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8. Introduction of Guest Speaker, followed by speakers message or remarks.

Suggestion:
The speaker’s remarks can be based on themes and readings from this Guide.

Alternative Suggestion:

In place of a prepared speech, have someone read selected portions from this Guide, such as the
broadcast by Edward R. Murrow or the news release by Fred Friendly (From Section 1}. A reading of
the Background Information for Resource Personnel and Project Officers also could be used here.

9. Responsive Reading.
Sample

(can be printed in program, and read “responsively” —so that a leader and the attendees take turns
reading consecutive sections):

“Lord, Give Us Strength”
Lord, as we gather today,
We pray for courage, and for strength.

When we remember the evils in the past,

The innocents tortured, maimed, and murdered,
We are almost afraid to make ourselves
remember. But we are even more afraid to forget.

We ask for wisdom, that we might mourn,

And not be consumed by hatred.

That we might remember,
and yet not lose hope.

We must face evil —

And, so doing, reaffirm our faith in future good.
We cannot erase yesterday’s pains,

But we can vow that they will not have been suffered in vain.

And so, we pray:

For those who were given death,

Let us choose life —

for us and for generations yet to come.

For those who found courage to stand against
evil — often at the cost of their lives —
Let us vow to carry on their struggle.

We must teach ourselves, and our children:

To learn from hate that we must love,

To learn from evil to live for good.

10. Benediction.
Alternative Suggestion:

Close by reading the following benediction, delivered by Chaplain Arnold E. Resnicoff, U. S. Navy,
at the 1987 National Civic Commemoration of the Days of Remembrance, in the U. S. Capitol
Rotunda.

O Lord our God

help us pray — as our ceremony ends,

that our service might begin.

And keep us from forgetting the difference.
Keep us from feeling too good

about what we say and do today,

for words are not enough,
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