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Reagan's Doctrine andthe Iran Issue 
By Daniel-Patric Moynihan 

WASHINGTON 

T
he Senate Intelligence 
Committee met for 
three weeks about the 
Iran arms sales and di· 
version of money to the 
contras. We learned a 

great deal but, In the end. nothing 
really. The who and whom have yet to 
come out and may never do so. Can 
we not then pause a moment to ask 
why all this happened? . 

In a narrow but Intensely active cir­
cle here there has emerged a consum­
ing obsessi_cm_willl- lhe expan~ion of 
Colfflffifrifsm - whicn is not UI fact 
going-on:-S&methtifg else _is going on in 
places wherewe dunk ~e see a Com• 
munist~ve ethnic con­
flicL We seenuo have no feel for thaL 

It appears to me that we have 
deeply misread events in the wo~ld. 
We have paid far too much attenuon 
tog~ little atten­
tion -to..q~tions qf golili_cal economy 
- specifically, to the health of our 
own econo_my, which, more than any­
thing else..- will det~r~ine o~r ca­
pacity to--influem:eT0~1gn poh~y . . 

Our mispercepuon 1s embodied m 
what has come to be called the Rea­
gan doctrine. It is a large geopolitical 
Idea. As with many positions of the 
present Administration, the doc­
trine's anteeedents are as much on 
the political left as in anything to be 
found as traditional conservausm. In• 
deed, in its globalism it is hugely at 
cxtds with that tradition. 

The Reagan doctrine holds that we 
have entered a third phase in the ex­
pansion of the Soviet empire. The 
first followed World War I, with mcxt• 
est annexations and a general con• 
solidation of the heartland. Consider­
able expansion took place after World 
warn. Soon, however, the heanland 
was encircled by adversary capitalist 
regimes. In phase three, this capital­
ist circle is attacked, from the rear, 
by pre-positioned insurgencies in the 
third world. 

In the words of an address given at 
the Naval Academy In the spring of 
1984 by Robert C. McFarlane, this 
made "obsolescent" the earlier 
policy of containment. Because the 
Soviets were now "militarily strong 
and adventurous enough to leapfrog 
the buffer states and jump anywhere 
In the world that suits their own 
strategies," it was necessary to go 
"beyond containment." 

Mr. McFarlane- was justifying the 
mining of Ni@taguan harbors and 
describing the anti-communist 
resistance there that gave particular 
elan to the new doctrine. In an article 
in Strategic Review, a State Depan­
ment official put it that the" 'Reagan 
doctrine' has evolved in pace with a 
remarkable phenomenon of global di­
mensions: the spontaneous combus­
tion of resistance to direct and surro­
gate prongs of. the Soviet Union's ex­
pansion in such disparate regions as 
Asia, Africa and Central America." 

This is all true enough, but it misses 
the one enormous fact of the third 
quaner of the 20th century, which is 
the near complete collapse of Marx­
ism as ~ cal force in the 
WQ!ld. Nothing quite so sudden or so 
complete has ever happened. Eco­
nomic doctrines have faded, political 
canons have been discarded, but here 
was an extraordinary world view, 
thought to be irresistible, maintain­
ing a hold on sectors of opinion in all 
the great metropolitan centers of the 
world - of a sudden, vanisheg. 

Instead, we find a world convulsed 
with ethnic conflict that defeats any 
Marxist analysis. Whole regions: the 
Middle East, the Persj_an Gulf, sou_th­
ern Africa are given ~ver to racial, 
religious and tribal conflict. We now 
learn of rioting in Kazakhstan ; _ethmc 
turmoil in the Soviet empire will be a 
central and perilous factor of world 
politics over the next ~O years. _ 

Such worldwide confhct 1s endemic 
to decolonization. One measure : of 
the 159 United Nations members, 
there are exactly seven tha! existed 
in 1914 and have not had their form of 
government changed by internal or 
external violence smce 1914. 

In this setting, a certain number of 
interna~-<::onf-Het-s=wiU:..take the form of 
Communist insurgencies, and ?f 
these-a~ will re~ult m 
CQmm~ime~. Here a d1stmc­
tion is ~ ar:y~ e say that 
Marxism has coll~psed as a world 
CTeeQL w,r do-non!xtend that proposi­
tion to Leninism. 

Leniqis~ theory and practice 
of the single parcy-state, of a govern­
ment-owifed- -and -controlled econ­
omy, of pollce-teFFOF, _has proved a 
brutalout ·often effective near-ter~ 
means ot .. ·rnotmtza-tion of power m 

particular attracygn for youth of the 
uppet<-.Clas~:-In opposition it is tena­
cious, and in power both brutally vi­
cious and briefly contagious. But It is 
not a new phenomenon. It is a resid­
ual phemonenon. 

Marxist-Leninist insurgencies in 
the third world are the aftermath of 
colonial experience that took young 
Asians to the Sorbonne, Africans to 
London, Latinos to Barcelona. We 
may predict that between now and 
the year 2000 between four and 11 
such regimes will come to power. I 
would, for example, put Haiti on a list 
of ~don't acL And, of 
course, sometimes it won 't matter if 
we do act. 

Whal then? 
We need a better policy than behav­

ing as if the Western world were at 
risk. When a small tropical nation 
goes Communist, we need a better 
policy than debasing our own conduct 
in the course of resisting theirs. 

There.~ veloped a pat­
tern o.f_..response---to leftist insurgen­
cies a nd __i:egj.m.esjn_.Jhird world. I 
off era' ~ legy. I goo re them 
wnere possible. Isola~ where 
n~nd i( tfieresources can 
be found, do everything possible to 
surroW1.d.Jhem.--by success. Soviet 
military expansiol]__ is different. Yes, 
Ame~ uld--sliJ>ply arms to . the 
Afghan§. But Suriname? We Just 
don' t have the resources - for exam­
ple, llie"President's time. 

It i~ ca to attend to 
economic._r.esow:ces. We have not 
done so in this decade. To the con­
trary, it will be recorded of us that in 
the 1980's America borrowed a tril­
lion dollars from the Japanese and 
gave a party. _ 

Weil, the party will soon be over. 
And unless we act with fa r greater 
clarity than we have shown of late, we 
will soon learn that the world's larg­
est debtor nation does not decide 
world policy, and that a deindustri~l­
ized America can no longer be the ar­
senal of democracy, much less the 
terror-of the terrorists. 

Political economy is the na me of 
the next task, not geopolitics. This 
will be missed by those who do not un­
derstand that the latter derives from 
the former. With great respect, they 
will not be mis~ed. D 

relatively - prifiiffiVe societies. It Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Democrat 
proved that in Russia ; it is proving so of New York, will become a member 
in Nicar.a~. of the Senate Foreign Relations Com• 

For ~t!)at have _ been well mittee ne.r• month. ~\ '- \\ 
enough ca alogued. Leninism has a :)r..,,;- '-'1.,.-- ""'-•.}.:, 
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l.aioyer for lra1& Vigure 
Snys Stolen File Reco·veretl 

office the file was stolen from last 
Saturday night, said he got a phone 
call Thursday from a man who said 
he wanted to return the file. United Press International 

CUPERTINO, Calif., Dec. 19-A 
stolen legal file about Albert A. Ha­
kim, a key figure in the Iran arms 
controversy, was returned by a man 
who put it in an airport locker and 
left the key for Hakim's lawyer, the 
attorney said today. 

The anonymous caller told Dun• 
bar to meet him near Gate 70 at 
San Francisco Airport. When Dun­
bar arrived, the man departed but 
left behind a key on a chair. The 
key opened locker No. 1019, in 

, which Dunbar found part of the file. 

Hakim, a Los Gatos businessman, 
is reported to have helped fired Na­
tional Security Council aide Oliver 
L. North transfer funds from the 
profits in the Iran arms sales to aid 
the Nicaraguan rebels. 

1 
Today, the caller phoned again, 

Dunbar said. "I then agreed to some 
' conditions and went back to the air­

port and found the rest of the file in 
the locker, with the exception of 

: some newspaper clippings," Dunbar 
said. 

A~tomey Horace Dunbar, whose 

INQUIRY ... CONT. 
any otner related allegations that 
might come to his attention, includ­
ing "any obstruction of the due ad· 
ministration of justice, or any ma­
terial false testimony or statement 

" 
Asked if he had any views on the 

proposed grants of limited immu­
nity to North and others in return 
for their testimony before Con­
gress, Walsh said, "None that I 
want to express." He said he ex­
pects to confer with House and Sen• 
ate leaders "to minimize any pos­
sible conflicts" between the con­
gressional probes and his. 

First contacted by the court 
about the job on Dec. 11, Walsh said 
he was "asked briefly" about the 
mandate he was given but had "very 
little input .... I've just seen it this 
morning." 

Asked whether he plans to talk to 
Reagan, Walsh said, "I obviously 
will need cooperation and informa­
tion and help from the executive 
branch. I will talk to anyone neces­
sary to achieve that objective." 

Walsh, who received his under• 
graduate and law degrees from Co­
lumbia University, began his pros­
ecution career in 1936 as a state 
investigator in New York. He 
served in the Manhattan district 
attorney's office under Thomas E. 
Dewey from 1938 to 1941 and later 
as counsel to Dewey when he was 
governor of New York. 

Named by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower to a federal district 
judgeship in 1954, Walsh resigned 
3½ years later to become deputy 
attorney general. 

Then-attorney general William P. 
Rogers, who worked with Walsh 
under Dewey in the 1930s and re­
cruited him to the Justice Depart-

ment, called him "an excellent 
choice" to be special counsel. He 
said Walsh was responsible for 
screening Eisenhower's judicial 
nominees from 1957 to 1961. 

"He's tough," said Rogers, who 
headed the panel that investigated 
the shuttle Challenger disaster. 
"He's a no-nonsense fellow. He 
tried cases against some of the best 
criminal lawyers around. People 
would say he looks like a mild-man­
nered fellow, but he's a tiger." 

After Eisenhower left office, 
Walsh spent the next 20 years with 
the Wall Street law firm of Davis, 
Polk & Wardwell. In 1969 he 
served briefly with Henry Cabot 
Lodge as President Richard M. 
Nixon's representative at peace 
talks with the Vietnamese commu­
nists in Paris. 

Walsh took sides that year in the 
fierce battle over Haynsworth, 
Nixon's first Supreme Court nom­
inee. Testifying in the Senate as 
chairman of the American Bar As­
sociation's judicial screening com­
mittee, Walsh said the panel had 
found Haynsworth "highly accept­
able," but the Senate rejected him. 

The following year the ABA pan­
el gave a "qualified" rating to 
Nixon's second unsuccessful nom­
inee, Carswell. Walsh said yester­
day that he testified for 
Haynsworth and would do so again, 
but he did not testify for Carswell. 
He also noted the panel had re­
jected two other Nixon candidates 
for the high court. 

In 1972, Senate Democrats crit­
icized Walsh for intervening with 
his friend, then-deputy attorney 
general Rich:ml G. Kleindienst, on 
behalf of ITT Corp. Walsh helped 
persuade Kleindienst to delay an 

r 

appeal of a controversial antitrust 
suit against ITT. 

Walsh, whose friends call him 
"Ed," served as ABA president 
three years later. He moved to 
Oklahoma City, his wife's home­
town, in 1981, and is now of counsel 
to Crowe & Dunlevy, oldest and 
largest law firm in Oklahoma. 

"Ed is just an outst,mding liti­
gator,"· said Robert Johnson, the 

firm's president. "He's a very me­
ticulot1s individual. He usually man­
ages complex, multistate litigation." 

A controversial incident that be­
gan in 1982 involved Walsh's role 
as lead counsel for Merrell Dow 
Pharmaceuticals in lawsuits over 
Bendectin, a drug that some women 
have alleged caused birth defects in 
their children. Walsh has also been 
a director of the company. 

Allen J. Eaton, a Washington at­
torney for a Bendectin plaintiff 
here, called Walsh's handling of the 
case "deplorable . . . . It was a vi­
cious, nasty business throughout." 

Eaton was referring to Walsh's 
use of a secretary in the law firm of 
an opposing counsel in the case as a 
witness against the opposing coun­
sel's client. Eaton said Walsh's firm 
provided financial support to the 
woman, whose disputed testimony 
disrupted the case and contributed 
to a decision by the presiding judge 
to disqualify two plaintiffs' lawvers 
for whom the woman worked. • 

Opposing lawyers in that cas~ 
tri_ed to disqualify Walsh on grounds 
that he had endorsed the presiding 
judge, Norma Holloway Johnson, for 
a federal judgeship while on the 
ABA screening panel and had failed 
to disclose that fact. Walsh argued 
that his role in the endorsement 
was routine. 
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The McFarlane 
Mission · Becomes 

Juicy Politics 
"For a long time;" a participant in the 

U.S.-lran talks said in conversation this 
week, "it had been clear to us that the 
instability in Iran did not serve the Ameri­
can Interest. The benefits of trying to im­
prove the situation were clear. But there 
was no evidence of elements in the country 
that could bring about the change. 

"The first real promise came in the 
summer of 1985." 

Thus began the talks-complete with 
hostages and munitions-that now have 
Washington agog. The Inside story is just 
starting to emerge. Substantively, it now 
seems, there was less to these talks than 
meets the eye. But a lot o_f people think the 
episode is the weapon they need to begin 
rolling back the Reagan foreign policy. 

For some time the .White House had 
been looking for ways to get more influ­
ence over Iran's future. In summer 1985, 
the search turned up an Iranian named 
Ghorbanifar. He said he spoke for high 
Iranian officials who favored fundamental 
change and wanted contact with the U.S. _ 

This man had proved to be a reliabJe 
source of information. Through Israeli dip­
lomat David Kimche his message went to 
then U.S. national security adviser Robert 
McFarlane and to the president. 

Mr. Reagan said that of course the u.s: • 

Capital Chronicle 
By Suzanne Garment 

should be open to political dialogue -with 
Iran. "Some people," a second U.S. par­
ticipant in the talks said of this early 
phase, "talk as If this whole project were 
an Israeli invention. They are wrong." 
. The Iranians soon sent more word: 

They were willing to show good faith by re­
leasing U.S. hostages. Mr. McFarlane told 
Mr. Kimche that until the release, no talks 
could even . begin. • 

The message had a second part, 
though: The Iranians needed arms to build 
support among the military. Mr. Reagan 
said that there would be no weapons. but 
that if talks matured, the U.S. might see 
the use of spme "military underpinnings." 
He said that there was nothing wrong with 
aiding Iranians who opposed a policy of 
terrorism. The U.S. hostages in Lebanon 
were much on his mind. 

The Iranians asked ·again for arms. Mr. 
McFarlane said no: The U.S. did not sell 
arms to Iran. But, asked Mr. Klmche, if 
the Israelis made such sales, would the 
U.S. sell Israel replacements? Mr. McFar­
lane said the U.S. was not about to ~top 
selling equipment to Israel.. 

The Iranian go:between said that he 
wanted a meeting, with no talk of arms. 
Mr. McFarl'ane and National Security 
Council staffer Oliver North went to the 
London meeting in December, just after 
Mr. McFarlane ha(\ r,esigned his post. The 
Iranian asked for. arms after au. 

Mr. McFarlane left and later recom­
mended that the U.S. stcip dealing with the 
man. 



But c_ontacts continued. ".By April 1986, 
new nat1onaJ security adviser John Poin­
dexter thought the U.S. had a deal. It in­
cluded a preliminary hostage release and 
arms delivery. He askect Mr. McFarlane to 
go to Tehran to start political talks once 
the hostages were out. 

Mr. McFarlane and Mr. North flew 
from Washington via Israel. On the flight 
from Israel to T!;!h_r-an, they found out, they 
would have to share space with boxes of 
military P\lrtS. They got on anyway. 

In the former Tehran Hilton; with a 
view of rusting cranes dotting the city sky· 
line, . the deal collapsed. A fourth-level 
Iranian official came to talk. The Ameri­
cans protested. A third-level man then ar­
rived-to set up an agenda, he said. 

Two days· later a second-rank official 
showed up. He said the Lebanese actually 
holding the hostages had new demands. 
They wanted their comrades out of Ku­
waiti jails. They wanted Israel out of 
soutl)ern Lebanon. 

The Americans feft the next day. 
The story of the tall~s does not show an 

administration that set out to bargain for 
hostages. In the beginning the release of 
the hostages was at rriost a pre-condition 
for talks, not an agenda item. 

The story does show an administration 
willing to have arms used as negotiating . 

•• grease. Is this sort of clandestine inconsis­
tency with t_he public policy immoral in it· 
self? Of course not, especially with the 
state of public discourse what it is today. It 
depends on what you can expect to happen 
as a consequence and what you can expect 

. to get in return. 
But what happened to these positions 

shows why something like the Iran deal is 
akin to _the precarious mating of storks. 
The hostage "pre-condition,", despite great 
effort, did not remain a pre;condition in 
any sense visible to the naked eye. By the 
erid of the dealings it was in the same 
messy package as everything else. 

As for the arms, a nation ruled by fac­
tional intrigue is bad at keeping secrets. 
The arms arrangement, revealed, has been 
a dazzling boon to Mr. Reagan's foes. Op­
ponents can hammer away at the shady Is­
rael-Iran connection, call him soft on ter­
rorist states, and accuse him of abusing 
the National Security Council. 

Some say that Iran will be Mr. Rea­
gan's Watergate, but don't be so sure. The 
interesting part of the tale starts onJy now, 
with Mr. Re·agan 's TV defense of his mis­
take. The same press now critical of the 
president has for years·been hammering at 
the story of the hostages· plight. Ameri­
cans might not have it in them to condemn 
Mr. Reagan for letting compassion toward 
the captives pull his eye off anti-terrorist 
consistency. 

To whatever extent the Iran deal be­
came a trade of arms for hostages, it 
clearly was from the first aimed at strate­
gic purposes. In those terms, the adminis· 
tration can be faulted for launching an un­
dertaking with the risks so grave and the 
chances of success so slim. But If the ad· 
ministration gets a breathing space, some 
people may start saying that it is not the 
worst crime to play a long shot and lose. 
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The 1\-fcFarlane 

Mission .Beco,ues 
Juicl? Politic$ 

"For 11 lou:1 tim"," n parllc!p;1111 !n !IJE> 
CJ.S,"lran tnlks said ill eonvl'rs:ition thii, 
wr=1'k. ''ll 11'1d b<>en cle,tr to us llrnt Ule 
lnstnb,Utv ln Iran did not iwrn• thr Atm·rl• 
can hltt'r,,,,t. 'flip hl'l\l'fits Clf t rylr iz to Im· 
pron• tl1 ° siluittlon W<'re cl@r. l:l11t there 
was n<• 1~v1dcnce of el<'mcnts in the co1mtrv 
!lirtt cm1ld I rln~ abnut the cl1ange. •· 

" !'he first real promir;e u1n1e In the 
Sllnl!lr'r of !98;, .• , 

Tlluc; oq.ran r]H' rnllts-r.omplrte with 
h,1st11::1'!': :ind r1111mt!ons --tllnt now have 
Washington ng-or,. Tilt> fnsidn ~tory Is Ju11 
::tarting to 1:m1 rge. S1ibi;IHJ1ll vdv. it n11w 
iie••ms. t!Jrre was l<•ss to tt,f':if' t;1ll,s tlrnu 
nJN•ls ttlt' i:)'f', Un! ll. Joi (lf pe•,pl€ tllllill U1e 
t'PISodf' is the Wl':tpon Olt'Y._Iirt•d to bt•gin 
t·nUln4 l,a.ck Ila Pral,!'VH fnr;,11~11 pr,llo'y. 

f'VI sr>rne tilw• th(• Wh!tc• Hou;;e harl 
ti.-rn lr,oki11g fni way!i to g t mc•rr lnflu· 
OHCP ovn Jr:w·;, fo,ure. In 1>11mnwr J\Hl5, 
tiw sr;ir, !1 tui n~rl nr an Ir;:rnb lJ nam"'<l 
Ghnrh!ln!f,1,-. H 0 1:r•!il he r.pol,1• for Mgh 
Ircml111, 1 ·Cfir lnl:; wh11 favored fundunwnta! 
d1 .. 11gp :rnrl wanktl c-mlluct 1,lth the U.S. 

Tlllll man h;,d rir11w•d t•·, ht• n 1-.,Jmbh• 
sourrl' of Inf 11 w 11 11t,u. nin111~!1 lsrar I dip· 
lt11na1 navill K niclw lli'l mPss:ir,e w~'nt to 
!ht'fl tJ.S. nutlon.i.l 1wnirily ,td\'i.,or Hobt•rt 
.Md"arlmw :rnd h! H1£> prer. il!Mt. 

M . tt, :1i:;,rn : :nJ tltat or e,.,m-:;e thP JJ.S. 
L • • - :! . , .. ... 

Capital Clu· nicle 
B~; SuzanPt' G:mncnt 

~lm11ld l,P npr.11 tu µolitJt:ijl dhlog11P with 
Inrn. "Smr !.' P<'•1ph\" a ;: roud tr.S. por· 
tklpant In thr t;dk:s .;:ml o[ tl!ls l'Jrly 
phn<;r , " I'll!( it$ 1f thiG whole pmJtll't WNC 
an Isr:,el1 invPntion. They are wnmg. " 

Th•: Tr m!;,.ris scll)rt S"nt nwrr word: 
Th"Y wer!' ~ lflmg to show good fo1th by rr· 
kasiu1; lJ.S. l1'Jstagt's. Mr. McFarlfrne told 
Mr. Klmclle t11M 11nm tho rl'lN1se, no tallts 
could ~~w:n b1•gin. 

The mi:•;,a F;t' lw.d a secorid p 11 rt. 
though : Thr J r:mirtns needed arms to lm!lll 
sapµ01 t • mong he m1li1.Lry. Mr. ne.1ga11 
said that thrre would bP. no wwipons, 011t 
that If talks rnat1 red. th(' ') .~ , n1lghl S('f' 
th1• us; p or r.0111" "m 1Jt1.i·v u.11derpJ11nin~~-" 
Br said lhdl HM<i' W,ts ll!J1.hlrtg w1nug 1A1l h 
, Wlnr Ir .ni~n:· wf11, ol'prw, d ,1 r,c, lky 1,r 
t 'l'l't•Msm. 'rite t'.S. llllst, /-(l'S In L,•bmton 
•,rre much on 111.s mi,1-L 

1'hP Iranl;ms :1sh "<l 3fWh1 f( , arms. Mr. 
M<:FarJa1w ~nitl no: Th<.· U.S did not sf'll 
arm5 to f(•::m. B t. a. lee<! Mi. Kime he, l£ 
the J,;r eJ1s 1l1,t(ft• r-:uen sales. would the 
U.S. sell lsra"l repla<·Pmcnts':' 1•,1r. McFar• 
l ;ine said the> rJ.S. w:>s nnt abt•ut lo .stop 
selling eqHipmcni to Israel. 

'fh~ Iranian gc-bt'twcrn said that he 
w.111 ted a nweting. witu no t.alk of arms. 
Ml'. MrF'orfar1c awj N<1rivnal Security 
Co1wcll stnffer (1Jl\•11r North went to tht· 
London meetlnr. 1:1 neet'mber. just after 
ltr l\lcF11rlan1t Ill',! rv; tv,,1rd lllr- pn~t. The 

I 
lrnnh.11 a:;kt'll for arm .. :tlt<'r ~IL 

Mr. Md'arla1ii! left and lnt(•r recnrn­
rnended tha t the l l .S . . ,top (k'nJing with tlit' 
ninn. 

1 1 1 oil l I • I I , ; 1 

O!"N 11 :i tioiml :w,:11ri1y advi •,,•r .J r,J-.n Poil1" 
dext<•r thought thP U.S had a dPal. It in· 
clu1ti•d a pn•ltminary hosrng('I r, lease .'.llld 
arms dclivrry. He asked Mr. ::'1-icFarlane to 
grl to Tr•hran to st,n·l politl<·al talks once 

, tllr hostr,gps were out. 
Mr. McFarl:me nnd Mr. North flew 

from Wathington via 1srae!. On thP flight 
from Isr:wl 1() 1't.'ill'an. 11wy f111111rl v11t. I hey 
w<,11M havP to ::liar(' spa1:<' with brixrs or 
military p .. Hts. Tht>y gut ()11 ,1nyway. 

I11 !hi' lornrer Tehran Hilton, 11.iih a 
vii w of rustinK ,..ranf's dolling !flf' city sir)'· 
llne. flu.' deal collapsed. A fn11rth·le\'el 
Iranian official came to Lalk. Th,, Amer!· 
caw; prowsted. A third-level man then ar· 
rivn!-tQ srt up an agend:1 , hP said. 

1'wo !lays latPr a scroml r :111k official 
showed up. He said the l.Phane~,.. aciuaJly 
holding the hostages had new demands. 
They wanted their comrad1•s out or Ku· 
waiti jails. They wa11tl'd IsraPl out of 

, .couttwrn LP.banon. 
The Amrrira11s left the nPxt day. 
Th" :;tory of the tnlks dors not l:.how an 

admlnistratiou that sPt out to bargain for 
hostagPs. In the hl•ginnlng tlH• release of 
the hostages was at must n pr" ·ronditJon 
for t:1lks, not rn1 ageuda itl•111. 

Tht' story d0t0 s show an a<lrninistratlon 
w !ling· to ha vt• ario:; used 11 :; n gol.iuting 
grease. Is this sort of c!an1.1Pstinr inconsis­
tency with the puhllc poliry iro•f' ·,11rnl In it· 
self'. Of cour:,,e not. t> ':pr, , ah the 
state of public disr:ourse what 11 is tod,iy. It 
depends 011 what you can c•xp1'<"! tn h,1ppen 
,,s a con~equenri> and wha1 y1m rau 1'>..prct 
to g-t't in rNurn. 

But what happrnC'd tn thl'.':P po~itions 
shnw1, why sonw1hlng ltkt- 1111• Iran dral ls 
akin tu tht• prerarlou,; m.1th1~ of st;)rks. 
The hostag ! "pre·condiO,,H," cl,''.,pite great 
rffort. did nnt r"main :i pn• r·i.>mhtion in 
any sen,r' Yl.sl!Jk lo the 11;1krd P;,'f '. Hy the 
end of the t!Palings It wa:; in the :mme 
mct-sy package as evrrythlng l'isr. 

M, fnr thr arrn1>, a nati,m ru1,,c1 by ra,:­
tJonal iutngue is b,1d at keeping M!<'rrts. 
'rllt' arms arrangrment. TN'l',1 IP<l. has been 
,l dan!ing !Jnon to Mr. Rf',1g;,n·., f,1es. Op­
ponrnts can hammer ,1way ._i t , IH' shady Is­
n1PI-Irnn cnnnec·tlon, r nll l11m 1-nrt OH tc•r· 
ro1·1~.:t GtlltPs, nnd a,<'USf' him of abusing 
the National Security Crnnwil . 

Some s:1y that Imn will br Mr. Rt•a.­
t;an's Waterg:i.te. but tlon·t ht' so i,ure. The 
lntnt>stlng pll.rt of th1: tale st;, rts nnly now. 
will! Mr. Reag1n's TV defrnsl' ,,r his 111is· 
take. Tlw s;:irne prPSS now rritiral of tile 
p.resldrnt has fur years been han1111rring at 
thr story of the l10stagPs' plight. Ameri· 
ca.ns might not have it in them to contlenm 
Mr. ReHgan for letting i·nmpa.,, i1111 toward 
thr raptive.., pull his eyE' off an1i IPrrorlst 
consisl"nt·y. 

To whatrver f').1Pnl the In11 deal be· 
en rrw n t racle of arrnr. for host ag,,s, it 
cle:irly w;,:; from thr first ai111\•rl at ~triltf'" 
glc purpo:,1•.s In tho. (1 lNlllS. th,, :td111ltds· 
tr:1!1011 ,:nu l.i(' r,ml(cd fur lm111, hl11g- an un· 
df'rt;:i kine with the risks so i:-r:i vr : 11 1! the 
<'IH-liWes of 511rcess so slim. B11t If !!w ad· 
ministn1t1on g!.>L<; a brrathing ',1,aeP, some 
people rn11y srart Sfly!ng thill II Is nnt tJ1e 
worst <'l'lrrtt> to play a ll•ng ,\hot and t11se. 
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The M c.Farlane 
Mission Becorues 

Juicy J>olincs 
"Fr•r :• lonJ~ tlmr•.'' ,1 r,;11 !lr.ip:iul in {11,, 

1 I.S. Ir.m !:tH;s s:,11! In ronv,•rhallnn tins 
w-:,ck, 'H h.itl hem rlt>,ir ro ii-; that th•~ 
iri:,tublllty lu Iran did nnr :I,-rve !111• AlW'l'l· 
c;in lntr1rst. Tlw l.w!H'fits llf trying to fm• 
_provf' th,• sltll-'ttic,11 W"rf" ,:!ear. Rut t!JPr~ 
w.i.s no cvirlrnc~ o[ ,'letnl)r,ts ln t111, rnuntry 
tlln t i:ould brli,g about 'hr rh:mgP. 

"Th,.. fhi,I I rill p1 umJ;;t• rn rn1• Jn !.lle 
1;\li1m 1or of 10ml." 

lhu:J hrt,1n thr fnlks--cornpl,•t•' wifll 
• ho,t;1gt?'i ,:ml m1,ri1lons- ltMt n<;w ll,l ve 
• Wn~h1ni;ton ngog. Tl r• insldl.' :::hxy is jJJ,:;l 

~t.ttllng ~u Pm,,rgr. S11h<;t11.nt1v,.•ly, Jt now 
:;.~,;ms, thrre wa:, l<':ss lo tht•st, ra'i:s th.in 
mri•ts tllr l'yl'. But 3 Int of rr.nnlc fl,!r1k the 
t!pl:,ode \ i lw Wi'UPi"I lht•y 11rr•;J to hflgin 
iolllur, b;ick tilt· RNti!flfl forel::11 1:~Jliry. 

Fo1 :-:t,rnP tlnw ;,ir \",'llJtP Iluu11r !nd 
h••pn 1(1(,liinf: for w·•y•; to grt 111•·•rt' \o'lu· 
;>nee uv<"r Iran·~ f11t11n- . ln ~ummt'r l!l!l\ 
tll~' ~t>r1n h tnrtWd up au Tr:in!;,n nmned 
Glint ti~,nlf:tr. H•~ snld t,,. s110~,. f,)r hlRh 
!r;i dno ,,r:klal:-: who favc,ft•ct f1u1d,rn1t'11tal 
d1:wgc ;ind wo•;: d ron' .1ct wit I tiv~ lUi. 

This mrrn h;uj pl'O'vtld to b!' ;i. rellah)t• 
SOJ!l'('f' Of lntorm:ition. Throit :h fam1•ll dip· 
l<l'mt David Kimchu t11., rnes'"ng£> w0nr to 
thPll ll.1:-':. natwmii !<rcul'ity adviser RPbc-rf 
ifrF,irlwv:• :•110 to tl1f' r1rrsidrnt. 

Mr. R;·a1Ftn ,;.ml ikr.t of ro111·s,.. thr- VS. 

Capitni Chroirlc e 

:,ho 1ld h1• op•·n fl, pol llrnl <li.1.l11J{11P with 
J,an. "Somr p,•01111'.'' a s~tnnd U.S. p;ir­
tlr1naut i,1 tl,t• talkr, :;aid ()r tills early 
pha~w. "tallt ru. if thi~ whoJp fJn>jt•rt weri? 
an Jsraell invention. They are wrong." 

Tho Iranl;in,; soon ~('nt rnnre word: 
They were w11l lng to . llvw gond faith by re· 
lra5lng U.S. ho:,t:ir,-r s. Mr. McFarh-1.nP tolcl 
fr. Klm,he th:Jr until the r!:lerise. n,1 tallls 

could ev,•11 hi>brir1. 
Th<' rnl's:.nge hnd a r.el'011d part. 

though: The Ir11nlnns w·1,dr.1l arm· tn hull{l 
supJiort :unon;: rhe mllltary. Mr. Rrng:in 
sakl lh;,t th1:rl.' WOHlct D(' nl' weap1.111s, -b11t 
that 1f talks matund. llw U.S. mtlit ~ec 
the use tif srme "miltrn n· nnilrrptu11lnrrs." 
ne said tllat thrre "ti:. 11•1thh1g \Wunj; wilh 
ttldltig Tr1nian:, wtto 111mn.;,,,1 a poJJcy o! 
h'fl'l111'?1'l Thr• 1 '.$. h11st 1g1·s ·n J_..•banon 
were much on his mind. 

The Tranian-; asl ed awiin for arms. Mr. 
Mr:Farl11nt" s:ilrl no: Thi ll.$. dill 1101 sell 
,irnIs to h;u1. But, :1s!tPcl Mr. l\irn<'h<', lf 
tlw ISra('liS n1ad,:, Sk"ii ::Wl<'S. W'J1Jld th•! 
U . .S s~•JI Isrn.PI rcpln,.c-rnenrs? Mr . . Mcft'ar· 
lant• ;i,tid tltP, U.S. was n,Jt about to stflp 
sel!lng t•qnlpment to I,;rnel. 

The Iranian i;o·bf'twren s:ilrl that he 
w.mtcd II mr1•ting, wlth 11c1 tnlk of arms. 
Mr. .Ml•F11rlant' and Nuliona! Serurlty 
Council staffer v!iver l\/orlh went to the 
l..onurm lllCf•IJng m f>;,cember, ju11f after 
Mr. Mt:F::irli nr h, d rrsig111•d hlr. post. Thr 
Iram.1n n.sb•d for tnws nflt'r all. 

!\tr. Md,..irhllL' lt'ft ,tml hhir ri>com­
mended th;i.t tht' l'.S, s:op clrnling- with tlw 
Jll:t!'). 

I 1 \ h \ ., ( ·~ 1 1. ,1. • t i l , .. ,,,t)t 

ll!'W nat!nnaJ ,,r:ct,rily at!vi:,;t r .r, •ho Poln· 
dl'XIPr thour,ht thf' !T.S. h;id a Of':-tl It in­
cludrd n prelfn1lnary host.igt• r!'!Pase and 
: rrut; el!very. Be asked Mr. Mr F:i rlane to 
go to TPhran to start pt>litirnl talkf. once 
lhP hCli,tages w0rP out. 

Mr. Md'arlane mid Mr. North flt>W 
frorn \iVashlni:t<Jn via fan1el. (Ju th., fhglit 
rrorn J&rael to TC'hraii. tJwy fouucJ nut, (hey 
woulcl haw 111 sll:1 re :;pace with hm:rs of 
111llil,1ry p:i.rfc;, Tlw_v got n11 ar1yw:i.y. 

ln thr r,,nw•r Tehrnn Hilton. with a 
vh'w of rui-ting l'ranes dr,ttln1: ihP city sky· 
Jmr, tll•' dt'ul co!lap1,C'd. A fo11nl1·lP.vel 
trnnian r•ff1dal ea.me to t~lk . ThP Arrlf'1i· 
!'ans prolester.1. A thin.Hrvt>l m,rn then ar· 
rivfld - to S<'t up ;m ag-r11da. ht' said. 

Two days later 3 seco111l-r;wk offirlal 
sh9wed up. Ile said tile Lrbarwse n,tually 
Iv ltllng th(' hostages harl rww dem;inds. 
They w;rnted their comrades out of l{u­
wait! julls. They wanted lsr:iel out of 
<;outlw111 L"bilnon. 

1'hl' Amrrlc:tns lrft thr np:{I day. 
T!Jr, strrry of the talks 1.h1<>s not show an 

admlnlstrat!on that set out lo hargain for 
l1ogtagt•s. ln tllr bt?ginning tlw rrlpase of 
the h11st:1g-e:: was at most a prr-eondition 
for t;:i lks, not au ~gf'n<la lti>n1. 

Tfw story rlt'it!S show an ;iil111!nistratlon 
wllling to have arms used as nf'gntlating 
g'l'l;ase. ls this snrt of cland1'stine Inrnnsls· 
tenry wlth rhe public policy mm1ornl In it· 
f.:Plf'! Of c"1irr.e not. 1,q,rciall} ,\ 1th tht' 
~t:iie of pnbllc clisroursP wlut it is totl.iy. It 
de)Ji'!Hls on what y()u can cxp<•1·t lo happen 
:i-, a t:PIISf'(J\IPllct' uud wh;it ft"J rnn PXpPct 
to g-et. in rt•f.nrn. 

3ul what happ<'nctl to 11lN,r' µositions 
slwws why something likf' thP lr:rn <leal is 
akin to thi· pre<·arlous ni,nlr,g of storks. 
Tile ;i,,,>tage "pre-r.omlltion," d1'5pitf' great 
<·•fort, dlrf not remain a pre t'OJl(lititHl in 
:wy sc~nse vi,c;lblP. tn lt•P. nak,,d eyP. f y tile 
1'ml llf flJI' dPalilll,!!• it was i11 the sanw 
mess;,.· p,ckn~r as t'\'Prytlnng elsP. 

i\s for tl,e i\rms, a natiu11 1111Prl hv far• 
11 .. nal ln1 r!i,.'111, I~ bntl at kt', ·ping sP~'n•ts. 
'!'hf.• arms arrang<'mr111. rt'v,~,d!•d. has hPen 
o. dau.hn~ l:i,10i110 Mr. ne:ir,a11 ·., l<w<;. Op• 
pnnl'JIts r'llll ii mmer ;;w;-iy ,H tlJr, ~hatly rs• 
raeH an ffllllll .' liOn. rall him <;1,ft on tPr· 
nwht stc1tPs. and a,·r·w;r, him ,,f abusing 
t11,, N·1ttonal S1•cul'lly c '0111wil • 

S11111t• say rhat Iran will lw .Mr. itea· 
t,m·s W,Jter 1;,ilt', but don·t hP so s11r;,. The 
lntr•i-Psting part nf the tale stnrl~ 011ly 110w, 
wirh Mr. Rragan's TV dPf Pnsf' of his mis· 
take. The samr prrss now rriti••al of the 
pr!?nldent has for yrars h011n !1:in111wring at 
thC' story of Uw h<.•.itag-cs· plii~lll. ArnPrl· 
rans might not have it in them to rondrmn 
Mr. Reai;an for lrttlng romvas:.ion toward 
the l'.aptlv,:•s pull hi:; CYl' off anti ·trrmrist 
r1msh,t1•n y. 

T1 wh:itev1!r rxli•nt tht> 11 :111 ch-al he· 
canw a tnJde of arms for hr,stng1·s, it 
rlr:irly was from !hf'l first air111•d at •mare­
gie p irpri:;t•:,. In thC)SE.' 1rrrns. tllf' ;1dml11ls· 
tr1tth11I c;in b(' fauilNl for laundilng an 1111· 
dertaking with the- risks :m r; ;1w irncl the 
rh;,nr.es of sucrPss so slim. But if the ad· 
mil lslr:tt1on get•; a bre;11htn1; spar('. :-nme 
pl'ople may !ltart i;aylnt! that It is ml! the 
worsl c1-Jn1P to play a lung shut anrl loS('. 



ers .Said---

after World . 
the charac­

;eeing to the 
1lues around 
ywhere. We 
. the 1970s, 
,, chastened •• 
o a familiar 

wever, is to 
son which, 
maintained. 
!cause he is 
st accept an 
1e country's 

' policy prob-
,, it's dull as 
ly appealing 
• presidents, 
rms control, 
rowd-pleas-

home from 
- or, as he 
enter of his 

>mmittee 
touched 

enatorial 
e left to 
m Chur­
so many 

1 with a 
1g large . 
Robert 
,ollster, 
:e elec-

would 
reason 
1etic of 
in now 
muary 
Demo­
power 
ion to 

e im­
ly for 
t that 
im,in 
mise. 

·and almost everyone else's foreign policy 
universe. He said that his program of peace 
·through strength was working and that vot­
ers could make it work even better by 
electing his party's candidates. Voters, their 
minds evidently mo~e on other matters, de- • 
dined to do so, but arms control still looks 
like the hot political item· for the remainder 
of his presidency. 

Yes, arms control, or arms reduction, is 
important, perhaps less for the quantity ·or 

• quality of it than for the sense it can impart of 
our being competent to manage some part of 
our destiny. And no one should underestimate 

. the peskiness and the lacerating potential of 
, the disputes boiling away in the Third World. 

Still, more power to those politicians wtio, 
without ignoring these issues, invest in the 
economic approaches, as distinguished from 
the foreign policy approaches, to tending the 
balance of power. Good for retiring Sen. Gary 
Hart, a practiced national security hand whose 
statement the morning after the elections 
centered on economic renewal. Does Hart, 
who's running for president, think it's good 
politics? For all of our sakes, we can hope it is. 

I • 
I 

And this suggests that the shape of post­
Reagan politics may be quite different from 
what we suppose. 

Just look at what has happened in the two 
years since Reagan was reelected. In 1985, 
the Republican candidate for governor of 
New Jersey, a state that had Republicans in 
the statehouse only 12 of the previous 32 
years, swept every city and carried 60 per­
cent of the black vote. In that same election, 
Democrats won -Virginia, which had gone 
Republican in every presidential election , 
since 1964, with a slate including a black for 
lieutenant governor and a woman for attor­
ney general. ' •: l , 

Last Tuesday, the· implausible became al­
most commonplace: The voters of Alabama 
turned out of office a • decorated war 
hero/Republican senator and at the same 
time elected, as their first-ever Republican 
governor, a former door-to-door salesman 
who never held office outside his home 
county. • 

The redneck Democratic counties of the 
Florida •paphandle provided the votes that 
helped make a Spanish-surnamed Republican 
the governor of that state. 

