
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: HE001 

(Health: Diseases – Disabilities) 

Case file Number(s): 070000-079999 

Box Number: 9 

 
To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

 

Last Updated: 04/19/2023 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

DOCUMENT 

NO. AND TYPE SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

letter case 
'073473) 

1. draft letter from the President to Mathilde Krim, Ph.D. (2pp) n.d. ~ 
fv', ?IJ 

2. note to Ms. Krim (lp) n.d. -P-6-..., 
,-rJl'fk 

3. letter to the President re: AIDS (5pp) n.d. P-6-

COLLECTION: 

WHORM: Subject File cas 

FILE FOLDER: 

HE00l (073473) 1/24/96 

RESTRICTION CODES 

Presidential Records Act • (44 U.S.C. 2204(all 

P-1 National ,ecurity classified information [(a)( 1) of the PRAJ. 

P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAJ . 
P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(e)(3) of the PRA[ . 

P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial 
Information [(a)(4J of the PRAJ. 

P-6 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and his advisors. or 
between such advisors l(a)(6} of the PRA. 

P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy l(a)(6) of 
the PRAJ. 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [6 U.S.C. 662(b)] 
F-1 National security clauified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]. 

F-2 Release could disclose internal personnel rules and practices of en agency [(b)(2) of the 
FOIA]. 

F-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ . 

F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information 
[(bl(4l of the FOIAI. 

F-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy ((8)(6) of 
the FOIAJ 

F-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposea [(b)(7) of 
the FOIAJ . 

F-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions 
l(b)(Bl of the FOIAJ . 

F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b7 (9) f 
the FOIAJ . 



August 5, 1983 

Dear Dr. Krim : 

Thank you for sharing with me the letter from the young: 
American who wrote to you anonymously and stated that he is 

AI appreciate the concern that prompted you to 
o my attention . 

Secretary l\largaret Heckler and Dr . Edward Brandt , our 
Assistant Secretary for Health, have given research into the 
cause and treatment of AIDS the highest priority , and the 
doctors and health professionals at the Centers for Disease 
Control ( CDC) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) are 
devoting great attention to this public health threat. As soon 
as these dedicated professionals identified and named this new 
and deadly disease in 1981, they a_l'ld their colleagues went to 
work; their research nnd commitment have been consistent and 
intensive . CDC , NIH , and the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA ) spent $5 . 5 million for AIDS- related work including 
research in FY 1982. We estimate that expenditures will total 
$14. 5 million in 1983 and $17. 7 million in 1984 ~ including pro
jected expenditures by the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental 
Health Administration . 

Dr . Brandt and Secretary Heckler are determined to apply 
these resources and to unravel the mystery of AIDS . If you 
or your colleagues believe that there is any appropriate 
avenue which we are not exploring, we welcome your 
comments and your contribution. 

Study and research are quiet professions. Unfortunately, 
there is no dramatic public way to demonstrate the intensity 
and scope of the study and research effort -..vhich is being 
devoted to AIDS. But ! wish that the young man who wrote 
me had identified himself so that he could be apprised of the 
constructive work that is in progress on this front . 
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Secret ry t-1 ~c:kler no lJr. Brandt hav ' cmph sized that AIDS 
is top p1'iorlty f the He th a. td !-Iuma:n Services 
Der~ i·tmr:nt . l share th h' commitment to the ertldicatfon of 
thi a d oth{3r diseases which affect the people of our uadon t 
e.nd l c "! c-asure ::,ou wetl! do our best to find the nn wer . 

With best wishes , 

Sincerely, 

ALO REAGAN ~ 
Dr. , iathildo Krlm 
Chairm n 
B a.rd of Tru tee 
A IDS Medi.c 1 Foundation 
Suite D 
10 · a. t 13th Street 
?'{H York . Aeiii York 10003 

RR/HHS- Roger Woodworth / OPD-BC/ AVH/ech-8pman 

Enclosure: Facts about AIDS 

.,,., 



· Mathilde Krim, Ph . D. 
Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
A~DS Medical Foundation 
10 East 13th Street, Suite LD 
New York, New York 10003 

Dear Dr. Krim: 

Thank you for sharing with me the letter from the young American 

who wrote to you anonymously and stated that he is dying of AIDS. 