·A ·southern-accented ·ne~ociatic"·
1
woman 

was elected to the House in that cradle of 
corporate Repu_blicanis~i Roc~ester, N.Y., 
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-Charles Krauthammer' : 

Government 
As Rescue 
Squad · 

When Lyndon Johnson sent the Ma­
rines into the Dominican Republic in 
1965, the official justification was to 
safeguard and evacuate endangered 
Americans. To no one's surprise, our . 
boys stayed on a bit to put down a 
communist threat and install a friendly 
(and, mind you, a democratic) govern­
ment. That is how we used io do things: 
when for traditional geopolitical reasons 
we needed to intervene, the. rescue of 
Americans was a convenient· pretext. , 

Rescue is a pretext no more. It has 
become an end in itself, a primary, obses- • 
sive end of American diplomacy. In the 
process, American foreign policy has be­
come a slave .to hosta_ges . . From the 
Vietnam POWs to the Mayaguez, from 
the Iranian to the TWA hostages, from 

• Nicholas Danil?ff to David Jacobsen, 
American diplomacy has moved to an 
astonishing degree from the traditional 
pursuit of national interest to the rescue 
of individuals. We have become an inter­
national rescue squad. 

And now, with the McFarlane mission, • 
the individualization of American foreign 
policy reaches its apex. Iran has revealed 
that, in September, President Reagan 
sent Robert Mcfarlane and four others 

• on a bizarre diplomatic mission to Teh­
. ran. According to the speaker of the 

Iranian parliament, they came bearing 
Irish passports, a Bible, a cake in the 
shape of a key (it never reached its 
destination: hungry revolutionary guards 
polished it off at the airport)-and a 
planeload of weapons. 

Which brings us to the biz~rre part: 
the deal being discussed. In exchange for 
helping to "curb terrorism" and release 
American hostages held in Lebanon, the 
United States helps Iran get spare parts 
for its war against Iraq. Now, nothing 
would be more destructive to .American 
interests • in the Persian Gulf than an 
Iranian victory over Iraq .. And nothing 
prevents that outcome more than Iran's ' 
technological inferiority. The high-tech 
weapons bought by the shah are on the 
shelf for lack of spare -parts. Restoring 
the flow could be a crucial factor in 
helping Iran win the war. • 

Which is exactly why the mullahs are 
swallowing their hatred for the Great 
Satan and offering to deal. (The mullahs, 
also desperate for money, are demanding 
$500 million in frozen assets and U.S. 
help in raising oil prices.) After six years, 
they are just short of toppling Iraq. Any 
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The heirs to the Stevenson and Scranton 
political dynasties failed in bids for the gov­
ernorships their fathers held when they ran 
for president, one because political extrem­
ists forced him to leave his own party and 
the other because he could not escape his 
youthful experiments with drugs and spiritu­
alism. 

a true 
dodged 
,paign's 
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In an orgy of ticket-splitting, the voters of 
Maine helped a 'Democratic governor and a 
Republican congressman swap jobs. Their 
counterparts across the country ordained 
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• that 26 of the 50 governors face a legislature 
in which at least one chamber is controlled 
by the opposition party. (In 17 of them, the 
governors, like Reagan, will have both hous­
es in opposition hands.) And just to certify 
their fickleness, they even split the gover­
nor's and lieutenant-governor's jobs between 
the two parties in 16 states. 

• 

8YOANZIGER 

As if all that were not enough, 'the states 
of ' Idaho, Oregon and Washington, wher~ 
Jimmy Carter lost every time his name was 
on the ballot for a primary or general elec­
tion, ~aw three of his former Cabinet mem­
bers win tough elections for governor or 
senator on the same day. 

Now that all those "impossibilities" have 
come to pass, it would be foolhardy to think . 
that any political options are foreclosed in 
the twilight years of the Reagan era. The 
surest bets for the presidential nominations 
may prove to be the most vulnerable, the, 
wildest dark horses may have the speed to 
win. There's only one sensible piece of 
advice as we head toward the 1988 election: 
Hold on to your hat. 

nontraditional relationships, you still might 
question the appropriateness of the book. 

As one conservative, lawmaker put it, "Prom­
iscuity is encouraged by saying that people 
don't need to be married to have children. I'm 
fighting a rear-guard action to protect the 

, family unit," , • , . . . 
Is it fair to link homosexuality with promiscu­

ity? Is it bigoted to suggest that exposing 
c'1ildren to homosexuality as. a legitimate and 
benign sexual preference · may tempt at least 

inated Inner 
has refused • 
,'s director: 

• some of them into homosexuality? Or is sexu?I 
preference beyond the reach . of such influ­
ences? 

The truth is, we don't know. Some people (it 
seems to me) ;ire all but unavoidably homosex­
ual; some seem all but unalterably heterosexu­
al. But isn't it just possible that some people do 
choose one or the other? And if that is true, and 
if it is also true that heterosexuality is the • 
choice a society ought to prefer, then isn't 

:, marriages 
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md counsel-
about such 

sensitive to 
ers toques­
i Martin" in 
i'lartina, and 
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remains: if 
ional family, . • 
children of 

' there some risk in the schoolroom use of such 
works as "Eric and Martin"? • . 

There's no question that "marriages do 
break up, and parents do set up with partners 
of the same sex." . 
• The question is whe(her it is in the interest 
of society to normalize such arrangements. You 
don't have to be a reactionary _to doubt it. 

, .... ... 
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marginal boost to their war effort could 
be decisive. 

For the United States, preventing Is­
lamic fanaticism from sweeping through 
the Persian Gulf is a crucial national 
interest. And yet, as a ransom for hos­
tages and protection money against fu­
ture terrorism, we are considering alter­
ing our policy, tilting toward Iran anq 
thus jeopardizing that interest. 1 (And 
more than just considering. The Post 
reports that the release of three Ameri­
c·an hostages in Lebanon over the past 14 
months followed secret shipments of mil­
itary cargo to Iran.) Such a capitulation 
would constitute an appalling act of dere­
liction. 

Easy for me to say. What if I had a 
loved one being held hostage in Beirut? 
Wouldn't I be screaming for the goverfl­
ment to do anything necessary to get the 
hostages back? Of course, I would. Fami­
lies are right to use every instrument 
they can to force government to capitu­
late. 

Which is why hostage families should 
not make foreign policy. Victims' families 

l don't decide the punishment of domestic 
criminals. Courts do that. Courts were 

) 
invented so that the general interest (it 
is "The People"-not "The Victim's 
Family''-"v. Joho Doe") would replace 
private vengeance. Diplomacy was in­
vented to secure the general safety of 
the nation, not the safety of individuals. 

Why has our diplomacy been turned on 
its head? To a certain extent, all societies 
are concerned about rescuing individu­
als. (The urge is particularly compelling, 
and most justified, when the individuals 
are POWs and others captured in service 
to country.) All the more so in America, 
where individualism is a uniquely power- ' 
ful creed. But these are still insufficient 
explanations for the rescue fixation of 
American foreign policy of the last 15 
years. 

The power of television is, of course, 
one factor. On video, such abstractions 
as national interest or collective secu­
rity have no meaning. They cannot be 
represented in pictures: A grieving fami-
ly can. . . 

More important, however, is leader­
ship, a failure of leadership. It takes 
courage to risk the safety of •visible, 
countable· individuals in the name of 
some larger, national purpose. Wartime 
i(.!aders-Lincoln and Eisenhower-had 
precisely that kind of courage. Courage 
is not to be confused with callousness. 
Preferring nation over individual was a 
decision they made with great _agony. 
But they made it. 

We are unwilling to. And so long as we 
are, America ·will remain hostage, by 
choice. In exchange for considerations 
that include shipments of military equip­
ment to Iran, three American hostages 
have been released in Lebanon during 
the past 14 months. During the past twa 
months, three new Americans hostages 
have been seized in the streets of Beirut. 
This is commerce without end. 
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Arms 
For Hostages:, 
The Plot 
Sickens·. 

.McFarlane oil Why The·Tulane Speecl 
What I Meant 

Does lhAt elderly, angulnr gentleman of 
disheveled aapect, leaning on yonder lamp• 
p08t, look fnmlllMI He nhould. lie le Uncle 
Som, H@ may ba standing tall, but ha would 
rtot be at~ndlng nt nll wero It not for the 
1nmppoat, He haA been on a two-month toot 
~nd ls In for a tearful hAngover, 

Th@ decision to Approach Iran, with An 
ey@ on the po8t•Khomelnl em, wna defensl• ' 
ttla, If perhnps pre1t111ture, 'the dcclelon 
was made lut y~ar. Recently, however, It 
b@Cftn!@ entnngl@d with, And IUbordlnnted 
to, the proJW ol releneln11 hOl!tngcl, And 
here the plot thltken1, And porhnp, 1k:k­
sns. ' 

Thia nnllon'a foreign-policy bender be• 
gnn In September with the administration 

~ s@l:i!d by another hootage oblk!ss!Orl, Tha , 
1 Ottn/lotf debacle culmlnsted In an lmpro, 

tlsed summit at which the gravest le­
sues-ellmlnatlon ot bAlllstlc m1118lle8J 
elimlttntlon ol nuclenr weapons~were 
1nls@d In a manner ao 11lapdnah that no oM 
seems ~ure what happened. II th@ admlnle­
ttatlon really bellevea It came cl01e to 
world-trnnstormlng Af reemente In Iceland, 
it hns An uncon@ervnt ve tendency to exag• 
gernte Iha trnctnblllty of the world, or It 
has n dnngerous penchnnt tor lmprovlMtlon 
and chnoa In Its pollcy•mnklns procedures. 
And chnos begets chnos, 

Within dnya of the Dnnllolf 8Wnp, hoe• 
rnge Dnvld Jncobaen wn8 teen on vldeotnpe 
denouncing tho Rdmlnl8tratlon tor not do, 
ing M mueh tor AmMlcans held In Lebnnon 

Let me ask you to take part in a deci-
116n•mnklng exercise 1uch AS takes 
pince In your government often, Thia 
theoretkAI problem will Involve wheth• 
er or rtOt to tnke a risk that II successful 
will provide cnormoua benefits for the 
country, but which If unsuccessful and 
mlsundmtood could mull, al A mini• 
mum, In greAt embarraMment and, 
more likely, In A consldernblo sctback 

• to U.S. reL,tlons with Allies And to your 
r~lnllons With Congress, This kind of 
1ltuRtlon~where the ~otentlal gain Is 
very high but where Information Is In• 
complete And risks Are high-ls not un• 
common In government, But let'• get 
on with the scenArlo. 

It begln1 With the arrival In your of• 
flee OM dny of a foreign dlplomnt who . 
report, that A third government of 
grent etrnteglc Importance with whom 
you hnve no rclntlona hns expressed nn 
lntemt In a dialogue to determine 
whether or not common lntemte exl1t 
thnt mny mnke poselble n mod111 vlv~H• 
di, n renewnl of etnblo relntlona. 

You nre concerned, for thle Involves n 
country whoac government hM recently 
g6rte through n very violent revolution In 
whkh the government killed llternlly 
hundred, of thou1111nds of lte own people 
nnd where there le no certain b.,sls for 
confidence thnt the people you might 
den! with carry renl nuthorlty, or will deal 
In good IAlth, or will be nble to mnke 
good 011 their commHmente. 

Furthermore, It Is n government thnt 
' Rt this very moment 11 Involved In 1up­

portln1 elements In third countries that 
nre engngcd In killing AmerlcMa, And 
tho dlplomnt urging you to do this nlso 

\ 

. ~8 WM done lor !Jnnlloll, Ho8tnge•tnkers Smithsonian's attic and du8ted olf not only 
are encouraged by 8Ucce&•es of the sort a Henry Kl811nger ln1lght, but nlao A Kl8• 
th@ Soviet Union hnd In Jerking nround the 1lngerlnn ~tyle, 
RMgnn ndmlnlntrntlon, lmnglne the brisk lrnn '"• ht Klsalnger•, !ornmlatlon, "the 
bualneM In hoatageR, now that weapons are China of the Nineties," 'rhat Is, lrnn will ho 
lho coin of thnt commerce, whnt Chinn WM In the Seventies: a lnrge, 

Tho lrnnlnn epl1ode hA8 como to light lmportnnt nntlo11 contlguou8 to the Soviet 
jUftt M Oemoerttt8 aro coming to power In Union And therefore In need of Western 
the &!nate, The power of lnveatlgntlon, lrlendBhlp, Thnt formulntlon It timely com• 
sven more thnn of leglelntlon, mny soon be Ing from Klaslnger who, n, nntlonnl aecurl• 
the principal Senate thorn In tho admlnl8• ty ndvlBCr, did n owccplng end run around 
1ratlo1t'8 side, . Rn unnwRre Sccretnry of Stnte Wllllnm 

Thero Is golnfl to b@ n long, lively row Rogors In prepnrlng tho opening to Chinn 
about tha wlodom ol trndlng nrm8 for 16 yem ngo, 
hoglng@8, nnd of trndln11 with tho lrnnlnn& Rumor8 that thn denllngo with lrnn hnve, 
through lsrnell lntermodlnrl@8, Certainly or hnd, Smetnry of Stnte George Shults 
by pnylng for ho8tnges In th@ coin ol dl8tre81ed to the point of considering mlg• 
mllltnry mnterlel, U,S, policy opnre8 lrnn nntlon rnlse three queotlon8: whnt tlld he 
the naeeMlty of mnklng A policy choice, know, when did he know It, whnt did he do 
lrnn can get n@eeo8ltle8 nnd remnln hootllo ftbout 111 And eplgodes like thle nre remind• 
10 the United Staten, Whnt @1peelnlly do• ors thnt our nntlonnl nttlc contnlns few 
~,nndo mutiny lo the riddle of how U ,S, 1peelm@n8 of rcolRMtlOll etyle8, 
~olley- whntev@r It lo-It mnde. It WM n policy concemlng ho8tngc8 nnd 

111 "C:ndllln¢ Jnck," n plrnre~que novel lrnn-Cnrtcr'li nttempt to te8cue Iha holi• 
About, nmong other thlng8, Wnshlnyton lnMc&- thnt provoked tho most recent poll• 
~,or~n, Lnrry MeMurtry demlbe8 WA8h• ' cy•relnted renlgnntlon of n senior orllclnl, 
lngton A8 "n grnveynrd of 8tyle8," n city of' Cyru8 Vnnco lost nn Arllument wlthht the 
musaun1e In whlth the defining nt1ltude8 • Cnrter ndmlnlntrntlon concerning whnt ho 
are curatorial. In the Iranian episode, considered a core Value, and departed with 
someone seems to have rummaged In the dignity_. 

Edmund S, Muskie 

Democrats: Pick Washington 
WMhlngtOtt 18 ex~ectlng some very Im• 

~ortMl eo11,pn11y todny, Our red enrpet 18 
out !or BO Deniocrnte lrom nil wnlk1 of life 
who hnve been n81lg11ed the Job of chooelng 
. 1. ft •• 11 ... , .... . , .... ••• 1 .. 1 .. 1naa ..... -1 ... uM,, 

ler~on, Jnmeg Madison, Georg~ Mnsnn~ 
should be the site ol n pre8lclentlnl nomlnn• 
tlon. And because the OMtlet nf Co1u111hln 
hn■ voted 1olldly Oenmcrntlc alnce it~ cit!• 
•&,ul we.Pa eluam •hn hallot. Hu, ht11t,r.tntl~ 

makes clear that there wilt undoubtedly , 
be~ quid pro quo Involved-you wlll 
hnve to pny something for this, probAbl}' 
In the domain of security AllslstAnce of 
aome kind, for the country In question la 
locked Inn atmteglc struggle with !ta 
neighbor, At the S11me time, there la no 
question but that II such n dlAlogue were 
lo develop ~nd be kept clandestine for ' 
long enough to Identify n eel of mile• 
atones for renewing ntnblc relntlons, tho 
atrnteglc lnterruita of the United State1 
would benefit enormously. 

The queetlon for you Is: "Would you 
ngree to go lo a lint meeting as sug• 
gMted by this foreign dlplomntr' 

It Isn't too presumptuous to assert 
lhAI most of the readers of this column, 
given the events of the paal few dnys, 
would cluck &ell-nasuredly at this see• 
nnrlo and MY, "Of course not, what do 
you tnke me for?" 

Of courec th~ sccnRrlo Isn't theoretl• 
cnl: It hne hnppcned, nnd the govern• 
ment decided to go ahead with the clnn• 
dCAtlne contacts, The country wAA 
China, nnd todny moat people credit the 
secret dlplomncy of !Jr, llenry Klesln• 
ger with glvlnH u1 one of the most dra• 
mntlc dlplomntlc triumphs ever 
nchleved In our hletory. 

My point here Iii not to nasert the 
ChinA experlenc~ nan perlect analogue 
to recent effort8 townrd lrnn, But the 
bnelc l11S11e wns the Mme, Nurturing n • 
etrMeglc reorientation In a country'& ' 
policy requires discretion, JuclgmMt • 
nnd patience. /\nd It Is never rlsk•lree, 

-Robert C. McFarlana 

On Oct.21LI geve a 1peech at tulane University 
titled "The nw of the Constitution." Its main 
theme concerned the distinction between the Con• 

, stltutlon, which, In Ila own word1, I• "the supreme 
law of the land," And con111tuttonal caBes. On Oct. 

' 29 The Po1t commented that what I said was 
"aelf•evldent" and something "everyone knows," 
Nonethelcu, The P011t was worried about what I 
did not any, nnd a1ked: "Why Give Thnt Speech?" 

The burden of The POllt's edltorlnl concerned whnt 
I believe about the force of Supreme Court decl,long, 
Doe, a ruling have general applicability beyond the 
cnse ltself1 May public officials and private citizens 
ch00!8 to Ignore them at wlll1 Putcing the worst 
con1tructlon on whnt I did 110/ MY, The Post won· 
dered whether the speech might be "an Invitation to 
conetltutlonal thnOII and nn expreMlon of contempt 
for the federal Judiciary and the rule of law,• 

I believe It Iii Important not only to put these 
concerns to rest but nlso lo emphnalze ngaln the point 
of tho 81)Cech-that our Conatltutlon 11 the supreme 
or paramount lnw of tho IAnd, 

Supreme Court declalone do; ol course, have 

'laking. Exception 

general nppllcablllty, In addition to binding the pnrllc~ 
In the cnse at hand, A decision la binding precedent on 
lower federal courts as well Al state courts, Further, 
such decl1lon1, RB Lincoln once enld, nre "entitled to 
very high reepe,:t and conslderntlon In all pnr:iliel 
calll!B" by the other departments of government, both 
Ccdcrnl And 1tnte, Argument, lrom prudence, the 
need for 8tnblllty In the law, and rellpcct for th" 
Judlclnry will nnd should pcreunde offlclnle ol thr~r 
other Institutions to nblde by n d~clalon ol the co11r1 . 
II would be highly lrreal)()n8lble tor them not to 
conform their behavior to precedent: 

I quite ngree with The Poet that, tor example, the 
general principle laid down In Brown v, Board of 
P.'r/11tallo11 governed not only KaMa!, whence tlw 
cnae arlille, but also All other atntes thnt hnd ~ev,,r• 

II two lnstnnces cnn be Mid to constitute gnted 8choola. Or to uae Rn exnmple o( a i1,•dsl1111 
n pnttern, there 18 n pnltcrn, nlbelt sketchy, with which I do not ngree, Ro, 11 Wad, atn1ck down 
In June 1915, Woodrow Wllson'uecretnry Texn& abortion lnw, but nleo contnlned a prlndpt --
of ntntc, Wllllnm JcnnlllKR Bryan, re81gncd, thnt olflclnlii In other stntee were obliged to npply. 
A8 hlgtorlan Henry Mny wrote, Brynn wn, Constitutional declalon& by the court are not ''th· 
perhaps the only devout Chrlstlnn pnd!lat 1upreme lnw ol the lnnd" In the acnac that th, 
ever to be lorelsn minister of n grent Con&tltutlon la, nut they are law, 11 I 1ttld nt Tuln11,•, 
power, lie mlgncd over n policy Involving nnd they nre the lnw of the land In the aenae that thri 
n core vnluc-U,S, movement nwny from do Indeed have genernl npplicnblllty nnd deserve ti, 
neutrnllly lollowlng the 1lnkinll of the grentest mpect from nil Amerlcan8, 
L111ltnnln, So "why give thnt 1peech"I The P08t'a edltori:" 

Totltty, A 1eulor Republican 1enntor WAI Inn aen8e nnswered by a letter to these pn~,-
(Rkhnrd Lugnr ol lndlann, chairmnn of the by n lnw 1chool denn, who SQcmed to deny ti,· 
Foreign Relntlona C:on1111ltte@) says Shults • distinction between the Constitution and con~tlh• 
elnhna he wna "not converannt" with Im• tlonnl lnw. While Tho l'ost believes thot whnt I sai 
portnnt napects of the lrnnlnn connection, • wna "1elf•evldent• nnd something "every"" 
Lugnr MY& lmportnnt delnlls . "obviously ,. knows,• obvlo111ly thl111 not the cnae. 
nppnrently were" kept from g11u111, Be• It romnlns nceemry now, Just ns It wna thn 
enuee U.S. policy nnd the proce88 thnt weeks ngo In New Orlenn1, lo explnln this dlsti11 
pruduced II nre u11clenr, It 11 in1poa1lble to lion, There l8 nn unfortunate tendency, 01 dch1•" 
nny whlell 11 worse, the policy or the strnted by the denn'a letter u well Ra otil 
proeeM, commentary on tho l88UO, to confuse coMtltutlm • 

Given tho pnMlon Shult, hns Invested In lnw with the C:on!tltutlon, To the de~ree 11nr, , 
the prlnelple of not denlh1g with terrorl1t1, ment olrlclnls nnd prlvnte eltl!ens publicly di~:, 11 
hu may· now feel like mlgnlng not becnu10 the!!(! laauea, we will encournge the people nl , .. 
he wns re•ponalble tor whet Wal done, but• nntlon to focue on thnt most bnslc question: wh:•t 
bccnuse hd wns hO!. hl Rny cnsa1 &omeono •' the CoMtltutlon1 Thi, surely will help mnke ti 
•hould eoher up Untie Snrn nelore ht upcoming blcMtennlnl celebtntlon one thnt h ,. 
stnl!3ers into enother of tha world's 1hetp honor• our f11nd1tmentel IRW, 
cdgeb, Perhaps the easiest way lo understnnd the nr, • 

On the mntter of security, let's admit 
thnt our conventions nre different from the 
other pnrty'8, There nre nwiy more pulnt1 

• of view In the dcmocrnllo Democrntlc Pnr• 
tv. We like It thnt WAY, but It cnn get 

Mry distinction between the COMtltutlon nnd c,m 
tutional law is by reflecting on a key diffcrcn, , 
re~pcct to llow encl! mny be cl!Rnged, Attlde V of• 

, CoMtltutlon provldea the only menns tor chn11r 
the Constitution: the nmendment proceii.~, which ' 
Amerlcnn people hnve used 26 times In nhno~t • 
yenre, While this '\!olemn a~d nuthotltntlve" pn 
le the only wny lo niter the CoMtllutlon lt,u,11, 11<·• 
menn1, Including lltlgntlon, Ate nvnll~ble for M• ' 

• chnnge In nn erronaou, constltutlonnl tl~clnl,,,, lw 
court, 

Obvlouely, If thle wero not the cnee, tho C1Jllrt 1 

would bo etrnllJllckrled, unnblo to _rte011,l•f• • 
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This Iran Policy Makes Carter's Look·G~od . ~ --- ... . 
• By KAREN ELLIOTT HOUSE 

If some malicious Merlin were trying to 
concoct a scheme that, with one stroke of a 
wizard's wand, would undermine Ameri­
can principles, policies, people, interests 
and allies, it would be hard to conjure up 
anything more harmful and humiliating 
than secretly shipping supplies of Ameri­
can weaponry to the world's primary ter­
rorist state in exchange for a handful of 
hostages. 

That, however, is precisely what Ronald 
Reagan has been doing. The president, • 
who swept into power in 1980 in no small 
part because the country felt shamed by 
Iran's ·manipulation of American policy 
and people, six·years later turns out to be 
following much the same script. The dif­
ference, if any, is that he seems to be do­
ing worse for less. Jimmy Carter, for all 
his vacillation, at least resisted the temp­
tation to trade arms for 52 hostages Amer· 
ica had sent to serve in Tehran. Mr. Rea· 
gan, we now discover, has been shipping 
tons of weapons in partial exchange for a 
handful of hapless hostages. 
John Q. Hostage . 

The policy implications of all this are 
many. But, on the simple street level of 
your safety or mine, what Mr. Reagan has 
done is to buy today's hostages with tomor­
row's-to acquire a Mr. Jacobsen for ship­
loads of .weapons plus unlimited future 
draft choices on John Q. Hostage. 

For a country like Iran, engaged in a 
world-wide messianic crusade, there is no 
end to tlie tonnage of armaments it can use 
or to the number of innocent Americans it 
can abuse. For every hostage U.S. arms 
can buy back, there are all too many more 
available on the sidewalks . of Beirut or 
elsewhere. Indeed, in the 18 months that 
Mr. Reagan has been trading arms for in­
nocents, he appears to have acquired three 
(Messrs. Weir, Jenco and Jacobsen) and 
lost at least three more (Messrs. Cicippio, 
Tracy and Reed) . As the columnist Charles 
Krauthamrner put it last week, this is 
"commerce without end." 

As the spotlight shines on this secret 
"diplomacy," the White House apparently 
is redoubling its efforts, hoping to acquire 
a few more hostages and turn American 
public attention to more happy homecom­
ings. But even if the score temporarily . 
winds up being 6·0, the game is still no-win 

for America. Thars so for any number of 
reasons: 

• President Reagan has ·secretly sold 
• out his own stated policy of making no con· 
cessions to terrorism and has violated the 
substance, if not the legal letter, of his 
own administration's official arms em· 
bargo on Iran. It was Mr. Reagan himself 
who publicly labeled Iran a terrorist state. 
It is Mr. Reagan who has argued fre­
quently, persuasively and even coura­
geously against trucking with terrorists. It 

. is the Reagan a~n!stration that is ~r?se· 

. Shultz has staked his. personal prestige on 
a global campaign against cooperation 
.with terrorism. Only weeks ago, for exam­
ple, Mr. Shultz was at the United Nations 
reassuring Arab ministers that the U.S. 
was determined to stem the flow of arms 
to Iran. About the same time Defense Sec· 
retary Caspar Weinberger was in Peking 

•• urging Chinese leaders to cease shipping 
arms to Tehran. • . 

• The White House now argues that it 
wasn't simply purchasing hostages with 
arms. Rather, its emissaries were seeking 

_. • . We now have th~ spectacle of America chastising its ~­
. European allies for __ 'Y}Ot standing up to terrorism? a,ll t~e. • 
while surreptitiously shipping weapons to Tehran. . ~ · '~ .. 

cuting others which have sought to violate 
its arms embargo; Now all that has 
changed. It's as if the school drug coun· 
selor were sµddenly. discovered pushing 
crack. 

• Mr. Reagan has managed in one fell 
swoop to undercut U.S. credibility with al· 
lies in every part of the world. Closest to 
the epicenter are the Mideast moderates 
such as Jordan and Saudi Arabia that are 
directly threatened by Iran's military and 
ideological expansionism and that have 
come to rely on America's assurances that 
it is working to contain Iran. Instead, they 
now discover the White House, aided and 
abetted by Israel, is feeding the Iranian 
cancer with weaponry. . 

More broadly, Mr. Reagan is the presi-
• dent who has preached-and up to now 
practiced-a policy of constancy.and con· 
sistency in dealing with global allies. Yet, 
we now have the spectacle of America 
chastising its European allies for not 
standing up to Libyan, Syrian and Iranian 
terrorism, all the while surreptitiously 
shipping weapons to Tehran. It's as if Mr. 

·Reagan, having criticized his allies for not 
• supporting the contras, were suddenly dis· 
covered to have been shipping arms to the 
Sandinistas. For those among us who bela­
bored the French over their cynical behav­
ior toward Libya, Syria and Iran, grudging 
apologies are in order. 

• In the process·, Mr. Reagan seems to 
have cuckolded his own secretaries of state 
and defense. Secretary of State George 

to open a new dialogue with a nation that 
over the long run is strategically important 
to America and to encourage forces of 
moderation in that nation. It's difficult to 
dispute that Iran is strategically important 
or even that long-run U.S. interests lie 
,more with Iran than with its military foe, 
Iraq. Still, hostage issue aside, aiding Iran 
in its ·war against Iraq is tilting toward 
self-delusion-or worse. What, after all, is 
the difference between shipping arms to 
Khomeini's Iran in 1986 and shipping arms 
to Hitler's Germany in 1939? Germany was 
of long-run strategic importance to Amer· 
ica; the triumph of Ayatollah Khomeini's 
fundamentalism is likely to be as destruc­
tive to the Middle East as Hitler's Nazism 

._. would have been to Europe. •• 
As to the Iranian "moderates," if they 

. • exist at all in positions of real power, 
• which is questionable, a U.S. secret diplo· 

macy that seeks to embrace them almost 
• surely bestows the kiss of death. The U.S., 

·after all, remains the "Great Satan" in the 
official theology of Iran. 
. Some apologi)5ts for the arms shipments 
also argue that Mr. Reagan's policy is no 
different from Israel's-by giving some aid 
to Iran we help prolong a war that keeps 
two dangerous nations shooting at each 
other rather than wreaking wider regional 
havoc. This may or may not be in the in· 
terests of Israel, which is directly threat· 
ened by a regime in Baghdad that already 
has joined in two wars against it. But it's 
hard for anyone to argue that Iraq, even 

with its sometimes brutal government and 
its sporadic support for terrorism, poses a 
present threat to America. Beyond all that, 
does the U.S. really want to pursue a pol· 
icy so cynical that it ships arms to· pur· 
posely perpetuate the mass slaughter of 

. two armies that have already suffered a 
million casualties? 

• A final casualty of the secret plan to 
. arm Iran may well be a trend toward exec· 
utive dominance of U.S. foreign policy. 
One of the most profound accomplishments 
of Mr. Reagan's presidency has been grad~ ' 
ually to win the tug of war over which .• 

~· branch of government-executive or legis- 1 · i 
.- lative-should ·ultimately conceive and • ·• 
. conduct foreign policy. t;;;,t: ;,_, .. ,~ . ·f ,' · f 

By restoring constancy to foreign pol· , r. 
• icy, by talking tough and then acting in 

pursuit of his principles in places like 
Libya, Grenada and Nicaragua, Mr. Rea-

• gan has restored much of the foreign pol­
icy power of the ·presidency that had been 
snatched away by Congress in the post­
Vietnam era. The fact that conduct of for· 
eign policy has moved back where it 
largely belongs should stand as one of the 
lasting legacies of the Reagan years. Play­
ing games in Iran puts that legacy at risk. 
Congress-all the more so now that Demo­
crats control the ·senate-won't be shy 

"--about using this Iran policy, flawed both in 
its substance and its secrecy, to pull back 
the power it has lost. And that is a high 
price to pay for a few hostages. 
Expensively Purchased Freedom 

So one returns to the hostages, to the 
• picture of Mr. Jacobsen standing in front 

of the White House, lecturing the press and 
. the nation eproute to join the president and 

first lady in celebrating his expensively 
purchased freedom. It seems heartless to 
wish Mr. Jacobsen or any of the hostages 
anything but happiness at home with their 
families. But somehow, all of us, including 
our president, must come to understand 
that there are higher causes than the re· 
lease of individual hostages, that national 
and individual interests aren 't always iden­
tical, that we must not let the nation be 
held hostage to our sympathy for hostages, 
that the U.S. can be victimized by these 
victims. 

Ms. House is the Journal's foreign edi· 
tor . 
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, • 6 v Se h £ Arms sanjani, Speaker of the Iranian Parlia- lieved to have allowed more arms anc1 ITan, fn • I ear arc ror 1 ment, negotiated a deal in Libya to se- spare pans to flow to Iran. 
cure Soviet-made Scud missiles in June In the last year, Israel has become r.,•nds 1.1 T.o·' J of 1.1 ,.,.ll,·ng Su'nnl,·ers 1985, for example, he flew to Damascus the major supplier of modem 

I' j YY C • IU YY j r r lo help arrange the release or 39 Amer- American-made pans to Iran, al-
• . icans taken hostage m the hijacking of though the exact size of the shipments 

By ELAINE SCIOLINO • Military Sales, an arms com~any a Trans World Airlines plane. cannot be measured, according to inde-
spcciat 10 11,o - York T•m•• owned ~y the British Defense Ministry. The Task of Tracking Arms pendent arms analysts. 
WASHINGTON, Nov. 24 - During its Land-. Rover Deal Discussed France, one of Iraq's largest suppli-

But the murky, often secret nature of h kno led ed that F h ...,,six-year war with Iraq, Iran has bought d I bl ers, as ac w g renc -

f,
'nore than 59 billion In arms from Last week, Prime Minister Margaret arms ea ing makes it impossi e to made antitank missiles and large 
\merica's allies and enemies alike, ac- Thatcher told Parliament that "a very determine precisely what Iran spends amounts of ISO-millimeter ammunition 

cording to a high-ranking Reagan Ad· small quantity" of what she called non- on arms and where it spends It. have made their way to Iran since last 
;ministration official. lethal equipment had been delivered to "The Iranians know how to play year, although French officials denied 

Iran as a result of these talks, without games," said Gary G. Slck,.a member any involvement. The shipments were 
·; Other officials and independent arms specifying what had been shipped. of the Nationa_l Security Council Jn the so large, however, that independent 
analysts say that while North Korea British officials also confirmed last Carter Admtntstratlon and author of a arms experts say the French Govern-
and China are Iran's most important • . . recent book on Iran. "They've cut deals ment must have known of them. 
arms suppliers, Western countries pro- week that they were negouatmg a $37•8 through private channels and with gov- Some of these sources say they be­
vide :1boul 20 percent of the Teheran • million deal to ~ nd J,OOO Land·Rovers emments that don't acknowledge lleve that arms constituted at least 

h to Iran. The vehicles presumably could. them, which makes arms tracking part of the $330 million that France re-
Government's pure ases. be converted for military use. 1 very difficult." cently gave Iran as partial repayment 

U.S. 'Opened the Floodgates• The American-Israeli link to Iran of a $1 billion loan extended under the 
In a hearing today before the House I shows Lhat Iran will buy from anyone. Shah. 

These sources contend that rec~nt Forei n Affairs C-Ommittee Assistant And despite an official American arms Ponuguese state-run factories 
disclosures of American ar~s shtp- Secre,ary of State Richard 'w. Murphy embargo an~ a worldwide ~mpalgn to produce large quantities of ammuni­
ments to Iran through Israel will make , prevent alltes. from shlppmg arms, lion and mortar shells Lhat have been 
it impossible ror the Administration to said that North K~rea was Iran s ~ri- large amounts of weapons have sold to h'an, an Administration official 
stem the now of arms to Iran by allies mary arms supplier and that Chma reached Teheran from the United said. "Despite our protests, officials 
of the United States. . and Eastern ~urope also supplted States and its allies through govern- look the other way," an official said. 

I
. weapons. He said he was unable to con- ment licensees and unofficial chaMels. From time to time, the Italian au-

"We seem to have opened the flood· firm whether France and Portugal had From 1979 to 1983, the only years for thorlties have allowed spare parts for 
gates for our allies to sell arms .toi sent weapons to Iran. which reliable American Intelligence Hawk missiles and for helicopters to 
Iran," an Administration o~ficial_·sa1d. figures are available, Iran spent $2.8 reach Iran, the official added. Iran has 
"I have the sense countries Wtll bel Iran has shown considerable imagi• billion on major arms purchases from also received transports and small 
ru_shing to T~ran to make of~~rs and nation in scouring the world for weap-/ the United States, the Soviet Union, boats from Japan; tents and trucks 
cltnch deals. • • ons and spare parts from providing France, Bntam, West Germany, Italy, from India; armored cars, rocket 

Late last month, for example, an Ira foreign visitors with• bsts of arms ,ti China, Rumania and Poland, and $2.6 launchers and large amounts of hand 
nian negotiating team went to Britain wants to using Its diplomats and exiles! b1llton m arms through other nations grenades from Brazil; artl\lery and 

I r Ch rt • 1 and indirect sources. Intelligence ana• ammunition from South Afnca; Fok· 
apparent Y to g~t parts or ie am abroad as arms procurers. lysts concede this is a partial list. ,. ker aircraft and military electronics 
tanks and Scorpion armored cars, ac- Jn the last two years, Iran's leaders, 
cording to American and British offl• seeking to Improve the country's An Increased Flow Is Seen equipment from the Netherlands; 
clals. They said the parts were pro-• image abroad and win support for its Since unannounced American negotl- Chieftain tank parts from Britain, and 
vtded for in contracts concluded under war policy, have traveled extensively. ations with Iranian factions began last 
the Shah's reign with International Just after Hojatollslam Hashemi Raf-· year, several Western countries are be- ARMS ... Pg.10 
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U.S. courted Iran to counter 
buildup of ,60() Sovjet agents 
By James Morrison 
and Martin Sieff 
lHf WASHINGTON TIMES 

• • identified, sai<J the Soviet buildup in­
cluded moving "600 agents into the 
Soviet Embassy in Iran" during the 

When the Reagan administration 
launched its secret effort to restore 
relations with Iran, the U.S. intelli­
gence community believed the So­
viet Union already had 600 agents in 
Tehran poised to direct Iranian com­
munists in a post-Khomeini PQWer 
struggle, it was learned yesterday. 

It is not clear whether those 
agents were embassy personnel or 
undercover operatives, said a source 
closely connected to U.S. intelli• 
gence officials. 

President Reagan has said that 
the growing Soviet influence in Iran 
was a major motivation for the effort 
he authorized in January that even­
tually led to shipments of arms to 
"moderates" in Iran . . 

Mr. Reagan has not revealed de­
tails of the Soviet buildup. But it is 
known that the Soviets have massed 
military forces on the Iranian bor­
der. 

The source, who asked not to be 

time the Reagan administration was 
preparing its overtures to what it be­
lieved was a moderate faction in Teh­
ran. 

The additional Soviets in Iran are 
working with pro-Soviet elements 
within the Khomeini regime and 
with the Iranian communist party, 
the 1\tdeh. which was severely crip· 
pied early in the Khomeini era. 

U.S. intelligence officials believed 
that the Soviets were counting on the 
Tudeh to play -a role in a post· 
Khomeini power struggle. Such a 
struggle·could erupt upon the death 
of the 86-year-old religious leader -
who many believe is ill - or in the 
wake of a disastrous military offen­
sive against Iraq, 

The ~fficials believed that the 
long-planned "final offensive" 
against Iraq would fail, creating 
enough political turmoil in 'Iehran to 
topple the ayatollah and leaving a 
power vacuum that the Tudeh or 

• other Soviet allies would fill. Under 
the terms of a 1921 treaty, never re­
nounced, the Soviets have to right to 

9 

intervene in Iran militarily if the 
Moscow government deems the in· 
ternal situation in Iran threatens the 
security of the Soviet Union. 

The "moderate" forces identified 
by the U.S. intelligence community 
appear to be the faction led by 
Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali­
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 52. He 
is known to favor pragmatic rela­
tions with other nations to increase 
Iran's military might, and has been 
opposed by more leftist elements 
surrounding President Ali 
Khamenei, 47, and Prime Minister 
Mir-Hussein Musavi, 43. 

crushed the Tudeh, and as many as 
10,000 died in that campaign, ac­
cording to some reports. The ayatol­
lah has publicly referred to Soviet 
"barbarism," and on one occasion 
stalked out of a meeting with Soviet 
Ambassador Vladimir Vinogradov 
in anger over his "atheism." 

Nevertheless, those chilly rela­
tions have been thawing lately. On 
Oct. 9, Tehran news reports quoted 
Soviet President Andrei Gromyko as 
telling the new Iranian ambassador 
to Moscow, Nasser Heirani Nobari, 
that "Soviet experts will soon return 
to Iran." Mr. Gromyko added that the 
Soviet Union wanted an expansion of 

Mr. Khamenei and Mr. Musavi friendly ties with Iran "despite ideo­
are, even by Iranian standards. logical differences." 
strongly anti-Western, and have Soviet advisers were withdrawn 
urged increasing government con- from Iran last year after an escala­
trol of the economy and a redis- tion of Iraqi air raids. 
tribution of wealth. Their emphasis In August, Iran announced it 
has. been on •:purifying" the rev- would resume natural gas deliveries 

• olut10n domesttcally. : to the Soviet Union. They had been 
. •. . suspended since the 1979 Islamic 

Mr. RafsanJa~•; however, 1s _also Revolution. And in September, the 
the mam PB!ron m the leadership of first joint session of the Iranian­
the Revolut10nary Guards, and has Soviet Chamber of Commerce, held 
been perso~a~ly favored by Ay~tol-,· in 'Iehran, approved plans to in­
lab K_homem1 for ~IS determined crease the annual volume of trade 
pursmt of the war with Iraq. He has between the two nations to $1 billion. 
also repeatedly warned the Persian Ironically. if the U.S. overtures to-
Gulf states to "fall into line'.' ward Iran were motivated by fear of 

Relations between Moscow and 
Tehran have frequently been appall· AGENTS ... Pg. 10 
iiig. From 1981 to 1983, the ayatollah 
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volved are largely from the .Middle· ARMS ... from Pg. 9 
F.ut,heaaid. · The. lists are .,....,. of a -ra1 F-4 and F,5 parts, overcoats and uni• lery shells and a sma~I number of ar- by freezing its assets and said his COl;IR· 

=~of
----=:, ...,...:,-.,.:_ ..._ forms from South Korea mored personnel earners. try would have relations with maJor 
~--o1 •• ..__......, an S 1 1 d has ed 1be Soviet Unioo, Iraq's largest powers only if they ceased their 

and Berlin aimed at limit· w tz.er an operat either a~ a arms supplier, has Increased llB ship- "blackmailing." 
mg the ,1., .. -.. f croa&-border third-pany broker or 8 direct supplier ments to Iran through Czechoslovakia, 1be newspaper Islamic Republic • 

-~ o sub- of parts for European-made weapons, which has sent chemical warfare said the Speaker had told Defen 
vennon,dipl~-A.: accordingc _,_:____ Jc! ... theGermanWestem

85 
ac~r:ry~,:.,8~~w,'!5·cont I equipment, light arms and ammunl- Ministry officials that Iran had 1 :e-1 

.,. ...... - ..... _., f ro ex- tion, and through Poland, which has ceived no Hawk antiaircraft missiles 
well as Soviet bodies have been co- ports O arm~ are inteUJaence officers sent antiaircraft guns, rocket- and fewer TOW antitank missiles th1&11 
operating in the actions. who k~p things from their govern- propelled grenades and parts for ar• American officials have said. 

Soviet ments, aald Anthony Cordesman, a mored equipment and heavy weapons 
o1llcials have accepted vice president of the defense research the soorces say. ' "Two thousand, or even 200, ro:v 

notes from the Allied prot.ecting arm of the Eaton Corporation and an American-made weapons and pans missiles - these figures are of course 
powers - the United States, Britain, authority on the Iran-Iraq war. "These are stlll the most crucial component of not correct," the Speaker was qUOled 
and France_ singling out diplomat.s countries are turning a bland eye." Iran's arms systems arms experts as saying. "lbey are talking nonsense. 
in East Berlin 111d have indicated American officials say they believe say. "With the American arms shl~ There have been no Hawk mlsal.lel ID-
they -••d a-., _ _...,,. •nv -•b"er- that North Korea alone has sent Iran ments, the genie ls out of the bottle," volved at aU." 

...-uw -. .. ..., ...,.,., --., .... .. more than SI billion in weapons, includ- Mr. Cordesman said. "No one can tell . . 
lion against "9lt _Berlin. 1ng tanks, artillery pieces, antiaircraft how many of the American systems Representative. Jim Wright, Demo-

..., _____________ -tguns, monars, rifles and other guns. will now be operational or predict what crat of Texas, said last week that he 
While Ollna Is believed by American this shift of high technology will had been told _by the White House that 

AGENTS... lntelllgenceofficlalsandarmsanulysts mean" 2,008 TOW missiles and pans for 235 

from. Pg_. ~ to have signed a SJ.6 billion arms deal • Hawk antiaircraft batteries had been 
_ :J with Iran that Includes F-7 fighter supplied to Iran. He said Iran had paid 

Soviet influence, the warmer Soviet planes, artillery, tanks and armored Iranian Dia utea Reports $12 million for the shipment. 
attitude toward Tehran seems lo personnel carriers, It _Is unclear what P Hojatollslam Rafsanjani disputed 
have been partly motivated by rear has actually been delivered. TE HE RAN, Iran, Nov. 2• (Reuters) the figure, saying: "See how Ignorant a 
of growing Chinese influence. In Arms From Ubya and Syrta . _ The Speaker of the Iranian Parlia• person who talks at the U.S. Congress 
September 1985, China signed a $1.6 1be same sources say Libya and ment said in remarks published today ls. If they wanted to ship 230 Hawk mis-
billion arms deal with Iran for the Syria, Iran's only Middle Eastern that the quantity of arms supplied by sues at prtces of 10 years Bf!l• It would 
supply of heavy weapons. Mr. Rar- allies, have made significant arms the United States to Iran was smaller cost 10 times that amou~t. 
sanjani, who visited Peking last year, shipments tn the last three years, in- than has been reported in Washington. He was quoted as saymg the TOW 
appears to have been a leading archi- eluding Soviet-made tanks, Katyusha The Speaker, Hojatolislam Hashemi missiles alone, at pre-1979 prices, 
tect of this connection. artillery rockets, SAM-7 missiles, anti• Rafsanjani, also accused the United would cost twice the figure cited by Mr. 

Iran shares a I.250-mile frontier aircraft guns, antitank missiles, artil- States and France of "bull~" Iran WrighL 
with the Soviet Union. 1\vicc this 
century, in 1914 and 1941. Russia oc-
cupied northern Iran in cooperation 
with British forces in the solllhern 
half of the country. 

A Soviet occupation of Iran would 
bring the Soviet Union to the Persian 
Gulf and give it control over the 
main oil supply route for Western 
Europe and Japan - a possibility 

STRATEGIC DEFENSE 

that has been the nightmare of West, 
em defense planners for the p11st 40 
years. . 

The Soviets, however, have exper­
ienced a bitter guerrilla w11r in 
Afghanistan since occupying the 

20 NOVEMBER 1986 (25) 
JCS SAID TO OPPOSE SDI NEAR-TERM DEPLOYMENT 

country in December 1979. and 
would probably fear getting bogged 
down in a vastly greater struggle 
with Iran's deeply motivated pop· 
ulation of almost 50 million. 

Pg. 5 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff are said to be opposed to the near-term deployment of 
the Strategic Defense Initiative program that is being sought by many in Congress who 
fear the loss of the program under a president less determined than .President Reagan. 

In addition, Air Force Chief of Staff Larry D. Welch is considered the most vocal 
opponent of the SDI program, afraid that it will prove harmful to future Air Force 
budgets. 

According to a report by the Heritage Foundation, the Joint Chiefs are "quietly 
opposing• the proposal to approve an interim deployment of the SDI •for their own par• 
ochial reasons.• They, like Air Force Chief of Staff Welch, are concerned that a grow­
ing SDI program will drain vital funds away from other defense programs. 

Welch, •the most adamant senior military opponent of SDI," is said to subscribe to 
the traditional view that •a strong offense is the best defense," a view that sup· 
porters of SDI see playing •into the hands of SOi's liberal opponents." 

It is better known that there are those in the State Department who want the 
president to delay the SDI program, as opposed by the Soviets, in order to get a Soviet 
agreement to reduce offensive forces. 

Welch recently told the Air Force Association National Symposium in Los Angeles 
that the current national military strategy of deterrence has been successful for over 
40 years and is •the lowest-cost strategy to meet a growing military threat." 

Welch did not mention the SDI program in his address, but he did say that he no 
longer gives the •The Russians are coming" speech because "we have been doing the right 
things over the last 6 years to ensure that the Russans are not coming." 

10 
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: Iran S~1ll ·Supports .Terrorism, 
t ·~ State Dept. Official Testifies____ . 

·.·Wh ~t-· h d p•t ·,A • t • , eration have been made by the president's senior ad-

, · ., 

l e ea_ '-.ll es SSOCla ion visers. • 
1 TT.C/h y• -1 ,# • . Whitehead, professing embarrassment at what he 
- w i .I\.lunape.rs o, 3 Americans said w_as ignorance about details of the arms-to-Iran 

• • ·• operation disclosed almost three weeks ago, also called 

By Walter Pincwi and David B. Ottaway 
for a review of the National Security Council's involve­
ment in such "operational matters." 

He said the department "welcomed' the council's 
role as an adviser to the president, but "when they are 
involved in operational matters •.. ·we have concern 
particularly when we don't know about them." White­
head also suggested that Reagan 

Wa:Jhington Po:1t Stnf( Writcr:j . 

Deputr Secretary of State John C. Whitehead yes­
t~rday d1sp~ted the assertion by President Reagan and 

. his top advisers that the administration's secret diplo­
macy to Iran had caused· the regime of Ayatollah Ru­
hollah Khomeini to ease its support for terrorism. 

"may have been poorly advised." 

In remarks that appeared to prolong the feuding be~ 
tween the State Department and White House White­
head told the House Foreign Affairs Committee that 
Iran's links to terrorism included "association" with 

,those who abducted three Americans in Beirut this fall 
and Tehra_n's "~inancial, logistical and material" backing · 
for terronsts Ill the Persian Gulf, Lebanon and else­
where. 

The three-hour appearance by 
Whitehead and Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard W. Murphy, who 
handles Middle East affairs, came in 
the wak~ of verbal sniping between 
the White House and State Depart­
ment over the president's overture 
to Tehran and the subsequent ship-
ment of U.S. weapons. , 

"I don't like to differ:with my president, but I believe 
there is still some continuing evidence of Iranian in­
volvement with terrorism;" said Whitehead, the depart-
ment's second-ranking_o(ficial. • 

In a televised speech Nov. 13; Reagan said "there has 
been no evidence of Iranian government complicity in 
acts of terrorism against the United States" since the 
White House resumed its secret contacts with Iran 
about 18 months ago. Similar as.c;ertions of Iranian mod-

Whitehead, who learned only two 
hours before the hearing that he 
was to testify, was chosen by Sec­
retary of State George P. Shultz 
because he is a political appointee 
and considered better positioned 
than a r:1reer diplom;it to de;il with 
a possible hostile reaction from the 
White Ho_use, according _to depart-
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Rafsanjani • and Pentagon agree:· 
Arms sent to Iran won't win war 
FROM COMBINED DISPATCHES 

The Speaker-of Iran's Parliament 
and a top Pentagon official told the 
same story in different words yester­
day - the U.S. arms sent-Iran by the 
Reagan administration won't make 
much difference in the Persian Gulf 
war. 

Ali-Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who broke the news three weeks ago 
of American overtures to Tehran, 
said the quantity of ar~ the United 
States supplied Tehran was smaller 
than has been reported in Washing­
ton. 

The Islamic Republic newspaper, 
reporting remarks Mr. Rafsanjani 
made to Defense Ministry officials, 
quoted the powerful politician-cleric • 
as saying Iran received -no Hawk 
anti-aircraft missiles • and '•fewer 
TOW anti-tank missiles·than U.S. of-
ficials have said. • 

"'Iwo thousand, or even 200.-TOW • 
missiles ·- these • figures are of 
course n~t correct. They are talking 
nonsense. There have been no Hawk 
missiles involved at all," the Islamic 
Republic newspaper quoted him as 
telling Defense Ministry officials. 

House Majority 'Leader Jim 

Wright, Texas Democrat, said last 
week that he had been told by the 
White House that 2,008 TOW mis­
siles and parts for 23S Hawk anti­
aircraft batteries had been supplied 
to Iran. 

Meanwhile, a senior Pentagon of­
ficial in Washington said yesterday 
that U.S. arms shipments would 
"prolong" the six-year Iran-Iraq war 
and "make things more difficult, but 
it won't make a difference in terms 
of the outcome." 

The official, who asked not to be 
named, said it is doubtful whether 
Iran's pqorly trained military forces 
could effectively use the TOW anti-
tank weapons. . 

"I doubt the guys could knock out 
100 tanks with 2,000 TOWs." he said. 

U.S. parts for Iran's 60 to 80 
American-made-F-4, F-S and F-14 jet 
fighters are the most difficult items 
for the Iranians to obtain. Iran has 
kept the jets flying by using parts 
from grounded jets and buying 
parts on the international arms mar-
ket, the official said. • 

He said China hus bccnrne lrnn's 
pdm.~ry sou re~ of ~vcap~>ns , . along 

7 

with North Korea and the Warsaw 
Pact mitions. 

"China is in it for the rrnme)'.°· he 
said. "They know that when thl• war 
is over. Iran will have to rebuild its 
forces and they want the business.''_ 

Although the war remains at a 
standoff, Pentagon offidals believe 
Iraq · could win because of its air, 
tank and artillery superiority over 
Iran. 

"The war is stalemated and may 
run for maybe a couple more years," 
the official said. "Then you may end 
up with some. sort of cease-fire in 
place." 

He added that a major offensive 
by Iran is expected sometime be­
tween now and April. 
, In the war itself, meanwhile, 

Iraq's air. fo_rce has become in­
creasingly. active. Since May, Iraq 
has employed its superior air power 
to strike Iranian oil and industrial 
targets in hopes of crippling the 
Iranian economY, and p·ressuring 
Iran to accept its cease-fire offers. 

Yesterday, Iraqi jets attacked Ah­
waz in southwestern I ran for the sec­
ond time in four days, killing 10 peo-

..... - "' . ~ 

ment sources. Whitehead replaced 
the scheduled witness, Undersec­
retary Michael H, Armacost, a ca­
reer foreign service officer. 

The State Department had 
sought to cancel the hearing on the 
!:(rounds that it was ill-informed 
about the secret Iranian operation, 
the sources said, but committee 
Ch:1irman Dante B. Fascell (D-Fla.) 
refused. 

Whitehead confirmed that once 
the secret decision was made by the 
president last Jan. 17 to proceed 
with ;irms shipments, State Depart• 
ment officiflls were "excluded from 
cables and documents., related to 
the opernti"on and that the depart• 
ment was "at no time operationally 
involver!," 

I le s,iid- he did not believe th;it 
Shultz knitw ab<iut operational as­
pects after Jan. 17. Whitehead said 
he "assumed" the secretary had told 
him wharrver he did know. Former 
national security adviser Robert C. 
~lcFarlane·; who accomp;inied one 
~hipment • of arms to Tehran last 
'-Pring, hl!s said he kept Shultz fully 
advised of the Iran overtures. 

Whitehead called for "a major 
diplomatic initiative" by the admin· 
istration to explain its actions and 
reestablish the credibility of its an­
titerrori&m and Iran arms embargo 
policies. He said he hoped that 
Shultz, whom ,he strongly endorsed, 
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pie and wounding SS others, the 
otfo:ial Iranian news agency JRJl!A 
said. -

It said Iranian warplanes also 
bombed a petrochemical plant at 
Mosul, about 225 miles n.orthwest of 
Iraq's capital of Baghdad. 

Tehran radio said long-range 
Iranian artillery began shelling tar­
gets in Iraq yesterday in retaliation 
for air strikes on two cities in west­
ern Iran Sunday. 

Iran's official IRNA news agency 
said at least 98 people were killed in 
Bakhtaran, about 260 miles south· 
west of Tehran, when Iraqi jets de­
stroyed 25 houses, a school, four cars 
and a minibus. 

The attack left smoke billowing 
from the targets, IRNA said. The 
raid came less than 24 hours after 
I ran fired a surface-to-surface mis­

. sile ;it Baghdad. 
Libya has supplied Iran with Scud 

B missiles, which were described by 
the Pentagon official as an inaccu­
rate ''te1·ror weapon" used by Iran to 
attack Iraqi targets more than 200 
miles away. Iran fires Scud missiles 
into Iraq about six times a month, 
the official said. 

Staff writer Bill Gertz contributed 
to tllis report. • 
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Pe.res Def ends Israeli Actions 
Some Fear Arms Deal May Hurt U.S. Ties 

By Glenn Frankel 
\V.1,hm.:ton Pn:,t Fort:1~11 Sc rvtl.'C: 

JERUSALEM, Nov. 24~Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres briefed a 
key parliamentary committee in se• 
cret session today on Israel's role in 
arranging shipments of U.S. arms 
to Iran, .\!mid rising official concern 
here that public disclosures in 

Washington may damage strategic 
cooperation between Israel and the 
United States. 

Sources close to the Knesset's 
defense and foreign affairs.commit­
tee said Peres did not explicitly out­
line Israel's role in the Iran connec­
tion nor did he offer details about 
arms shipments originating here, 
some of which had American ap­
proval and some of which apparent• 

ly did not. 
But Peres, who was prime min­

ister in 1985 when Israeli officials 
acted as go-betweens in settinl{ uo 
the .connection with • the White 
House, nonetheless defended Israeli 
actions, the sources said. He said 
Israel had no firm policy of selling 
arms to Iran but had done so in this 
case in order to aid its American 
ally. He added that his government 
knew that such • sales would not 
have a major impact either on the 
course of Iran's war with Iraq or on 
the future policies and leaders of 
Iran. • 

Peres said he would be willing to 
..., ________________________ _,, go into greater detail at a session of 
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would be given the opportunity to 
lead it. 

He said it would be a "terrible 
tragedy" for the nl'ltion if Shultz, 
who has been criticized for not suf­
ficiently supporting the president, 
were made "a victim" of the admin• 
istration infighting . over who was 
responsible for the decision to send 
weapons to Iran. 

He also warned that if forthcom­
ing con.~essional investigations re­
sulted in leaving Reagan "without 
clothes," the president would lose 
the opportunity to lead the free 
world in his last two years as pres­
id<mt. 

Whitehead said that while "the 
jury is still out" on whether the 
White House operation resulted in 
any benefits, "the prospects don't 
look very bright" for any "overt or 
covert" relations with Iran. He said 
that in their efforts to contact 
"moderates" inside the Iranian gov­
ernment, U.S. envoys may have 
been "dealing with the wrong peo­
ple." 

"I don't think we really know who 
are the moderates in Iran," he said. 

Asked whether he thought the 
United States could "make friends 
by selling TOW [antitank) missiles,• 
Whitehead responded, "No, sir.-We 
cannot.H • 

In Tehran yesterday, the speaker 
of Iran's Parliament, Ali Akbar Ha­
shemi Rafsanjani, attacked Rep, 
James C. Wright Jr. (D-Tex.), 
House majority leader, who said he 
had been told that 2,008 TOW mis­
siles and 235 spare part sets for 
Hawk antiaircraft missiles were 
shipped to Tehran at a cost of more 
than $12 millign. 

"The~ figures are of course not 
correct. They are talking non­
sense,• Rafsanjani said, "See how 
ignorimt a pernt>n who talks at the 
U.S. Congress is." 

Whitehl;';i,d said world reaction to 

the disclosure ot U.S. arms ship­
ments to Iran had been "universally 
negative~ and that moderate Arab 
leaders had been "distressed and 
embarrassed.H He said U.S. ambas• 
sadors around the world had been 
instructed to explain the_.action and 
that "some progress" had been 
made in showing that "at least our 
motives were honorable." 

Asked how the diplomats could 
do this when the State Department 
says it is still uninformed on the 
issue, Whiteheiid replied, "Each of 
our ambass:idors is doing the best 
to cope with the situation.• 

He was also asked whether the 
administration had violated ;my 
laws by shipping arms to [ran, 
which is on the U.S. list of nations 
supporting terrorism. Whitehead 
declined to offer an opinion. 

The president, he ~ id, i;wt~ "the 
best !egal advice" from the attorney 
general of the United States and 
presumably h11d decided he could go 
forward with the arms shipment. 

Under a bill signed .into law Aug. 
27, the United States cannot sell 
arms to any nation on the list of 
terrorist-supporting nations. The 
president has the right to grant a 
waiver in the interest of national 
security, but must send Congress a 
report justifying such a determina-
tion. • 

Murphy testified that some arms 
were received by Iran tinder the 
White House program after August, 
but he was not certain when they 
were shipped. 

Whitehead also said his depart• 
ment did not know Israel's role in 
sending arms to • Iran. Asked by 
Rep. Lee H. Hamilton (D-Ind.) 
whether "we asked Israel what they 
are doing," Whitehead replied, "No 
sir, we have not." 

Murphy, asked what he had been 
telling Arab leaders about U.S. and 
Israeli arms shipments to Tehran, 
said he had assured them, "in Eng­
lish and Arabict that no U.S. arms 
were going to Tehran now. 
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a smaller subcommittee, whose 
members presumably would be ·1ess 
likely to leak the information. • 

Asked after the closed-door 
meeting whether the arms deliv­
eries had been mentioned, Peres 
told reporters, "I do believe the 
committee got a full-fledged report 
on the principles and the logic and 
the dates of what should be done 
and what shouldn't be done." 

He said, "I think that Israel, as a 
general policy, should not sell weap­
ons to lran," adding, "everybody 
knows that Israel is not soft on ter• 
rorism .. , but unfortunately, occa­
sionally you may find yourself in a 
real dilemma.H He refused to elab­
orate. 

Peres' appearance was designed 
to stem criticism from ·members of 
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the facility, where the Hawk 
batteries have been idle for 
want of key part.s. The TOW 
missiles, wire-guided with a 
range of about 8,000 yards, 
could be used in an Iranian as­
sault. The Iraqis have fortified 
their front with a Maginot line 
of concrete bunken the TO W's 
could penetrate. As a defen­
sive weapon, they are capable 
of piercing the armor of the 
Iraqis' Soviet-supplied T-55 
tanks, House Majority Leader 
James Wright says the atms 
shipment.a give Iran "a formi­
dable war-~ing potential." 

Wllltftllillftll!illlntt? 
The value is in dispute. Each 

Hawk missile coets $250,000; 
TOW'e go for about $9,900 
each. According to U.S. mili­
tary sources, the price tag was 
at least $50 million, and per­
haps as much aa $100 million, 
White HOU&e sources say the 
rot.al did not ·ex0el!d Sl-2 mil• 
lipn, The U.S. milituy's esti­
mate includes at least three 
planeloads and five ship]Ollds 

CHRISTtAN SCIENCE 
M'ONITOR 
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W estemers in Berlin tip · 
Soviets on terror threats 

·,. r . . . . WNt hriln 
Allied authorities in West Berlin 

have begun passing a list of names 
to the Soviet Embassy in East Berlin 

. . or foreign 'diplomats based there 
who they fear could be involved in 
terrori-m\, acrording to a Western ~ 
diplomatic &0urce. The diplomats in-
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the committee that the government 
had erred in not reviewing the mat­
ter with them before the decision to 
sell arms to Tehran was taken. 

"Everything on foreign relations 
should be reported to parliament in 
advance and it was a mistake that it 
was not informed," said Ehud 01· . 
mert, Knes.<;et spokesman for the 
Likud, one of the two main political 
blocs in the government. 

Meanwhile, a senior official con­
firmed a report in today's Jerusalem 
Post outlining a number of U.S.-1s­
raeli matters that Israel deems im­
portant and fears . could suffer se­
rious setbacks in the growing po­
litical controversy. 

, They inolude an Israeli request 
fqr privileg~s to purchase funerican 
arms similar to those available to 
NATO nations, and a request for 
the United States to b1Jild new sub-

• marines and missile boats for Israel 

of hardware aent by lsr11el. 

lllllfllllllllllllll? 
Sources in · Israel say that 

the United States underwrote 
their expeflll88, ,either in cash 
or by replacing the ai:ms it sent 
Iran. The U.S. Army was paid 
fr<>IP a Swiss bank account, Is­
raeli sources say the account 
was opened by the CIA; White 
House sources insist the Irani­
ans put the necessary funds 
inrotheaccount. 

New .. ..., ....... 
IIIIINl1lmlnlts..,~ 
II ltl!I ,_.? In the 1986 fiscal 
year, the rotal.8 were: Saudi 
Arabia, $l5P million; Jordan, 
$100 millioµ; Pakistan, $338 
million; 1'r..-el, $2.2 billion. 

111 ............. ...... ...... 
...... Ulllllt ... U. .... 
- -- ., .. lllnltlt .... , 

Yea. Amojig tham are Nica­
ragua, Libya, North Korea 
andSyria. 

1 

CoLLUN O'CoNNOa with 
JOH N BA UY ill Wa.,hi,wt,,D a,,d 

M1uN ~- Ku11ciAJm,,okm 
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Saudis Reportedly Transport Fuel 
To Iran Using A,:nerican Traders 

By JEFF GERTH 
Special to The New York Times 

' WASHINGTON, Nov. 22 - Within the 
last few months, large shipments of , 
fuel refined in Saudi Arabia have been · 
transported by commercial American 
traders across the Persian Gulf to 
Iran, which urgently needs the fuel for 
its war with Iraq, according to oil 
traders and oil experts. 

These movements, which . experts 
doubted would have occurred w\thout 
the approval of the various govern­
ments, illustrate how oil has become a 
key issue in the secret diplomacy with 
Iran. 

According to Administration offi­
cials and sources close to the Saudis, 
Saudi Arabia was both aware of the 
American talk·s with Iran and engaged 
simultaneously in its own rapproche­
ment with Iran. 

Iran Seen as Possible Victor 
An Administration official familia r 

with the discussions between the 
United States and Iran said the new al­
liance between the Persian Gulf coun­
tries was "not a coincidence. " 

The Saudi overtures, according to 
i American officials and Saudi sources 
stemmed from a long-standing fea~ 
that Iran might export Islamic funda­
mentalism across the gulf. Saudi Ara­
bia has also supported Iraq and its 
allies finanoallv . 

It is not kno~n how fully the three 
parties shared the results of the1r sepa­
rate discussions. 

Oil experts said .that although there 
had been previous shipments to I ran 
from Saudi Arabia, the recent ship­
ments_ were much larger and also, for 
the first time, involved American 
traders. 

The identity of the traders is not 
known. These sources also said it was 
significant .that some of crude oil being 
refmed m Saudi Arabia was coming 
from Iran. While the Saudis were per­
mmmg these shipments, they an­
nounced last month that they were 
temporarily shutting down a pipeline 
used by Iraq to export oil , a move that 
Bijan 1Y1ossavar-Rahmani , a fo rmer 
member of Iran's delega tion tu OPEC 
3a1d showed a til t away fro m Iraq. ' 

A Common Saudi Intermediary 
One element of the overlap in the dip­

lomatic discussions was a Saudi busi­
nessman, Adnan Khashoggi, who 
served as a key intermediary to Iran 
for both the Saudis and the United 
States, according to Israeli and Saudi 
sources. 

A result of the Saudi-Iranian discus­
sions, according to American and 
Saudi sources, has been their receru al­
liance within the Organization of Petro­
leum Exporting Countries to limit pro­
duction and support the price of oil at 
around $18 a barrel. That process, in 
tum, produced the ouster of the Saudi 
oil minister, Sheik Ahmed Zaki Yama-
nl, a driving force behind OPEC policy 
amce the early 1970's, these experts 
say. 

The Reagan Administration, react­
Ing to reports that it traded arms for 
hostages, has cited its generai interest 
In Iran's strategic importance includ­
ing Its oil reserves, but has ;at pro­
vided any details. Private and Govern­
ment oil experts say the Saudi-Iranian 
&!Jreement on oil pricing stability coin­
cides, at least temporarily, with United 
States interests: . 

John H. Lichtblau, executive director 
of the Petroleum Industry Research 
Foundation, said, "There is a conver­
gence of Interest among Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and the Umted States on an $18 
price." 

He added that "Iran wants it the 
most desperately. because of the war" 
with Iraq, while the United States, an 
advocate of free markets, wants the 
$18 price because of concern about the 
weak st.ate of the domesuc oil industry. 

Importance of Iranian Oil 
, Robert Mosbacher Sr., an independ­
ent oil producer in Houston and close 
associate of Vice President Bush 
stressed the Importance to the United 
States of Iranian oil. 

Mr. Mosbacher said "some of the 
people close to the President" have 
probably told Mr. Reagan of the na­
tional security implications "if the 
price of oil stays too low." 

A _rise in oil prices is a poliucally 
aensmve ii.sue that h<1s elicited differ­
Ing perspectives within the Acimims­
tration. 

Officially, the Administration favors 
a free-market approach to oil pricing 
but there is some Internal disagree: 
ment on how much emphasis should be 
placed on the free market. 

Although some segments of the 
American economy would benefit from 
higher oil prices, as would allies like 
Mexico, many American consumers 
and industries would be adversely af­
fected. 

Saudi-Iranian Understanding 
Iran and Saudi Arabia have histori­

cally disagreed about oil prices. Iran 1 
has been a~ one ex~reme, favoring high 
pnces, while Saudi Arabia was one of 
the strongest advocates of lower 
prices. Before the recent accord the 
Saudis had flooded the market with oil 

{ and prices had plummeted to $7 or $8 a 
: barrel. 
• But now, "the Saudis and Iranians : 

have reached an agreement that 
covers oil, car. understandini:; tha t ex-

tends to a broader geopolit1cal context 
the Iran-Iraq war," said Mr. Mossa'. 
var-Rahmani, the former Iranian oil 
off1c1al. President Reagan has said 
ending the Iran-Iraq war was one ot the 
reasons for American talks with Iran. 

One Admimstrauon official said that 
while there was some short-term con­
cern about oil price stability among the 
three countries, it was not that easy for 
the United States to affect the world oil 
markets. 

"You can argue whether the secret 
talks were implemented properly, but 
there 1s a need for some kind of stable 
pohucal . relationship with Iran, " said 
an Adm1mstration official. citing " the 
threa, of a major disruption '' in a re­
gion that has 70 percent oi the world's 
lower-cost oil reserves. 

National Security Threat 
Last week Interior Secreta1 y Donald 

P. Hodel said in a speech that the 
Persian_ Gulf oil fields represented an 
mcreasmg national security risk over 

• the next few years because of increas­
mg dependency by the United States on 
foreign oil and possible Soviet designs 
in the region. 

United States fears of such Soviet de­
signs have long focused on Iran, which 
shares a long border wtth the Soviet 
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SCAPEGOAT ... CONTINUED 

The shipments date back to 1979 
and were at their opening phase part 
of an Israeli e{fort to buy protection 
for the small Iranian Jewish commu­
nity, the source said. During a sec­
ond phase, beginning in 1982, the 
goal of the program was to prop up 
perceived allies in the Iranian Army. 

It was only in August or Septem­
ber of last year that Israel began 
shipping additional military sup­
plies-including TOW and Hawk an­
titank and antiaircraft missiles, ac­
cording to one source. The ship:. 
ments began after a meeting in the 
United States between Robert C. 
Mcfarlane, who was then Reagan's 
national security adviser, and David 
Kimche, who was director general of 
Israel's Foreign Ministry at the time. 

Mcfarlane is said to have told 
Kimche that the United States 
would not approve arms shipments 
to Tehran at that time but that 
Washington would replenish Israeli . 
supplies if Israel made such ship­
ments. Administration officials are . 
now saying that Kimche misco~­
strued McFarlane's statement and 
that Israel's September shipments 
of two airplane loads of military 
equipment were not authorized by 
Washington. . 

These shipments, which were fol­
lowed by the release of American 
hostage Benjamin Weir, were ap­
proved by the four-member inner 
Cabinet, according to an informed 

source. 
"They saw Israel's role as helping 

its best friend and as a pristine man­
ifestation of strategic cooperation 
between two governments," said the· 
source. "At first they were even hap­
py to see it made public because they 
thought the American public would 
finally· understand why we've been 
selling our own supplies to Iran." • 

The officials are now said to be 
particularly concerned that the Iran 
connection may cost them Secre­
tary of State George P. Shultz, the 
man they consider to be Israel's 
best friend in Washington. "If Shultz 
resigns, it will be a very, very sad 
day for us," said one official. 

Iranian Legislators 
Withdraw Question . ., 

Reuter 

TEHRAN, Nov. 23-Seven 
members of Iran's parliament today 
withdrew the questions they had 
asked about contacts between Iran 
and the United States. 

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini at­
tacked the questions in a speech 
Thursday, seeking to head off an 
investigation. 

Parliament speaker Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said, "Like an 
ingenious doctor [Khomeini! 
stepped in and blocked a potential 
mischief which could hurt our co­
hesion." 
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Understated 
Iranians' U.N. Mission Involved in Arms Purchases, Anti-Khomeini Group Charges 

The aource portrayed the purported contract III gime hits executed 50,000 Mujaheddin member9 
"11 forged document written by the Mujaheddin in since 1979 and imprlaoned 140,000 others. 

By Benjomin Weiser 
Wa-olt1A11'"1 ~ !ill/I WrMor 

their fight against the Khomeini regime; they It w11s not possible to verify the Mujaheddin' 
( An Iranian dissident group alleged yesteniay want to show Khomeini is betraying lsL,m in alleg:itions yesterday. 

that lran'a 11rms dealings with Israel have been dealing with (srael.~ At the time, Namrodi told The group also alleged: , 
, far more extensive than either country hm1 ac• the Jerusalem Post that the contract was a "com• ■ That Pakistan, which h.,a not publicly taken 

\ 

knowledged, and that lr11n's representative to plete fabrication." aides in the Iran-Iraq wn, hu secretly pledged 
the United Nations has directly supervised the Namrodi, who has s.1id he helped set up the its support for the Khomeini regim~ and ie aidin~ 
purchase of weapons in the United States. in the aupply of arms to Iran. A Pakistani Embasi 

The group, People's Muj.1heddin, which advo- ay spokesman denied any secret arrangement,, 
cates the overthrow of the government of Aya• " T • • • h t uying his country haa •maintained acrupulou~ 

( 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini, produced documents ~t lS surpris,ng to see t a neutrality in this issue.• I 
which it said were obtained from sourc.-es inside h • • That weapons destined for Iran have been se-
the Khomeini government. The documents in- SUC a terrorzst cretly loAded on to jets of El Al, the lsraeli air•. 
eluded a purported $136 million contract, dated Of'ITf'nt'-,,:a/·l•On t's recet'vt'ng SO liner, in Chicago and New York and transported 
1981, between Iran and Yaacov Nimrorli, the ou. ""' to Iran through Frankfurt and Amsterdam. The 
Israeli arms dealer who has been involved in the much publt'citv . . . " group provided registration numbers of planes 
transactions. ;,; and photographs of wtmt it eaid were. actual 

A spokesman for the Mu~1heddin, Ali S.ifavi, - Iran 11ovcmmont spokesman trnni.fers of the arms and ammunition shipments 
said the group released the documents to con- at the Frankfurt airport. An El Al spokeswoman 
tradict public statements by lr,mian officials that Iranian arms transactions for "humanitarian" rea• declined to comment on what she called "un• 
they have had no dealings with Israel, and to sons, could not be reached for comment yester• founded statements.■ The group also asserted 
show the Khomeini regime's desperation in its day. that Iran secretly purchases arms from South 
search for arms to bolster its war with Iraq. The A spokesman for the lrnni:,n mission to the Africa. 
group said it had established a direct pattern United Nations, who asked not to be identified, ■ That Khomeini's son-in-law; Sadegh Taba• • 
linking the arrival of lsrneli .1rms shipments with al:,o "categorically denied" the Mujaheddin t:tbai, traveled to Tel Aviv in 1980 to negotiate 
Iranian offensives against Iraq. l'roup's aSRertions, including tha!e thnt the Iran• for arms. The group produced a copy of what it 
• If genuine, the documents also would tend to ian U.N. delegate, Said Rajaie Khorass.1ni, was s.,id was his passport with an Israeli entry stamp. 

show a much greater relationship between Israel involved in arms tritfficking. • The group asserted that the highest officials of 
and its aJ!ents and the Khomeini re~imc th:in has The spokesman s.iid the lrnnian government the Khomeini regime are involved in the arm~ 
been established. 13ut lsra<'li and lr;inian sources views the Mujahcddin as a "terrorist organization purchases, and that the purchases are coordin:it• 
yesterday sharply disputer! the authenticity of •..• It is surprising to see that such a terrorist ed by the s.1me officials who direct Khomeini'~ 
the documents. organi1.ation is receiving so much publicity and terrorist activities abroad. 

An lsri1eli !IOurce in Washinl!ton Mirl the alle• cover:iRe by U.S. media who have profel!serl to 
l!.1tion about the $136 million contr:ict first sur- be antiterrorist," the spoke11man s.1id. For,ig,, corres/)ondtnl Gltn Frankel in 
faced in 1 !)83 in th,· Frcnrh new..,pnpcr Libcr· The M11~1heddin, the le:iding • 1rnnian resis• Je-rusaltm and sptcial corrts/)ondmt John . 
at ion and was dem<•cl at thc.~t i:.:,:111::,c__:b~y-N:.:.' ·::.:a1.:.:.11r:.:0<::.:l:.i. _,:ta:.::11..:.ce:..:gr:..:o:.::u.:.p•:..h_.1 ... s..:c ... h ... ar.::g:...ed~tlt_a:...t ..:th:...e;__K_ho.:...m..:e:..i:...ni_r.,;.e_-__ K_,,,_t-:1t1'.'."".dy'.":":ii-:1 N,:-:-:-ei::11 ~Y:

0
orlt=c::on-:l::r1:::b::ul::ed7.to::t:::h:-:1s:-re_P_0_rt_. __ 

QUESTIONS ... CONTINUED 

Reagan's harsh attack on the 
press in his remarks to Sidey 
included a charge of ugreat ir­
responsibility on the part of the 
press," the claim that the Iran­
ian c1ffair "wasn ' t a failure until 
the press got a tip from that rag 
in Beirut (that first disclosed 
the U.S. arms shipments to 
lranj and began to play it up," 
and the suggestion that news 
coverage "could get people 
killed." He also likened report· 
ers to "sharks circling like they 
now are with blood _in the wa­
ter." 

At the least, the accuracy of 
those comments is questiona­
ble. The "rag" in Deirut was a 
pro-Syrian.magazine , presumed 
by diplomats to have receive<t: 
the leak about U.S. arms deliv-

eries to Iran from an lranfon 
faction. But what boosted the 
matter onto the front pages of 
the Western press was a speech 
before the Iranian parliament by 
Speaker Hojatoleslam Hashemi 
Rafsanjani confirming the mag­
azine account. 

The suggestion that news 
coverage, and not the policies 
themselves, are the problem 
seems open to challensc, 

Out there is no question 
about the facts in another re­
mark by Reagc1n in his interview 
with Sidey. He cited the number 
of cnlls the White House had 
logged nfter his nationally tele­
vised speech on the Iranian 
arms deal Nov. 13. 

"It was the biggest outpour­
ing of calls they've ever had," 
the president said. 

In fact, the number 0£ callers 
appears to have been nowhere 

e, 

near record proportions alter a 
presidential address. The morn-
ing after Reagan's speech, 
White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes reported the White 

'House had received 1,559 tele­
phone calls. A week later, 
Speakes gave reporters what he 
called a "phone call update": 
2,666 calls in response to the 
news conference the night be· 
fore. It is unknown whnt the 
record is for the Reagan White 
House, but the figures given for 
the response to this event were 
not close to the volume of call­
ers during other presidencies. 

Previously published figures 
establish the all-time 21-hour 
record for a presidential ad­
dress as being somewhere 
above 200,000. lt was set in 
1971 during and after President 
Richard M. Nixon's final ad­
dress to the nation, announcing 
his resignation. 
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Don't Leave it to Mr. Meese 
·when Congress convenes in January, its 
agenda is likely to be topped by the involved 
and confusing situation that has developed in 

: recent weeks regarding Iran and Nicaragua. 
. To miniip.ize the predictable chaos, the 
.lawmakers would be well advised to move on 
two fronts: Terminate military aid to the Nic-
araguan rebels and appoint a select commit­
··tee to investigate the arms-for-hostages 
·debacle that bas turned U.S. foreign policy 
-into shambles. . 

As it now stands, several committees in 
·the House and Senate may get involved. They 
·could end up working at cross purposes. The 
. most rational approach would be to create 
:one select committee made up of Democrats 
and Republicans fr~m each chamber. If, how­
.ever, the House and Senate want to maintain 
their traditional separation, they could divide 
the responsibility. A Senate select committee 
·could investigate the Iran shenanigans at the 
White House, while the House Foreign Affairs 
·Committee would deal with the issue of aid to 
·the Nicaraguan rebels. 

Congress should also insist on the ap­
pointment of an independent counsel to con­
.duct an investigation. _As U.S. Rep. Peter W. 
-Rodino Jr., chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee, said, there is "the real possibility 
that officials at the highest level of the execu­
tive branch have violated federal law . . . . the 
credibility of the president and his ability to 
govern are threatened." 

Credibility is not going to be . restored 
·.simply because Attorney General Edwin 
Meese m has been directed by the president 
to investigate. Mr. Meese himself may have 
been involved, given his admission that he 
·secretly advised President Reagan about the 
·legality of selling arms to Iran. 

Moreover, the handling of the investiga­
..tion by Mr. Meese has been flawed from day 
.one, when he wittingly.or unwittingly gave Lt. 
Col. Oliver L. North an opportunity to shred 
critical documents in the national securi.ty of­
fice at the White House. Mr. Meese alleges 
that Mr. North, as a key national security 
employee, supplied the Nicaraguan rebels up 
·to $30 million that the U.S. g~vernment 
earned from the secret sale of arms to Iran. If 

J) 

"that is so, Mr. North and others at the White 
House may have violated several laws. 
- Yet the attorney general waited two days 
before securing the White House office and 
-files of Mr. North, who was fired by the presi­
·dent. Under normal procedures, the FBI would 
.bave secured the documents in Mr. North's 
office at the first indication that be might have 
-violated federal law, according to Justice De-
partment officials. That was not done. 

Asked if documents were shredded, Mr. 
North's lawy~r said, "We don't confirm it, we 
don't deny it." 

Mr. Meese initially claimed that only Mr . 
North and Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter, the 
national security adviser, were 'implicated. 
The attorney general became less sure after 
reports of wider complicity surfaced. Now 
there are allegations that Vice President 
George Bush and White House chief of staff 
Donald T. Regan, among others, may have 
participated in the Iranian and Nicaraguan 
deals. 

In short, the Reagan administration is in 
no credible position to investigate itself. If 
Congress doesn't pursue the matter vigorous­
ly, the American people may be left in the 
dark about what all the. duplicity and wrong• 
doing was about. 

*** 
From the beginning, there has never 

been a consensus on U.S. military aid to the 
contras. Most Americans do not want to fuel 
the Nicaraguan civil war and certainly op­
pose the sending of U.S. troops. But last 
month Congress succumbed, albeit reluctant­
ly, to presidential cajoling. By narrow mar• 
gins, the House and Senate approved a $100 
million aid package to the contras. 

Little did the lawmakers know that U.S . 
aid was being sent to the contras anyway, in 
spite of congressional prohibitions. The con .. 
tras apparently had been the cash beneficia .. 
ries of the profits made from the sale of U.S. 
arms to Iran. 