I appreciate the concern that prompted you to forward it to my 

attention. 

Secretary Margaret Heckler and Dr. Edward Brandt, our Assistant 

Secretary for Health, have given research into the cause and 

treatment of AIDS the highest priority, and the doctors and 

health professionals at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) are devoting great attention 

to this public health threat. As soon as these dedicated professionals 

identified and named this new and deadly disease in 1981, they and 

their colleagues went to work.their research and commitment have 

been consistent and intensive. CDC, NIH, and the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) spent $5.5 million for AIDS-related work 

including research in FY 1982. We estimate that expenditures will 

total $14.5 million in 1983 and $17.7 million in 1984, including 

projected expenditures by the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health 

Administration. 

Dr. Brandt and Secretary Heckler are determined to apply these 

resources and to unravel the mystery of AIDS. If you or your 

colleagues believe that there is any appropriate avenue which we 

are not exploring, we welcome your comments and your contribution. 
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Study and research are quiet professions. Unfortunately, there 

is no dramatic public way to demonstrate the intensity and scope 

of the study and research effort which is being devoted to AIDS. 

But I wish that the young man who wrote me had identified himself 

so that he could be apprised of the constructive work that is in 

progress on this front. 

Secretary Heckler and Dr. Brandt have emphasized that AIDS is a 

top priority of the Health and Human Services Department. I share 

their commitment to the eradication of this and other diseases which 

affect the people of our nation, and I can assure you we'll do our 

best to find the answer. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely 

Prepared by Roger Woodworth/245 3400 

Encl: Facts about AIDS 
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To: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ANNE HIGGINS 
Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x7610 
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To: 

iii 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

! ~ f --3 P 
:PI C ~ D/-l-;e'/J'J/l-AJ 

ANNE HIGGINS 
Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x7610 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH&. HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

July 15, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE CRAIG L . FULLER 

In response to your request of July 11, enclosed is a 
Presidential dra ft reply to Dr. Mathilde Krim of the 
AIDS Medical Foundation . 

Enclosure 

1111~JJ;j/w~ 
Michael Sturman, Acting 
Executive Secretary 





· Mathilde Krim, Ph.D. Draft 
Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
AIDS Medical Foundation 
10 . East 13th Street, Suite LD 
New York, New York 10003 

the heritage G.:f freedom we al...1--s-hare, let me frame my reply ta tbe ·~ '{f' 

ctmcern he shares with you and your co] J eagues in .the Mf>&--MeeHea1-

- Potmdatiol'.l in tbe langt1a'5e o f the m:i:--l i tary f] ~ --
Secretary Margaret Heckler and Dr. Edward Brandt) ~ our Assistant 

~~ ~J..... ~-Hu..~~ +JJ.A.+~ ~ AIDS 
Secretary for Heal th, ~tiy descri:£>1a the work Qtnthe doctors and health 
.::J::JJ.,~ .. ¾ a-.A.. _./ 
professiona~ ~~e Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the National 

(ML ~ ~ ~ ·fo -l-k.V-> ~ J..uJI:#... ~ . 
Institutes of Health (NIH). as sentried='w.J:w patrol our eotmtry's heal~ 

-t:rontier5cr As soon as these dedicated professionals identified~ 

namedfthis new and deadly disease O in 1981
1

~ they 

went to work~u~l mission of finding <the cause 

and their colleagues 

of and cure for AIDS0 

_ ~ eir research and commitment have been consistent and intensive. 

>~( CDC, NIH, and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) spent $5.5 million 
-<.,J.{_ <--+~__, 

for AIDS-related work including research in FY 1982. / )tstimateff7expenditures 
w~l l -IG-hJl.. «-
~ $14.5 million in 1983 and $17.7 million in 1984J \including projected 

expenditures by the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administrationf. 