Contra leaders deny that they received a 

CONAINUED NEXT PAGE 
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By Marfa, Sieff ' ' ' • • 
TttE WASHINGTON TIMES '' ' 

A key Iranian-middleman in the 
secret Iran arms deal was an agent 
of the Iranian government who sue• 
cessfully "stung" the United States 
for major arms supplies on the pre-· 
text of gaining the release of leading 
CIA analyst Wllliam Buckley, 
sources have told The Washington 
Times·, ,• -.• - ~ ~. " • ·, : • ~ • 

Manuchet Ghcl1rbanifat, a :wealthy • 
Iranian arms dealer, had played a 
central role in Israeli arms deals 
with Iran. He\ wa~ brought into the 
U.S.-Irali arms negotiations in late 
April 1985, at, the initiative , of his 
friend and Bu iness associate, Saudi 
billionaire Adnari 'Khii'shoggi. " 

.Previously,, in early 1985, then Is­
raeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
contacted his old friend Yaakov Nim­
rodi, the Loncton-based Israeli arms 
dealer who served for 10 years as 
Israeli military attache in Thhran be-
fore the Iranian revolution. 1 

Mr. Nimrodi brought Mr. Khas- . 
hoggi, with whom he had close con­
nections, into , the negotiations. A 
meeting was then convened in Ge­
neva in May 1985 with both,men and 
Mr. Ghorbanifar. ; " "t- . ;., • . , • : , , 

The month before the May meet­
ing, Mr. Khai;hqggi had b~en hurt 
financially by the ovenhrow . of his 
friend . Pre~ident Jaafar: ;Nimieri , iq . 
the Sudan. Mi: Khashoggt timt~nor,, . 

• mous interests in the Sud~n and had_ 
been the moving force in the Jongli 
canal irrigation scheme to make the 
Sudan the breadbasket of the Middle 
East. The Sudan setback may have 

• increased his interest in 'setting a 
new major international deal. 

Mr. Ghorbanifar had worked for 
Israeli intelligence before the fall of 
the shah, sources said. After the 

• Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's Is, 
Jamie Revolution ih".Janu11ry 1979, he 
was involved in a coup plot against 
the new regime, which was uncov­
ered_ Many were executed as a re­
sult, but Mr. Ghorbanifar escaped 
because he was abroad at the time, 
they said. 

However, the sources said, the 
Iranian authorities had seized some 
of Mr. Ghorbanifar's relatives, and 
were thus able to "turn" him so that 
from then on he worked on behalf of 
the regime. . 1 • 

The initial purpose of the arms 
deal negotiations was to ransom CIA 
Beirut station chief William Buck­
ley, who was kidnapped by Islamic 
Jihad terrorists off the streets of 
Beirut on March 16, 1984. . 

Mr. Buckley was the CIA's leading 
terrorism and Middle East affairs 
analyst, and had been charged with 
rebuilding the agency's Lebanon op­
erations after its leading experts on 
the region had been murdered in a 
suicide truck-bomb attack on the 
Beirut Embassy in April 1983. 

The CIA reportedly spent a for­
tune unsuccessfully trying to trace 
and rescue Mr. Buckley, but in April 
1985 the London-based Shi'ite Mos­
lem newsletter AI-Tuqrir, which has 
excellent contacts in Tehran, re-

'. .. 
ported that he had been 'secretry . issue. The implication is thahhe t~ ' 
flown to iran and held near the holy ' quest was made by the Israeli gov!'I 
city of Qom, where he was tortured ernment. • ' ' • ' • • 
to make him lteveal CIA secrets. , . ' Israeli Ca:'birtet Sectetary E1iakid: 

Mr. Ghorbanifar reportedly dan- •• Rubenstein said tltis, week 'thal" ' 
gled before Messrs. Khashoggi lind everything Israel had done in the ne­
Nimrodi the possibility that he could • gotiations had beeh in accordance-. 
get Mr. Buckley out, the sources with requests from the U.S. govern-

, said. 8ut ther~ ':Vas a price to pay. . ment ."through authorizeg. 
The Iranian arms dealer, secretly • spdk'esmin." • • • 
working for the Khomeini govern- By the time Mr. Weir was rt!.' 
men ~ turr\ed ·ov½r: to hjs Isr~e~i-con- : '.i lea~~d Mr. Bu~~ley had ' die!,1'. ,aq­
tacts Iran's shoppmg list of military • cord mg to som~ 'teport~ as early ag. 
hardware, and at the top of the list May 1985. He reportedly had been 

' ' • •• 
' were U.S. TOW anti-tank missiles. returned by his Iranian captors· tQ 

"No mention of any moderate Fae- , Islamic Jihad, and had died of his , .. 
tions in Iran here:' one informed injuries and lack of medical atten-
source said. "They were faced with , • tion in or around Beirut, .. 
Khomeini's own shopping list!' Mr. Buckley's_ death appears to 

A second meeting was held in have had a sobermg effect on all the 
Paris in May 1985. In addition to parties concerned in the hostage 
Messrs. Ghorbanifar, Nimro~i and drama. Living conditions for the hos· 
Khashoggi, Israeli F9reign Ministry tages in Lebanon_ app~rently imi 
Deputy Director General David. proved afterward, mcludmg the pr0:i 
Kimche, a former deputy director of vision of medical treatment. , , 
the Mossad secret service, and Is- . By the end of 1~85, .Mri 
rael Aircraft Industries Chairman • Ghorbani,far apparently was com, 
Al Schwimmer also attended. For• pletely cut out from the negQti• 
mer National Security Adviser Rob- ations, the sources Sclid_ Howevcl'). 
ert McFarlane monitored the pro- accordi_ng to a report in The New 
ceedings from Washington. York Times on Sunday, ~c sei:it l:),vo 

The meeting quiddy'cohfirmed to checks to Mr. Khashogg1 total mg $5 
the pll.rticipants'satisfaction tnat Mr. ' million in 1986, and another $12J)Ul­
Ghorbanifai:-' had 'E!X'cellent 'contacts • lion was deposited that year b}' him 

I 

j 

' I 
j 

I ' 
1, 
I ' 

' I 
l 
I 

in Tehran, and gav:e ttie greeq 1/ght , at the . Mont<: Carlo branch of the ' • 
to go ahead with the deal:· ·u • ·: • BankQf Gre~iltan(l Glmmer<;e Inq,!' ~ ti 

• It ,was, .at ,this,,stage th<i!1i retired natio~al, ,a ,bank, tj~d to forr!'ler loi:t 1, 

U.8, Air Force-Ge11. Richard .Secotd ,, Saudi offn::ials. . : I ' • _ ; : ' 

became involved. apparently at the T_he· close links . of IYlr. Ghon r 
instigation of Lt. Col. Oliver Notth of bamfar to the Ira man government [' 
the National Security Council Ap- suggest that Iran's leaders were in r 
proximately (iOO TO~s were then • o~ the "s~ing·• fro_m the vc_ry ~~~in.:.. f 
shippedtolsraelandsentontolran. nmg as an operation to gam ttie ad- ~-
. Mr. McFarlane reportedly was vanced U.S. weaponry they needed,. ~ 
concerned abot1t Israeli reporf:s that " , The lin~s also_ suggest that re,. t 
the Soviet Union was makfrig pro: ' ports. of_ mcreasmg Saudp1ran1~ 1 

gress in its relations with the Iranian cooperation over the past b months ; 
regime. In August 1985, Mr. Peres are well-fo_unded. and t~at both _Mi. I 
flew W Washington and told ,Mr. Khash~g~1 and t Mr .. (,h~rbar1fa! ,, 
McFarlane that Mr. Ghorbanifar ~ad were clCtmg as unoffic1al cutouts..; , t 

' made ' contact with Iranian parlia- 'serving-their countty·s interests. • • :· 
ment (Majlis) Speaker Ali-Akbar The Saudis would han' hcen moti-- , 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. The' lsraelis vated by a desire to further their~ : 
then reportedly believed thJt 'in rt'!: relationship with the Hcagan admin'~r ~. 
turn for a shipment of arms. all the , istration. and to open their own chan- r • 
U.S . hostages would be released. , nels to Iran. :·: 

The next major '"arms deal sum- The reported in\'Ol\'Cment of; : ' 
mlt," the sources said, came on Sept- • , I rania'n Prime Minister i\-tusa\·i in : . 
14, 1985, in Hamburg, West Ger- the negotiations casts douht over the; ! · 
many. The Israelis and Mr. Khas- • I h h 
hoggi were reportedly angry at the ~~~~~~a !:r:t :/ii~g\~r~:~~i~~~!7;: i, 
Iranians because no U.S. hostages links to a presumed moderate fac- i, 
had bee·n released, despite the first tion in Iran. Mr. Musavi and Pres,,, f. 
TOW shipment. Mr. Ghorbanifar ident Sayed Ali Khamenei have been, 1 · 

spoke by telephone from the meet- labeled as more to the left. and un-.: 1 

ing to Iranian Prime Minister Mir- cc'asingly anti-U.S .. by \Vcster11 ex. , 1. 
Hussein Musavi, the sources said. perts. ·,, ! .· 

At one point in the meeting. they 
said, the exchanges became •so In December 1985. about the time-· • • 
heated that Mr. Nimrodi grabbed the Mr. Mcfarlane resigned as national : : 
telephone from Mr. Ghorbanifar and security adviser, he reportedly de-' : 
- in perfect Farsi - talked directly ~ cided that the whole connection was• • 
to Mr. Musavi. too unreliable. and broke off his cori~' :: 

As a result of the meeting, the nections. He apparently did not trust' :. 
sources said , another 500 U.S. TOWs either Mr. Ghorbanifar or Mr. Raf-, •· . . . ,, I • 
were shipped into Iran, and a hos- sanJam. - , . 
tage, the Rev. Benjamin Weir, was However, in .January. President' ! • 
freed. Reagan reportedly asked Mr,, : 

Mr. Nimrodi told the Tel Aviv daily McFarlane to resurrect his links to·' I 
Ha'aretz this week that after Mr. secure the release of the hostages~• , 
Weir's release he and his associates I According to sources close to M11:'. } 
were requested to stop handling the McFarl~n~, he reluctantly did so. .,; ~: 

,· 
) l • • --------------------------------------------. ,. .. 

North ·was meticulous 
• • • I 

in contacts, Perot says 

,.. .... •· 
"was meticulous always in the ban- . :: 
dling of the money. In this last case," • 
he insisted one of my people actually,; 
keep his hands on the money until we" 
exchanged it for people. '" 

''That doesn't ~mmd like a loose , 
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U.S. Employed 
A 'Sting' Setup 

referred inquiries to spokesmen at the York case also said Mr. Hashemi con­
Justice Department, but the spokes- tacted them. "I said I would do-U1if it 
men did not return telephone calls. was legal, if the U.S. Government ap-

The case has many trappings of in-, er:;~d," Mr. Minardos said in an~ter­
;ternational intrigue, complete with se-, ,::, A T. :cret tapings in luxury hotel rooms.- Turned State's Evidence' ' "' 

I'OT rms to JTQn [meeti_ngs in Europe aild the re~ted' Mr. Hashemi, however, hl!,d'.J,een 
,Invoking of the names of top Amer1c!1n under a 1984 indictment for tsytrig to 
Government officials by people with_ .ship arms illegally to Iran. Unkm;>wn to 

Offl . 1 u; C"L • • relations in the shadowy world ?farms, the defendants, they said, Mr. Hasbemi 
Clats ,,,. ere ..:,ntpptng trade. The details are revealed m tapes, had secretly turned state's (iviltence 

and memorandums rec~ntly ma~ei last year in return for the pos~iil\y of Weapons at the Time ' public and in interviews With many m- j leniency. . "-

U.S. NEWS & WORLD 
REPORT 8 DEC 86 (1) 

Pg. 13 

A sign of how serious the a~med for~es • 
are about their new role m stopping 
drug smugglers: Officials of the Navy, 
Air Force and Coast Guard joined drug 
agents in using a Naval War. College 
computer-usually employed m U.S.· 
Soviet war games-to map a new strate• 
gy for intercepting narcotics along the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 

volved In the case. . . They said Mr. Hashem1 had_ an Ira-
The details add another bizarre tynst nian company called Galaxy, fw.lich 1-~--------------ii 

to the unfolding story of the Admmis- was set up to obtain arms for .I rap. In 
By STUART DIAMOND tration's coverf and possibly illegal documents released by the ®vern-

The United States Government set shipments of arms to Iran ~nd aid to ment Wednesday, an Oregon bJJ~ess­
up a major "sting" operation late last Nicaraguan rebels and raise more man said Galaxy had an account at 
year, complete with a fraudulent bank questions about the Government's mo- Chemical Bank in New York into.'Wich 
account, to catch arms merchants , tives in _each case. the Iranian Government had placea $1 
dealing with Iran, according to court The first pubhc notice of the at- billion for the purchase of arms. 
documents bankers and officials in- tempts to sell arms to Iran occurred on Chemical, however, said yesterday 

. • April 22, when Federal officials that the Galaxy account was set up by 
valved m the case. . . charged 17 suspects with plotting to the Customs Service and the· l,ecret 

The operation, at the same time high sell more than $2 billion in American- Service as part of a sting operation to 
Administration officials were secretly made weapons to Iran. The suspect., in- catch arms dealers. The bank said the 
shipping arms to Iran, resulted in 17 in- eluded a retired Israel general, Avra- account had an average balance~!, less 
dictments last spring, and a Federal ham Bar-Am, as well as German and than $100 for the period of the ·in...esti­
trial is proceeding in the Southern Dis- French businessmen and Samuel gation and disputed that Iraq 'had 
trict of New York in Manhattan. Evans, an lawyer w~~ Jived in London. placed $1 billion in it. The Secre~erv-

The defendants, pleading not guilty, Rudolph W. Guiliani, the United ice denied involvement in the ~tter 
say they had the approval of high Ad· _States_ Attorney, said the plotting had yesterday. , ., , 
ministration officials to sell arms to been hnked by Mr. Evans, a 50-year-old From the fall of 1985 throu~ ~ru-

A ·can lawyer in London. The com- ary of this year, Mr. Hashimi secretly 
Iran. The defendants also say the Gov- me!1 taped telephone conversations t~ oc­
ernment's chief sting operative Cyrus missioner of the Cust~ms Service, Wil- curred in New York, London; Pans, 
. . • Jiam Von Raab, described the suspects v 
Hash~m1, an lr~nlan: w~s at the same as "brokers of death." Athens and other locations. • .. '. 
ttme mvolved m sh1ppmg the covert But Mr. Evans was also the lawyer On Feb. 7, Mr. Hashemi tohl: Mr. 
arms to Iran for the Administration. for Adnan M. Khashoggi, a multibillion- Evans that Galaxy had a bank btl11nce 
Mr. Hashemi died suddenly in London aire Saudi Arabia arms dealer who had of "low- to mid-nine figure" for )rms. 
last July in what his brother said were been arranging for the Reagan Admin- On Feb. 10, Mr. Hashemi told Mr! Mi-

• • • t • t 1· th sal of s me of the same nardos that their telephone co~rsa-susp1cmus circums ances. 1s ra 10n e e o lion was on "a safe line," althoagh in 
Legal sources close to the United weapons to Iran, according to many fact it was being taped. . -; , 

States Attorney's Office said that the sources with knowledge of the arrange- The defendants, meanwhile, p-sed 
office had not been aware of the Ad- ments. for American Government aP,~val. 
ministration shipments when the case A 50th Birthday Party According to the transcripts anchnter-
was filed and that the shipments might Those sources traced both cases to a views, they met in Paris on Dec, a; 1985, 
seriously undercut their case. 50th birthday party for Mr. Khashoggi and Jan. 7, 1986, with two men,..fohn 

in Marbella, Spain, last July 23-24. Delaroque and Bernard Veillot, wt)b as-
'Basic Issues of Fairness• 

"It raises basic issues of fairness to 
prosecute someone for committing a 
crime at the same time that the Gov­
ernment authorizes the same con­
duct," one highly placed Government 
source said. 

Many of the defendants say they now 
believe the United States Customs 
Service, which began the sting opera­
tion, did not know the Administration 
was shipping arms. They theorize the 
Administration was not willing to tell 
Customs the problem for fear of dis­
closing its covert operation, which has 
now been made public. 

"Obviously, the right hand did not 
know what the left hand was doing," 
said William M. Kunstler, a lawyer for 
one of the defendants, a Los Angeles 
businessman named Nico Mlnardos. 

Benito Romano, the Executive 
Assistant United States Attorney for 
the Southern District, said it was im­
proper for him to go much beyond the 
public record in the case, but added, 
"Obviously, new facts have come to 

light which must be fully deveioped. 
and assessed." l 

The Customs Service in Washington 

sured them the approval woutd be Among those at the party were the ac-
tress Brooke Shields, many interna- forthcoming. ; 
tional businessmen and Maxwell w. Defendants said Mr. Delaroque ·was 
R bb th A • Ambassador to a well-connected American ()f~icial 

a • e mencan sai·d. with a diplomatic passport wM , had Italy, several sources d s G,._, 
"Rabb told me at Khashoggi's party worked with the Unite !ates ".e rn-

. h ment for two years to sell arms tq~Jran 
that Khashoggi was coming up wit an and set up communications. They,said 
ingenious plan to free the hostages," Mr. Veillot worked with Mr. Dela"!(lue. 
said Ronald Kessler, whose book on ili 
Mr. Khashoggi, "The Richest Man in The tapes revealed the defen ants 
the World," has 1·ust been published by said they had been assured by Mr, Veil-

lot and Mr. Delaroque that Vice·'1.resi­
Warner books. Mr. Kessler, who has in- dent Bush and othrrs includin&•P. x. 
terviewed Mr. Khashoggi and others in M'!' 
the arms business, said the Saudi Ara- Kelley, commandant of the arme 
bian helped arrange the sale of $12 mil- Corps, were reviewing the mat~~r. 
lion in American arms to Iran as part The weapons were to include <no~ 
of $120 million in shipments from sev- than 100 planes, hehcopers_ an<1 'TO 
era! countries. The sale of the Amer- ' anti-tank missiles. The United .States 
ican arms has been linked by many: later admilled it ha,d sold mo~ 0iha_n 
sources to freeing of hostages. 2,000 TOW m1ss1les to Iran. The!"e_ 1s 

Also at the party was Nico Minardos, also mention in the tapes of an ij-a111an 
• ,. offer of Russian tanks to the Ututed 

who with Mr. Evans had been Patt_ of States, an offer corroborated in ;-epa­
Mr. Khashoggi's firm, Triad, . \i,,h1ch rate documents made public DY· the 
had been engaged in shippiqg ~rms. Government on Wednesday. : .; 
Mr. Minardos, now one of the defend- on Jan. 31 Mr. Evans told Mr. 
ants in the New York case, sa,id;Mr. Hashemi that 

0

Mr. Delaroque had: told 
Khashoggi had arranged for him to . him that he was meeting with Mr.-Bush 
meet Mr. Hashemi, the ajus1n of but "the indication is very cleilr that 
Hojatolislam Hashemi Rafsanjan.i, the the transaction can go forward."· 
Speaker of the Iranian Parliartjetjt. on Feb. 7, Mr. Delaroque told'. Mr. 

Mr. Minardos ·said that last '.Ja il, Hashemi "It's gone as far as tJ1e Vice 
Cyrus Hashemi asked him to b.eI1twith President." ~ ; 
obtaining American arms for lran. Also on Feb. 7, Mr. Evans tolet Mr. 
Various other defendants in the New Hashemi, "The green light's. been 

WASHINGTON POST 
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Jfo.~cow As.~oils Deployment 
OF Mis.~ile.'j in Soutli lforen 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

MOSCOW, Nov. 28-The Soviet 
news agency Tass today con­
demned the United States for its 
dedsion to deploy nuclear-capable 
Lince missiles in South Korea and 
said the Reagan administration 
must bear the "dangerous" conse­
quences for the action, announced 
in W;ishington last month. 

"The United States has taken 
;inother step to heighten interna­
tional tension further by deciding to 
~ite its Lance theater missiles in 
:-3,iuth Korea," Tass said. 

Reunification of North and South 
Knrea would be complicated by the 
action, the official news agency saitL 
in a lengthy statement. 

fn an announcement Nov. 13, the 
Defense Department said that U.S. 
1\rmy forces deployed in South Ko­
rea would be equipped with Lance 
battlefield weapons capable of car­
rying nuclear warheads. 

The United States is "effectively 
lending new nucle:ir missile param­
eters to the situation in the Far 
E,1st ," Tass said today. • 

Western diplo111ats in Moscow 
i1 1t,•rprete1l the Tass stilte111ent as 
,111 indication that the Kre111lin is 
t.1ki11i the oif<>n,ive against an cx­
pc,ted •)n,;lau11ht ,>f new weapons 
,y,tc ms bro11,:!it on hy the apparent 
f.li lin ~ .,part oi S.\LT II. 

given, that Bush is in favor, :sfiu1tz 
against but nevertheless, they are,,they 
are willing to proceed." • • -' 

Secretary of State George P,.ghultz 
has since been reported to ha"! been 
against the arms shipment. • • 

Mr. Minardos said he asked ~bas­
sador Rabb later in February in-Rome 
if the United States had in fll'tt ap­
proved their sale of arms. Before Mr. 
Rabb got back to him, Mr. Mtgardos 
said he was arrested. Mr. Deltlli)Que 
and 'Mr. Veillot were among the"l~ ar­
rested and charged in the o~on. ., _______________ ....,,..,,. .... ,..,._ ... ,,....,,,... ___________________________ _,,, _____ ...., 
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Carlucci heads list 
of Nsc· candidates 
By Jeremiah O'Leary 
lHE WASHINGTON TIMES after it was disclosed that profits 

from U.S. arms sales to Iran were 
. Frank Carlucci, the former diverted to Nicaragua's anti-Marxist 

deputy secretary of defense in the rebels, or Contras. 
Rea'lan administration and the The growing furor over the 
deputy director of the CIA in the Iranian arms sales and Nicaraguan 
Carter administration, has emerged rebel funding led to the firing of Lt. 
as the front-runner to succeed Vice Col. Oliver North, 43, the aide to 
Ao.~. Jo~n P?indexter ~s the Adm. Poindexter who is believed to 
p~es1d_ent s national security ad- have engineered the plan to divert 
y1ser, 1t ~as learned by The Wash- . money from Iran to the Contras dur-

• mgton Times. ing a period when Congress would 
An announcement of the succes- not authorize aid to the rebels. 

sor might be made as early as this Congress has since approved $100 
morning, when President Reagan million in aid to the Nicaraguan re­
meets with top officials at the White sistance. 
House. The president returned last Navv Secretary John Lehman, 
night from a brief Thanksgiving formei United Nations Ambassador 
brt>.ak at his California ranch to a Jeane Kirkpatrick and retired Air 
camtal rife with rumor, speculation Force Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft also 
and intrigue. figured in the speculation over who 

The search for Adm. Poindexter's would succeed Mr. Poindexter. but 
replacement has narrowed to a so- are now believed to be out of the 
called "short list;' including the running. 
namesofD•vidM.Ab!lhire,60,who The replacement for Adm. 
is completing a tbree-year .:tnur as Poindexter is expected to insist on a 
U.S. ambassador--lP NA't'-0, :and Wil- stron!l mandate for taking charge of 
liam G. Hyland and Bobby Inman, the 4o·member NSC staff in light of 
both of whom were former deputy the apparent pervasive influence of 
directors of the CIA. White House Chief of Staff Donald 

Mr. Carlucci is said to have t.he Regan, who is himself the subject of 
support of Secretary of State rumors that his job is m jeopardy. 

. George Shultz, Secretary of Defense Mr. Regan says he knew nothing of 
Caspar W. Weinberger and CIA Di- the arms-to-Iran, cash-to-the­
rector William J. Casey. Mr. Hyland Contras scheme, and lil<ened him­
is understood to be the favorite of self to a bank president who should 
Donald Regan, the White House not be held accountable for mistakes 
chief of staff. • by "ba.nk tellers," presumably Adm. 

Though several persons talked to Poindexter and Col. North. 
Mr. Carlucci over the weekend about Some NSC aides are bitter over 
his availability, the job has not been what they describe as "constant 
tendered by the president. "This is interference" by Mr. Regan and his 
not a job you accept with one tele- hand-picked lieutenants in national 
phone call," Mr. Carh.1cci said last security matters. 
night. "There must be a clear under- Fonner National Security Ad­
standing of what the charter is all vi11er Robert McFarlane, one of the 
about." architects of initial arms sales to 

The strengths that make him at- Iran in mid-1985, resigned last De­
tractive as a compromise choice are cember after a series of dis­
said to be his ability to work as "a agreements with Mr. Regan. 
civil servant m the British mold, Adm. Poindexter also operated in 
who can work with a Democratic or the shadow of Mr. Regan, who is con­
Republican administration with sidered the most powerful White 
equal effectiveness." House chief of staff since the late 

Mr. Carlucci, who was deputy sec- Sherman Adams in the Eisenhower 
retary of defense in the first two administration. 
years of the Reagan administration, Mr. Carlucci · is a· Princeton 
has had a long career m government. graduate, Korean War naval gun­
He was chairman of Sears World nery officer and former foreign 
1rade Inc., which recently was dis· service officer. In 1960, he was the 
solved. He still operates his own con- victim of a stabbing in the Congo 
suiting firm, International Planning (now Zaire) when he rescued a car­
Analysis Center, which reports $4.S lood of Americans from a mob. He 
million in annual sales. served in Zanzibar and as political 

Adm. Poindexter, . the man he officer of tile U.S. Embassy in Brazil. 
would replace, resigned last week 
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KINNOCK ... from 16 
seen as ruthless and egotistical, 
more interested in winning the next 
election than in fidelity to the so­
cialist Labor movement. "Do it my 
way, or I won't play," is the way his 
opponents in the party parnphr;1se 
the Kinnock dictum. 

Kinnock own definition of his 
leadership style differs Rlightly. "Do 
it my wny," he said, "or you won't 
play," 

Labor's success in the next clec• 
tions will depend to a significant 
degree on selling its defense policy 
to a still-skeptical electorate. While 
polls show voters believe Labor can 
do a better job dealing · with what 
they see as Britain's most pressing 
problems-unemployment and the 
decline in social services-Thatch­
er still iR viewed as the country's 
best bet for defense. 

The concept of a Britain without 
nuclear weapons is one that is slow­
ly gaining in popuTarity here. But 
neither the majority of his compa­
triots nor Britain's closest ally is 
yet convinced. 

Mr. Carlucci later became director 
of the Office of Economic Opportu­
nity in 1971. 

The following year he became 
deputy director of the White House 
Office of Management and Budget, 
then run by Mr. Weinberger. In 1973, 
he was named Undefflecretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare, 
where he helped carry oat the so­
called New Fedentlism plan to give 
states and locahties greater control 
over social programs. 

President Gerald Ford named 
him ambassador to Portugal in 1974 
and he is credited with helping to 
save Portugal from a communist 
takeover at a time when Secretary of 
State .Hflllry .Kissinger had written . 
off the country and had opposed fur­
ther aid to Portu11:al's Socialist gov­
ernment. 

Mr. Carlucci, working closely 
lwith Helmut Schmidt, then chancel­
lor of West Germany, helped arrange 
desoerately needed financing for 
Portugal's Social Democratic Party, 
which finally prevailed against the 
Communists. 

In 1978, President Jimmy Carter 
named Mr. Carlucci deputy CIA di· 
rector under Stansfield Turner. 
After Mr. Reagan was elected in 
19!!0, Mr. Weinberger refused to 
serve as secretary of defense unless 
he could have Mr. Carlucci as deputy 
secretary. Mr. Carlucci was strongly 
opposed by conservatives in the new 
-administration and in Congress. But 
he got the job and worked with Mr. 
Weinberger until 1982, when he left 
to join Sears World 'frade. 

NORTH ... from Pg.2 
staff launched its secret diplomacy 
with Iran, which has been ,n war 
with Iraq since 1980. 

Mr. lkle, contacted at his home 
yesterday, said he did not recall the 
events of the March meetimJ. 

Defense Department procedures 
for obtaining weapons used in par­
amilitary programs are classified 
and investigators would not say how 
the argument between Col. North 
and Mr. Pillsbury was resolved. 

All U.S. weapons stockpiles are 
earmarked for various wartime con­
tingencies, and Pentagon rules re­
quire that all requests for arms used 
in covert intelligence operations 
must pass through a secret system, 
congressional investigators said. 

Covert arms transfers are thus 
carried out without leaving any 
traceable records or disclosing de­
tails about the intelligence opera- ' 
lion. 

Col. .North "refused Ikle's request 
to coordinate requests for weapons 
and intelligence support with Ik,e 
and Pillsbury as called for by normal 
procedures," one aide said. 

Senate investigators said they 
questioned senior Defense Depart­
ment officials, including Defense 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger, as 
well as two staff members of the Na­
tional Security Council. 

Adm. Poindexter ordered the 
probe of Mr. Pillsbury following 
press reports of the Stinger anti­
aircraft missile shipments to An­
gola, mvesti~ators said. The Defense 
Investigative Service conducted the 
probe of Mr. Pillsbury, which in­
cluded a polygraph examination 
that led to his dismissal. 

Mr. Hatch said he was consider­
ing a number of options as a result 
of the investigation and hopes that 
Mr. Pillsbury will be reinstated in his 
Pentagon post. 

Brendan V. Sullivan. Col. No,·th's 
attorney, declined to comment. Adm. 
Poindexter could not be reached. 

Meanwhile, Senate mvestigators 
said Col. North allegedly circum­
vented Pentagon procedures by so­
liciting help from Richard L. Arm­
itage, assistant secretarv of defense 
for international security affairs, 
who reportedly approved four U.S. 
weapons shipments to Iran. 

Retired Maj. Gen . Richard 
Secord. who once ran Air Force spe­
cial operations and was familiar 
with the Pentagon's covert weapons 
policies. also worked with Col. North 
in obtaining U.S. weapons, they said. 

A Pentagon spokesman said Mr. 
Armitage was unavailable for com­
ment. Gen. Secord could not be 
reached. 

Mr. Pillsbury, a former Rand 
Corp. analyst, now works as a staff 
aide to Mr. Hatch and Republican 
Sens. Gordon Humohre}' of New 
Hampshire, Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina and Chic Hecht of Nevada. 
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Jncidenl Angered Jronians, Led to LJircct U.S. Hole 

By Wolter Pincus sent as a repl<1cement for the re- volved in the November shipment 
w • ..,,.KtllCll'o.t~•ffWnt•r jected November ·shipment, accord-I and that the substitution of old 

--------------- ing to informed sources. 1 parts for [-Hawk parts came about 
[sraeli arms brokers substit1a<!d obsolete According to these sources, some'. because of a "misunderstanding by 

antiaircraft missile parts in a secret Novem• of whom were aware of the secret , people who didn't know weapons 
her 1985 arms shipment to [ran, angering h h d · h 
the Iranians and causing the Reagan White shipments at the time, this new rat er t an a esire to c eat the 
House to begin sending weapons directly phase of direct U ,S. supplies lranians." 
from U.S. military stocks, informed U.S. stripped the White House of the The failure of the November 
and Israeli sources said yesterday. "deniability" it had been able to : shipment and the subsequent Iran-

Iranian military officers had given the maintain last year, when the arms ' ian complaints came at a time when 
Israelis a list of specific spare parts for a were brokered by Israelis and taken State and Defense department of­
type of antiaircraft .battery known as Im• from lsraeli stocks that were even- ficials were trying to convince Pres­
proved Hawk, or [-Hawk, but for reasons tually replaced by the United ident Reagan that he should not use 
that are not clear they received parts for an States. arms shipments as a means for 
older, less sophisticated version of the When the direct shipments be- opening contacts with Iran or in 
Hawk. gan, Marine Lt. Col. Oliver L. seeking help to free the remaining 

The November shipment was eventually North of the National Security A1!1erica~1 hostages. 
returned to Israel, and the incident led the Council staff was designated as the ~he 111c1dent also took place 
White House to stop using the Israeli arms White House liaison on the issue while the arms-to-Iran program was 
brokers as intermediaries in the shipments. with the Israeli government. Israeli creating con~roversy within the 
Those Israelis had begun the cl.i11d1!~tinc Prime Minister Shimon Peres se- Central Intelligence Agency. John 
operation with tacit U.S. approval in the fall lected Amiran Nir, his counterter- ~cMahon, then the C[~'s deputy 
of 1985, when two arms shipments to Tch- . d . t ... A N th' chrector, agreed to provide agency . ronsm a v1ser, o "" or s coun- • t; • t · · I f ran resulted m the Sept. 14 release of the t ass1s ance m ge tmg an :urp ,me or 
Rev Beni'amin Weir who had been held terpTahr • WI . fl h I b Id the November shipment after an • . • . e ute ouse ac een to t I t ( N th hostage m Lebanon by pro-Iranian extrem• b h [ 1. . unusua ora reques rom or • 
. t Y t e srae 1 nuddlemen before At the time according to con• 18 

~he White House opted to begin selling Weir -~as freed that all five living gressional so~rces, North told 
parts directly from the U.S. arsenal for tmer;can h~Slages woulc~ b_e re• McMahon that the plane would be 
what became four subsequent shipments :a~ec • Despite the setback m s~- carrying oil-drilling equipment. ClA 
this year. The Iranians paid millions of dol• curing only one ho~tage, the Israelis Director William J. Casey was in 
tars more than the $12 million value of the were told that a shipment of I-Ha~k China at the time, sources said. 
weapons into a Swiss bank account, and parts would hel~ to free the remai~- McMahon, according to Sen. 
some of those profits were secretly di• l~g four Americans. The Israe_hs Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.), 
verted to aid Nicaraguan contras, according chose late N~vember for the ship- approved North's request but 
to administration disclosures last week. ment, according to one source, in warned that he would require an 

In a statement released yesterday, Israeli part to mollify the White House in order from Reagan to do it again. 
businessman Yaacov Nimrodi confirmed the wake of the arrest of Jonathan "I'll do it once, but the next time 
earlier reports that he had organized the P_ollard, wh~ was eventually con- : •• th_is ha~ ~o c~me fr~m the pres-
September arms shipments to Iran v1cted of spying for lsrael.. t~ent m writing, Moym~an, on the 
as a w~ "to bring about the free- When word of the lranian anger N!3C .News program Meet . the 
<lorn of the Americiln hostages." over the obs?lete H~wk parts be- Press, quoted McMah?n as saying, 

He said Weir was released as a c11me known in Washington, former In January, the White House re-
result of these activities, but that national security adviser Robert C. ceived word of the • Iranian mili-
afterward, "the Americans app11r- Mcfarlane and North, who had ta~y•s unhappiness with . the Haw~ 
ently reached the conclusion that it helped arrange the September and shipment, but also a hmt that 1f 
is within their ability to continue November shipments, "were damn newer equipment were furnished, 
efforts for the release of other hos- angry at the Israelis for sending old talks about the hostages could con-
tage"s without my help." ~quip_ment," said on~ source_ famil• tinue, according to sou_rces. 

"The negotiations continued 1ar ~1th the transaction. The 1~ea of On Jan. ~ ~• according to ~hite 
without me," Nimrodi said-. "At the sending arms to Tehran as a sign of House offic1als, the president 
same time," he added, "my frien~s ~.S. "~ood faith" had originated in signed_~ secret in~elligence order 
and myself were asked to stop deal• chscuss1ons between McFarlane and authonzmg the shipment of U.S. 
ing with the subject." Kimc~e in the sum1;1~r o~ 1985. • arms to Iran as part of a covert pro-

Nimrodi's friends have been iclen• • White House officials m the past gram to open contacts and seek 
tified as David Kimche, the former have· said there was a "pause" in the help in obtaining the hostages' re-
director general of the lsrrieH for• lran program about .this time last lease. , 
eign ministry, and Al Schwimmer, year be~ause McF~rlane, ~forth ~nd In February, a~cording to Attor-
the founder of [srael Aircraft [ndus• the national security adviser, Vice ney General Edwm Meese III, the 
tries. Adm. John M. Poindexter, were November shipment of old Hawk 
· In February, 500 TOW antitank changing their ''contacts" in Iran. parts was returned to Israel. In the 
missiles were sent to Tehran di• A Washington source familiar same month, according to informed 
rectly from U.S. stocks and in late with the Israeli_ arms_ deal s.1id yes- sources, the f~st U.S. _sh!pment of 
May parts for the [-Hawks were terclay that N11nrod1 was not in• 500 TOW antitank m1ss1les went 
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from the United States to Israel and 
then to Iran. All of this year's ship­
ments were routed from the United 
States through Israel, and in at 
least some cases were flown circu• 
itously from Israel through Europe 
to Iran. 

Also in February, the CIA's 
McMahon quit without explanation. 
He now works for the Lockheed 
Corp, 

On May 28, Mcfarlane, North 
and two others landed in Tehran in 
a plane carrying parts for the (. 
Hawks. [ran had the weapons from 
the 1970s, when it was a close ally 
of the United States and before rev­
olution swept out the shah and 
brought Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho­
meini to power, McFarlane has told 
friends that he expected all of the 
remaining hostages to be freed be­
fore his arrival. 

The United States sent two more 
shipments totaling 1,500 TOW mis­
siles in August and late October. 
Two more hostages, the Rev. Law­
rence M. Jenco and David P. Jacob­
sen, were released. In September 
and October, three more Americans 
were kidnaped in Beirut and report• 
edly are held by pro-lranian ex­
tremists. 

The idea of sending arms to Iran 
to cultivate contacts within the 
Khomeini regime began early in the 
Reagan administration, according to 
sources. In 1981, then-Secretary of 
State Alexander M. Haig Jr. gave 
tacit approval for an Israeli proposal 
that arms be sent to build contacts 
within the Iranian military, The Is· 
raeli idea, according to Moshe 
Arens, ambassador to Washington 
at the time, was to encourage the 
military leadership to overthrow 
the Khomeini regime. • 

No moderates in the armed 
forces were uncovered, Arens said 
recently, and U.S. support ended 
when Haig was convinced by his 
staff that the arms shipments were 
contrary to U.S. interests. 

For the next five years,' until 
Nov. 4, when the first reports of 
McFarlane's trip to Tehran ap­
peared, the Reagan administration 
and the president personally em• 
phasized that the Khomeini regime 
supported terrorism and that the 
United States would never pay ran­
som to extremists holding U.S. hos-

P ARTS ... Pg. l 2 
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Phone Calls Link U.S. Aides to Contras--
- ., .. • 1 -Pg .:· 6 

•completed Cooperation' Ordered 
"The President and the chief of staff 

have directed that each of you gin· 
your complete cooperation and ass1s1-
ancE' to these inquiries, " the order said 
"The integrity and crE-d1bility of thc> sc· 
examinations require access to all rele · 
vant records you have maintained." 

By JAMES LeMOYNE __, 
S!>c<lal lo The Now Yori< T lished for "security reasons." II is Sav1'ng Record• Ordered 

MIAM ,,,... against the law to publish the name ol ., 
. I, Nov,- 29 - Telephone an American intelligence agent. 

records from Nicaraguan rebel •·safe . 
houses" in cl Savador show a series oI Other calls on the same days went to 
calls on the same days in September to what appears lO be an unlJSled numbt:1 
the former White House offices of in the United States Embassy in Costa 
Lieut. Co,. Oliver L. North, as well as to Rica. An embassy spokesman refused 
the company run by a retired general to comment when asked if the number 
involved In dealings with Iran and !.he was an embassy line. 
Nicaraguan rebels. The evidence of the telephone calls, 

They alw show calls to a telephone in supported by detailed descriptions Dy 
Costa Rica that appears to belong to an those involved in the covert supply pro­
American intelligence operative. gram, also appears lO offer the most 

The telephone calls were from a safe complete picture so far of how the se­
house in El Savador useo oy Amt:rn:an cret operation worked in flying weap­
crews secret!) flying weapons to the ons lO the rebels. 
Nicaraguan rebels during a Congres- Crew members on the rebel flights 
sional ban on such aid, and the calls .;p- say the more than $2 million program 
pear to offer the strongest circumstan- began in earnest last April and in­
tial evidence so far that there was close eluded the building by Americans of a 
coordination between the rebels, Colo· secret airstrip in Cos1a Rica. The 
nel North, American officials ;i, t.:osta operation was closely overseen by 
Rica and someone in Stanford Tech- three retired American military offi• 
nology Incorporated, of which Gen. cers, General Secord, Col. Robert Dut­
Richard V. Secord, retired, is a leading ton and Richard Gadd, the sources 
member. said. 

Senior Administration officials h"d Attempts to reach the men for com-
previously contended that the rebel ment today were unsuccessful. Mr Se­
supply operation was "strictly pri- cord has a long history of work m Iran 
vate" and therefore did not violate tru, and reportedly accompanied American 
Congressional ban on delivering arms 
to the guerrillas. It appears increa~­
ingly likely, however, that the program 
may have been prompted by American 
officials, financed by secret arms sales 
to Iran and then monitored by Amer­
ican officials in Central America. 

A Link to North's Office 
The White House numbers listed in 

the telephone records from El Salva­
dor are in the executi"F office building 
and, according to clvs~ .. ssO\ ;ates of 
Colonel North, were his former num­
bers. They have since been disconnect­
ed. When dialed now a recording says, 
"You have reached a nonworking num­
ber for the executive offices of the 
President." 

The telephone numbers dialed (rom 
rebel safe houses in immediate succes­
sion on the same days in September in­
clude not only calls to Colonel North's 
offices but also calls to what appears to 
,e the home phone of an American olfi­
:ial in Costa Rica whose name the em­
,assy there has asked to not be pub-

PARTS ... fm Pg. 11 
. tages. A strong corollary to these 
antiterrorism policies was Opera­
tion Staunch, the worldwide U.S. 
effort to enlist other countri~ in 
the embargo on arms shipments to 
Iran and Iraq as a means for ending 
the war. 

Meese has reportedly told con• 
gressional investigators that all of 
the funneling of Iranian arms money 
to aid the Nicaraguan rebels oc• 
curred this year, beginning with the 
February shipment. He also told 
them that none of the profits from 
this October's shipment went to the 
::ontras, because by then Congress 
had approved $100 million in mil­
itary and other aid to the rebels. 

officials in their faile<l trip to Iran 
earlier this year a~ pan of the Admin­
isu ation progra,n to sell arms there. 
Mr. Gadd and Mr. Secord have denied 
any wrongdoing in the rebel operation. 
M •. Secord and M1. Dutton work for 
Slanford Technology Incorporated, a· 
company wllh a history of arm~ trades 
and dealings witn Iran. 

Two rebel crew members said Mr. 
Dulton had workt:d as Mr. Secord's 
a..ssistant and had asked that rebel 
c, ews c;,11 him from El .::ialvaour to tell 
him of impending rebel weapons drops. 
Two former Cuban'American Central 
mte,hgence Agency operatives work­
ing in El Salvador monitored the pro­
gram and delivered coded messages 
saym~ when: weapons were to be de­
livered lO rebel units, the sources 
added. 

The two rebel sources closely ln­
vulveo ln the rebel flights said Mr. Se­
cord, Mr Gadd and Mr. Dutton all vis­
ited Er Salvador earlier this year to 
help set up an improved rebel supply 
line during the time Congress had 
oanned the Administration from arm­
ing the guerrillas. 

The same two rebel sources said Mr. 
.-,;,::-:Ord and Mr. Gada, ·.vhose company 
is rht. .\merican Natio11al Management 
Co,·~,.,,ation, wt:nt to El Salvador in 
April to say there would be more 
money and new planes available for 
the stepped-up rebel supply line. Mr. 
Gadd hired some members of the rebel 
flight crews, two rebel sources said. 

Contract for 'Humanitarian' Aid 
Al·rording to State Department offi­

ciab, .. fr. Gadd had a contract earlier 
•his _J!'ar to supply Congressionally ap-
1.1rvvt:u ·· humanitarian" assistance to 
the rebels. • 

Two sources closely invol~ed in the 
rebel flights said Mr. Dutton went to El 
Salvador in September, when the tele­
phone calls were made from rebel safe­
houses to Colonel North's ofhces, to 
Stanford Technology Incorporattd, and 

to American officials in Costa Rica. 
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By GERALD M, BOYD 
Sprn ul IO Thr Nrw.· York T1mf"S 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif., Nov. 28 -
Officials at the White House and the 
National Security Council were or­
dered today to preserve all records 
about the diversion of profits from Iran 
arms sales to rebels in Nicaragua. 

The unusual order, which cited the 
need to protect the "integrity" of pub­
lic and personal files, came after the 
Justi c:e Department asked that the 
White House insure that such records 
were not mutilated. 

The order, announced here, was con­
tained in a memorandum from the 
White House counsel, Peter J. Wallison, 
in Washington. It suggested · concern 
among senior Reagan advisers that 
relevant documents might be de­
stroyed or tampered with by olficials 
familiar with the secret dealings. 

A White House spokesman said the 
order was related to two investiga­
tions, one by the Justice Department 
and the other by a special Presidential 
commission. It did not refer to the Con­
gressional inquiries. 

Dan Howard, an Administration 
spokesman here, denied suggestions 
that the order was in response to re­
ports that Colonel North had destroyed 
several documents from the National 
Security Council last weekend that 
might have been critical to the inquir­
ies. 

The directive was provided to all offi­
cials in the White House and the Na ­
tional Security Council, but not to Cabi• 
net officers or officials in other agen­
cies. Some, such as those in the Central 
Intelligence Agency, are expected to bE­
auestioned bv the Justice Depart men 1. 

It included a list of applicabk 
records, including notes, briefing ma­
terials, memoranda, calendars, dair­
ies, telephonE' logs and computer 
records. In addition to such documents, 
which it noted were offinal Presiden­
tial papers, it said that the order also 
included personal records, which the 
Justice Department migh1 examine in 
the course of the inquiry. 

"None of your records. J)f'rsonal or 
official, should be removed from the 
White House complex, destroyed, al· 
tered or in any way impaired," tl said. 

Mr. Howard said that the purpose of 
the order was to "assure the staff that 
they have instructions to cooperate 
now" and that the Justice Department 
and the special commission had the au­
thority "to look at anything we got and 
to talk to anybody about anything." 

Donald T. Regan, the White House 
chief of staH, said on Thursday that th<' 
President would not be questioned in 
connection with the Justice Depart • 
ment's criminal investigation. which ti 
being directed by Attorney General 
Meese. 

Today, Mr. Howard, while not disput­
ing Mr. Regan, said Mr. Meese could 
conduct the inquiry any way he saw fit. 
That implied that the Presidenr might 
be questioned. 

"What the President has indirated is 
that the Attorney General has a blank 
check to do whatever is nec-essarv 10 
complete the investigations," Mr. How­
ard said, "and I think that it is very 
clear that it is in everyone's interest 10 
get to the bottom of this and to get it out 
as soon as possible." 

The rebel operation was officially Mr. secord's company and the other 
run unde_r a fro,:tt company called Cor- number in Costa Rica that appears to 
porate Air Services. A key question for be an unlisted telephone in the Amer­
investigators in the covert operation ican Embassy there. 
would appear to be whether Mr. Secord The calls to Costa Rica and the White 
or others involved set up Corporate Air House c::.,11e as the rebel crews based 
Services and whether money from in El Salvador were flying missions 
Swiss bank accounts holding profits over Costa Rica and into southern 
from Iranian arms sales was used to Nicaragua to drop weapo"5 to rebel 
pay Corporate Air Services bills. units there. 

They also came as the new Costa 
The telephone records for rebel safe- Rican Government decided to clamp 

houses m El Salvador "".ere obtamed by down on covert rebel activities, seizing 
reporters from the National Telephone a secret rebel airstrip built ·under the 
Company. advice of two Americans one of whom 

The records show that between Sept. ' 
9 and Sept. I 7 of this year, 14 calls were has said he was working on classified 
made to two White House offices used matters. According to members of the 
by Colonel North, five calls to what ap- rebel supply crews, the airstrip was 
pear to be numoers of Amencan offl- part of their operation and had been 
cials in Costa Rica and several calls to built as a refueling and supply station 
Stanford Technology Incorporated in for their planes. 
Virginia, as ·well as other unlisted num- Providing weapons to the so-called 
bers in Virginia. rebels ' southern front near the Costa 

Succession of Calls In September Rican and Nicaraguan border was con-
sidered crucial by .-ebel and Amencan 

On Sept. 15 the telephone records list 
.:alls made in succession from the rebel 
safehouse in El Salvador to the homt: of 
the American official in Costa Rica 
who cannot be named, as well as to 
Colonel North 's office and to Mr. se­
cord 's company. 

On Sept. 17 the records again list suc­
cessive calls to Colonel North 's office, 

officials earlier mis year, oecause 
rebel units there had been with1.Jut sup­
plies for almo:,, 12 months. A senior 
rebel official said the C.I.A. promised 
the guerrillas weapons in this period 
and " the weapons arrived." 

The weapons were all dropped by the 
American crews based in El Salvador, 
members of the supply operation said. 
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The Iran 
Connection 
Skirting Credibility's Border 
In Search of a Mideast Deal 

.... ~---------------
• By DAVID K. SHIPLER 

WASHINGTON 

IN the soothing tones that have lubricated his entire 
Presidency, Ronald Reagan sidestepped the carping 
politicians, columnists and diplomats last week and 
took his case on Iran directly to the American peo­

ple. In 12 minutes on television, he offered his version of a 
remarkable 18 months of secret diplomacy and arms 
sales to a country that his Administration had denounced 
as a font of terrorism and anti-American fanaticism. 

The President's talk contained internal contradic­
tions that seemed to neutralize his denials that arms had 
been traded for American hostages. He had "authorized 
the transfer of small amounts of defensive weapons and 
spare parts for defensive systems to Iran " he said "for 
the simplest and best of reasons," nameiy, tow~ that 
country back into a relationship with the United States 
that would spell the end of its support for terrorism. 

"We did not - repeat, did not - trade weapons or 
anything else for hostages - nor will we," he added, just 
minutes after explaining: "The most significant step 
which -Iran could take, we indicated, would be to use Its 
influence in Lebanon to secure the release of all hostages 
held there." He did not mention arms deliveries by Israel 
to Iran, reportedly made at American request and timed 
to the release of three hostages who were held by a pro­
Iranian group in Lebanon. Nor did he mention the role of 
the Central Intelligence Agency; but the day after the he 
spoke, the White House acknowledged that the agency 
had been directly involved. And despite a Will Rogers 
line he quoted about truth staying put longer than rumor 
Mr. Reagan did not rebut "rumors" he said had bee~ 
spread by the press about the secret weapons shipments. 

But the President's message went beyond his words. 
As h.e warmed to the camera in his masterly style, he 
seemed to exude confidence that the public, wanting to 
trust him, would engage in what Coleridge called "the 
will~g suspension of disbelief." In current parlance, the 
question was whether Mr. Reagan could maintain his 
reputation as the "Teflon President" to whom no critl• 
cism sticks. 

But judging by the criticism from both conservatives 
and liberals, Middle East experts and some officials in 
the White House and State Department, the Iran matter 
threatened to push Mr. Reagan toward the lame-duck 
status that often plagues a President's last two years in 
office. He faced rough going anyway with the Democrats 
having just won a majority in the Senate. Now, it seems, 
he may have added to that political difficulty problems 
born of damaged credibility, uncoordinated decision­
making and incoherence in foreign policy. 

Consequently, ideological adversaries found them­
selves in rare accord last week. Senator Barry Goldwa­
ter, the conservative Republican from Arizona, called 
the military shipments to Jran "a dreadful mistake 
probably one of the major mistakes the United States ha~ 
ever mad~ i!1 foreign policy." Senator Robert c. Byrd of 
West Vlrgm1a, the leader of the new Democratic majori­
ty, saw it as a "major foreign relations blunder." Secre­
tary of State George P. Shultz, whose diplomats were 
pressing European allies to withhold arms as American 1 c: 
equipment was being delivered secretly, was reponed to :) 
have opposed the operation, along with Defense Secre-
tary Caspar W. Weinberger. 

The credibility factor had implications beyond 
Washington politics. Some pro-Western Arab leaders 
who had believed Secretary Shultz's assurance of Amer­
ican neutrality in the six-year-old Iran-Iraq war were re­
portedly seething over what they saw as deception. Al· 
though Mr. Reagan hoped his opening to Teheran would 
as he put lt, "bring an honorable end" to that conflict h~ 
offe~ no hint of how that might be accomplished, by ' 
providing Iran with weapons. Further, Middle East ex­
pens wondered what Impact the secret deliveries would 
have on the tough image Mr. Reagan has cultivated 
agamst state-supported terrorism. 

As if to counter the•impression of softness, the Ad· 
ministration announced limited sanctions against Syria, 
which was found in a London trial to have conspired in a 
failed attempt to blow up an Israeli El Al jet. Britain, 
which broke relations with Syria, was keeping its dis­
tance from Mr. Reagan's Iran policy. But France, which 
has maintained relations with Damascus, was rewarded 
last week by the release of two French hostages who had 
been held in Lebanon by a pro-Syrian group. 

The Administration's credibility problems predated 
the lra('.I controversy. They began earlier this fall with re­
ports that the White House had mapped a disinformation 
campaign last summer to plant false stories in the press 
that Colonel Muammar el-Qaddafi of Libya was plaMing 
new terrorist attacks; the leaks hinted at further Amer­
ican military action. 

Then In September, officials contended that no swap 
had occured when an accused Soviet spy was released in 
New York as an American journalist was set free i.n Mos­
cow. And when a weapons-laden plane with an American 
crew was shot down over Nicaragua, the Administration 
denied any involvement, although such aid to the Admin­
istration-backed Nicaraguan rebels had long been coor­
dinated from the White House by Lieut. Col. Oliver L. 
North, a National Security Council official. 

Discretion and Sensitivity 
Colonel North was also reportedly involved in the · 

surreptitious Iran coMection, which the National Se­
curity Council apparently undertook without consulting 
the Middle East experts in the State Department and the 
Pentagon. President Reagan confirmed that his former 
national security adviser, Robert C. McFarlane, had 
gone secretly to Teheran to meet with Iranian factions in 
an operation overseen by the present national security 
adviser, Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter. • 

cutting out Congress and the foreign policy estab­
lishment from such a momentous change had the advan­
tage of keeping the secret to a small circle of officials. 
"There was a basic requirement for discretion," Mr. 
Reagan said, "and for a sensitivity to the situation in the 
nation we were attempting to engage." The method also 
dodged the ambiguities usually raised by specialists. 

At least some of them doubted that the President's 
tactics would work. Nobody denied Iran's strategic im­
portance, both because of ita oil deposits and its "critical 
geography," in the President's words, between the Soviet 
Union and the Indian Ocean. The question is how to re­
store American influence. Mr. Reagan evidently ac­
cepted the Israeli argument that Washington could bol­
ster pro-Western Iranians through arms sales. But there 
ls no guarantee that such factions can be Identified and 
trusted, or that weaponry can be an effective instrument 
for addressing the subtleties of a Middle Eastern coun­
try's internal politics. 
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ICAO In Aggressive Counter-Terrorism Campaign 

International Civil Aviation Organization has launched an aggressive program to sharply curtail aircraft 
hijacking, extending its efforts to include international airports where flights between nations might be endangered. 
The effort is aimed at closing gaps .in international law as well as in the security system itself. Canada has proposed 
extension of existing law to cover airports, Israel is offering a program of specific steps to foil hijacking and the 
Soviet Union is urging more international extradition agreements. 

The proposaJs wen; presented in Montreal at the ICAO assembly and one of the most widely supponed 
measures is the Canadian plan extending international law to international airports. This plan would make it a 
violation of international law to ( 1) commit violence against any person at such an airport if the act would interfere 
with the safe operation, start or completion of an international flight; (2) place any destructive device on airport 
premises; (3) destroy or tamper with security control gates or interfere with security operations; (4) penetrate any 
secure area with intention of endangering the safety of international aviation.· 

The Soyjer exrradjtion proposal would have all terrorists involved in an aircraft incident extradited to the 
nation of the aircraft's registry. The Soviet delegation said existing agreements under the Tokyo and Montreal 
conventions are presently inadequate to deal with the hijacking trend. 

Israel's plan aJso drew wide praise from a number of nations and it calls for a reorganization of the ICAO 
headquarters, a program of preventive measures and legislation to prosecute hijackers. Statistics were provided by 
Israel to back up its urging that more strict measures are needed. The statistics are that the average number of 
hijackings over the past decade has been 32 annually; in 1984 there were 18 bomb explosions at airports, airlines 
offices or aboard aircraft; 12 more destructive devices were dismantled by security forces and an additional 18 crimes 
were committed, all leading to 78 fatalities for that year alone. In 1985, said Israel, the airlines saw 28 hijackings and 
an equal number of bombs that took a total of 415 Ii ves. 

The 15-pojnr Israeli anrj-hjjack procedure recommends ( 1) thorough inspection of all passports, (2) hand 
search of all baggage, including possible double bottoms of suitcases and attache cases, (3) Xray examination of all 
luggage of suspicious passengers when the luggage is empty, ( 4) ask each passenger if they are canying anything 
from another person for delivery at the destination, (5) a body check by hand of each passenger or by magnetic 
devices at boarding gates, (6) search of all hand baggage, (7) complete search of the aircraft before departure and at 
every intermediate stop, (8) search of all portions of the aircraft which are accessible from outside by someone on the 
ground, (9) comparison of the number of persons boarding the aircraft with the number who checked in and cleared 
the depanure gate; if those numbers do not agree, the aircraft does not depart, (10) repeat security checks of all 
passengers as they board the aircraft, ( 11) identical screening of passengers boarding at intermediate stops as for 

. those at the originating airport, (12) if a passenger is unaccounted for, all passengers and baggage are taken from the 
aircraft; passengers claim their own bags and re-board; unidentified luggage remaining is taken over by security 
forces for special treaanent, (13) repeat search for explosives prior to takeoff, at all intermediate stops and again after 
landing, (14) unaccompanied baggage is to be inspected in a decompression chamber to detonate any pressure-fuzed 
bombs, suspicious baggage hand-checked, X-rayed and forwarded at irregular intervals, and (15) all cargo should 
be inspected in the same type of concrete and steel decompression chamber, suspicious cargo then hand-inspected, 
X-rayed and later shipped after a delay of at least one flight. or 24 hours to allow any timing device to detonate a 
bomb inside the chamber . 
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When U.S. policy sputters, 
allies in Europe tremble 

London 
■ These are hard times for Europe's 
Amerophiles. President Reagan's ad­
mission that he sold arms to Iran is the 
climax to a sequence of incidents that 
have tested the cement of the Atlantic 
Alliance more severely than at any 
point since its inception. The British 
Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, re­
mains Reagan's most loyal international 
cheerleader. Yet when she returned 
from Camp David last week, her protes­
tations that she "believed implicitly in 
the President's total integrity" sounded 
tired and hollow even to her admirers. 

It has long been an article of faith to 
most Europeans that they share not just 
common foreign-policy goals with 
America but a common morality in pur­
suing them. America stood as a tower of 
strength in the way of Communist ad­
vance. Give or take occasional clashes­
over tactics, for example, or the kind and 
levels of conventional or nuclear arms­
most European governments were 
proud to shelter in its shadow, as were 
their electorates. Here was an ally that 
had shown, time and again, that it would 
··pay any price in the cause of freedom, " 
as John F. Kennedy once promised. 

From across the Atlantic, this tower 
has suddenly begun to sway and crack. 
Its occupants squabble in public. Its 
amiable but aging commander is unsure 
of himself. It is hard to exaggerate the 
fixation Europeans have over the clear­
sightedness and consistency of the man 
"with his finger on the trigger." He has 
their lives in his hands, yet they neither 
elect nor influence him. They must be 
able to trust him, whether or not the 
trust is warranted. In the past three 
years, Reagan's marksmanship has left 
too many bullets lodged in his 
own foot for their comfort. 

European reaction to the Ira­
nian adventure itself has been 
less severe than the reaction to 
its context. Not many object to 
quiet exploration of what is pos­
sible in American relations with 
Iran. Most sensible governments 
engage in covert activity to pro­
tect their long-term interests, al­
though rarely in so gauche a 
fashion. Some even commit the 
sin of getting caught-as did the 
French in the Greenpeace affair 
in New Zealand. 

What has exasperated Eu-

rope's leaders more than any­
thing else is to witness such du­
plicity after the tongue-lashing 
they received from the Reagan 
administration after the raid on 
Libya. Then, the fight against 
terrorism seemed to be regarded 
in Washington as the "third 
World War." Then, Europeans 
were a bunch of softies who 
needed America to come and 
sort them out: It was a hard 
enough lecture to endure, espe­
cially in Britain's case, and espe­
cially in light of Britain's tacit 
support for the raid, given 
America's halfheartedness to­
ward Irish terrorism and contin-

ued consorting with Syria. Today, such 
a lecture would be greeted with scorn. 
Electoral machismo 

The raid had a dramatic impact on the 
attitudes of Britons toward Reagan's 
world leadership-in stark contrast to 
his popularity at home. Polls showed 
them declaring by 2 to 1 that they had 
"little or no confidence in America's 
handling of events." Grenada, Lebanon, 
Nicaragua were all regularly· cited as 
examples of electoral machismo appear­
ing to override international law or nor­
mal superpower prudence. An extraor­
dinary 1 voter in 3 regarded America 
and the U.S.S.R. as "an equal threat to 
world peace"; I in 5, mostly young, even 
said the U.S. was the greater threat. 

The Iranian affair has displayed so 
blatant a double standard-with or 
without its lethal hostages-for-arms as­
pect-that anti-Americanism has had a 
field day. It presents U.S. foreign policy 
as being at the mercy of the latest elec­
tion poll or lobbyist. The export of 
American wheat to the Soviet Union 
while Washington objected to Europe's 
export of pipeline gear still rankles. 
Where are the air strikes against terror­
ist-sponsoring Syria? Nor is it only anti­
Americans who ask when even the At­
lantic Alliance might suddenly find itself 
at the mercy of a presidential-election 
campaign. As the Financial Times said, 
"For this President, America's security 
is separate from Europe's." For Britons, 
it is a novel and alarming concept. 

Reykjavik has done nothing to cairn 
such fears. What did, or did not, almost 
happen at Hof di House is ·the source of 
desperate speculation among Europe's 
diplomats. But the impression has 

(!_ 

grown of a President playmg, and near­
ly losing, a reckless game of chicken 
with the Soviets, with Europe's security 
at stake. This, not Iran, was at the top of 
Mrs. Thatcher's painful agenda with 
Reagan at Camp David last week. The 
final communique, extraordinarv in anv 
year but 1986, had to reaffirm· that i~ 
East-West defense "nuclear weapom 
cannot be dealt with in isolation." 

I 

Bear turns sly 
To justify the West's need for unit\ 

and vigilance, nuclear strategists used to 
conjure up an image of a crazed Kremlin 
leadership reverting to barbaric imperi­
alism. Now, they face a no less alarming 
scenario: A canny Soviet leader simply 
outsmarting a U.S. President, seducing 
the European electorate and lulling the 
West into lowering its nuclear guard. 

Last month, Gorbachev seemed on 
the brink of persuading Reagan to pro­
gressively withdraw Europe·s strategic­
missile shield against Soviet aggression. 
without the allies· consultation and with 

, only his faith in Star Wars as a backstop. 
1 Reykjavik may have offered Europe the 
hope of de-escalation in arsenals. Yet 
Reagan's conduct of these life-and-death 
issues had the opposite effect, suggesting 
that the "indissoluble Alliance" was up 
for barter and might soon be superseded 
by a new superpower concordat. It has 
fueled the case for European nuclear 
independence-an appalling prospect­
and thus helped "uncouple" America 
from the rest of NATO, a longstanding 
Soviet strategic goal. 

The majority of Europeans, those 
under 45, now have no recollection of 
war and have no practical experience of 
collective security under American 
leadership. Their politicians must con­
stantly argue its case if the pressures on 
NATO, from the left and the isolation­
ist right, are to be countered. They can 
point to America's six divisions on the 
ground in Europe and to the fact of the 
nuclear umbrella. 

But for all this to carry conviction. 
Europe needs to believe that its faith in 
America is not blind. Reykjavik. and 
now the misadventure with Iran, dam­
aged that faith. It left many Europeans 
wondering if they might wake up one 
day and find America had tiptoed awav 
in the night. Ii 

by Simon Jenkins 
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WHITE HOUSE PLOT 
Reagan pals work 
on a palace coup 

By NILES LATHEM Bu,:~u Chief 

WASHINGTON - First Lady 
Nancy Reagan and a band of the 
President's longtime California 
cronies are trying to engineer a 
purge of White House officials 
they feel mishandled the Iran 
crisis, The Post has learned. 

The palace coup is aimed at chief 
of staff Donald Regan. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and national 
aecurtty adviser John Poindexter. 

Reagan intimates confirmed last 
night that the Californians - past 
and present Reagan staff members 
and millionaire businessmen who 
make. up his "kitchen cabinet" -
started taking things in their own 
hands after the President's disas­
trous preaa conference Wednesday. 

They were said to be outraged at 
how some White 
House staffers pro­
tected themselves and 
let Reagan take the 

• polltical heat for the 
Iran crisis. 

Sources said that 
since new polls 
showed her husband's 
foreign policy ratings 
-down 13 points, Mrs. 
Reagan has been 
"burning up the 
phones" with offers of 
support to friends and 
allies pushing for the 
White House shakeup. 

The purgera report­
edly want Regan re­
placed by former 
Transporatlon Secre­
tary Drew Lewis -
now chief executive 
officer of Union Pacific 
Corp. - who already 
has been aounded out 
about the job. 

They also want 
Shultz dumped for ei­
ther retiring Sen. Paul 
Laxalt (R•Nev.) or • 

Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger. 

If Weinberger is the 
choice, former Texas 
Sen. John Tower ls the 
favorite to replace 
him at the Pentagon. 

On the National Se­
curity Council, the 
group wants either for­
mer UN Ambassador 
Jeane Kirkpatrick or 
Admiral John Kelso to 
replace Poindexter. 

Sources said one of 
the leading plotters is 
Attorney General 
Edwin Meese - him· 
self deeply involved in 
the Iran operation. 

Others include for• 
mer National Security 
Adviser William 
Clark, Weinberger, 
Laxalt. and CIA Di· 
rector William Casey. 

The four influential 
advisers last week 
had private meetings 

. with Reagan and 
urged him to make 
major staff changes. 

Laxalt, one of Rea­
gan's closest friends, 
has actively cam­
paigned for the State 
Dept. 

His close associates 
say there is a deal in 
the works for Shultz to 
step down after Rea­
gan's State of the Union 
speech in January. 

White House officials 
deny any such deal. 

Sources said Reagan 
remains fiercely loyal 
to his staff and is re· 
luctant to fire anyone. 

They sa.id he contin· 
ues to blame the Iran 
problem on the press. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

I) 

CONGRESSIONAL leaders said yesterday that 
President Reagan should fire senior aides who 
allowed the arms deal with Iran M> mushroom 
Into a full-fledged White House crisis. 

Senate Republican Bob Dole sa~d the adminis­
tration "ought M> circle the wagons ... or let a 
couple go over the cliff," 

"Richard Nixon ne'\'er did that, but I think 
President . Reagan 
atlll bas time," Dole 
u.ld on CBS' "Face 
&be Nation." 

Dole declined to lden­
Ufy who be wants 
dumped, but suggested 
George Shultz is one of 
tbem. 

He said: "When people 
aak. 'Why aren't · you 
supporting the Prest• 
dent'?' It's rather diffi­
cult when the Secretary 
of State ls not doing 
anything." 

Dole said he was 
focusing "on a prob• 
lem not on a person." 

Then he added: "I 
think the next step Is 
to try to remove some 
or the problem. 
Thanksgiving might 
be a good time." 

Appearing with Dole 
was Sen. Dale Bumpers 
(D.-Arlr..) who said, 
"'Someone is going to go 
In &bis, maybe more 
than one." 

Bumpers said the 
most likely candidate 
Is National Security 
Adviser .lohn Poln• 
dexter. 

Bumpers also ·caued 
on the President to 
hold a press confer• 
ence and admit to 
mistakes regarding 

By RACHEL FLICK 
in Washington 

and LEO STANDORA 
in Washington 

Iran. 
Without elaborating, 

he said although Con• 
gress had been told the 
arms were valued at 
$12 million It now ap­
pears the price tag 
could be as much as 
$100 million. 

Sens. Dave Duren­
berger (R,•Minn.) and 
Sam Nunn (D,-Ga.) 
suggested on NBC's 
"Meet The Press" that 
CIA Director William 

- Casey might also be a 
candidate for the boot. 

Casey 80 far has es­
caped much of the hea.t 

. and is even reported to 
be part of an effort 
working toward a 

• White House shakeup. 
"The CIA was more 

Involved than we 
thought they were," 
Nunn said. 

Former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger 
said Reagan's biggest 
problem now was 
with George Shultz. 
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Soviets sense U.S. 
adrift in Mideast, 
move for control 
By Andrew Borowiec 
IH£ \.\lt:Sr-\ft\;G TO,.. TtMES 

NICOSIA. Cyprus - Profiting 
from the apparent absence of· new 
U.S initiatives in the Middle East, the 
Soviet Union is pushing for a leading 
role in the area. 

Diplomats say the expanding So­
viet strategy includes plans: to dis­
cuss forming an international con­
ference: to improve relations with 
Israel; for increased diplomatic 
presence in the Persian Gulf, and 
unification of the splintered Pales­
tine Liberation Organization (PLO). 

The operation is closely super­
vised by Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, the man re­
sponsible for recent preliminary 
contacts with Israel. Relations be­
tween the two countries were broken 
off in 1967 at the instigation of then­
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, 
who now holds the ceremonial post 
of president. 

An increased and more vocal So­
viet presence in the Middle East is 
part of Soviet leader Mikhail Go~ba­
c h ev 's "high profile" po!Jcy 
throughout the world. 

A key diplomat in the Middle East 
is Moscow's new ambassador to 
Syria, Alexander Dzasokhcw, whose 
job, according to various sources, 1s 
to improve Soviet-Syrian relations 
and bring various PLO factions to­
gether. 

Last week, Palestinian sources re­
ported a series of meetings between 
the faction supporting PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and his op­
ponents. 

The Soviet Union, according to re­
liable reports, has made it clear Mr. 
Arafat remains its choice for PLO 
leadership. A logical question is 
whether Syria, which opposes Mr. 
Arafat, will be receptive to intensive 
political pressure. 

Although Syria receives vast 
quantities of Soviet arms, the rela­
tionship between President Hafez 
Assad and Moscow has been cool. 
Last summer. Mr. Assad openly 
snubbed Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yuri Vorontso\· when he 
visited Damascus. 

Ambassador Dzasokhov. who for 
years served on the Soviet "Afro­
Asian Solidarity Committee," is now 
trying to mend the fences between 
the Soviet Union and its leading 
proxy in the Middle East. The task is 
difficult, and Moscow is apparently 
prepared to be patient. 

Soviet diplomatic activity in the 
Middle East intensified following 
the unsuccessful superpower sum­
mit meeting in Reykjavik in October. 
It was heightened, according to 
some diplomats, by the disclosure of 
U.S arms shipments to Iran and the 
resultin!( controversy damaging to 
President Reagan. 

The Soviet Union carefully main­
tains relations with both Iran and 
Iraq. Moscow also tries to penetrate 
the Arab countries in the Persian 
Gulf, the main source of financial 
backing for the Iraqi war effort. 

During the past year, Moscow es­
tablished diplomatic rclc1tions with 
the Sultanate of Oman and with the 
United Arab Emirates <UAE). It con­
tinues pressing for links with arch­
conservative Saudi Arabia. 

Soviet diplomacy involving the 
Gulf War is based on various politi­
cal and military considerations as 
well as on growing concern about the 
effective Islamic propaganda ema­
nating from 'Iehran 

The Soviet leadership and par­
ticularly the military cadres are said 
to be alarmed bv the resurgence of 
Islam in the southern republics of 
the Soviet Union, to a great extent 
fueled by Iran. The rising demogra­
phic growth in the southern repub­
lics is such that within 10 to IS years, 
a third of all Soviet army conscripts 
are expected to be Moslems. 

This is a serious - even alarming 
- domestic factor for the Soviets to 
consider, as they fight a seven-year 
war of repression against the 
mujahideen guerrillas of 
Afghanistan. who are also supported 
by Iran. 

Moscow has no easy formula and 
- according to word from various 
Soviet envovs - is warv of plunging 
head-on into the Middle Eastern mo­
rass. But the Soviets have estab­
lished a set of foreign policy prior­
ities in the area. including the 
revival of the old proposal for an 
international conference on the Mid­
dle East. 

The conference has been opposed 
bv the llnited States and Israel, and 
tci some extent bv s,•ria. which de­
manded recovei·v ·of the Golan 
Heights from Israel as a precondi­
tion - something Moscow could not 
deliver. Svria's attitude is still un­
clear. So far as Israel is concerned. 
there are signs it might be willing to 
consider such a meeting. or at least 
explore conditions for a mectmla(. 

Western diplomats lwlicn- such a 
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could be delaved . Nunn, hr wever 
has been a particularly strong sup­
porter of Stealth research. 

The smaller the program, the 
more it is in jeopardy. A medium 
surface-to-air missile and a forward 
air defense system wanted by the 
Army will be reviewed critically, as 
well as the Air Force's $7 billion 
Advanced Medium Range Anti-Air­
craft Missile. 

"The AMRAAM isn't . out of the 
woodshed," said Rep. Les Aspin (D­
Wis.), chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Nunn may see some of his larg­
est savings in the Navy budget, 
some observers suggested. 

By slowing the production of 
such big-ticket items as Aegis ra­
dar-equipped cruisers and destr~y­
ers. or a Trident ballistic m1ss1le 
submarine, Congress would see 
large immediate savings. 

One of the sharpest debates to 
erupt around the Navy's budget will 
be over its desire to build another 

nuclear-powered super aircraft car­

rier. The Navy has 15 deployable 
carriers and two others are near 
completion. 

Navy Secretary John Lehman -
increasingly pitted against N~nn -
reportedly will ask for the first in­
stallment of $3.4 billion in next 
year's budget for another carrier. 

The request may put Nunn at 
odds with Sen. John Warner (R-Va.), 
the ranking minority member on 
the committee. Warner is a former 
secretary of the Navy, and the car• 
rien are built by the Shipbuilding 
and Drydock Co. of Newport News, 
Va. 

The Navy appears on safer 
grounds with its plans for a new 
generation of attack submarine -
the SSN-21 "Seawolf." 

In the advanced engineering 
stage of development, the Seawolf 
program would eventually cost $36 
billion to build 30 of the super-silent 
subs. The Navy says it needs the 
new system to maintain its techno­
logical superiority over the Soviet 
Union. 
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Report Suggests 
Israeli Role 
In Berlin Attack 

published in Der _Spiegel magazine 
yesterday. 

Der Spiegel said West Ger~_an 
diplomats in Jordan also found in­

dications" that a Palestinian con~ 
victed of trying to bomb an [sra_el1 
airliner last April in London with 

Associ~te<l Press Syrian aid had "connections with a 
non-Arab intelligence service." 

HAMBURG, Dec. 1-A WeSt The secret intelligence findings 
German intelligence report indi- cited by ~ Spiegel followed by a 
cates two Palestinians convicted of month a reported comment by 
bombing a West Berlin club last French Prime Minister Jacques 
March that injured nine people may Chirac to The Washington Times 
have been double agents working that he was told of a possible Israeli 

L..:f:o.:,r_~ls;,;,ra;;,e~l~, ..;a..;cc_o_r_d_in~g;....t:'."o_a-.-re_p".:'o:'r'.:'t
7 

connection by West German ofh­
conferencc. wnh the Sm·ict~ and cials. 
United States a~ co-sponsm·s. will Der Spiegel said West German 
not occur. The Russians sec it as pro- and Middle East intelligence ex• 
pclling Moscow to thl' role o~ a po- perts had "strong doubts" about a 
tential arbllcr in the Middle East. . Syri,in connection to the West Ber-

The conference idea 1s hacked ti~ lin bombing and questions about the 
several Arah countries. mcludmg Arab state's reputed role in the 
Jordan. The main reason 1s an el fort 
to put the Middh: Eastern protilcm London attack plot. 
on the international agenda agam .. It said the officials believed 
for his part. Jordan 's King Hussem Ahmed Nawaf Hasi and F:irouk 
feels no solution in the area 1s poss!' Salameh, the two Palestinians c~n-
ble without active Soviet participa- victed last week in West Berlin, 
tion. • • 1 a ·ous "possibly" were Israeli agents be-

One thing 1s certam: n v n • h · th l I se connec 
statements to their Western col- cause t e1r targe ac co • 
leagues. So\'ict envoys no longer de- tions to Syria. 
scribe the Middle East as an msolu- Hasi and Salameh said in pretrial 
hie problem. as was the case as statements read in court that they 
recently as last spring. . obtained the explosives for the a_t· 

There will he definite pressure m tack from the Syrian Embassy m 
Moscow for a new and vigorous Mid- East Berlin. 
die Eastern policy. Althou!(h appar.; 
ently still on the "drawm11 board . 
this new policy might he enhanced 
hv the dwmdling of the U.S- backed 
process euphemistically called "the 
peace momentum." 
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Nunn could be right man at wrong time 
By Jim Stewart 
Journail-Const1tut1on Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON - Sen. Sam Nunn (D. 
Ga.) is the right man cursed with the 
wrong time as he prepares to take over 
the chairmanship of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, in tbe view of several 
defense analysts. 

"When there was fat on the land, his 
would have been a fun job," said Dr. Gor­
don Adams, director of the Washington­
based Center on Budget and Policy Priori­
ties. "Now, he's the guy who has to make 
the cuts." 

Driven by the federal deficit, defense 
budgets are expected to hover near or be­
low the zero 2rowth mark in coming 
years. That, coupled with Nunn's deep de­
sire to give more attention to conventional 
warfare requirements, is causing anxious 
moments at the Pentagon and among de­
fense contractors. 

An "endangered species" list of weap-
onry is circulating, according to • 
several Senate staff members. 

As a sign of the times, the ser­
vices also have acknowledged that 
self-sacrifice may be in order. "I 
am trying to wake up the Army to 
the fact that it is looking at budgets 
of zero (growth] or less than zero," 
Undersecretary of the Army James 
Ambrose told reporters. 

Some major projects may have 
to be postponed, Ambrose suggested, 
including the Army's highly coveted 
new generation of attack helicopter, 
the LHX. 

Another item at the top of near­
ly every list of potential victims is 
the president's Strategic Defense 
Initiative, also known as "Star 
Wars." 

The administration's $5 .3 billion 
fiscal 1987 request for the space• 
based missile defensive system was 
trimmed to $3.5 billkn this year 
The White House is expected to 
seek between $5 billion and $6 bil­
lion for SDI in next year's budget 
- a request that may be cut by 
more than half. 

Altogether, Secretary of Defense 
Caspar Weinberger is expected to 
press for 3 percent real growth -
above the amount necessary to keep 
pace with inflation -in the defense 
budget next year. The amount even­
tually requested - between $308 
billion and $318 billion - will de­
pend on what baseline the White 
House chooses. 

The dilemma faced by the Pen­
tagon stems from five straight 
years of record defense spending 
under the Reagan administration. 
The budgets gave birth to a variety 
of new weapons systems. Many of 
those systems now are in the pro­
duction stage and virtually immune 
from outright cuts. Others. however, 
are still in their early infancy and 
subject to second thoughts. 

"The trouble is that the services -
will resist making those choices. 
Even when they know the budgets 
will be thinner, they try to push 
through every program they can," 
Adams said. "Well. that dog won 't 
hunt any more. The money isn ' t 
there to buy all the things they've 
stuffed into the pipeline." 

"The fundamental problem fac­
ing Nunn is how to deal with what 
he sees as a compelling n~d for 
more conventional equipment at a 

time the money has dried up," Ad­
ams said. 

A review of the Pentagon's ar­
mory suggests several potential ar­
eas of compromise. 

The LHX program, the biggest 
spending project in the Army's his­
tory at $40 hillion and 5,000 air­
craft , may be delayed. Congress ap­
proved $1 I 9 million in research-and­
developmer.t funds this year , but the 
LHX design is being sccond-gursscd 
in the Pentagon, and Capitol Hill is 
worried over mounting cost 
estimates. 

A slowdown in funding rather 
than outright cancellation of LHX is 
more likely . "I wouldn 't cast its 
death bell yet, but il is a much 
weaker program than many expect­
ed at this point. And 1987 will be a 
year of survival of the fillest, " said 
one Senate staff member. 

By comparison, two other flight 
programs appear safe. The Marine 
Corp's much prized tilt-rotor V-22 
Osprey aud the Air Force C-17 
transport have many supporters. If 
the budget suffered massive cuts, 
production of the C-17 would be 
slowed, one analyst suggested. 

So-called "black" areas of the 
budget - an estimated $8 billion in 
research and development fund~ 
targeted for top secret weapons sys• 
terns - also may feel the pinch . 

The F-19 fighter and the Ad­
vanced Tactical Fighter programs. 
along with the Advanced Technol· 
ogy Bomber , the Stealth bomt.er . 
and Stealth-enhanced c-ru1se mi,si\1:s 
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Reagan, staff meet 
to hone '88 budget 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Reagan is holding a se­
ries of meetings on the 1988 federal 
budget, intent on holding to Gramm­
Rudman deficit reduction targets 
while avoiding new taxes and pre­
serving his defense buildup, his 

: chief spokesman said yesterday. 
Mr. Reagan called James Miller, 

director of the Office of Manage­
ment and Budget, and other White 
House staff members yesterday 
afternoon to "the first budget rc\'iew 
meeting of the budget season," 
Deputy Press Secretary Larry 
Speakes said. 

In order to meet the $108 billion 
deficit target for fiscal 1988 under 
the Gramm-Rudman budget· 
balancing law, Mr. Speakes said the 
administration must find about $54 
billion in sa\·ings. The fisc;il year be­
gins next Oct. 1. 

At least one other meeting is to be 
scheduled this week . Mr. Speakes 
said . The budget will be submitted to 
Congress in late January or early 
February. . 

Mr. Speakes said the sess10n 
would include an O\'er\'iew of the 
budget, the deficit situation and 
what the administration will "have to 
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<lo to meet the Gramm-Rudman fig­
ure that is proposed for this year." 

"The president does intend to 
meet the Gramm-Rudman tar1<et 
and will be proposing a budget that 
does not include a ta.~ increase and 
will include our projected le,·c)s of 
defense spendmg. But we will reach 
that target with cut s in other areas," 
Mr. Speakes said . 

Tu·o weeks ago, Mr. Miller said 
"judicious trimming of bloated pro­
grams," along with new user fees. 
sales of federal assets and loan port· 
folios . and s o me program 
eliminations would be proposed to 
meet the $108 billion le\'el. 