Dr. Brandt and t-he divisions h@ .arlir Secretary Heckler 
(>A.A. ~ ~ 

c;:mRmand ha? 
~ ~ -I-~ ~~ o-1\ -lv

~ad but one mandate 7 unravel the mystery of AIDS.s.a.........t:-l=i-t:re-3::~'m''l"7:TC")'W--4,,n, 

jeopard, can be -spared, sav@d and s.uccorea.y 



Mathilde Krim, Ph.D. Page Two Draft 

j ~ f\" 
.----.... If you or your colleagues believe that there is any appropriate 
<.__-.---

avenue which we are not exploring.1e if you have oounsel er cri~ 

t:o offer whioh will he~f us turn t.he ~ey of discovery and~ 

-in 1:.he }.IDS Jack m,Qre qni~ we welcome your comments and your contribution, 

t-G the war oti :which we ha~.re embarke'2,(. 

Study and research are~ quiet professions. Unfortunately, 

there is no dramatic public way to demonstrate the intensity and 

scope of the study and research effort which is being devoted to AIDS. 

But I wish that the young man who wrote me had identified himself so 
~ ~ ~ a.,,-, ;,a..J-- °' 

that we ce\:ilo let l::lim i!,e~ wi-th J:H s G\vn eyeg the constructive work 

that is in quiS¥ progress on this menacizY-J front. 

Secretary Heckler and Dr. Brandt have B8~ fer t.h~ 

Adwinistnition when the~ve again and again :r:ei:eerated:;r -/-A.,..b 

~is the Humber l o.p~~ he0:-±i:.~ priority of the Health and Human 

Services Department. ~ -.A~ -:/t::!;;, c..,.,,,,,.~~-+"' -}k ~~.h.:,.,._ 1--1-~ 
~ vf1>r o~ o ~;-~r~~l~;1 t~ ~~n ~ ~vJ:~'~ 
~ w-t- ' I} 

-so eloquently and :in so much de,spair0 We ivdl-} do our best to win 0 -

for him. and all the otber victims of AID£ " 'l:J a prempt aod complete- victory. 

~44. ~-
CR' v,J.;+l-~ ~,.) 

Sincerely, 

Prepared by Roger Woodworth/245 3400 



THE WHITE HOlJSE 
WA SHINGTON . ·5-,, 1.. ✓- .r;x • - -

(<2C 'cf-- \ : 4S {) ( 11 7 ·; 1'1 /o0 
CABINEf AFFAIRS STAFFING MEMORANDU-wi ?_) ~~--==----..... 

----..- ·- .,. • s1,..~-
DATE: __ J_u_l_y_l_l_,_1_9_83 NUMBER: ____ o_7_3_4_7_3_C_A_ 'f~-;:-e,~,\~p&-;• Th~rs 

B · C"aly 14 

SlJBJECT: __ L_e_t_t_e_r_t_o_t_h_e_P_r_e_s_i_· d_e_n_t_-_f_r_o_m_A_I_D_S_M_e_d_i_c_a_l_F_o_u_n_d_a_I ______ _ 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS D D Baker D D 

Vice President D D 
State D D 

Dea-ver D D 
Oark ci D 

Treasury D D 
Defense D D 
Attorney General D D 
Interior D D 

Darman (For WH Staffing) □ D 
Harper D D 
Jenkins D D 

Agriculture D D 
Commerce o · D 
Labor 0/ D 
HHS 17 D 

' 
□ - D 
D D 
D D 

HUD D D 
Transportation D D 
Energy D □ 

D D 
D D 

Education D D 
Counsellor D □ 
0MB D □ 

D D 
D D 

CIA D D 
UN D □ 
USTR D □ 

CCCT/Gunn □ D 
CCEA/Porter D D 

CEA D □ 
CEQ D □ 
OSTP D D 

CCFA/Boggs D D 
CCHR/Carleson D D 
CCLP /Uhlmann D D 

D □ CCMA/Bledsoe D D 
D D CCNRE/Boggs D D 

REMARKS: 

Please prepare a draft reply for the President's signatur e to the 
attached letter from the AIDS Medical Foundation. 

Thanks. 

RE.TURN TO: 

SPEOIAL 
/Craig L. Fuller . 