In a speech to the National Elec• 
trical Manufacturers· Association, 
Mr Miller said the While House in­
tends to meet the target. despite re­
cent talk hy Democratic congres­
sional leaders of casing it. 

Mr. Speakes said the president's 
proposed hud1<et may seek up to $.s4 

billion in spending cuts and other 
savings, and a "real." or inflation­
adjusted, defense spending increase 
of 3 percent above the $289.:- billion 
appropriated by Congress for this 
vcar. 
• 0MB spokesman Edwin Dale J r. 
has said this would translate to an 
actual increasr of 6 percent once in­
flation was calculated into thr for­
mula, suggesting a defense spending 
request in the neighorborhood of 
$308 billion . 

The deficit for the current fiscal 
vear will be $163 billion. Mr. Speakes 
said. That is down from the record 
$221 billion deficit of the past fiscal 
vear but far above the $l·H billion 
target for fiscal 198'." spelled out by 
the Cramm-Rudman act . 

The Supreme Court last summer 
invalidated the part of the act tha t 
would have triggered automatic 
spending cut s when Congress failed 
to meet the targeb . 
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Shultz schedules European trip 
to rebuild fai!h in U.S. policies 
By Richard Beeston 
THE: WASHINGTON 11ME S 

' 
Secretary of State c;eorge Shultz 

·will fly to Europe Monday to try to 
~aim fears among NATO allies about 
damage to President Hcagan·s lead· 
,ership caused by the Iranian arms 
·deal crisis. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said Mr. Shultz 
would he meeting leaders in the 
North Atlantic 'J'l-eaty Organiwtion 
and the European Community 111 

Brussels and would "explain uur 
policy to them." 

Another issue will be the U.S <le· coinciding wllh thl' stratl'gii.: arms 
cision 10 exceed the arms limits of trealv decision and the post 
the unratified 1979 SALT II treaty. a l<cykJav1k climate of suspidon. has 
move questioned by some of the Eu· created an ur1<.:ornfortuhle climate 
ropean allies. for the NATI> meeting. 

In past yeill's the Hc.igun ;1dminis-
Mr. Shultz is expected to cncoun· tralion lrns been cardul IO consult 

ter some tough questions about the Wllh its NATO allil·s 111 times uf de· 
U.S. decision to sell arms tu Iran at cision. The allies. particularly West 
the same tm1e he was urging the al- C,ermany and Britain. arc still 
lies not to do so. Hut the secretary's shaken by the way Mr. Heagan. with· 
statement last week th,1t he would he out consulting the allies on thb fun• 
staying on until the end of Mr. Hca· damcntal European security con· 
gan's tl'rnl of office wa,; wdcomed cern, cntcrl·d into negotiations with 
among the allies as a sign of stability Sol'iet leader l\likhail (;orhachev in 
when things in Washington ap- Reykjavik. Iceland . to eliminate all 
pearcd to he fallmg apart. hallistic missiles within 10 years 

Western diplomats arc reponing The Europc;ins arc hoping to hear 
bm:k to thl·ir capitals that the Iran from Mr. Shultz that the Reykjavik 

explored areas of nuclear arms re• 
du,llons. 

On the issue of interrw11onal ter· 
rorism. l\lr. Shultz is ltkcly to face 
somc emharrassing qucstwns ahout 
the• L'nited States supplymg weapons 
to ,1 n.1t ion 1t has officiallv labeled ,1 
terrorist sli.ltc I lowcver, ·Mr. Shult, 
has made it clear he opposed the ad· 
ministration decision. 

Mr. Shultz first will fly to London 
for .i meeting Wllll the Hnt1sh for 
eign secret.iry, Sir (;cuffrey Howl'. 
In Brusscb he will attend the N,\TO 
foreign mmisters meeting on Dec. II 
and 12 and will abo head the U.S 
delegation at a meeting with leaders 
in the European Community. 

I<ohert Hunter of the Center for 
Strategic Studies, a former senior 
staff member uf the N.itional Sccu­
nty Council, yeslt.'rday said the main 
concern of European leaders over 
the Iran arms deal was how it might 
weaken the presidency in dealing 
with thi: Soviet Union. 

The regular December NATO for­
eign ministers meeting is expected 
to be o\'ershadowcd by rcpcrcus· 
sions of the arms deal and Western 
European conc<!rn over U.S.-Soviet 
arms control negotiations. 

arms deal is no "Waterg,Jte.'' and that proposal has hcen put firmly on a 
President Hcagan will ride out the back hurner. and that in the future Ile said Mr. (iorba_chev was hav· 
political storm. the allil's will be consulted hefore ing a r,rupaganda "field d,1y" over 

Nevertheless. the current furor, Mi: Reagan again ventures into un· the U.S. breach of the SAU' 11 
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Reagan's 'Third Country' Remark 
Found Baffling by Israeli Officials 

By THOMAS L FRIEDMAN 
Special &o n,e New York Times 

JERUSALEM, Dec. 1 - Israeli offi• 
cials said today that they were baffled 
by President Reagan's remark In a 
magazine interview suggesting that 
"another country" - apparently Israel 
- had overcharged Iran for weapo~s 
and then knowingly put the profits m 
bank accounts belonging to Nicara­
guan rebel leaders. 

Asked to comment on the President's 
remarks to Time magazine, Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's spokesman 
Avl Pazner said: "We do not kno':" 
which is the other •country' the Pres1• 
dent was referrihg to. But as regards 
Israel, I can only repeat our statement 
of last week that the money for the 
arms transferred to Iran was paid by 
an Iranian representative to a Swiss 
bank in accordance with instructions 
of A~erican representatives." 

Mr. Pazner went on: "These funds 
did not pass through Israel and Israel 
had no knowledge that any of these 
funds might be going to the contras. We 
know where we stand on this one." 

In his interview with Time, President 
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Reagan said about the arms transfers 
to Iran: "Another country was facili­
tating those sales of weapons systems. 
1bey then were overcharging and were 
mpparently putting the money mto 
bank accounts of the leaders of the con­
tras. It wasn't us funneling money to 
them. This was another country." 

President Reagan's remarks went 
considerably farther than those Tues• 
day by Attorney General Edwin Meese 
3d, who when discussing the money 
transactions, spoke only about Israelis 
- not necessarily Israeli officials -
being involved with establishing the 
Swiss bank accounts, from which the 
Nicaraguan rebels, known as contras, 
were later able to withdraw funds. Mr. 
Meese's remarks seemed to allow for 
the possibility that the Israeli Govern­
ment, as opposed to private arms oeal• 
ers was not involved, while the Pres1-
de~t spoke of "another country. " 

Speaking not for attribution. another 
senior Israeli official expressed com­
plete bafflement at the President's re­
marks - assuming that he was refer• 
ring to Israel - particularly since _ it 
followed an Israeli Government demal 

L 
of involvement that was cleared be· 
forehand with Attorney General Edwin 
Meese Jd and Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz. 

"Why did Reagan have to say that?" 
said one Israeli official. "We do not 
want to be contradicting the President 
of the United States. He is a friend. But 
if he was talking about Israel, and I as­
sume he was, it is just not true." 

Reagan Remark Assailed 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, presi• 

dent of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. said yesterday that he 
was shocked and dismayed that Presi­
dent Reagan would suggest that Israel 
was responsible for diverting arms• 
sale profits to the Nicaraguan rebels. 

"In a welter of rumor and fantasy 
surrounding the Iranian affair, one fact 
is clear," Rabbi Schindler said in a 
statement issued in New York "Israel 
acted on the behest. with the knowledge 
and with the consent of the Reagan Ad­
ministration in its dealings with Iran. It 
did so as a friend and ally of our coun­
try. To place blame on Israel for acting 
at the request of the White House in 
this affair is an act of ingratitude that, 
in Shakespeare's words, is 'the most 
unkindest cut of all.' " 

"It is not Jerusalem but Washington 
that has an obsession with overturning 
the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua," 
Rabbi Schindler said. "One can only 
express a sense of shock and dismay, 
therefore, at President Reagan's state­
ment." adults, America is registering record 

disapproval of Reagan's foreign policy. 
CBS's Dan Rather says 75 percent are 
against selling weapons to Iran to free 
American hostages, while 58 percent are 
against aiding the Nicaraguan Contra's 
fight to oust the Sandinista govern­
ment. 
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(For verbatim 
Defense Dialog) 

texts, see Radio-TV 

committees to investigate the epi­
sode and avoid duplicity. 

"If we start eight. 10. 12 hearings 
in the House and Senate. you're go­
ing to need roller skates. 1f you're a 
witness, just to get from one I hear ­
ing l to the next.'' Mr. Dole said . 

House Majority Leader ,Jim 
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agreenient. 
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Slightly off course 
Navy Secretary John Lehman 

told Yale University students yes· 
terday that a Soviet destroyer and 
American destroyer had collided 
in the Pacific Ocean. but a 
spokesman traveling with him 
said he had been misinformed. 

Mr. Lehman told students gath· 
ered for his lecture. "American 
Sea Power Today," that collisions 
between Soviet and American 
vessels occur because the two 
fleets work in close proximity. 
"Wherever we are. there too are 
the Soviets. We just had a colli­
sion overnight. A Soviet I de­
strover l rammed one of our de­
strovers in the middle of an 
exercise," Mr. Lehman said dur­
ing his lecture. 

Expanding on the an­
nouncement for reporters. he 
added that a Russian helicopter 
and an American helicopter had 
also collided during the exercise. 
Later it was explained that the er· 
ror was the fault of an aide who 
misinterpreted a message on the 
exercise. 

Wright of Texas said in a written 
statement: "I do not believe that a 
hurni:d special session of Congress 
would be either necessary or benefi· 
cial. It could contribute needlessly to 
an atmosphere of crisis." . 

LJ<1mon Thompson contribured 
ro rhis story. 
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current controvery and is not simply a 
move in response to the scandal. 
"(Weinberger is) not going on a mission 
to explain our policy," the aide said. 
"(But) he will be prepared to talk 
about it if the allies want him to." 
(UPI) 

SUPREME COURT/MILITARY.: The Supreme 
Court agreed yesterday to use the case 
of a discharged Marine captain to de­
cide whether federal courts should have 
broader authority over disputes involv­
ing military personnel. The case arose 
when John Van Drasek was denied promo­
tion from captain to major · in 1983, 
which under the rule~ of military ser~ 
vice subjected him to an automatic dis­
charge. Van Drasek argued the action 
was in retaliation for speaking out 
against unequal treatment bf pregnant 
Marines and for his votes to retain one 
Marine with a drug abuse .problem while 
giving another an honorable discharge. 
Sec/Navy John Lehman upheld the 
discharge after Van Drasek appealed, ' 
The Supreme Court; in agreeing to rule · 
on the case next year, could make it 
easier for those in the armed services 
to challenge actions by superior offi­
cers. (AP, UPI) 

DOD/IRAN ARMS IX>CUMENTS: DOD General 
Counsel H. Lawrence Garrett has ordered 
an internal search for any Pentagon 
documentation relating to •• the Iran:.. 
Contra affair. In a 28 November memo 
obtained by UPI and AP, Garrett di­
rected all Undersec/Def's, Asst Sec/ 
Def's, and general counsels of all mil- · 
itary departments . and agencies to hunt 
for documents about Iran arms ~hip­
ments, hostage negotiations and Contra 
aid. The order also calls for : Pentagon 
leaders to search for any reco~ds about 
the activities of seven men identified 
as having a role in the scandal: former 
National Security advisers Robert 
McFarlane and VADM John Poindexter, Don 
Fortier, a former deputy to Poindexter 
who died last summer, Marine LTC Oliver 
North, NSC General Counsel COM Paul . B. 
Thompson, retired Air Force MGEN 
Richard Secord, and Contra leader 
Adolfo Calero. Garrett's memo stressed 
that a careful tracking record be kept 
of the "chain of custody" of any docu­
ment. (AP, UPI) 

US/N. KOREA: N. Korea's official news 
agency reported yesterday that an Amer­
ican SR-71 reconnaissance plane . twice 
intruded into its airspace, and that 
there were nine such violations in 
November. The agency, monitored · in • 
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. IRAN ARMS/ISRAEL.: ABC Is Pierre . Salinger 
reports the "dominant motivation" in 
the Reagan administration arms deal 
with Iran last year was to free Ameri­
can hostages held in Lebanon. The init­
iative reportedly began in early 1985, 
when the US asked Israeli PM Shimon 
Peres t6 help in an attempt to win the 
release of the hostages. Salinger says 
Peres contacted arms dealer Nimrodi, 
Israel's military attache in Iran · from 
1959 to 1969, to take the assignment. 
Nimrodi reportedly worked through an 
Iranian named Ghorb~nifar , to $et up an 
arms-for-hostages deal. Saling~r says 
Nimrodi exacted an agreement fr.om Iran­
ian PM Moussavi that an "important hos­
tage" would be freed when 600 TOW anti­
tank missiles were delive~ed. The mis­
siles reportedly arrived in Iran on 14 
September 1985, the same da~ triat Pres­
byteri~n Rev : Benjamin Weir was freed 
in Lebanon. Nimrodi had suggested to 
Ghorbanifar· ' that CIA statj,on chief • 
William Buckley be the . first hostage 
released, , but it .wa_s reported Buckley 
had been killed • before the deal was 
offered. 

ARMS SCANDAL POLL: A CBS News/New York 
Times poll conducted ' Sunday indicates 
Pres Rea~an's job performance . rating 
among Am~ricans dropped 21 points last 
month to its lowest level · iri three 
years. Acco.rding to the poll of .687 
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Tokyo, is quoted as saying America's 
"successiv~ •erial espionage ... clearly 
shows that their ne~ · ~ar ·provocation 

·moves " to .. ip~ade the northern half of 
Korea have eritered a ~ ~ery dangerous 

_stage .. " ·(AP) • 

AFGHAN PLANE SHOT DOWN: Mosleni insur­
gents shot down a Soviet-built · Afghan 
transport plane with a portable anti­
~ircraft missile on Saturday, guerrilla 
sources said, b~t added they could not ~ 
desribe the weapon more specifically. 
The Ilyushin-18 transport was reported­
ly carrying Afghan and Soviet military 
personnel to the eastern -city of Jala­
labad. Gu·errillas quoted Afghanistan 
reports that at least 25 soldiers were 
killed in the crash. There have been 
frequent reports from Afghanistan that 
guerrillas recently received sophisti­
cated us-made Stinger anti-aircraft 
missiles and have begun to shoot down 
Soviet and Afghan aircraft. (AP) 

(Complete texts on file in SAF/AAR) 
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Israeli Reportedly Set Up 
First U .S - ran · rms Deal 
Approach Seen Promp e 

By Glenn Fran.bl 
Washington 1'1111 ,_ Seni<e 

JERUSALEM, Nov. 18-The first secret 
delivery of arms to Iran authori.u~ by the 
White House was brokered through an Is­
raeli arms dealer to senior Iranian Anny 
officers embroiled in a power struggle with 
radical Revolutionary Guards, according to 
knowledgeable Israeli sources. 

The rivalry between the two Iranian 
groups was so intense that the first ship­
ment of arms sent from Israel by cargo 
plane was intercepted at Tehran airport in 
September, 1985, by officials of the radical 
group who ringed the plane with armed 
guards and seized the supplies, the sources 
said. • 

As a result, the Iranian Army rerouted 
later air shipments to Tabriz and insisted 
that other loads come by ship to the mili­
tary-controlled port of Bandar Abbas. 

The Israeli sources, who insisted on an­
onymity, contended that Israel's role in the 
Iranian connection was merely that of a 
messenger, shuttling between Iranian con­
tacts in Europe and the White House. But 
analysts here also contended that Jerusalem 
won an important policy victory in persuad­
ing the White House to adopt the Israeli 
view that Iran is a state of crucial geopo­
litical importance that should be cultivated 
and dealt with even while under the rule of 
a hostile fundamentalist Moslem regime. . 

Public exposure of the secret arms con­
nection has led to a closing of contacts that 
the Israelis hope is temporary, sources said. 
They said they fear that by sending former 
national security adviser Robert C. Mcfar­
lane to Tehran, the White House over­
played its hand and caused the exposure by 
Iranian radicals seeking to sabotage any 
rapprochement with Washington. 

The exposure has not led to any 
apparent political fallout here, un­
like in Washington where the Rea­
gan administration is under heavy 
fire for its involvement. Part of the 
reason is that participants here in­
cluded people tied to both of Is-

~ Tehran_ Power Struggle 
mel's major political blocs and the 
government through military cen­
sorship has managed to prevent 
publication of most details of its 
role. 

But a debate is brewing in gov­
ernment circles, with some officials 
criticizing the midstream transfer 
of the handling of the Iranian con­
nection from multimillionaire arms 
dealer Yaacov Nimrodi, whom the 
Iranians first approached, and David 
Kimche, then top civil servant in 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry, to 
Amiram Nir, the counterterrorism 
adviser to Shimon Peres, who was 
prime minister then. Some are 
blaming Nir for suggesting that 
Mcfarlane travel to Tehran. while 
others contend that the decision, 
made in Washington, was strictly an 
Amerjcan one. 

There is also a fear, according to 
a few observers, that Israel com­
promised its sovereignty by allow­
ing itself to be used by the White 
House to bypass both the Pentagon 
;md the CIA. "It's like Israel has 
become just another federal agency, 
one that 's convenient to use when 
you want something done quietly," 
-pne analyst said. 
•. Israeli officials have maintained 
public silence on their role in the 
Iranian connection, citing a long­
.time policy of not commenting on 
Mms sales. At the same time, 
however, Peres, who is now for­
tign minister, has sought to jus­
tify the Reagan administration's 
efforts to free American hostages 
~d said Israel would have lent its 
iOpport to this effort if asked to 
~lp. 
: But according to knowledgeable 
iowrces, the Iranian connection be­
gan not as an American attempt to 

~ 
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free the hostages but as an effort by 
prowestern senior officers of the 
Iranian military to gain the upper 
hand against their radical foes in 
determining the course of the coun­
try's six-year war with Iraq. The 
stakes of the internal power strug­
gle also involve the fate of a succes­
sor to the aging Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini and, ultimately, the fu­
ture direction of Islamic Iran. 

The military officers worked 
through Iranian exiles in Europe 
including Manuchehr Ghorbanifar. a 
wealthy businessman who report­
edly had served as middleman in 
several arms transactions and who 
in turn contacted Nimrodi. He was 
Israel's defense attache at its Teh­
ran embassy in the 1960s and main-. 
tained a close working relationship 
with the shah and with senior mil­
itary leaders after he left govern­
ment service and opened his own 
export firm. 

Nimrodi, who speaks fluent Per­
sian, described himself in 1982 as a 
seller of desalination equipment, 
but sources here say his main busi­
ness was arms. He is well-connect-· 
ed here politically: seven Cabinet 
ministers including Peres and for­
mer defense minister Ariel Sharon, 
a close friend, attended the wedding 
of his son last year, according to 
The Jerusalem Post. 

Despite his identification with the 
shah and his public call in 1982 in a 
BBC television interview for a mil~ 
itary coup against Khomeini, Nim­
rodi has managed to maintain sales 
during the Khomeini regime and 
was a major conduit for secret sales 
of military equipment and spare 
parts to Iran during the early 1980s 
when Israel was publicly denying 
such sales took place. 

Israel's Iranian connection dates 
back to the early days of the Jewish 
state, when the late prime minister 
David Ben-Gurion, faced with the 
intense hostility of Israel's Arab 
neighbors, advocated cultivating 
relationships with key non-Arab 
states on the Middle Eastern pe­
riphery, including Ethiopia, Turkey 
and Iran. • 

With the fall of the shah, Israel 
. lost many of its economic assets in 
Iran as well as its intelligence net-

CONT I NU ED NEXT PAGE 
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work. But when Iraq launched the 
Persian Gulf War in September 
1980, and Iran desperately sought 
spare parts and other materials for 
its U .S.-supplied armaments, Israel 
saw an opening. 

Iraq, a hostile nation that had 
contributed battle-line troops to 
three Arab-Israeli wars, was con­
sidered a far greater threat to Is­
raeli strategic interests. There 
were even fears here that once Iraq 
defeated Iran, it would turn its bat­
tle-hardened troops toward Israel, 
anaylsts said. 

So Israel began supplying Iran, 
first with spare tires for U .S.-built 
jet fighters, and later with spare 
parts for planes and tanks, artillery 
and tank ammunition, light arms, 
antiaircraft and antitank missiles 
and other military hardware, all 
done through middlemen such as 
Nimrodi so that Israel could contin­
·ue to say publicly that it was not 
seHing weaponry to Tehran. 

The Iranians at first appeared 
reluctant to deal with Israel. But 
after Iran was stung in 1981 'in a 
$58 million swindle involving a Syr­
ian arms dealer and Brazilian sup­
pliers, it turned more to the Is­
raelis. Sources here say they are 
convinced that the transactions, 
which may have exceeded $50 mil­
lion a year, had the tacit approval of 
Khomeini. 

Under Alexander Haig Jr., the 
State Department winked at these 
sales, sources said. • But when 
George P. Shultz became secretary 
of state in June 1982, he pressed 
Israel to honor the American em­
bargo against arms sales to Iran of 
equipment made in the United 
States or manufactured in Israel 
using U.S.-supplied technology. Is­
rael agreed to this request-but 
secretly encouraged private arms 
dealers to keep on selling. 

"The Iran-Iraq War was a big bo­
nanza as far as weapons sales were 
concerned," an informed source 
said. "Either you're part of that 
market or you're left out. So people 

put pressure on their governments 
to be lax about enforcing the reg­
ulations. That's the way it works. 
Even if a government's declared 
policy was to stop selling arms 
things would have gone through th~ 
cracks." 

8, 

Sources said israel was just one 
of many western nations that prof­
ited from such sales . . They also said 
that the sales had support from fac­
tions in the Pentagon and the U.S. 
intelligence community, and that 
the United States never developed 
a coherent overall· approach to the 
Iran-Iraq conflict and Israel's sup­
port for Iran. 

In June 1985, when the Iranian 
: officers reportedly approached 

Nimrodi, the sources said, he went 
to Kimche, who as deputy head of 
the Mossad spy agency before he 
entered the Foreign Ministry was, 
like Nimrodi, another old Iranian 
hand. Kimche approached Peres, 
who in turn approached the White 
House. 

The Iranians wanted a resump­
tion of American arms sales, 
sources said. The White House re• 
fused, but agreed to allow Israel to 
pass on limited quantities of mili­
tary equipment in return for the 
release of hostages in order to test 
whether their Iranian interlocuters 
were sincere and powerful enough 
to be worth dealing with. • 

Israeli sources said the items 
shipped to Iran from here during 
the last 18 months included Hawk 
ground-to-air missiles, spare parts 
for U.S.-made aircraft including F4 
Phantoms and F14 Tomcats, Side­
winder air-to-air missiles, ammu­
nition and spare parts for tanks and 
artillery and TOW antitank mis­
siles. It is not clear how much of 
this material was authorized by the 
United States, and how much of it 
was supplied by Israel under sep­
arate cover. 

After the first shipments last 
September and the release of the 
Rev. Benjamin Weir from captivity 
in Lebanon, Nimrodi and Kimche 
were pushed aside and counterter­
rorism adviser Nir, a former jour­
nalist who ·reportedly has no spe-

cialized background in Iran, took 
control of the Israeli end. 

The reason given was that Nim­
rodi could be accused of a conflict of 
interest since he was involved· in 
arms sales to Iran at the same time 
he was helping to broker the Amer­
ican connection. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 



ISRAEL ... CONTINUED 
Under Ni:r's guidance, sources 

said, the shipments were switched 
from air to sea and were supposed 
to travel from the port of Haifa to 
Athens, where bills of Jading were 
to be altered, and then on to Iran by 
way of the·suez Canal. 

Late last year, the sources said, 
the secret shipments were almost 
exposed when a Gr~ek customs of­
ficer noticed the discrepancy be­
tween the lading bill and a crate he 
inspected. U.S. intelligence officials 
quickly intervened and prevented 
the matter from being made public, 
according to the sources. 

But after that, shipments were 
originated from the Israeli port of 
Eilat to prevent such interception 
and the possibility that Egypt, 
which supports Iraq in the war, 
would be implicated and publicly 
embarrassed if the secret pipeline 
were disclosed. 

Israeli analysts generally-look at 
the Iranian connection as a valid 
policy vindicated by U.S. involve­
ment. 

"We're happy to see that on a 
variety of strategic issues-includ­
ing your policy toward terrorism, 
toward Syria and toward the Iran­
Iraq war-the United States is opt­
ing for the Israeli approach and to• 
ward greater cooperation with Is­
rael on joint interests," said Yosef 
Olmert of the Dayan Center, a stra­
tegic think-tank connected to Tel 
Aviv University. 

But some analysts contend that 
there are two ways the Iranian con­
nection could backfire politically on 
Israel: first, if Israeli arms end up in 
the hands of Shiite Moslem fighters 
in southern Lebanon, where the 
Iranian-backed Hezbollah is doing 
battle with Israeli troops; and sec­
ond, if exposure of· the connection 
leads to violence against the 30,000 
Jews that Israeli officials say still 
live in Iran. 

THE ISRAEL-IRAN CONNECTION 
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Policy on Iran Faces 'Rebuilding' 
As French President Learned, Concessionary 'lactics Can (Jackfire 

By David B. Ottaway 
.............. !l&al!Wnter 

Early this yeu, French President 
Francois Mitterrand made several 
concessiona to Tehran in hopes of 
gaining the release before the 
March parliamentary elections of 
four French hostages being held by 
pro-Iranian extremists. By the time 
the French voters went to the polls 
to defeat Mitterrand's Socialist Par­
ty, one French hostage was killed 
and four more French citizens were 
taken hostage. 

For months afterward in its cam­
paign to get Western Europe to 
take a tough stand on terrorism, the 
Reagan administration pointed to 
the French as an example of how 
not to act. "We used to . say the 
French wrote the textbook on how 
not to do it," said one administration 
antiterrorism expert. "The Iranians 
took them for a ride." 

But after the disclosures of sim­
ilar U.S. dealings with Iran, U.S. 
antiterrorist and Mideast specialists 
are struggling to assess what all 
agree is enormous damage to three 
of the Reagan administration's main 
policies: its tough antiterrorism 
stance; its "Operation Staunch," 
aimed at persuading other nations 
to end arms shipments to Tehran; 
and its professed neutrality in the 
Iran-Iraq war. • 

"We are going to have to go back 
and start all over again rebuilding 
these policies," one administration 
official said. 

President Reagan, following the 
release of 39 TWA passengers held 
hostage in Beirut in June 1985, put 
terrorists on notice that the United 
States gives "no rewards and no 
guarantees" and "we make no con• 
cessions." With Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz taking the lead, 
the United States urged its allies in 
private and public to give no quar­
ter to terrorists. 

That stand, pressed in all West 
European capitals, particularly ran­
kled the French, who have long 
thought they had no need for les­
sons from Washington on dealing 
with terrorism. France, in its over­
tures to Iran, opened negotiations 
on a billion-dollar debt, expelled a 
main leader of opposition to the 
Iranian regime and made several 
other moves to appease Iran. 

The Reagan administration bar­
tered with arms, and it now appears 
that U.S. officials, too, may have 
been taken Mfor a ride." 

While Tehran apparently used its 
influence in Lebanon to help gain 

. the release over the last 18 months 
of three American hostages held by 
the pro-Iranian !:,;Jamie Jihad, it also 
did nothing to prevent the same 
faction, or its allies, from taking • 
three more Americans captive this 
fall. 

"We are assuming that the group 
that got [Joseph Jamesj Cicippio 
and !Frank] Reed is indeed just part 
of the same group," said one U.S 
official, referring to Islamic Jihad. 
The Jihad is thought to also hold 
two other Americans, Terry A. An­
derson and Thomas Sutherland. 

"It means they want to keep a full 
deck," the official said. "This could 
go on forever." 

In the past few days, Shultz has 
publicly, and strongly, disagreed 
with the White House decision to 
send arms to Tehran because, as he 
said in Chicago Monday, "All you do 
is encourage the taking of more 
hostages and· put more Americans 
at risk." 

Shultz also said over the weekend 
that he thought it was "reasonably 
clear" that Shiite factions in Leb­
anon holding the three new hos­
tages are associated with Iran. 

In the murky world of Lebanese 
hostage-taking, as one antiterror· 
ism expert outside the U.S. govern­
ment remarked, it has become clear 

since mid-1985 that "Syria controls 
the territory and Iran the groups." 

Reed and Cicippio were kidnaped 
in Beirut Sept. 9 and 12, respec­
tively, while a third American, Ed­
ward A. Tracy, was seized Oct. 21. 
Two groups asserted responsibility 
for the seizures, the Revolutionary 
Justice Organization and the Arab 
Revolutionary Cells. The first is 
closely linked to Islamic Jihad and 
Iran, while the second may have 
only indirect ties, according to U.S. 
antiterrorism experts. 

The link between Islamic Jihad 
and the Revolutionary Justice Or­
ganization was apparent during 
France's dealings with .the two 
groups. One French hostage, dip­
lomat Marcel Carton, was seized in 
March 1985 by Islamic Jihad, which 
authenticated its claim by proauc• 
ing a photograph of him. 

Over the past two days, the Rev­
olutionary Justice Organization has 
been sending word to Beirut news­
papers that Carton is about to be 
freed. This followed an agreement 
between Paris and Tehran for pay­
ment of $330 million to the Iranians 
toward an old French debt. 

The identity of those behind the 
Arab Revolutionary Cells is less 
clear. Initial indications were that 
the supporters might be pro­
Libyan. But U.S. antiterrorism ex­
perts say that this group, 'like the 
Revolutionary Justice Organization, 
has never made its goals known, 

. and tend to believe that the two are 
• in league. 

The general assumption, the ex­
perts said, is that both groups have 
friends and allies in one faction or 
another of the badly fragmented 
Iranian government. 

In a sermon Nov. 7, Iran's Par­
liament speaker, Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, gave his blessing to the 
Lebanese Shiite practice of taking 

· CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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CIA Curried Favor 
With liliomeini, Exiles 
Sources Say Agency Gav~ Regi,me List of KGB Agents 

By Bob Woodward 
Waahiniiton Poot SU.fl Wnter 

The Reagan administration's secret over­
tures and arms shipments to Iran are part 
of a seven-year-long pattern of covert Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency operations-some 
dating back to the Carter administration­
that were designed both to curry favor with 
the regime of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
and support Iranian exiles who seek to over­
throw it, according to informed sources. 

In 1983, for example, the CIA partici­
pated in a secret operation to provide a list 
of Soviet KGB agents and collaborators op­
erating in Iran to the Khomeini regime, 
which then executed up to 200 suspects and 
closed down the communist Tudeh party in 
Iran, actions that dealt a major blow to KGB 
operations and Soviet influence there, the 
sources said. Khomeini also expelled 18 
Soviet diplomat::;, imprisoned the Tudeh 
party leaders and publicly thanked God !or 
"the miraclen leading to the arrests of the 
"treasonous leaders." 

At the same time, secret presidential in­
telligence orders, called "findings," author• 
ized the CIA to support Iranian exiles op­
posed to the Khomeini regime, the sources 
said. These included providing nearly $1> 
million to the main Iranian exile movement 
fina~cing an anti-Khomeini exile group radi~ 
station m Egypt and supplying a miniatur• 
ized television transmitter for an 11-minute 
clandestine broadcast to Iran two months 
ago by Reza Pahlavi, the son of the late 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who vowed 
"I will return." ' 

One well-placed intelligence source said 
that this support of the anti-Khomeini exile 
movement is "just one level above (intelli,. 
gencej collection," and that the money in_,. 
v_olved was equivalent to the "walking;: 
~round money''. frequently distributed in 
~erican political campaigns. Administra­
•!on officials stressed that the CIA opera­
ftons are not intended to bring about Kho­
ineini' s d9wnfall but are aimed primarily at 
0btammg intelligence about his regime 
through the exile groups. 
: The White House and administration 
spokesmen declined to comment on these 

CIA operations. Vice Adm. John M. Poin­
ilexter, the president's national security af­
fairs adviser, told a television interviewer 
Sunday that "I don't want to confirm or 
<ieny any other operations" and added that 
".'we aren't seeking the overthrow of the 
Khomeini regime." 
: Press and broadcast reports from Iran 
have repreatedly accused the U.S. govern­
ment of backing anti-Khomeimi exile activ­
ities. Informed sources said that the Kho­
ineimi regime knows many of the details of 
the CIA operations because it has agents in­
side the Iranian exile groups. 

Some of the Iranian exiles in Paris said it 
is well-known within their groups that they 
have received CIA money. Sources also said 
that some of the CIA money was used to 
speculate in currency markets in Switzer­
land. 

Administration sources said that all CIA 
programs concerning Iran have been de-' 
signed with several objectives: to build brid­
ges to potential Iranian leaders, to use the 
exiles for information about what is happen­
ing in Iran, to develop indepeadent intelli-

• gence sources, to win friends, to diminish 
Soviet influence and to keep pressure on 
the Khomeini regime by demonstrating that 
the exile and dissident opposition is active. 

Iran is strategically vital because of its oil 
supplies, warm-water ports on the Persian 
Gulf and proximity to the Soviet Union. 
Iran's political turbulence and the possibil­
ity that one of the exile groups could some 
~i"• ... - .. .--,.. r\,....,.,...., :11,:0 ,'-;fi~~ :, TT~ ~tr~tor,, 

that proceeds on several tracks, according 
to several administration officials,. and that 
view is shared by some former U.S. intel­
ligence officers. 

"I have no knowledge that the Reagan ad­
ministration is giving money to the Iranian 
exile groups, but I see no reason not to give 
them money and at the same time extend a 
hand to Khomeini," Stansfield Turner, CIA 
director in the Carter administration, said 
Monday. "Playing both sides of the fence is 
not unusual, as long as they did not fund any 
exile group to the extent that they would 
try to overthrow the [Khomeini) govern­
ment. There is not a prayer that they could 
do that." · 
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But one well-placed administration 
source said the CIA operations involving 
Iran were ad hoc and inconsistent, rather 
than being the result of a coherent U.S. 
strategy. "The U.S. does not have a policy 
but a series of actions," said the source, wh.n. 
described the administration as "groping 
a maze'-' on the Iran issue. 

Despite the CIA efforts to curry favc 
with the Khomeini regime, Iran continuec. 
to encourage violence against American in­
terests, sources noted. For example, intel-

/ ligence shows that Iran directly supported 
the October 1983 bombing of the Marine 
Corps barracks in Beirut in which 241 U.S. 
servicemen were killed. This was less than 
a year after the CIA received a list of KGB 
agents in Iran from a Soviet defector and 
gave the names to the Khomeini regime. 
Sources said that the British intelligence 

• service also participated in the operation 
. that revealed the Soviet agents in Iran. 
I, Administration officials said that more re­

cent overtures made under President Rea-
• gan to "moderates" in Tehran have stopped 
' Iranian government sponsorship of terrorist 

actions against Americans. 
In January 1981, when President Reagan 
took office and 52 Americans returned after 
444 days' captivity in Tehran, the c'IA had 
,..1.-0 ,Nv hPPUn '.''nrlPr PresirlPnt C;irter a 

number of anti-Khomeini operations. One 
was designed to gather intelligence about 
Iran and support Iranian exiles, sources 
said; another was a more ambitious plan 
that one senior source said was designed to 
inflict "punishment" on the Khomeini re­
gime, which was holding the U.S. hostages . 

Under Reagan and his CIA director Wil­
lia_m J. Case_y, the first major Iranian ~per­
at1on was intended to support an exile 
group headed by the shah's former naval 
commander-in-chief, Rear Adm, Ahmad 
Madani. The Madc1ni group received several 
million_ dollars, but proved too independent 
by ms1stmg on control of their own anti­
Khomeini operations, and the CIA connec­
tions were soon dissolved. 

In 1982_, the CIA began supporting the 
mam lraman exile movement, the Pariis­
based Front for the Liberation of Iran (FLI). 
Headed by former prime minister Ali Amini, 
the FLI advocates Khomeini's ouster and 
smc~ 1983 has called for restoration of the 
Iranian monarchy. 

The CIA has given the FLI $100,000 a 
month. But beginning about two years ago, 
two ~embers of the National Security 
C?uncd staff, Lt. Col. Oliver North Jr. and 
Vmcent M. Canistraro, became involved in 
supervising the CIA operation after hearing 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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Another lesson in terror 
The mills of the gods sometimes grind 

more quickly than we think. The recent ter­
rorist murder of Renault's Georges Besse is 
the grist from French Premier Jacques 
Chirac's recent hanky-panky with Syria. 
After weeks of placating Syrian President 
Hafez Assad, dragging his feet on Syrian 
sanctions, and trashing the U.S. and Israel, 
Mr. Chirac managed to extricate two hos­
tages. Since the apparent su·ccess coincided 
with Ronald Reagan's embarrassment over 
Iran. the French prime minister did not hesi­
tate to pat himself on the head and offer ad­
vice on how to deal with terrorism. 

Some people may have been taken in, but 
not the terrorists. and Mr. Besse has had to 
pay the price. So far as is known, Direct Ac­
tion, the terrorist gang that seems to have 
killed him, is not under Syrian guidance, but 
it nevertheless is a member in good standing 
of the international terror network, to which 
Mr. Assad is godfather. It has carried out 
more than its share of bombings and mur-

POLICY ... CONTINUED 
hostages. Addressing the United 
States, Rafsanjani said: 

"They [Lebanese Shiites] go and 
take your people, they keep them 
and they say you should give back 
their prisoners," a reference to i 7 
convicted Shiite terrorists impris­
oned in Kuwait. 

"Do not call this an act of terror­
ism. This action by the Lebanese 
people which you call terrorism, we 
call justice," he said. 

He said Tehran would not use its 
influence to gain the relei3se of the 
American hostages unless Washing­
ton used its influence to get the 17 
Shiites freed. 

Rafsanjani is among Iranian lead­
ers who administration officials 
have identified as possibly belong­
ing to a "moderate" faction open to 
dialogue and secret dealings on the 
hostages. 

The administration has oegun 
trying to repair the damage of the 

D 

ders on French soil and has a working alli­
ance with the Baader-Meinhof gang in West 
Germany. 

So once more illusion is punctured at the 
cost of human life. Terrorists, like the to tali -
tarians who spawn and support them, not 
only are not nice people; they also are not the 
kind of people. with whom it is possible to do 
business. Morality to one side, negotiating 
with them simply doesn't work. They don't 
regard themselves as bound by agreements 
with governments they are sworn to destroy. 
Lenin, who indulged in no small amount of 
terrorism himself ( even before he seized 
power), said as much in his remark about 
agreements, like pie crusts, being made to be 
broken. 

Whether these homely truths have oc­
curred to Mr. Chirac is not known, but they 
are hardly lessons for him alone. As the 
Iranian affair suggests, some in our own gov­
ernment long since should have done their 
homework on the subject. 

recent disclosures. Last weekend, 
an order went out to U.S. embas­
sies in the Middle East and else­
where to contact local governments 
and explain the administration's 
rationale for its actions toward Iran. 

The gist of message, according to 
a State Department spokesman, 
was that U.S. policies on terrorism 
and an embargo on arms to Iran 
continue unchanged as before. The 
disclosures, he said, "make every­
thing sound very weak, but we are 
trying to make it clear we do have a 
policy," 

However , a senior administration 
official, reflecting a view widely 
shared among demoralized State 
Department officials, said, "Every­
thing depends on getting a policy. 

"We've got to find where the pol­
icy is going," he said. "But it's going 
to be hard as hell to go back to the 
old policy." 



CIA ... CONTINUED 
allegations that the FLI was mismanaged 
and ineffective. 

The allegations included charges that 
some FLI members were providing useless 
:ind ouest'lnnable information to the CIA and 

that CIA funds were being used to speculate 
in currency markets in Switzerland. Con­
sequently, the FLI member functioning as 
liaison with the CIA was ousted in 1985. His 
successor, however, was discovered to be a 
former communist who advocated hostage­
taking and who was a suspected Khomeini 
informer, according to U.S. and Iranian 
sources. _ 

That liaison was removed earlier this 
year. and the CIA appointed one of the 
shah's former cabinet officers as the new 

, overseer of the FLI money, the sources 
said. 

Neither the CIA nor the White House 
ever seriously believed that exile groups 
were strong enough to overthrow Kho­
meini, sources said, and none of the current 
operations includes paramilitary support. 

As part of the FLI support, the CIA al::,o 
provides equipment and $20,000 to 
$30,000 a month for the organization's Ra­
dio Nejat, or Radio Liberation, which broad­
casts anti-Khomeini programs for four 
hours a day from Egypt to Iran, according 
to U.S. and Iranian sources. 

As the links to the exile groups were being 
built, the CIA received an unexpected wind­
fall of intelligence information in Iran through 
the defection of Vladimir Kuzichkin, a senior 
KGB officer in Tehran whose job it had been 
to maintain contacts with the Tudeh party. 
Kuzichkin defected to the British in late 1982 
and • was debriefed later the CIA, giving the 
United States details of Soviet and Tudeh op­
erations in Iran. 

The CIA then provided Khomeini witil 
lists and supporting details of at least 100 
and perhaps as many as 200 Soviet agents 
in Iran, sources said. After arresting and 
executing· most of the alleged agents, Kho­
meini outlawed the Tudeh party on Mny 4, 
1983, and expelled the 18 Soviet diplomats 
believed to be involved in KGB operation:-;. 

Many Tudeh members were arrested, in­
cluding the party's secretary general and 
six centr;il committee members. :md they 

were forced to make televised confessions 
that they spied for Moscow. 

One well-placed source said the CIA ac­
tion was intended to cripple KGB operations 
in Iran while offering "a gesture of good 
will" to Khomeini. 

There were reports at the time of an up­
heaval in the Tudeh party, but it was not 
known that the CIA had a role. The role of 
Kuzichkin also passed largely unnoticed ex­
cept for a 1985 column by Jack Anderson 
and Dale Van Atta reporting that the de­
fector had brought with him two trunks full 
of docun1ents about the KGB and the Iran­
ian communist party. The column reported 
that the British "secretly turned the infor­
mation over to Khomeini." 

A CIA memo of May 17, 1985, saying 
that the United States was lagging behind 
the Soviets in cultivating Iranian contacts 
for a post-Khomeini era, was apparently one 
of the first actions that led to President 
Reagan's decision to begin secret overtures 
to the Iranians and eventually to ship them 
arms this year. 

A recent CIA-supported operation was 
the sudden appearance on Iranian television 
two months ago of Reza Pahlavi. son of the 
late shah. That clandestine anti-Khomeini 
broadcast was made possible by the CIA, 
which_ provided technical assistance and a 
miniaturized suitcase transmitter. the 
sources said. The broadcast disrupted two 
channels of Iranian televi:aion for 11 
minutes at 9 p.m. on Sept. 5. It is not known 
whether the shah's son knew that the CIA 
had provided support for the broadcast. 

The Khomeini regime apparently w;is 
aware of or suspected a U.S. role in the 
clandestine appearance and responded with 
a radio broadcast of its own, declaring th;it • 
"the terrorist government of Reagan . . . in 
a disgraceful manner was the vanguard of 
this puppet show." 

Staff researchers Barbara Feiww.m umi 
Ferman Patterson contri/:·ited to this report _ 
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Congress Primed To 

Probe Iran Deals 
By DAVID UGHTMAN 

Washington Bureau Chief 

WASHINGTON - Congressional 
intelligence committees are primed 
to hold tough, detailed hearings Fri­
day on the legality and wisdom of the 
Reagan administration's dealings 
with Iran. 

White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes said Monday "we'll be as 
cooperative as we possibly can," but 
members of Congress and Capitol 
Hill observers said the administra-

The administration continued to 
maintain Monday that the contacts 
with Iran, begun last year, were un­
dertaken secretly because of their 
sensitive nature. 

Speakes also reiterated on Mon­
day the view, expressed by Reagan 
Thursday in a nationally televised 
address, that the chief purpose of the 
initiative was to establish contact 
with moderate elements in the stra­
tegically crucial nation. 

Nevertheless, congressional ana­
lysts and experts thought Casey and 
others are in for tough grilling on 
Capitol Hill. • 

Gordon S. Jones, vice president of 
government and academic relations 
at Washington's Heritage Founda­
tion, said the administration bad vio­
lated "the law of common sense" in 
its dealings with Congress. 

"At least the president should 
have told [the) leadership in Con­
gress," said Ezat Parnia, an Iranian 
native who teaches courses in Third 
World politics at the University of 
Hartford. "You trust the moderate 
elements in Iran. Why not trust con­
gressional leaders in the United 
States?" 

The problems center on two as­
,pects of the controversy: the legality 
of not informing Congress of the 
contacts in a timely fashion and 

tion appears to be in for a rough 
time. 

The House and Senate intelligence 
committees plan closed-door ses­
sions Friday. CIA Director William 
J. Casey is scheduled to testify and 
national security adviser John M. 
Poindexter will talk informally with 
members of the committees. 

"I imagine the questions will run 
the full gamut of issues," said David 
Holliday, spokesman for the Senate 
panel. Whatever action the commit­
tee takes later will depend on what 

whether the policy toward Iran is a 
correct and prudent one. 

The legal question arises because 
in circumstances where a president 
does not give congressional intelli­
gence committees advance notice of 
a covert operation, a 1980 law pro­
vides that be shall inform them in a 
timely fashion and explain why prior 
notice was not given. • 

Speakes said Monday that Reagan 
signed an "intelligence finding" Jan. 
17 that not only permitted the arms 
sales to Iran, but laid out justifica­
tion for doing so. 

Members of Congress were not 
briefed about the operation until last 
week, however, and reports said 
Casey was ordered in writing not to 
tell Congress of the operation be­
cause of "security risks." 

Many contend Congress was 
briefed only because the Iran opera­
tion was disclosed by a pro-Syrian 
magazine in Lebanon and then publi-
cized in the U.S. press. 

Holliday asserted that the intelli­
gence committees still have not been 
briefed in accordance with the law, 
even though the president has met 
with congressional leaders and 
briefed some intelligence commit­
tee members. 

"I don't think there's been ade­
quate communication with Congress 

F 

testimony it hears. 
Poindexter has explained he is not 

likely to testify, because, be said in a 
recent interview, "the president's 
national security adviser, as well as 
the rest of bis immediate staff, is not 
in the habit of testifying," generally 
for security reasons. 

The bearings come as the White 
House continues to face political 
trouble over arms shipments to Iran 
and their possible link to the release 
of three Americans held captive in 
Lebanon. 

CONTINUED BELm-J 

at all," said Rep. John G. Rowland, 
R-Conn. 

Poindexter has argued that the 
secrecy was justified. 

"In this particular case, the Con­
stitution and the applicable laws 
clearly provide for the possibility of 
the president, under special situa­
tions like this, to inform Congress 
after the fact," he said. 

But analysts and lawmakers said 
Monday that Congress is not likely to 
consider an 11-month lag "timely." 

"By any reasonable measure­
ment, reporting to Congress after 
the information has been spilled to 
the media is not timely reporting," 
said Steven Smith, senior fellow at 
Washington's Brookings Institution. 

When Congress returns, some ex­
pect a push to clarify the laws re­
garding covert operations and the 

j role of the national security adviser. 
"What Congress will be doing is 

trying to plug that security loop­
hole," said Rep. Nancy L. Johnson, 
R-Conn. "Right now, the CIA has to 
report to the intelligence commit­
tees, and that assures a check and 
balance. . 

"But eliminate that, and you er~ 
ate the possibility of a few people 
skewing foreign policy, and that's 
what happened here." 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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Th Irania • Connection (Cont'd.) 
Cha,r/es Krautha,mmer 

Somebody Should Resign 
A few weeks after British Foreign Secretary 

Lord Carrington resigned over the Argentine 
takeover of the Falklands, a Reagan aide passed 
around a piece of paper at a senior staff meeting. 
Referring to Carrington, whom Alexa~der Haig, 
at a private staff meeting, had once called a 
"duplicitous bastard," the note read: "Duplicitous 

- Bastard Resigns on Principle: A Model." 
In America, we cannot get even our sweetest 

bumblers to resign. We have no model, no 
tradition of principled resignation. Now, because 
of the Iranian affair, there is talk of leave-taking. 
But, as usual, we just cannot get it right. The 
wrong man is thinking of resigning. 

The wrong man is Secretary of State George 
Shultz. Spear-carrier for the administration's anti­
terrorist policy, Shultz is embarrassed. He has 
beaten up on the Europeans for making separate 
peace with terrorist states. He has assured the 
Arab League that the United States was not 
supporting Iran in its war with Iraq. All the while, 
the National Security Council has been engaged 
with Iran in an arms-for-hostages exchange. 

The right man for resigning is NSC chief John 
Poindexter. Poindexter now admits that he made 
•a miscalculation" on whom he could trust in Iran. 
(The mullahs have a way of driving Americans to 
understatement. President Carter called the 
Desert One fiasco an "incomplete success.") If 
someone does resign, it shouldn't be the man 
who pushed the right policy, but the man who 
pushed the wrong one. 

How wrong? Let me count the ways. Even if 
you cave in and decide to buy hostages, how can 
you possibly consent to buy them retail, one at a 
time? When the Israelis made the worst hostage 
trade in history, 1,150 terrorists for 3 soldiers, 
at least they got all three of their boys. 

The administration cover story is that the real 
policy was not buying hostages, but buying friends. 
The United States was not paying ransom. It was 
pursuing a larger strategic objective: making alli­
ances with Iranian doves as an opening to a 

post-Khomeini future. GoodneM. Has there ever 
been an appeasement policy that was not predicat• 
ed on the notion of hawks and doves among our 
enemies? We must offer wheat and credits and 
perhaps pieces of Africa or Central America in 

J 

order to strengthen Soviet-or Sandinista or An­
golan, fill in the blanks-doves. Heard that one? 
Whenever conservatives hear it, their instinctive, 
and correct, response is ridicule. 

Now we hear that there is a power struggle 
taking place among Ayatollah Khomeini's suc­
cessors, and we have to help the doves. There is 
a problem with this theory. True, there are 
several factions vying for power. But there is not 
a shred of evidence that any one is any less 
Islamic-fanatic or anti-Western than the other. 
Nor, even if such a faction exists, that we know 
which one it is. Nor, even if we know, that we 
know how to help it. One would imagine that in 
Khomeini-land, a connection to the Great Satan i~ 
hardly a means to political a~vancement. 

The president has been flying a seat-of-the­
pants foreign policy for some time now. (Reykja­
vik comes to mind.) It has now crash-landed. 
Reagan- likes to pilot listening to his gut, not 
watching his radar. His gut-sympathy for hos­
tage families-told him to risk for the hostages. 
He did. He risked America's antiterrorist policy. 
He risked American credibility with the Gulf 
states and Arab moderates. He risked his own 
principle, enunciated during his first week in 
office, that criminals, even if state-sponsored, 
will not dictate American foreign policy. He 
risked and he lost. 

Reagan's legendary luck ran out. Where were 
his adviser.i in the White House whose job it is to 
tell him that he can't live on luck alone? Whose job 
it is to watch the radar? Miscalculation is not a 
hanging offense, but it is a resigning one. 

An antiterrorism policy is extraordinarily difficult 
to sustain because, like any policy of Ml doing (no 
negotiation, no concessions), it is inherently fragile: 
one significant slip and the policy evaporates. Right 
oow, the U.S. policy is about to evaporate. 

It cannot easily be salvaged. But a principled 
resignation is the first step on the road back. It 
would demonstrate that the policy of trading anns, 
and the American national interest, for hostages is 
repudiated. That policy, not the choice of loose­
lipped Iranians as partners, is the miscalculation. 
Carrington miscalculated Argentine intentions and 
resigned. Will the American miscalculator please 
stand up and step down? 
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No Frerich Arms Sales to Syria 
To the Editor: 

Recent press articles about France 
- including several published by you 
- impel me to remind your readers 
of a number of facts concerning 
France's position on terrorism. 

On Oct. 30, you declared in an edi­
torial ("Smiting Syria With a 
Sponge") that France "tries to buy 
favored treatment by ignoring Brit­
ain's appeals, and - incredibly -
was recently weighing a lucrative 
arms deal with Syria." On Oct. 24, you 
reported that "France was negotiat­
ing with Syria to provide a loan of up 
to $1 billion to alleviate the country's 
economic crisis and to facilitate the • 
purchase of French weapons." The 
article went on to assert falsely that 
France had proposed to send three 
economic experts to Damascus 
earlier in the week and that the 
Syrian Government had not re­
sponded positively to the offer. 

The following statement by the 
French Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Jean-Bernard Raimond, made Oct. 29 
before the National Assembly, re­
veals a very different reality: "The 
requests for authorization ( to. sell 
arms to Syria) that have been sub­
mitted for approval during recent 
months have been refused. In the 
past, in 1982 and 1984 in particular, 
large contracts were signed for sensi­
tive materials such as armed helicop­
ters and large quantities of missiles. 
The deliveries still to be made under 
these contracts have been frozen." 

This statement followed other deni­
als, Including President Fran~is Mit­
terrand's assertion Oct. 28 that. "there 
Is no question of France selling arms" 
to Syria. A similar denial was Issued 
by the Prime Minister's office. How 
could these statements that there are 
no arms sales to Syria have been inter­
preted to mean the exact opposite? 

As for reports that Georges Abdal­
lah, who is Imprisoned In Paris, can 
expect lenient treatment when he 
stands trial, may I simplY remind you 

J( 

. that in France, as In the United States, 
the judicial branch is strictly inde­
pendent of the executive branch. Any 
attempt to coerce or influence a jury 
would violate the fundamental princi­
ples upon which the democratic insti­
tutions common to both France and 
the United States are based. 

In a television interview Oct. 26, the 
Minister of Fore'ign Affairs had this 
to say on the subject: "France con­
cluded no bargain and no arrange­
ment in regard to the Georges Ibra­
him Abdallah affair in order to put a 
halt to the wave of terrorism in 
France." In addition, Interior Minis­
ter Charles Pasqua was quoted Nov. 3 
as saying: "There is no question of 
negotiating his [Abdallah's) release. 
He will be judged, in conformance 
with our laws, by a court of law. The 
rest Is mere literary invention, wor­
thy of writers of spy novels." 

Equally surprising is the assertion 
(front page, Oct. 30) that "France 
was among several European nations 
that rejected a request by Britain at a 
meeting of foreign ministers on Mon­
day for collective punitive measures 
against Syria." This is indeed a curi­
ous conclusion, since Mr. Raimond 
himself told the National Assembly 
on OcL 29 that France had accepted 9 
of the II proposals made by the Brit­
ish Foreign Minister, Sir Geoffrey 
Howe. He also pointed out on this sub­
ject that "Mr. Bosson" - the French 
minister who represented the Gov­
ernment at the meeting - "was the 
first to agree to a ban on arms sales 
(to Syria) ." 

Given the number and clarity of the 
declarations made by French officials 
on these issues, it is incomprehensible 
that they have been so widely miscon­
strued by the press. I hope this letter 
will be the beginning of a more accu­
rate portrayal of French policy in this 
area. • PHILIPPE FAURE 

Director, French Embassy 
Press and Information Service 

• Washington, Nov. 4, 1986 
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EDITORIAL 

Iranian Mirage 
Reports of American arms-for-hostage deals with Iran 

indicate that the United States has declared a unilateral 
ceasefire in the war against terrorism. 

Arguments for such deals apparently included: Strength­
ening Iranian "moderates" in their apparent struggle with 
"radical" fundamentalists over the succession to the 86-
year-old Khomeini. Keeping communications open to the 
Iranian military, which could emerge from the mullahs' 
shadow when leadership changes. Helping free the hos­
tages-the release of Revs. Benjamin Weir and Lawrence 
Jenco, of David Jacobsen early this month and maybe the 
TWA hostages in 1985 apparently were part of these transac­
tions. 

But such arguments mistake tactics for strategy, expedi­
ency for policy. This National Security Council gambit, 
initially opposed by the Secretaries of State and Defense, 
mocks American lectures to France, West Germany, Greece 
and other allies who waffle when confronted by Middle 
Eastern terrorism. It cancels the instructive example of the 
Libyan bombing on extremists and leaves Margaret 
Thatcher isolated and looking ridiculous because of her own 
tough anti-terrorist stance and her cooperation with us. And 
it must echo ominously in every pro-Western capital in the 
Middle East, forcing rulers who look to Washington to re­
consider both American resolve and understanding of the 
region. 

The scheme fails in translation. The Iranian party labeled 
"moderate" is really a collection of pragmatists, the way 
Syrian-dictator Hafez Assad is a pragmatist. Wlren it is in 
their interest to kill Americans, they will. When it is in their 
interest to make a deal, they will. But they will not stay 
bought. If we think so we have forgotten, again, the power of 
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ideology. The Iranian mullahs may contend among them­
selves, but they all despise the West and pray for the defeat 
of it and its friends. The possibility of better post-Khomeini 
relations with Tehran will be strengthened not by dealing 
with "pragmatists" among the clergy but by supporting their 
pro-Western opponents, now mostly underground. 

The claim has been made that the equipment involved­
and perhaps Iranian assets to be unfrozen in the United 
States-cannot tip the balance in the Iran-Iraq war. But that 
assessment requires clairvoyance not possessed by this or 
any other Administration. 

The apparent involvement of Israel as a conduit for U.S. 
equipment does show, even in an ill-advised course, Israel's 
value to America as a dependable ally. Israel also has rea­
sons to seek channels into Iran, including the 30,000 or more 
Jews trapped there, the need to keep the huge Iraqi military 
pointed east, not west, and the hope for better relations after 
Khomeini. But these do not override the regional threat 
posed by a possible Iranian victory. (Israel provided the 
United States logistic support; it did not-as some have 
charged-initiate the Washington-Tehran deal.) 

Islamic fundamentalism, epitomized by the triumph of 
Khomeini over the pro-American Shah, helped revive the 
very terrorism that seizes and sometimes murders American 
citizens and bombs American installations in the Middle 
East. Along with the money and influence that petro-dollars 
bought for radical regimes and terrorist organizations in the 
1970's, fundamentalism helped to prevent the Camp David 
Accords from blossoming into a general Arab-Israeli peace. 
American policy should be to contain, not appease, both 
fundamentalism amt-petro-dollar influence. 

Bartering for hostages is short-sighted. Yielding to terror­
ism will not strengthen America's position in Iran or any­
where else. D 

SDI Contract size" of the contract. "The ministry hopes 
Israel's part in the research will increase." 

new international loans. 
Asked about Egypt's extensive system of 

subsidies for bread, gasoline and other 
basics-criticized by many foreign ana­
lysts-Sedki said "those with low incomes 
have a right to subsidies, and this question 
already has been studied" (Cairo Radio, 
Nov. IO). The new Prime Minister denied 
there was a move to abolish subsidies but 
added that "we do have ideas on how to 
administer them correctly and to ensure 
that they reach those who deserve them." 

Israel's Defense Ministry and the Pen­
tagon "signed an accord granting Israel 
some $6 million to research anti-missile de­
fense as part oflsrael's participation in the 
Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)" (Jeru­
salem Post, Nov. 6). The daily noted that 
Israel is interested in the research because 
Syria has obtained Soviet SS-21 's, accu­
rate, short-range ballistic missiles. 

However, "sources in the Defense Minis­
try expressed disappointment over the 

New Prime Minister 
After just 14 months in office, Egyptian 

Prime Minister Ali Lufti was dismissed by 
President Hosni Mubarak. Mubarak 
named another economist, Atef Sedki, to 
the post. The appointment of Sedki, head 
of Egypt's Central Auditing Agency, came 
amid continuing reports of economic woes 
and efforts by Cairo to renegotiate or get D 
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The New U.S.-lran Connection 
N 

ot since 52 American hostages were over, Iran occupies an important strategic Ironically, the Iranians may have lost 
released almost six years ago have location between the Soviet Union and the more than they gained. The disclosure 

U.S. and Iranian interests appeared so in- oil and warm water ports of the Persian came at a time of political infighting over 
tertwined. Press reports reveal that Presi- Gulf. Iran is also one of the world's largest Khomeini's successor. If the ruling "prag-
dent Reagan and top Administration offi- producers of oil. matists" are branded as Western collab-
cials have conducted a secret arms-for- Iran was anti-Communist under the Shah orators, it would undercut their authority. 
hostages trade with Iran for more than a and has not changed under the Ayatollah. This has reverberations in Lebanon, where 
year. In doing so, the White House appar- Nevertheless, it received arms from China, Iranian-supported Hezbollah and Islamic 
ently disregarded the objections of the Pen- Eastern Europe and North Korea. Given Jihad compete with Syria for influence. In 
tagon and State Department and withheld Iran's geopolitical importance, the U.S. fact, some analysts believe that Syria 
information from all but a handful of Presi- hopes to establish relations with those who leaked the story to the West to undermine 
dential advisers. might succeed the aged Khomeini. the "pragmatists" in Tehran and to weaken 

The secret had been closely guarded also Iran, locked in a six-year battle with Iran in Lebanon. 
in Iran, where "pragmatists" led by Speak- Iraq, needs materiel and money. Its oil rev- It is unclear whether the military gains 

of the Majlis (.pai:J.iament)_Ali ""-".U-4'---<='"llf's plummeted from..$16Jilllion lasLy.ear _ _ proYided by additional materieLwiU. Gf.fset- -
Hashemi Rafsanjani apparently circum- to $6 billion this year, due both to the fall in the political losses subtained by the regime 
vented extreme anti-Western members of world oil prices and Iraqi bombing of its in Tehran. Several defense analysts agree 
the government to deal with the United petroleum facilities. Some observers be- that the amount of equipment provided to 
States. lieve that pressure from Tehran pushed Iran would not affect the outcome of the 

The U.S. broke relations with Iran in Saudi Arabia to dismiss veteran Oil Minis- Iran-Iraq war. They concur that although 
1980 and imposed sanctions against it for ter Sheik Ahmed Zaki Yamani. Yamani's Iraq has an upper hand when it comes to 
its sponsorship of terrorism. Iran has de- recent strategy for the Organization of Pe- equipment, Iran has the advantage of a 
nounced the U.S. as "the Great Satan" and troleum Nations was to keep volume high larger population more willing to make sac-
supported violent acts against the U.S. and prices low; Iran wanted output reduced rifices for the war effort. Pentagon officials 
Why then did officials in Washington and to raise prices. believe that at present levels of strength 
Tehran override the objections of their own The U.S. and other Western countries Iran could launch its "final offensive" to 
governments to deal with each other? could provide the spare parts Iran needs to depose Saddam Hussein but could not sus-

President Reagan may feel a personal in- continue operating American-built equip- tain it for long. 
volvement in the plight of the captives. He ment originally supplied to the Shah. In But one knowledgeable observer cau-
began his presidency by announcing that addition, the U.S. and Iran are arguing tions that "the trouble with Iran is that 
U.S. hostages had been freed in Iran after over more than $8 billion in 4,000 separate there are very few good sources ofinforma-
more than a year of incarceration. Now, the suits in the U .S.-Iran Claims Tribunal at tion on events within the country so we 
White House has decided that to gain the The Hague. Although the decisions rest have to be very cautious about reaching 
release of hostages held by Iranian-sup- with the judicial panel, the U.S. govern- conclusions." 
ported Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad in Leb- ment must approve the disbursement of 
anon, it had to work with Tehran. More- money to Iran. 

FILE FOR THE RECORD 

PLO Office Remains Open 
The Justice Department does not intend 

to close the Palestine Information Of­
fice (PIO) in Washington, D.C., according 
to a high-level Department source. Justice 
is currently analyzing documents obtained 
in a five-hour on-site inspection of the PIO 
which it recently conducted. The PIO is 
registered with the Justice Department to 
lobby on behalf of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. 

Sources explain that Justice Department 
officials have been convinced by the intelli­
gence community that it is better to leave 
the office open than to force its activities 
underground. Furthermore, some officials 
argue that the First Amendment guaran-

tees free speech to the permanent U.S. res­
idents who staff the PIO. Advocates of clos­
ing the office assert that support for 
terrorism, not free speech, is the issue. 

A spokesman for the State Department 
claimed that the operation of the PIO does 
not contradict U.S. policy which prohibits 
contact with the PLO; nor does it conflict 
with U.S. opposition to terrorism, since 
the U.S. does not label the PLO a terrorist 
organization. He explained that "the PLO 
is an umbrella organization which includes 
some terrorists and some organizations 
that foster terrorism, but it also includes 
the Palestinian version of the Red Cross 
and a bar association." 

D 
-J.R. 

Regarding the PLO's commitment to 
"armed struggle," the official explained 
that before the U.S. will deal with the PLO, . 
the organization must accept U .N. Securi­
ty Council Resolutions 242 and 338. By 
doing so it would "implicitly" renounce 
violence, he said. The spokesman saw no 
contradiction in the fact that while the U.S. 
does not regard the PLO as a terrorist 
group it nevertheless acknowledges that 
the PLO embraces "armed struggle." 

A Washington-based expert in terrorism 
explained the State Department view by 
saying that "there remain within the Ad­
ministration those who want to deal with 
the PLO." □ 
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HEARD IN WASHINGTON 

Defeating U.N. Anti-Zionism 
The 11-year-old United Nations General 

Assembly resolution equating Zionism 
with racism threatens not only Israel and its 
supporters but America and liberal democ­
racies everywhere, several well-known 
speakers agreed at a Washington program 
on "The Time-Bomb of U.N. Inspired 
Anti-Semitism." Alan Keyes, Assistant 
Secretary of State for International Organi­
zation Affairs, pledged to "find a way to 
assure the reversal not only of the concept 
that Zionism equates with racism, but of 
the insidious political strategy it repre­
sents." 

More than 200 people heard Keyes, for­
mer U.N. Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General Allan 
Gerson and others at the Nov. 9 session 
sponsored by the International Association 
of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists. Keyes said 
that passage of Resolution 3379 on Nov. 10, 
1975 helped illustrate how the U.N. has 
been transformed from an organization 
"dedicated to the pursuit of peace" to "an 
extension of each of the conflicts in the 
world." 

General Assembly votes are not meant to 
help foster conditions for peace. "Respect 
for facts, for the truth, no longer matters." 
Instead, Keyes declared, U.N. debates be­
come part of an effort by groups which can 
combine for a majority, such as those of the 
Soviet and Arab blocs, "to delegitimate 
their enemies in those conflicts." 

In condemning Zionism, the U.N. la­
beled it an "enemy of humanity," the As-

HEARD ON CAPITOL HILL 

sistant Secretary noted. Therefore, all 
means of opposition to it-including terror­
ism-can be permitted. It must be under­
stood, Keyes stressed, that "the target is 
not just Israel and all Jews who support 
Israel, but all people who support Israel 
and our common liberal, Western demo­
cratic heritage." 

One intended effect of the resolution was 
"to drive a wedge between traditional al­
lies"-blacks and Jews-in American do­
mestic politics. Keyes said that the alliance 
between the two groups did not begin with 
the 20th century fight for civil rights but 
with the 19th century struggle againstslav­
ery. "By introducing an element of racist 
anti-Semitism back into political discourse 
under the guise of anti-Zionism," Resolu­
tion 3379 aims directly at the traditional 
alliance, he asserted. 

Kirkpatrick, now a senior fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute, a Washing­
ton think-tank, said that the U.N. became 
an anti-Israel battleground after the Jewish 
state won the 1967 and 1973 wars. "When 
the hopes of the rejectionist states of de­
feating Israel militarily waned . . . they un­
dertook an indirect campaign." She noted 
that the resolution equating Zionism with 
racism originally was introduced by the So­
viet Union. She also pointed out that the 
three states which "year after year intro­
duce resolutions seeking, in effect, to expel 
Israel" from the world organization are 
Syria, Libya and Iran-with the support of 
most of the Soviet and Arab blocs. 

- Changes in the New Senate 
Close U.S.-Israel ties are likely to con­

tinue in the 100th Congress. With 
Democrats regaining control of the Senate, 
55-45, after six years as the minority party, 
Democratic legislators will take over all 
committee chairmanships. Of particular 
importance to the pro-Israel community 
are the Foreign Relations, Appropriations, 
Budget and Armed Services Committees. 

Sen. CLAIBORNE PELL (D-R.I.) will re­
place RICHARD LUGAR (R-lnd.) as chair­
man of the Foreign Relations Committee. 
Pell has supported aid for Israel and strong­
ly opposed the recent Saudi arms sale and 
the proposed Jordan arms sales. Sen. PAUL 
SARBANES (D-Md.), a consistent supporter 
of Israel, is in line to chair the Foreign 
Relations Near East Subcommittee. 

There will be important changes in the 
Appropriations Committee. Sen. JOHN 
_STENNIS (D-Miss.) succeeds Sen. MARK 

HATFIELD (R-Ore.) as chairman. Stennis, 
85, will also take over from Sen. STROM 
THURMOND (R-S.C.) as President Pro Tern­
pore of the Senate. The head of the Appro­
priations Foreign Operations Subcommit­
tee will likely be Sen. DANIEL INOUYE (D­
Hawaii) who, along with outgoing Chair­
man ROBERT KASTEN (R-Wis.), has played 
a key role in securing aid for Israel. 

Sen. LAWTON CHILES (D-Fla.) will take 
over the Budget Committee from Sen. 
PETE DOMENIC! (R-N .M.). On Armed Ser­
vices Committee, Sen. SAM NUNN (D-Ga.) 
assumes the chairmanship from retiring 
Sen. BARRY GOLDWATER (R-Ariz.). Nunn 
has been one of the main proponents of 
U.S.-Israel strategic cooperation. 

At least five freshmen with stronger rec­
ords on foreign aid than their predecessors 
are moving across the Hill from the House 
of Representatives. 

Kirkpatrick noted that such "utter hos­
tility" was difficult for many in the West to 
accept. "We are not speaking here of a 
misunderstanding which might be resolved 
by a summit meeting." Instead, "the very 
notion of compromise with Israel is itself 
the object of a kind of war. ... 

"To undo the injustice done the State of 
Israel," she said, resolutions should be in­
troduced into every session of the General 
Assembly, and annually into the Security 
Council, calling for the repeal of the mea­
sure equating Zionism with racism. The re­
peal effort should be pushed aggressively, 
Kirkpatrick added. 

Gershon revealed that the U .N. Secre­
tary-General's office had declined to send a 
representative because the topic was "too 
controversial. . . . Who has and who has 
not chosen to come to this session tells you 
a lot about this struggle." He warned that 
while enemies of Israel equated Zionism 
with racism ten years ago, "in the U.N. 
speaker after speaker now equates Zionism 
with Nazism," substituting Israel for Ger­
many and Palestinian Arabs for Jews as 
victims. 

Congress formally rejected Resolution 
3379 last year and urged other countries to 
follow suit. Late last month both houses of 
the Australian Parliament called the mea­
sure "inconsistent with the charter of the 
United Nations" and "unacceptable as a 
misrepresentation of Zionism." Parliament 
recommended that Australia support ef­
forts to overturn it in the U. N. 0 

The freshman Senate class includes: 
BROCK ADAMS (D-Wash.), CHRISTOPHER 
BOND (R-Mo.), JoHN BREAUX (D-La.), 
KENT CONRAD (D-N.D.), THOMAS 
DASCHLE (D-S.D.), WYCHE FOWLER (D­
Ga.), BOB GRAHAM (D-Fla.), JOHN 
McCAIN (R-Ariz.), BARBARA MIKULSKI 
(D-Md.), HARRY REID (D-Nev.), TERRY 
SANFORD (D-N.C.), RICHARD SHELBY (D­
Ala.) and TIMOTHY WIRTH (D-Colo.). 

Defeated in reelection bids were Sens. 
JEREMIAH DENTON (R-Ala.), SLADE GOR­
TON (R-Wash.), MACK MATTINGLY (R-Ga.), 
PAULA HAWKINS (R-Fla.), JAMES BROYHILL 
(R-N.C.), MARK ANDREWS (R-N.C.) and 
JAMES ABDNOR (R-S.D.). The two Jewish 
incumbents up for reelection, ARLEN 
SPECTER (R-Pa.) . and WARREN RUDMAN 
(R-N.H.), both won. 

(Next, changes in the House of Repre-
sentatives.) O 
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Facts Out of Context 

Did your last 
luxury car ask 
you to accept 

plastic and 
vinyl when 

what you really 

AWashington, D.C. bank advertises it­
self as "the most important bank in the 

most important city in the world." The 
Washington Post, with its 800,000 daily and 
I. 1 million Sunday readers, needs no such 
self-promotion. It is virtually the capital's 
central nervous system. 

That makes what the Post says very im­
portant. And what the paper has chosen to 
say about Israel lately is curious. Opinions 
on the newsworthiness and objectivity of 
individual stories, of course, vary from edi­
tor to editor and among readers. But over 
time, patterns emerge. 

Since late September the pattern in the 
Post has included: Three negative stories in 
four days at the end of October. Two started 
on page one, the third began on the first 
page of the "World News" section. The 
first dealt with the disappearance of Mor­
dechai Vanunu, the Israeli technician who 
allegedly sold an account of the country's 
nuclear weapons capacity to a British 
newspaper. The second was a 30th anniver­
sary commemoration of a massacre of Is­
raeli Arabs by Israeli troops. And the last 
recounted the story of a vanished Ameri­
can, Richard Smyth, who had been in­
dicted for allegedly smuggling electronic 
timing switches-which have nuclear ap­
plication-to Israel. 

Questions arise not over the news value 
of the stories about Vanunu but over the 
way they were played. The Oct. 29 front 
page article, written by the Post's Jerusa­
lem correspondent, followed by one day 
wire service coverage of the same story on 
an inside page. Later, on Nov. 10, the paper 
gave top of the front page coverage to the 
latest developments in the Vanunu case. 

The Oct. 31 front page article on Smyth 
was news-once. But nothing in the latest 

-pieceindieated why t-tre newspaper decided 
just then to resurrect it as a magazine­
length feature . 

Most disturbing of the three, however, 
was the coverage given to the Kfar Kassem 
anniversary. Headlined "Israeli Arabs 
Mark 1956 Massacre," with a subhead 
"Some Jews Join to Keep Alive Memory of 
47 Killed by Soldiers," it used the anniver­
sary as a news peg for charges that Israeli 
Arabs continue to be second-class citizens 
at best. 

The problem stems not from recalling the 
Kfar Kassem tragedy. The story does ex­
plain how it happened, through a chain of 
errors in imposing a curfew on the eve of 
the Sinai campaign. The question going 
begging here is when was the last time the 
Post highlighted, complete with a large 
photo and more than 20 paragraphs of text, 
the anniversary of any of the innumerable 
massacres of Jews by Arabs-none of 
which was an accident. 

This illustrates a chronic news media 
problem in which the internal context of a 
story clashes with the external context. 
The Arab conflict with Israel, including 
massacre stories, is in no way symmetrical. 
This assymmetry is part of the external 
context, and was slighted in the Kfar Kas­
sem story and als<r-by not detailing the 
quantitative Arab threat Israel's presumed 
nuclear capacity is meant to deter-in the 
Vanunu and Smyth stories. 

On Sept. 29 a headline on the first page of 
the "World News" section read, "Israel 
Indicts Demjanjuk As Nazi War Criminal. " 
The lengthy article was followed two days 
late-r-by-a-s-t-er.y ti-tied , "War Crimes Trial 
Poses Questions for Israelis." The subhead 
explained that "Some Fear It Could Be 
Harmful to Country." News? Yes. Ob­
sessive? Yes again. 

On Oct. 9 a long story bore the headline 
and subhead, "Stabbings in Gaza Embitter 
Israelis, Slaying of Two Jews Prompts De­
mands for Vengeance." The focus ap­
peared to be more on the reaction than the 
murders. On Oct. 11 another prominent 
story was headed, "Many Soviet Jews 
Tasting A Bittersweet Life in Israel." 

This has been the pattern from late Sep­
tember into mid-November. A Post editor 
noted that, in general, stories are reported 
without regard to whether they are positive 
or negative. When cycles in coverage do 
occur they are natural, not consciously de­
termined, he said. 

Nevertheless, anyone who knows Israel 
knows that many of its newsworthy prob­
lems stem from, or have been intensified 
by, the nearly four-decade-long siege im­
posed on it by most of its Arab neighbors. 
And they understand that, in spite of this, 
the successes outnumber the failures. For 
some thnt- now, this external context rtas 
been conspicuously absent from the Post . 

-E.R. 
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Polls Show Support for 
Israel, Presiclent 

Support for Israel Strongest 
Among Republicans 

A poll conducted by the Roper Organ­
ization has shown that support for Israel 
among grass-roots Republicans is higher 
than at any time and, significantly, that 
Republicans are more likely than Demo­
crats or independents to favor Israel over 
the Arabs in the Middle East. The poll, 
which is commissioned annually by the 
American Jewish Committee, seeks to 
reveal the sentiments prevailing among 
the American public on matters relating 
to Israel and American Jews. 

Conducted in June and released on 
September 18, the poll showed that a 
majority of Americans sympathize with 
Israel rather than with her Arab enemies. 
In the past, support for Israel was found 
among only a plurality of Americans. 
Only eight percent of the respondents 
expressed support for the Arab states 
over Israel in the Middle East. 

conflict. Polls taken by the Gallup and 
Roper organizations since 1975 have con­
sistently shown more Republicans to be 
sympathetic than Democrats. However, 
the margin of 8 percent between Demo­
crats and Republicans who express such 
support is the largest since 1977, when a 
Gallup Poll found 50 percent of Repub­
licans and 41 percent of Democrats sup­
porting Israel. 

The increase in support for Israel is 
believed to be the result of several fac­
tors, particularly the proliferation of ter­
rorist attacks by Arabs against U.S. tar­
gets around the world. Among Republi­
cans, though, the strong pro-Israel stance 
of the Reagan administration and the 
expansion of strategic cooperation be­
tween the United States and Israel are 
viewed as important sources of increased 
sympathy for the Jewish state. 

The poll also showed that, while 52 
percent of Americans consider Israel a 
reliable ally-a result comparable to the 
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53 percent found in 1985-more Ameri­
cans-34 percent, as opposed to 25 per­
cent in 1985-believed Israel to be an 
unreliable ally. This rise is attributed to 
the effects of the Pollard spy case, which 
came to trial as the poll was being con­
ducted. Jonathan Pollard, an American 
Jew, pleaded guilty in June to charges of 
having spied for Israel. 

Public Approves of SDI, President's 
Actions in Reykjavik 

Polls conducted by the nation's major 
news organizations indicate that the 
American people overwhelmingly endorse 
President Reagan's performance at the 
Reykjavik summit. A New York Times / 
CBS poll showed that over 70 percent of 
the public approves of the President's 
handling of the United States' relations 
with the Soviet Union. According to the 
poll, 44 percent blame Mr. Gorbachev 
for the summit's "failure," while only 17 
percent blame Mr. Reagan. The poll also 
indicates strong support for the Presi­
dent's desire to continue work on the 
Strategic Defense Initiative, with 68 per­
cent of Americans stating that he should 
not give up SDI in exchange for large 
reductions in U.S. and Soviet nuclear 
arsenals. Similar results were obtained 
by Washington Post/ ABC and Wall 
Street Journal/NBC polls. Almost two thousand adults were asked 

whether they found themselves "more in 
sympathy with Israel, or more in sym­
pathy with the Arab nations?" Of those 
respondents who identified themselves as 
Republicans, 63 percent expressed sym­
pathy for Israel, a.nd only 8 percent for 
the Arab states. Among Democratic re­
spondents, 55 percent sympathized more 
with Israel, and 9 percent with the Arab 
nations. Support for Israel was weakest 
among independents, of whom only 42 
percent expressed support for Israel, and 
8 percent said that they sympathized more 
with the Arabs. 

100 

Support for Israel & Arab States 
by Party Affiliation 

The results reflect the continuation of 
a ten-year trend in which Republicans 
are more likely than Democrats to be 
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CAPITAL Wire 
GLENN AMENDMENT 
SCRATCHED 

An amendment that would have sev­
erely restricted Israel's ability to win re­
search contracts under the Strategic De­
fense Initiative (SDI) has been removed 
from the 1987 Defense Authorization Bill. 
The amendment, proposed by Senator 
John Glenn (D-OH). sought to make 
foreign companies ineligible for contracts 
•A M "duct-..c;;.D.Lresearch "thaLco.uld rea­
sonably be performed by a U.S. firm." 

At the initiative of Rep. William Dick­
inson (R-AL), the Glenn amendment was 
deleted from the final version of the bill 
at a conference of members of Congress 
convened to reconcile differences between 
the bills passed by the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. The effort to 
kill the amendment, which did not pass 
in the House, was led by New Jersey 
Republican representative. Jim Courter. 

In a statement, Courter referred specif­
ically to SOi's importance to Israel's fu­
ture security. Facing a threat from the 
Soviet-made short-range missiles recently 
acquired by Syria, he said, Israel "looks 
to the U.S. to help her defeat these 
Soviet missiles." 

Israel, Britain, West Germany and Italy 
have formally agreed to participate in 
SDI research, and Japan is expected to 
do so in the near future. Under the terms 
of the agreements. firms from these coun-

_!Iies _ compete for SD I contracts on an 
equal footing with U.S. companies. 

Courter praised this participation say­
ing that Israel and other U.S. allies "are 
helping develop systems to protect the 
entire free world, not just their home­
lands. To them." Courter continued, "the 
Glenn amendment was a moral affront 
as well as a violation of their signed 
agreements with the U.S. government." 

WEBER CONDEMNS 
ANTI-ISRAEL GROUP 

Rep. Vin Weber (R-Minn.) is seeking 
to prevent anti-Semitic groups from using 
a GOP club in Washington to further 
their platforms. Weber's effort comes in 
the wake of a recent Washington press 
conference held by the Liberty Lobby 
and other anti-Semitic groups at the 

Capitol Hill Club, which is owned by the 
Republican National Committee but 
which is operated independently. Accord­
ing to the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai Brith. the Liberty Lobby is the 
nation's best-financed anti-Semitic group. 

Weber has circulated a letter among 
his colleagues expressing his concern that 
these organizations were able to obtain 
permission to use the Club to further 
their anti-Israel policies. His letter also 
requests that the GOP legislators make a 
formal protest O\lef the mat.ter t@ the 
Club's administrators. 

As a result of his efforts, Weber has 
come under attack in the Spotlight, the 
Liberty Lobby's newspaper. Describing 
Weber as "a strident congressional backer 
of Israel's imperial aims . .. ", the paper 
accused him of using the letter as "a way 
to win votes and drum up campaign con­
tributions." Weber, a former aide to Sen. 
Rudy Boschwitz (R-Minn.) and one of 
Israel's foremost supporters on Capitol 
Hill, is facing the most serious re-election 
challenge of his career. 

ARAB-AMERICANS 
INCREASE ACTIVISM 

The Arab American Institute (AAI) 
has released details of its efforts to in­
crease Arab-American influence in polit­
ical institutions around the country. Ac­
cording to the AAI report, the organiza­
tion ho es to "develop Arab-American 
electoral machinery ... that can be used 
effectively by the community in the years 
to come." This is being done through a 
coordinated program that includes the 
building of Arab-American Democratic 
and Republican clubs, support for Arab­
American candidates, and voter mobili­
zation. 