Assistant to the President 
for Cabinet Affairs 
456-2823 

D Becky Nortor. Dunlop 
Director, Office of 
Cabinet Affairs 
456-2800 riER 

71iT3 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

CABINET AFFAIRS STAFFir'iG MEMORANll(JM 

DATE: __ J_u_1_y_1_1_,_1_9_B3 NUMBER: ____ o_7_3 4_7_3_C_A_ DUE BY: 5 pm, Thursday 
J'aly 14 

SUBJECT: Letter to the Presiden~ from AIDS Medical Foundation 
---------------------------------

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

ALL CABINET MEMBERS D □ Baker D D 

Vice President D □ 
Deaver D D 

State D □ Clark D D 
Treasury □ □ Dannan (For WH Staffing) □ □ Defense □ □ 
Attorney General □ □ 

Harper D D 
Interior D □ Jenkins D □ 
Agriculture D □ D □ Commerce o · □ 
Labor 

-~ / □ D □ 
HHS □ D □ HUD □ □ D □ Transportation □ □ 
Energy □ □ □ D 
Education D □ D □ Counsellor D □ D 0MB D D D 
CIA D D 
UN D D ······························································································· 
USTR □ D CCCT/Gunn D □ 

CCEA/Porter D □ ......................... .......................................................... ............. 
CCFA/Boggs 

CEA 
D □ D D CCHR/Carleson D D CEQ D D 

OSTP D D CCLP /Uhlmann D □ 
D D CCMA/Bledsoe D □ D □ CCNRE/Boggs D D 

REMARKS: 

Please prepare a draft reply for the President's signature to the 
attached letter from the AIDS Medical Foundation. 

Thanks. 

RETURN TO: ✓ Craig L. F~ller 
Assistant to the President 
for Cabinet Affairs 
456-2823 

□ Becky Norton Dunlop 
Director, Office of 
Cabinet Affairs 
456-2800 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
(in formation) 

DR. MATHILDE KRIM, Chairman 
GRAHAME . BERRY, Esq. 
DR. TERRY W. FONVILLE 
FRANK HOFFEY, Esq. 
DR. MICHAEL LANGE 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE* 
(in formation) 

DR. JOSEPH A. SONNABEND, Chairman 
Uniformed Services University 

of the Health Sciences 

DR. DONALD ARMSTRONG 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 

DR. ELENA BUIMOVICI-KLEIN 
St. Luke 's-Roosevelt Hospital Center 

DR. ROBERT H. FRIEDMAN 
Uniformed Services Universi ty 

of the Health Sciences 

DR. KWANG S. KIM 
New York State Institute for Basic 

Research in Developmental Disabilities 

DR. MATHILDE KRIM 
Sloan-Kettering Institute for 

Cancer Researc h 

DR. MICHAEL LANGE 
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center 

MS. CAROL LEVINE 
The Has tings Center 

DR. THOMAS C. MERIGAN 
Stanford University School of Medicine 

DR. OLIVIA PREBLE 
Uniformed Services Unive rs ity 

of the Health Sciences 

DR. RUTH P. PURTILO 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 

DR. DAVID T. PURTILO 
University of Nebraska Medical College 

DR. STEVEN WITKIN 
Cornell University Medical College 

• Institutional affiliations are given 
for identification purposes only 

AIDS MEDICAL FOUNDATION 
10 EAST 13TH STREET, SUITE LO 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10003 

(212) 242-4029 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 5, 1983 

As I was asked to do, I send you the enclosed letter. 
I would not have paid attention to an anonymous letter if 
it did not concern a subject as serious as this one . It 
rings too true to be ignored. I know of other AIDS patients 
who died, in despair, by their own hand. Perhaps this one 
has decided to send his last letter to you. He hopes to 
help others who suffer from the same disease. 

MK: lw 
Enclosure 

ectful ly yours, 

-_ lJ ~ l----◄ -

Krirn, Ph.D. 
Chairman 
Boa rd of Trustees 

Head, Interferon Laboratory 
Sloan-Kettering Institute 

for Cancer Research 
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T.HE WHITE HOUSE 

ROBERT C. HILL 
Deputy Director 
Presidential Correspondence 

Office 
Room 94, x7610 
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De~r Dr. Shoenberger: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

ff GJO 
Hl:E- oo I 
c. H o / ';-

On behalf of the President, thank you for expressing your 
views regard ing warning labels affixed to cigarette packages. 
Let me , however, clar ify t h e Administration's position on 
this issue. 