The AAI report summarizes the or­
ganization's efforts to establish an Arab­
American presence within the main polit­
ical parties. Its activities include fund­
raising for such members of Congress as 
Michigan Democrats David Bonior, John 
Conyers, George Crockett, and Dale 
Kildee, and California Democrats, Ronald 
Dellums and Mervyn Dymally. The AAI 
is also working within Jesse Jackson's 
National Rainbow Coalition in order to 
obtain access to the national Democratic 
Party. 

With regard to the Republican Party, 
the AAI reports success in passing a pro­
Arab resolution at the National Republi­
can Heritage Groups' Council conven­
tion in June. The resolution, based on an 
earlier Arab-American resolution, states 
that "the right to self-determination of 
the Palestinians must be part" of a solu­
tion to the problems of the Middle East 
[ emphasis in original]. 

HECHT, REAGAN AND 
SOVIET JEWRY ~ 

In a recent speech before the Jewish 
National Fund in Washington, D.C., the 
attorney general, Edwin Meese, told his 
audience of how President Reagan ob­
tained a list of I, 100 Soviet-Jewish pris­
oners of conscience and relayed the list 
to the Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, 
during the two men's summit meeting in 
Reykjavik. 

The tale began earlier this year when 
President • Reagan was seeking support 
for his proposed arms sale to Saudi Ara­
bia. One of those he met with was Re­
publican Chic Hecht, Nevada's Jewish 
junior senator. Hecht agreed to support 
the sale, which was not opposed by Israel 
or by the pro-Israel lobby in the United 
States, but also asked the President's 
assistance on the issue of Soviet Jewry. 

The President agreed, and on the day 
of his departure for Iceland, invited Hecht 
to a private meeting in the Oval office­
the President's last before he boarded Air 
Force One for Reykjavik. At that meeting, 
the Senator gave the President the list of 
1,100 Soviet Jews who had been refused 
permission to emigrate. He also told the 
President that the Jews were being held 
hostage simply because they wanted to 
practice their religion. It was for this rea­
son, Hecht said, that his own mother 
had left Russia for the United States 
decades before. 

The President, evidently, was touched 
by the Senator's plea. During the sum­
mit, he gave the list of names to Mr. 
Gorbachev, and told him the story of 
how Senator Hecht's mother had done 
what these Jews sought to do. The Pres­
ident added that this woman's son is a 
Jew who is now a United States senator. 
Mr. Reagan is the first president ever to 
have given such a list to a Soviet leader. 



NJCBulletin 3 

Campaign '86: 
Iowa and Indiana 

Iowa 

If, as current op1mon polls predict, 
Iowa's senior senator, Charles Grassley, 
succeeds in his campaign for re-election 
in November, he will become the first 
senator from the state to do so in twenty 
years. In many ways. Iowa is typical of 
heartland America- a farming state in 
which the majority still lives in rural 
areas-and harbors a suspicion of Wash­
ington and those who serve there. 

Unlike many of his predecessors, 
though, Grassley has succeeded in over­
coming this suspicion, retaining among 
Iowans his image of a simple farmer 
whose high station has not caused him to 
lose sight of the state's interests. He has 
been a consistent advocate of his con­
stituents' concerns throughout the farm 
crisis. 

Elected with Ronald Reagan in 1980, 
he has nevertheless maintained his inde­
pendence from the White House in his 
effort to put Iowa first. In no area is this 
independence more apparent than defense 
spending. With no military installations 
in the state, Grassley has been free to 
attack waste in the Pentagon budget. 
Indeed, his zeal in eliminating such waste 
and his advocacy of military reform have 
become hallmarks of his tenure. 

Sen. Charles Grass/el' 
During the latter half of his term, 

Grassley has become increasingly close to 
the Jewish community. A congressional 
leader in the fight for Soviet Jewry since 
the earliest days of his term, he has also 
taken a lead in the effort to combat ter-

rorism. He played a prominent role in 
persuading the Justice Department to in­
vestigate the role played by Yasir Arafat 
in the murder in 1973 of Cleo Noel, the 
U.S. ambassador to the Sudan, and re­
cently sponsored a letter to the President 
calling for the closure of the PLO's office 
in Washington, D.C. He also sponsored 
legislation recently to deny foreign tax­
credits to companies doing business in 
certain countries which support terrorism. 

Grassley has also become a leader on 
other issues of concern to Israel, such as 
the increasing levels of U.S.-Israel stra­
tegic cooperation. While he supported 
the 1981 sale of A WACS surveillance 
planes to Saudi Arabia, he has since 
become a staunch opponent of U.S. arms 
sales to Arab nations which remain in a 
state of war with Israel. 

Grassley's opponent is John Roehrick, 
the former president of the Iowa Trial­
Law Association. A poll released by the 
Des Moines Register on October 21st 
shows Grassley leading by 43 percent 
and projecting that he will win re-election 
with a record 70 percent of the vote. 

Indiana 

When Indiana's junior senator, Dan 
Quayle, won election to the Senate in 
1980, he was a young, relatively inexpe­
rienced legislator whose future in the 
upper chamber seemed uncertain. Al­
though, at 33 years old, Quayle had 
served two terms in the House of Repre­
sentatives, as a junior member of the 
minority party he had not played a 
prominent role. 

Since his victory in 1980, however, 
Quayle has earned a reputation as a 
serious and thoughtful senator. As a 
member of some of the upper chamber's 
most powerful committees-including 
those on the Budget and the Armed 
Services-he has earned the respect of 
his colleagues for his disciplined approach 
to the problems facing the government. 

On most issues, Quayle is a strong sup­
porter of the Reagan administration. He 
is also very close to Indiana's senior sena­
tor, Richard Lugar, chairman of the For­
eign Relations Committee, a fact that 
has been reflected in his votes favoring 

the recent sales of U.S. arms to Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. Nevertheless, he has 
also demonstrated a willingness to differ 
with the administration. As a member of 
the Armed Services Committee, Quayle 
has demonstrated a particular interest in 
defense issues, and has questioned Pen­
tagon requests for budget increases that 
he has considered excessive. He also pro­
posed an amendment to help keep defense 
costs down by increasing the level of 
competition involved in the defense-pro­
curement process. 

Sen. Dan Quayle 

With Indiana's Jewish population num­
bering only 21,000, Quayle has had only 
limited contact with the Jewish commun­
ity. He has, however, shown concern for 
the plight of Soviet Jewry and has been a 
strong advocate of strategic cooperation 
between the United States and Israel. In 
particular, he has helped promote Israel's 
role in the Strategic Defense Initiative, 
sponsoring an amendment providing $50 
million for development of the anti­
theatre ballistic missiles that are of pri­
mary concern to the Israelis. He has also 
supported efforts to reduce terrorism, and 
recently signed a letter to the President 
protesting the PLO bombing at the West­
ern Wall in Jerusalem, and calling for 
the closure of the PLO office in Wash­
ington. 

As a popular GOP incumbent running 
in a heavily-Republican state, Quayle is 
expected to win comfortably in Novem­
ber against Jill Long, a councilwoman 
and business professor from Valparaiso 
City. As one of the Senate's youngest 
members, and one who has established a 
solid reputation, he is expected to be an 
increasingly-important figure in Wash­
ington in the years to come. 
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Jewish Vote Key in 
Gubernatorial Races 

In two important gubernatorial races 
this year-those in Illinois and Cali­
fornia-Jewish support is expected to 
play an important part in determining 
the outcome. Although Jews constitute 
only 3.1 percent of California's popula­
tion, and 2.3 percent of Illinois's, the 
gubernatorial candidates all view the 
Jewtsfi' vote as imifo1tant to the1rsuccess. 
In both races, concern over the chal­
lenger's record on Jewish issues has helped 
the incumbent Republicans win extensive 
Jewish support. 

Illinois 

The Illinois governor's race achieved 
national attention in March when sup­
porters of the political extremist, Lyndon 
LaRouche won the Democratic nomina­
tion for lieutenant-governor and secre­
tary of state. As a result of the LaRouche 
victory-caused, observers believe, by low 
voter-interest in the race-the Democratic 
gubernatorial nominee, Adlai Stevenson 
III, declined to run with the LaRouche 
nominees. Stevenson subsequently with­
drew from the Democratic ticket, an-

Gov. James Thompson (right) at Chi­
cago's Te/she Yeshiva 

nouncing that he would run as an inde­
pendent. 

Stevenson is now involved in a close 
race with the incumbent governor, James 
Thompson, to whom he lost a 1982 bid 
for the state-house. Thompson has main­
tained close and long-standing ties to the 
Jewish c·ommunity since he was first 
elected in 1978. Since that year, he has 
served as honorary chairman of the State 

of Israel Bonds organization, opening his 
home Of! several occasions for fund-rais­
ing events. 

Thompson has also stood by the Jew­
ish commun~y on a variety of internal 
state issues, speaking out strongly against 
a planned march through the Jewish 
Chicago suburb of Skokie by members 
of the American Nazi Party in 1978. He 
also resisted strong pressure from labor 
groups in the state by supporting a bill to 
allow Sunday burials, an issue of great 
concern to observant Jews. 

Stevenson, by contrast, succeeded in 
alienating the Jewish community while a 
member of the U.S. Senate. During his 
ten years in Washington, Stevenson 
earned a reputation as one of Israel's 
most hostile critics in Congress. His rec­
ord included the sponsorship of legisla­
tion to cut U.S. aid to Israel, support for 
increased U.S. arms sales to Arab states, 
and the advocacy of direct U.S. ties with 
the PLO. 

As a result of this record, Stevenson 
lost substantial Jewish support when he 
first sought to defeat Thompson in 1982. 
Thompson's success in attracting a ma­
jority of the Jewish vote was considered 
instrumental to his reelection, which he 
won by only 5,000 votes. This year, 
Thompson has been endorsed by the 
leaders of almost every Jewish organiza­
tion in the state. With the Jewish vote 
expected to play a similarly pivotal role 
in this year's race, Thompson's prospects 
for victory appear good. 

California 

When Los Angeles' mayor, Tom Brad­
ley, lost the 1982 governor's race by fewer 
than 100,000 votes out of a total of 7.5 
million, he won more than 70 percent of 
California's Jewish vote. In the years 
since, however, Bradley has lost much of 
the Jewish support he enjoyed, while the 
victor in 1982, GOP governor, George 
Deukmejian, has become increasingly 
popular among the state's 800,000 Jews. 

Bradley's loss of Jewish support is the 
result largely of his failure in September, 
1985, 'to condemn the leader of the Nation 

of Islam, Louis Farrakhan prior to Far­
rakhan's highly-publicized trip to Los 
Angeles. Despite pleas from prominent 
state officials, the Los Angeles city coun­
cil, and Jewish leaders, Bradley, who is 
black, refused to speak out against Far­
rakhan and his blatant anti-Semitism. 
Only after Farrakhan's appearance in the 
city did Bradley finally condemn the black 
racist. 

Bradley's apparent insensitivity to Jew­
ish concerns about Farrakhan caused 
considerable anger among the many Jews 
who had strongly supported his guberna­
torial campaign. In the words of Herbert 
Brin, a Los Angeles publisher of Jewish 
newspapers who had strongly suppe-rted 
Bradley in 1982, "With the Farrakhan 
incident Bradley lost his momentum in 
the Jewish community and has been un­
able to regain it. The impression that he 
is unreliable on life-and-death issues of 
concern to the Jewish community has 
severely limited the Jewish financial sup­
port he has received". 

While Bradley's actions lost him Jew­
ish support, Deukmejian has worked hard 
throughout his term to build ties to the 
state's Jews. 1n Armenian who was ap­
pointed to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Council in 1984, Deukmejian supported 
a $5 million grant to the Simon Wies­
enthal Center in Los Angeles. His chief 
of staff is a Jew active in Jewish affairs 
who has enabled Deukmejian to develop 
a keen sensitivity to Jewish concerns. 

Gov. George Deukmejian (center) attends 
Holocaust remembrance service in Los 
Angeles 

Deukmejian has maintained a comfor­
table lead over Bradley in this year's 
race. His prospects for reelection are en­
hanced by the strength of opposition to 
the chief justice of California's Supreme 
Court, Rose Bird, a liberal Democrat 
who faces a confirmation vote in N ovem­
ber, and he is expected to win by as 
many as a million votes. 
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Exploiting the 
Farm Crisis in Missouri 

The race in Missouri for the United 
States Senate seat being vacated by 
Democrat Thomas Eagleton has seen the 
crisis in the farm-belt become a major 
political issue. Seeking election in Novem­
ber are Missouri's former Republican 
governor, Christopher "Kit" Bond, and 
the sl!a!Ws- current lieutenant-governor, 
Democrat Harriet Woods. 

On two occasions during the campaign, 
actions by Woods relating to the farm 
crisis have caused controversy, severely 
damaging her prospects of defeating 
Bond. The most recent incident occurred 
at a campaign speech made by Woods 
on September 11 . While addressing the 
United Farmers' and Ranchers' Congress, 
Woods criticized the "east-coast collec­
tion agencies" and "New York banks" 
which, purportedly, have been responsi­
ble for the foreclosure crisis facing many 
Mid-West farmers. These terms have been 
used by far-right hate groups to refer to 

Lt. Gov. Harriet Woods 

supposed Jewish control of U.S. finan­
cial institutions. Literature including such 
references was distributed by group mem­
bers both at the September 11 meeting 
and at an earlier concert held by Willie 
Nelson. The work of these groups in 
generating anti-Semitic sentiment among 
farmers has attracted widespread atten­
tion, particularly in the Mid-West. 

Among those expressing concern over 
Woods' remarks was the regional office 
of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 

Brith (AOL). In a letter to the Demo­
cratic candidate, the office wrote: "I find 
it incredible that neither you or (sic) your 
speech-writer realized that such comments 
... have been used by the right-wing ex­
tremist and hate groups as code-words 
for alleged Jewish control of the United 
States' banking system. To use such code­
words in a speech to an audience such as 
the United Farmers' and Ranchers' Con­
gress ... validates these bigoted ideological 
attacks against the Jewish people." The 
letter concluded: "Unfortunately, the im­
pression left is that of pandering to the 
lowest elements in the audience." 

In light of Woods' efforts in other 
areas to attract financial support for her 
campaign, the September 11 incident's 
repercussions have been felt beyond the 
borders of Missouri. Woods travelled to 
New York City recently to solicit cam­
paign contributions from the City's bank­
ing community. She has also sought and 
obtained substantial backing from Amer­
ican Jews, receiving contributions from a 
number of Jewish and pro-Israel political­
action committees (PA Cs). Despite the 
controversy surrounding Woods' com­
ment, however, she has all but escaped 
censure by the Jewish establishment and, 
as far as is known, no Jewish newspaper 
has published details of the matter. 

Although she is Jewish, Woods did 
not identify as such until she first ran for 
the Senate against Missouri's incumbent 
senator, Republican John Danforth. Her 
children, in fact, were raised as Protes­
tants and educated in that church's 
parochial schools. On the basis of her 
recent identification with the Jewish com­
munity, however, many Jewish organiza­
tions have supported her candidacy and 
overlooked her recent injudicious com­
ments. The treatment Woods has received 
is in sharp contrast to that received by 
Rep. Ken Kramer, the Republican can­
didate for Colorado's Senate seat, who is 
also Jewish, but whose support from the 
Jewish community has been minimal. 

Nevertheless, Woods' remarks at the 
farm meeting have again raised serious 

questions in Missouri concerning her 
judgment. Earlier in the campaign, she 
came under strong criticism in the state 
press for a series of campaign advertise­
ments that sought to exploit the farm 
crisis. The series showed an interview in 
which Woods interviewed a couple whose 
farm had been Jost to foreclosure. In the 
advertisement, Woods asked rhetorically: 
"What do these big banks and mortgage 
companies think they are doing?" She 
added: "I think this government is chan­
nelling money to the corporations." 

Former gov_ernor, Kit Bond 

The response to the series was over­
whelmingly negative. The farm couple's 
home-town paper labelled the series 
"sleazy and shallow," and the couple 
themselves stated that they felt that they 
had been misled by Woods. As a result 
of these blunders, Woods' campaign has 
faltered. Although she earlier appeared 
to be closing the lead that Bond has held 
throughout the race, recent polls indicate 
that Bond has pulled ahead by a margin 
of eight or nine points. 
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Reykjavik and After 
On the Sunday evening of his Reyk­

javik meeting with Mikhail Gorbachev, 
President Reagan made perhaps the most 
difficult and courageous decision of his 
presidency. After twelve hours with the 
Soviet leader-hours accompanied by ris­
ing press speculation that the meeting 
would produce historic agreement-Mr. 
Reagan recognized that no further pro­
gress could be made, and brought the 
discussions to a close. The summit, the 
press declared, had collapsed in-failure. 

Republican political strategists had 
hoped that the meeting would produce 
agreements on intermediate-range missiles 
or grain sales that would boost the re­
election prospects of GOP senators. They 
were disappointed. Not only were hopes 
for such agreements dashed, but the 
President returned empty-handed from a 
meeting where sharp nuclear-arms reduc­
tions were seriously discussed. 

The obstacle that caused the collapse 
of the talks was the Soviets' desire to vir­
tually eliminate the Strategic Defense 
Initiative (SDI). The Soviets worked hard 
in Iceland to bring pressure to bear on 
the President to reach an agreement that 
would effectively kill SDI. To this end, 
they breached the press blackout agreed 
to by both sides, hinting that Mr. Gor­
bachev had presented the American leader 
with "an offer he couldn't refuse." But 
Mr. Reagan, recognizing that accepting 
such an offer could seriously weaken the 
West, refused it. 
• Democratic leaders wasted little time in 

decrying the President's actions. Colorado 
senator, Gary Hart, a Democratic presi­
dential aspirant, accused the President of 
having "given up what could have been 
an astounding achievement in arms con­
trol to protect [SDI]. History," he added, 
"will show that that was a bad bargain 
on his part." Rep. Tony Coelho (D-CA), 
chairman of the Democratic Congres­
sional Campaign Committee, was even 
harsher: "This shows," he said, "that the 
administration is not able to bring about 
world peace ... " 

Far from frittering away an opportun­
ity for peace, though, Mr. Reagan dem­
onstrated in Iceland his belief that peace 
lies, not in a treaty dependent on Soviet 
good-will, but in assured security for the 
West. Since the Soviet Union has vio­
lated every arms-control treaty it has 

ever signed with the United States, it 
would have been folly for Mr. Reagan to 
agree to total disarmament with no gua­
rantee against Soviet non-compliance. 

SDI will provide such a guarantee: 
Though imperfect, SOi's defenses will be 
strong enough to protect against Soviet 
cheating in the event that both sides 
agree to dismantle their nuclear arsenals. 
Further, within a short time, the United 
States will be able to deploy a rudimen­
nuy defense system capable" of guarding 

Mr. Reagan's 
stand in Iceland 
has won wide­
spread support. 

against an accidental firing or against a 
terrorist nuclear attack. In fact, it is in 
recognition of the need for such protec­
tion that the Soviets have sought to de­
velop a strategic defense of their own. 

But SDI does more than guard against 
nuclear attack: it also seeks to protect 
against conventional attack by short-range 
missiles. This aspect of the program is of 
particular interest to Israel. Syria has 

NATIONAL JEWISH COALITION 
415 Second Street, NE., Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20002 

acquired Soviet-made SS-2 I missiles 
whose range is great enough to threaten 
Israel's major population centers. It is 
because of the need to develop a defense 
against this threat that Israel is partici-
pating in SD I research. _ _ 

President Reagan went to ReykJav1k 
as the leader of the free world. While 
there, he fulfilled his responsibility by 
focusing on such issues of Western con­
cern as the Soviet occupation of Afghan­
istan and abuses of human rights, partic­
ularly the Kremlin's refusal to allow free 
emigration of Soviet Jews. His efforts 
ensured that Mr. Gorbachev understood 
that these matters cannot be sacrificed 
for an improvement in relations. 

The President also fulfill!;.d his respon­
sibility by refusing to accept an arms~ 
control agreement that did not satisfy 
Western security concerns. By resisting 
the temptation to reach an agreement 
which, though imperfect, would pay 
domestic political dividends, Mr. Reagan 
distinguished himself as a statesman and 
prepared the ground_for future talks. 

As the initial disappointment over the 
summit's outcome has dissipated, Mr. 
Reagan's stand has won wide-spread sup­
port. Mr. Gorbachev was reminded that 
the United States is committed to free­
dom, and will not risk that freedom for 
an illusory peace. As a result of this, and 
of the progress made in Iceland, the 
prospects of reaching an arms-control 
agreement are vastly improved. More 
importantly, though, the President's ef­
forts ensure that such an agreement will 
be one that brings true stability by safe­
guarding the security of the free world. 
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over there on the right objectin\:; strenuously. I see in their 
ranks alcoholics, pot smokers, teetotalers, and coke 
fiends-about as many as you'd find in any other crowd. 
Let's hear from a "White House punk on dope, the young 
man in the blue three-piece suit. Please speak up. He said, 
"Our hypocrisy is the tribute vice pays to virtue." Thank 
you, sir. I wonder, though: Why does Ms. Virtue accept 
such tribute-unless Mr. Vice has something quite impor­
tant to offer? 

Let's go back to John Winthrop for his thoughts . "I 
afterwards tooke occasion, from the benefite of Christian 
libertie, to pretend need of recreation when there was 
none, and so by degree I ensnared my heart so farre in 
worldly delights, as I cooled the graces of the spirit by 
them." 

Exactly. The heart ensnared in worldly delights is the 
heart of our problem. In an ideal world, everybody would 
take the opportunity to taste worldly delights, yet recog­
nize the cooling of the "graces of the spirit." Each person 
would know when sensual pleasure had lost its regenera­
tive powers and was making his or her world a colder, not a 
better, place; when doing Michelob Light (or whatever) 
goes from being a human pleasure to being a selfish mis­
take; in short, when Mr. Vice knows it's time to pay up. 
The paradox lies in Mr. Winthrop's "Christian libertie." 
The "libertie" would allow each of us to make mistakes, to 
find this acceptable balance-for ourselves and on our 
own. The "Christian" modifies this liberty with a moral 
code to be honored, if not followed. Which is more. impor­
tant: " libertie" or its qualifier? 

As a patriotic American, I choose liuerty, and I'll flunk a 
urine test to prove it. Now I want to turn the floor over to a 
capitalist friend of mine. [The .1Udience ;tirs.] He has 
something to offer you [ commotion in the aisles]: pills that 
will render your urine as pure as the vice president's. [Total 
pandemonium.] He claims his invention is to the 1980s 
what radar detectors were to the 1970s .. . (speaker 
drowned out by rising applause]. 

Meeting adjourned! 

JEFFERSON MORLEY 

Trading arms for prisoners. 

HOSTAGE CRISIS II 
TI RESIDENT REAGAN IS facing his greatest credibility 
.1-crisis yet. Before the 1980 election, he cast aspersions on 
Jimmy Carter for negotiating with terrorists .md bargain­
ing for hostages . For six years, he ,md his minions h,:l\·e 
declared they would never do the same, .rnd they h.we 
browbeaten allies fl'r ,11legedly L1cking tt1e cour:1ge to ru i­
low Reagan's example. The .1dministr,1 tion proci.lime • 
neutrality in the Iran-Iraq war, promoted .m .1rms em bc1r '; 
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to both sides ( called "Operation Stanch"), and sent emis­
saries around the world urging other nations to join. Now 
it appears that all this has been a sham. For the last 18 
months, the administration seems to have been securing 
arms for Iran-reportedly s60 million worth, most shipped 
through Israel-in hopes of winning the release of U.S. 
hostages in Lebanon. The administration says this isn't so, 
but it had better prove it. 

The motive was humane: to save lives. Yet President 
Reagan has derived political advantage by pretending 
to have a special ability to withstand public pressure 
and coolly serve the national interest in the face of ter­
rorists and hostage-holders. It appears that this has 
been just an act. If that's so, it undercuts his reputa­
tion both for strength and for telling the truth as best 
he knows it. His enemies think he has always dealt in rosy 
fictions, if not outright falsehoods. The Democrats, now 
in control of both houses of Congress and sensing the 
chance to unmask their nemesis at last, are planning any 
number of hearings and investigations . The press, sens­
ing that Reagan's damned Teflon is finally scratched, is 
boring in. 

Democrats and the press were after Lt. Col. Oliver North 
of the National Security Council :is the agent used for 
skirting congressional restrictions (since repealed, but per­
haps not for long) on aid to the Nicaraguan contras. Now 
they can go after him for helping funnel ,urns to Iran. The . 
NSC is also vulnerable, legitimately, for the botched effort 
at "disinformation" directed at Libya 's Colonel Qaddafi. 

There is a serious and potentially d;mgerous tendency at 
work here. It looks as though the NSC staff has caught a 
whiff of the " executive action" disease that afflicted sever­
,11 White Houses in the pre-Watergate era. Whenever it 
was politically risky or just inconvenient to trust Congress, 
the State Department, or even the CIA, they resorted to 
covert derring-do, John Buchan stuff, to get their work 
done. Sometimes such activity is merited. Persisted in, it 
inevitably leads to big trouble. 

THERE IS A pattern of incompetence to Reagan's re­
cent foreign policy behavior. After the Iceland sum­

mit, the administration could not get its story straight. The 
"disinformation" flap made the administration look fool­
ish. And, merited or not, there is a suspicion that the 
Reagan White House has played some politics with foreign 
policy. The offer to sell subsidized grain to the Soviets 
certainly was an effort to save some Midwest Senate seats. 
Will Democrats probe to see whether fom1er national se­
curity adviser Robert Mcfarlane was sent to Tehran in 
September to produce a pre-election "October surprise"? 
Will they ever. 

However much Reagan will be made to suffer by Demo­
crats in Congress, worse damage will be done to his credi­
bility with the European ,lilies, moderate Arabs in the 
Persian Gulf, ,md the American people. Margaret Thatch­
er, who backed Reagan on the Liby,1 bombing, w;:is embar­
rassed by the [ran disclosures just .is she tried to convince 
fellow Europeans to invoke sanctions .1gainst Syri,1; she 



succeeded in spite of us. The United States is not more 
abject than France, which coddles terrorists almost indis­
criminately, but we certainly look hypocritical. Getting the 
Europeans to join us in concerted action against terrorism 
is going to be much harder. 

The Gulf Arabs have been terrified that Iranian funda­
mentalism will topple their feudal regimes. They can' t 
seriously believe that the United States favors an Iranian 
victory, but trading arms for-hostages suggests again that 
the United States is not as strong as it pretends to be, and 
this adds to their fright. We also appear to be incapable of 
taking action independent of Israel, which does tilt toward 
Iran in order to undercut Iraq. 

Finally, if it develops that Reagan has been trading for 
hostages after saying for so long that he wouldn't, his 
word will never be fully relied upon by the American 
people again. He has built up a reservoir of affection and 
trust. But his ability to lead will have been hurt. Top 
White House officials claim to understand the danger, but 
they have not yet found an effective way to deal with it. 
White House chief of staff Donald Regan just says that 
history will show that the administration has done the 
right thing, and meanwhile everyone should please shut up 
because hostages' lives are still involved. The administra­
tion can do better than that. It can at least brief trust­
worthy congressional leaders. If the c1dministration had a 
case, they could say so without endangering an ongoing 
operation. 

At the moment, administration officials are offering up 
mitigation, not proof of innocence. Officials say, first, 
that whatever weapons the United States might have al­
lowed to get to Iran (and whatever Israel supplied) could 
not possibly tip the balance in the stalemated Gulf war. 
Iraq has a 5- to-1 advantage in tanks and artillery and an 
8- to-1 advantage in aircraft. Iran has more manpower (its 
population is three times Iraq's ), but Iraq has 60 percent of 
its male population mobilized, so the armies are of almost 
equal size. The long-feared Iranian " final offensive" has 
never come off because, administration experts think, Iran 
is far short of the 3-to-1 overall advantage an attacker 
needs to win . Iran's only chance at victory lies in a collapse 
of Iraqi morale, which the United States presumably has 
little to do with. 

SECOND, the administration says, the United States 
made contacts with Iran primarily for strategic rea­

sons, not to get hostages out. It's important for Iran to 
remain an independent buffer between the Soviet Union 
and the Gulf, and there are elements inside Iran's rul­
ing hierarchy-"not moderates, but relative pragma­
tists"-who want to reduce their country's economic ,md 
political isoL1tion. This group is widely believed to be 
led by Akbar Rafsanjani, speaker of Iran's Parliament, 
vho 's ,lt odds wi th the Ayatollah Khomeini's chosen suc­

cessor, Hussein Ali Montazeri. A relative of Mont,1zeri, 
\llehdi Hashemi, w,1s recently ,urested for treason, which 
the ,1dminis tra tion took ,1s ,1 good sign for the post­
Khomein i future . Hashemi was the man in charge of 

spreading the Shiite revolution to other countries. 
Opponents of the NSC gun-running policy say the 

United States had to know that its activities would come to 
light eventually and would embarrass the very faction the 
United States was trying to woo. The leak came first in a 
pro-Syrian newspaper in Lebanon (presumably because 
the Syrians were ;mgry that they weren't getting credit for 
securing the release of hostages) after a tip from Montazeri 
militants . White House officials acknowledge that the 
publicity probably has embarrassed Rafsanjani, but they 
are pleased to note that he is still saying he would welcome 
better relations with the United States if it would just 
change policy. 

ATHIRD LINE of defense is that Iranian-inspired 
terrorism against Western targets has declined re­

cently. Even opponents of administration policy acknowl­
edge that recently seized American hostages in Lebanon 
do not seem to have been grabbed by groups identified 
with Iran. However, these officials claim that there has 
been no letup in terrorism directed against Middle East 
targets. 

Finally, sources involved with the White House policy 
simply declare, as one of them put it, that " this was not an 
arms-for-hostages deal. I know it's difficult to believe it 
because you see arms going into the machine and see hos­
tages coming out, but there'.s more to it than that. I guaran­
tee you that neither Bud \llcFarlane nor I would be party ·to 
such a thing." Such officials hint that some ' 'secre t deal" 
was invofved leading to a· change in Iranian policy on 
terrorism. To demonstrate goodwill, the Iranians got their 
friends to release U.S. hostages and the United States got 
its friends to provide some ~pare parts . " Believe me," said 
one source, " the intent behind all this was good and seri­
ous, but we can't talk abouh t because people 's lives are at 
stake." 

Maybe so, but other U.S. officials say flat ly that the 
White House is lying. They say that contacts with the 
Iranians may have started for strategic reasons, but quickly 
devolved into a guns-for-hostages trade. One suspects that 
some of these officials are miffed that the Reagan adminis­
tration has been unwilling to deal with Syria on an equal 
basis with Iran, but others seem truly offended that the 
administration has abandoned its proclaimed anti-terrorist 
policy and has gotten practically nothing in return. "It's a 
dream world to think you're going to provide some mili­
tary equipment and change Iranian policy. You've got two 
factions in Iran playing against each other and we're just 
the pawn." 

So, whom to believe? On one side, national securi ty 
adviser John Poindexter ,md chief of staff Regan, sayi~g 
" trust us." On the other, Secretary of State Shultz, nothing 
if not a moralist, letting it be known he opposed the White 
House policy. Congress needs to step in ,md find out the 
truth-quietly, ,1t first, if that's necessary. \her ,111, there 

really are innocent people 's lives ,1t stake here . 
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TROUBLE 
IN TEHRAl'J" 
Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini and his 
former prime minister, Mehdi Bazar­
gan, have been conducting a rancor­
ous and, to the uninitiated, obscure 
public debate. They have been argu­
ing about a treaty signed by the 
Prophet with Arab tribes in seventh­
century Arabia; the challenge Moses 
posed to Pharaoh; and the death and 
martyrdom of Imam Husain, the third 
of 12 leaders especially revered by 
Iran's Shiites, in 680. 

But this debate has aroused consid­
erable interest in Iran. For the two 
men are in fact arguing about current 
issues: whether Iran should seek mili­
tary victory or a negotiated settlement 
in its six-year-old war with Iraq; 
whether it should export its Islamic 
revolution and champion the cause of 
the world's disinherited classes 
against the powerful and the exploit­
ers; and whether it should seek good 
relations with the "world-devouring" 
great powers. Bazargan has called into 
question Khomeini's autocratic style 
of leadership and his militant vision 
of Islam. He has posed both a religious 
and a political challenge to the regime. 
Like Khomeini, he argues in the lan­
guage .of Islam, for political and reli­
gious issues have been inextricably 
intertwined in the Islamic republic. 

Bazargan resigned his post as prime 
minister in November 1979, after the 
seizure of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. 
He has been the most outspoken critic 
inside the country of Khomeini's poli­
cy of pursuing the war against Iraq 
until President Saddam Hussein is 
overthrown. Bazargan has urged ne­
gotiations. In August Khomeini 
sharply criticized Bazargan's views. 
Bazargan replied in an open letter 
addressed to Khomeini issued under 
the name of his political organization, 
the Iran Freedom Movement. The let­
ter has been circulating semi­
clandestinely. 

For Khomeini the war with Iraq is a 
w,1r of Islam ,,gainst unbelief. He has 
ruled out negotiations because "Islam 
does not allow peace between a Mos­
lem and an infidel." Those who urge 
compromise with "infidels, oppres­
sors, tyrants, .:ind idol-worshipers" 
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are either weak-hearted or traitors. An 
end to hostilities would only involve 
Iran in .:in arms race that Saddam 
would win, given Iraq's access to both 
Western European ,md Soviet bloc 
arms and the denial of arms to Iran. 
Khomeini's goal of an Islamic govern­
ment established at Baghdad is now 
downplayed, but the aspiration con­
tinues to motivate Iran's radical ele­
ments, in the Revolutionary Guard, 
among the clerics, and elsewhere. 
"War, war until victo~y"-the slogan 
thundered out at political rallies and 
mass Friday prayer meetings-encap­
sulates the government's official 
position. 

Bazargan has described this as a 
formula for "war, war until self­
annihilation." He points to the futility 
of the war now that Iraqi troops have 
been expelled from Iranian territory, 
and stresses the terrible cost in lives 
.:ind physical destruction. He denies 
that Islam justifies waging aggressive 
war against another Moslem state, 
and depicts the conflict JS "a war be­
tween two oppressed Moslem na­
tions." Bazargan says that '' neither Is­
lam nor the Traditions of the 
Prophets" gives Iran the right to inter­
fere in Iraq's internal affairs. He re­
jects the idea that revolutionary Iran is 
charged with ,1 sacred, worldwide 
mission to struggle against oppression 
and unbelief. 

Bazargan's letter also brings into 
the open a debate about military strat­
egy. The army has been reluct.:int to 
commit large numbers of poorly 
trained young men in massive offen­
sives against far better equipped Iraqi 
troops. These have brought territorial 
gains only in return for substantial 
human losses . The strategy is fueled 
by the conviction that faith will pre­
vail over arms. Khomeini depicts the 
Old Testament prophets, particularly 
Abraham and Moses, <1s militant, lone 
warriors against idolatry and unbelief. 
When Imam Husain went to battle 
against his enemies in 680, he "did not 
contempl.1te compromise with the op­
pressor despite the me.1gerness of his 
numbers and his arms.'' In the same 
w<1y, the Iranian people, in the dark 
days of the war with Iraq, "expelled 
the enemy from our beloved country 
by relying only on God ,md faith cmd 
. .. m,1rtyrdom." 

B,1zarg.:in, on the other h,md. 

evokes a picture of the Old Testament 
prophets, of Jesus, Mohammed, and 
the Shiite Imams. as men who .:ivoided 
war, entered it only with adequate 
preparation, and preferred persuasion 
.:ind kindness to secure their ends. The 
Prophet, he notes. signed peace <1gree­
ments with his former enemies in 
Mecca; Imam Husain, with his small 
force, died <1t Karbala in Iraq in his 
unsuccessful bid for the caliphate­
not because he intended to fight with 
inferior numbers or to become a mar­
tyr, but simply because his plans went 
awry. 

When Bazargan castigates Khomei­
ni for inflexibility .:ind for refusing 
the counsel of others, he again does so 
in Islamic terms. The issues of peace 
and war, he writes, are too complex 
for ".1n individual, however well­
informed and discerning, who is nei­
ther infallible nor the recipient of rev­
elation, to decide alone, without ref­
erence to the views of others." Even 
the Prophet, he notes, consulted with 
his companions, and the Prophet had 
the benefit of both infallibility and 
God's revelation. Is your authority, he 
.:isks Khomeini, ""' thing higher than 
Prophethood ?" 

This challenge to Khomeini comes 
at a time when the economy is partic­
ularly hard hit by the war. Moreover, 
misgivings .ibout the war have devel­
oped inside Khomeini 's own camp. 

· Reports this summer attributed the re­
moval of the commander of the 
ground forces, Colonel Sayyad Shir­
azi, to doubts he expressed about the 
wisdom of .:i policy of "war until vic­
tory." Bazargan's letter confirmed ru­
mors that members of the Cabinet and 
the clerics of the influential Associa­
tion ot the Seminary Teachers of Qum 
separately urged Khomeini to explore 
non-military options for ending the 
war. According to Bazargan, Khomei­
ni told Cabinet members they could 
step dowh if they felt they were not 
up to the task of continuing the war. 
And he is supposed to have told the 
seminary teachers: "Do not speak of 
peace and the end of the war as long 
as I am alive. After th.:it. do whatever 
you want." 

SHAUL BAKHASH 

S!uul B..1khash is Robinson Professor of 
History at George ivfason University. 
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The Reagan administration has told Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir that 
it does not hold Israel responsible for the Iran arms affair and is not 
seeking to shirk responsibility by blaming Israel for leading it into the 
secret exchange of arms for U.S. hostages. 

A spokesman for Shamir said tonight that U.S. Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
conveyed this conciliatory oral message to the prime minister "in the name of 
the White House," altt10ugh not specifically from President Reagan. A U.S. 
Embassy official confirmed that the message had been given at a meeting between 
the two men yesterday. 

Pickering told Shamir that "the United States has no intention either ta 
blame Israel or to throw any responsibility onto Israel" and that America "was 

not trying to hide behind Israel in what is its responsibility," said Avi 
Pazner, Shamir's spokesman. 

The American official added that the ambassador had sought to "reassure the 
Israelis that the various investigations in the United States were designed to 
get the facts" about the Iran affair "and not an effort to make Israel a 
scapegoat for decisions made by Washington." 

Confirmation of the message follows three days of press disclosures here 
alleging that Israeli officials had initiated the arms-for-hostages exchange, 
served as conduit for the secret flow of weapons to Tehran and pressed reluctant 
White House aides to continue with the dealings even after it appeared they were 
not succeeding. 

It has also been alleged that the idea of funneling profits from the arms 
sales to the anti-Sandinista rebels in Nicaragua was first proposed by a senior 
aide to then Israeli prime minister Shimon Peres. 

The allegations are attributed to a confidential draft report of the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence, detailed portions of which have been disclosed 
here by Washington-based Israeli correspondents. 

Another factor leading up to today•s development was the release by the White 
House last week of a memorandum, drawn up in January of last year by the then 
national security adviser Jahn Poindexter, which characterized the Iran affair 
as an "Israeli plan" designed to promote "moderate" elements in Tehran. 
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Israeli officials have repeatedly denied they were the instigators or 
promoters of either the Iran arms scheme or the plan to funnel profits to the 
Nicaraguan rebels. But the new disclosures and allegations have unleashed a 
flood of press reports and criticism here. There even have been suggestions in 
the Israeli press that Shamir should cancel a trip to Washington planned for 
mid-February because of the hostile reception he might receive. 

Yesterday 1s message was similar to a written one sent by President Reagan ta 
Shamir nearly two months ago reaffirming American support for Israel after 
Reagan and Attorney General Edwin Meese III had accused the Israelis publicly of 
diverting profits from the arms sales to the Nicaraguan rebels. 

This time, the message was oral and not conveyed in the name of Reagan, but 
Israeli sources welcomed it as an indication that the special relationship 
between the two countries remains intact. 

Throughout two months of public disclosures, Israeli officials have 
maintained public restraint, avoiding comment when possible and being careful 
not to criticize the administration overtly, despite the growing feeling here 
that Israel was being set up by desperate administration officials to take the 
blame for the affair. 

This restraint, senior officials here have confirmed, was part of a game plan 
laid out in the early days of the disclosures to avoid rupturing Israel's 
intimate U.S. ties. "There ts no point in getting in a mud-slinging match with 
the White House -- Israel can only lose," said a senior Israeli official. 

Thus the Israelis welcomed Pickering's message as confirmation that the White 
House also wants to avoid long-term damage to the bilateral relationship. 

"We did not ask for this, but obviously we are very happy to receive it," 
said another senior official. "Our position on this matter has been very clear 
and we have all the time the impression that someone has been trying to make us 
into a scapegoat. This message from the White House puts it in the right 
perspective. 11 

Nonetheless, Israeli officials are still aware that they are treading in a 
potential minefield and that further disclosures could lead to a sharper breach 
with Washington. There also are divisions over how much Israel should cooperate 
with federal investigations into the affair. 

While promising "full cooperation," officials here stress that they Will not 
allow Israelis involved to testify in U.S. courts or before congressional 
investigatory panels. At most, investigators may be allowed to question some 
individuals here in Israel, but only under strict ground rules, officials have 
inr.11 cateo. 

Pazner said calls far Shamir to cancel his planned Washington visit were 
"utter nonsense. The prime minister is certain he will be welcomed in 
Washington. 11 
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