As HHS As sistant Secretary Edward M. Br andt has testified, 
the Ad□inistration is deeply con cerned by the compelling 
evidence l ink ing cigarette smoking t o a wide range of illnesses. 
The Administration believes t hat warning labels alerting the 
public to these hazards are entirely appropriate, and that the 
p r esent warning could be s trengthened without ove r stating the 
haz a rds posed by cigarette smok ing. 

Little i s known , h owever, about the relative e f ficacy of the 
many alternative labeling schemes being p ropose d. For this 
reason , the Adminis t rat ion take s no position on the various 
approaches now being considered in the Congress. 

Thank you a gain f or expressing your v iews and for this 
opror tuni ty to e x press the Administration's. 

Sinc -2 re ly , 

Virginia · ff. Rnaue·r ... .. . 
Special Assistant t o the Presiden t 

X 
J a mes A. Schoenberger, M. D. 
Chairnan 
Ru sh-Presbyterian-St. Luke's 

Me dical Center 
Department of Preventive Medicine 
10th Floor Schweppe- Sprague 
1 743 W. Harrison Street 
Ch icago, Il l inois 606 12 .. -,'\ \~/ 

\ l 'C 
fI S 1 / 

• ._ I \ )-' . • e tzer g] ✓ 
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Please handle 
and send a cc 
office. 

]"arch 25, 1982_ 
DATZ': ··1 

er m ec.,,,.21''~ 

----
for Edwin Meese III_ 
o f your reply to t h is 

Thank you for your time and t r ouble. 

El 1 en Stri ch~r_tz~ <;> , ..... 
speci a 1 Response ' 

Edwin Meese Correspondence 
Room 4fl.. , Ext •~ _0 ~f2,, 

LUKE'S l.VIEDICAL CENTER 

2 2 MAf~ 1882 

{j) 

::ent reversal of suppo.::t by the 
rotational ciga rett e warning 

3ive Smo king Prevention Education 
ite. 

by this news, particularly since 
trg eon General Koo p suppo r ted this 

i:.- ~~· ~~ ~ •c,L~.,au u y un n.R. 5653 before t he House Sub-
com1::iittee on Health and the Environment on March 5, 1982. 

Much o f my prof essional ca r eer has been devo ted to med ical practice 
in cardio logy and to teaching and r e s earch in the fi elds of pre
ventive medicine and epidemiology. I am convinced that there is 
no single act that would do more to reduce illness, premature deaths 
and the i mmense cos ts of heal th care and lo s t productivity in our 
na t ion than would preventing i.:he smoking of cigarettes . 

As was emphas ized in the 1982 Report of the Surgeon General on "The 
Health Consequences o:E Smoking", cigaret te smoking is a deadly and 
costly behavior for Americans: more than 300 ,000 pr ema ture deat hs, 
another 10 million affl ict ed with debilitating i l lness, more than 
$41 billion dollars in health care, lost produc t ivity and Medicare/ 
Medica i d costs! 

Since the publ i cat ion of the fir s t Surgeon General's Report in 196/f 
by Dr. Luther Terry thousands of my colleagues and millions of other 
Amer icans hav e succeeded in their efforts t o stop smoking . I believe 
the clear s t a tements of the mount ing scientific evidence on the 
heal th effects of smoking played a large part in this decision. 
However, .54 million Amer icans still have not been able to stop smoking, 
and children and young persons continue to s t art smoking in alarming 
numbers. 

10111 Floor Schweppe-Sprague 
1743 W. Harrison S1reet 
Chicago, Illinois 606 12 

Telephone: (312) 942-59 10 
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RUSH-PRESBYTERIAN-ST. LUKE'S MEDICAL CENTER 

2 2 Mt-\h 1982 
DEPARTMENT OF l?REVENTIVE MEDICINE 

JAMES A. SCtlOENBERGEA, M.D., CHAIRMAN 

March 19, 1982 

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Wa shington , D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

I have just learned about the recent reversal of support by the 
Administra tion for the stronger, rotational cigarette warning 
labels proposed in the Comprehensive Smoking Prevention Education 
Act (S. 1929) now before the Senate. 

I am quite concerned and puzzled by this news, particularly since 
Assistant Secretary Brandt and Surgeon General Koop supported this 
same provision in testimony on H.R. 5653 before the House Sub
committee on Health and the Environment on Ma r ch 5, 1982. 

Much of my professional career has been devoted to medical practice 
in cardiology and to teaching and research in the fields of pre
ventive medicine and epidemiology. I am convinced tha t there is 
no single act that would do more to r educe illness, pr emature deaths 
and the inm1ense costs of health care and lost productivity in our 
nation than would preventing t i.e smoking of cigarettes. 

As was e.mphasized ix, ..:he J._, ::L:. Re _)o rt of the Surgeon General on "The 
Health Consequences of Smoking", cigarette smoking is a deadly and 
costly behavior for Americans: more than 300,000 premat :.ire deaths, 
another 10 million afflicted with debilitating illnEiss, more than 
$41 billion dollars in health care, lost productivity and Medicare/ 
Medicaid costs! 

Si.nee the publ ica t ion of the first Surgeon General's Report in 1964 
by Dr. Luther Terry thousands of my colleagues and millions of other 
Americans have succeeded in their efforts to stop smoking. I believe 
the clear statements of the mounting scient'ific evidence on the 
health ef f ects of smoking played a large part in this decision. 
However, 54 mi llion Americans still have not been able to stop smoking ,. 
and children and young persons continue to start smoking i n alarming · 
numbers. 

10th Floor Schweppe-Sprague 
1743 W. Harrison Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60612 

Telephone: (312) 942-5910 



The Honorable Edwin Meese, II I 
March 19, 1982 

- 2 -

Ac cording to the Federal Trade Commission's Staff Report on Cigarette Adver
t .Lsing, the current cigarett e warning l a be l has become s o f amiliar to consumers 
t hat it is no longer effect ive as a health warning. Although recent studies 
i ndicate that most people may be generally aware that smoking is a health 
hazard, o thers clearly indicate that most consumers are not aware of the 
s;:,ec i fic health consequences - - such as cardiovascular and pulmonary diseases 
- - nor do they know the extent to which smo king '=ndangers their health • . 

The FTC st rongly recommended the us e of a number of warning labels, each of 
which states a specific health cons equence, and that the labels be used in 
rotation on c :tgarette packages and in adv crti.sement s. 

No t only do consumers not have this important information, but they 
also do not have ad equate safeguards under federal consumer prot ection measures. 
Tobacco a nd tobacco pr oducts are not classified as a food, a drug, a toxic 
substance or even a consumer product. Our consumer protection laws carefully 
and deliberat ely exempt tobacco and the dangerous toxins it produces when 
smoked.-

I believ e that American consumers -- most particularly children and young 
pe r sons -- have a r ight to know exactly wha t health dangers they f ace if 
they start to smoke or fai l t o stop. They also have a right to know how 
serious these dangers really are. 

l believe that the federal government has an import ant obligation to provide 
thi s info rmation by means of clear and unambigious warnings on cigarette 
j-ici ckag es and i n advertisements . This i s especially necessary in view of the 
w,~·sual exempt i on tobacco and tobacco products enjoy from consumer protection 
laws . Ther e i s no other agency in our society to meet this obligation. 

'''. he sys t em of rot a tional l abels proposed in the health legislation now before 
Congres s (H . R. 5653 and S. 1929) would be responsive to this obligation and 
,would serve immensely to advance this important educational effort •• 

These r:1easures will not prohibit Americans from their f ree exercise of cho ice 
i n deciding whet her to smoke or not, but they would help to ensure that it 
·,1as an informed choice. 

The cost to i ndustry to rotate the warning labels would be minimal, especially 
i n vi ew of the rapid and frequent changes i n advertising mes sages and :in 
c igar et t e package designs . 

Any effort by any person or group of pers ons -- r~gardless of their position 
or power -· - to deny Americans the right to know the health hazards of cigarette 
smoking is simply not in our nation's public health interest and must be 
r es isted . 



The Honorable Edwin Meese , III 
Ma rch 19, 1982 

I therefore urge you to hold firm agains t the forces of opposition on this 
i s cm e and to reinstate your support for stronger rota tional warnings on 
ci garette packages and in advertising. 

- 3 -

We look to your leadership in protect ing the heal t h, the well-being and the 
very lives of all Americans, especially our children and youth. 

Sjncerely, 

J AS:hmh 

cc : The Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
The Honorable Edward N. Brandt, Jr., M. D. 
The Honorable C. Ever ett Koop , M.D . 
Mrs . Virginia H. Knauer 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

1JJ771f-(!){',if -' 

-//E t:C'I 

P/tt'JJI! 

February 9, 1983 

BILL SADLEIR 

ANN WROBLESKI 

THOM]1S 

Bill, attached is Mike Batten's memo regarding 
the "Thomas Baby," as well as a copy of an RR 
letter to the family. 

The Visitor's Office tells me that the Thomas 
family (as yet unclear as to number of bodies) 
will be taking the 8:45 a.m. tour on Thursday, 
February 10. They would be finishing the tour 
at approximately 9:30 a.m.--but that is flexible. 

I leave it to your discretion as to press 
coverage and staging--let me know what you 
decide please. 

(P.S. -- my original contact is Mr. Robinson who 
is a White House electrician at X-3296) 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1983 

TO: Becky Norton Dunlop 

FROM: Michael Batten~ 

RE: Candice Thomas: Liver Transplant Baby 

Candi Thomas is a 10 month old baby who suffers from Biliary 
Artresia--a disease that destroys the liver. The child will die 
unless liver transplant surgery can occur within the nex t few 
months. The operation will take place at Children's Hospital 
the University of Pittsburgh . 

This office, Agency Liaison, was informed about Candi through 
another couple, Mr. & Mrs . Michael Goode, who also have a child 
with the same problem. We respond to such cases in the following 
way. First, we contact the Health Care Financing Administration 
of HHS which handles Medicaid. The HCFA people then contact appro
priate state officials to arrange for funding the transplants. 
These operations are e xpensive--going as hi gh as $250,000 in some 
cases. The nex t thing we do is to send a Presidential letter to 
the families of these children which e xpresses concern for the 
child and commends the community for the fund-raisin g activity 
that spontaneously arises to help the kids and their fami lies(see 
attached copy). 

The community fund for Candi is as follows: 
The Candice Thomas Fund 
Accokeek Volunteer Fire Department 
% Mr. S.H. Conley 
1714 Lee Road 
Fort Washington, MD 

20744 
(301) 283-2730 

The address of the Thomas family is: 
Mr. and Mrs . Arthurs. Thomas 
16604 Old Marshall Hall Rd . 
Accokeek, MD 

20607 
(301) 283-2289 

I've talked to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas seve ral times and will be 
glad to provide you with any other i n f q rmation you may need. 



January 28, 1933 

Dear Hr. and 1-:rs. 'I'hom2.s: 

Nancy and I 11•Jere sorry to hear a.bout Candi's 
illness. We're sure these are trying times 
for the both · of you. 'de were pleased, how
ever, to l8arn about the many neighbors, 
friends and citizens of Accokeak, Fort Wash
ington and the surroundi:1g co:mmuni ties who 
have rallied around to help _Candi. 

These generous actions on the part of the 
comrotmi ty illustrata the strength and char
;:i.ct0r of the American spirit. It s~e..~1s that 
wl1enever a problem or challenge arises~ we 
rise to meet it. Our nation's well-being ia 
enhanced wJ1enever people help each other, in 
this casa Candi, in a tiree of need. You and 

. -all those who care for and help ca_ndi have 1:iy 

great ac1uiration.. Keep up your fine e:cfor.ts • 

.May God bless you both, Candi and o.11 your 
cl1ildren. 

Sincerely,, 

ZV1r. and Hrs. Arthur ~hott.as 
16604 Old r-:a::::.Gb.3.ll Hall Ro.:id 
Accokeek, Maryland 20744 

;; ~ ~L-'-d ~ 
/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 18, 1982 

Dear Miss Shugol: 

How delighted I was to learn that you 
were chosen as one of the athletes on 
the USA Cerebral Palsy sports team. 
I can only imagine how hard you have 
to train to prepare for the competition 
in Denmark. And what a thrill it will 
be to represent your country! 

The President joins me in sending you 
our warmest good wishes for success 
as you face this wonderful challenge . . 

Sincerely, 

NANCY REAGAN A. 

X 
Miss Wendy Shugol 
Apartment 204 
9475 Arlington Boulevard 
Fairfax, Virginia 22031 

079S46 
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Help support Your Local Athlete 
An athlete from your community has qualified 
to represent the United States at the Fifth 
International Cerebral Palsy Games to be held 
July 17-21 in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

The cost of sending this athlete is $1,200. 
A contribution of any denomination will help. For 
example, $15 will pay for an athlete's meals for 
a day, $25 will cover lodging for a night, $50 will 
pay for uniforms and $100 will defray travel 
expenses. 

We need your support. Our athletes with 
disabilities like any other amateur athlete in this 
country need the contributions of private donors 
and local businesses to help underwrite this trip. 

---- -

Your local athlete qualified for the USA team 
through arduous training and superior 
competitive performances. He/she represents 
the finest American ideals. 

Tax deductible contributions on behalf of your 
local athlete can be sent to: 

The National Association of Sports 
for Cerebral Palsy 
United Cerebral Palsy Associations, Inc. 
66 East 34th Street 
New York, New York 10016 



9475 Arlington Blvd. # 20 
Fa~rI'~x, Virginia 220J1 
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The National Association of Sports 
for Cerebral Palsy A member of the U.S. Olympic Committee 

Dear Mrs. Reagan., 

I don't know if y ou remember me. 
Fairhill Cen ter in Fairfax, Virgi nia 
who visited with you last March with 
capped students. I talked to y ou a t 
and t t.erapeutic rid i n g pro grams. 

I am t h e teache r from 
,vho is disabled -=- nd 
my physically handi
t hat tiine ab out horse s 

On Dec emb e r 5, 1981, I was c hosen as one of 5 9 athle tes 
to be on the USA Cerebral Palsy Sp orts Tea m. ·,r e will be 
c ompe ting in the Fifth I n t e rna ti onal Cerebral Pal sy Games, 
July 17-21, 1982 near Copenhagen , Dernn;":·,_rk. 

I u:n t11rilled to be on the USA t eam! I:n August, 1981, 
I c ompe ted i n the Th~~d National c ~rebral Palsy Games a
long with n e arly 500 othe r athle tes. The re I won gold 
medals in 25 me ter freestyle, and 25 meter br2aststroke in 
swim.ting, and gold medal s in advanc ed d r e ssage and advanc ed 
equitation , a bronze medal i n the adva:a.c 8d relay race, and 
5th pla ce i n the a dvanced obstacle c ou rse i n t h e equestri
an events o I broke t ne national r e c ords in 25 met e r free
style , nd 25 me t e r breast stroke for my classificati on . 

Soon I will be r epre sen ting not only my city ,:.nd state 
but also my country in int e rna tion al s p orts comp e tition. 
I h~,v e b e n t rai ning very hard bo t h i n r id ing and swimming 
since January in an effort to a chieve t he capacity to c ome home 
with world records in t he se S Jorts . 

This is my second ti1 eon t he USA team. I n 1980, I was 
s e lected as t eam c aptain of t h e 1st U.S. Ce reb r a l Palsy 
.8que strian T e am which c ompeted vict o::: iou.sly ag,: inst t h e 
Can adians i n Toronto, :Jntari o . I am looking v e ry forward 
to t ~c t hrill of t l.e challenge tha t is quic~:ly approaching. 

Jast USA t c2.Ii.1s have nwd e a fin.e showini.., in int e rnation
al comp e tition . This y e r I s USA t .2;Eun l-o •-1ks t o be t he strong
~ st y _t. I am p ro uQ t 0 b e a m~ nilier of t 1i s dc leba ti on. 

Vs ry Cordial l y, 

~NITED CEREBRAL PALSY ASSOCIATIONS, INC., 66 East 34th St,eet, New Yo,k, N,Y, 10016'(2!2) 481-6359 

LEONARD H. GOLDENSON 
CHAIRMAN OF THF BOARD 

JACK HAUSMAN 
t- H,\,H'::.r i 

NINA EATON 
. ICl H A1R f.)A, 

HOWARD C. MILLER. JR. WILLIAM BERENBERG, M.D. 
\IL,[ Pf1[51DU JT 

' .
1rl),( .l. l A.FF.:. RS 

EARL H. CUNERD 
tXECUTIVE OIRECTOR 
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