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Choice of l(issinger Tells Latin Neighbors, 'You Better Watch Out' 
If he follows the Vietnam precedent, 

Henry A. Kissinger will advocate bombing. 
If he follows the pattern of Chile, he will 
unleash the CIA on any country that has 
the effrontery to elect a leftist guvernment. 

By naming the celebrated former secre­
tary of stale chairman of the new national 
bipartisan commission on Central America, 
Prei;ident Reagan has managed to offend 
both the right, which will never forgive 
Kissinger for detente, and the left, to whom 
he recalls the prolonging of the Vietnam 
war, the secret bombing of Cambodia and 
other shameful events. Heagan has also 
sent a message as crude as a ransom note 
to our Latin neighlxm;: you better watch 
out. 

Kissinger has little history in Latin 
America, except for his leading role in the 
destabilization uf the Murxist government 
of Salvador Allende, one of the darkest 
pages in our dealings with Latin America. 
His resistance to human rights, a consid­
eration in the area, is well documented. In 
1974, when our umba~dor to Chile, David 
H. l'upper, publicly reproved the Pinochet 

regime for torturing it.-; citizens, Kissinger 
cabled a sharp rehuke: "'fell Popper tu stop 
the political science lectures." 

Its composition does nothing to allay 
suspicion that the commission, the 1,rain­
child of 8en. Henry M. ,Jackson (D­
Wash.)-who gave up on Vietnam ahout 
when the helicopters hovered over the U.8. 
~mbassy roof-will do nothing but ratify 
the increased military measures that Rea­
gan favors. AFL-CIO President Lane Kirk­
land, a gung-ho anti-Communist; Cardinal 
Terence Cooke of New York, one of the 
most conservative U.S. churchmen; ,John 
8ilher, president of Boston University; 
Nicholas Brady, an alumnus of the MX 
commission; Hobert S. 8trauss, the Dem• 
ocrat for all seasons, and former Texas gov­
ernor Bill Clements offer no threat to the 
"consensus" heing ·sought. 

Hep. Michael D. Barnes (D.-Md.), the 
chairman of the House subcommittee on 
Western Hemisphere affairs, was wan 
about the Kissinger choice. · 

"lt's very worrisome; it's not helpful," he 
said. "I was not consulted." 

Barnes and 8en. Charles McC. Mathias 

Jr. (R-Md.) were Lwth swept away by Jack­
son's vision of "a MarshaJI Plan" for the re­
gion, supprn;edly to help peasants econom­
ically while they are dodging bullets. 

Mathias, who was not consulted either, 
said gamely that Kissinger could be "inde­
ptmdent." Mathias had suggested the hu­
manist president of Notre Dame, the Rev. 

Mary McCrory 
NEEDS 

Theodore Hesburgh, and Archbishop 
James V. Hickey of Washington, dissident 
names that must have made the White 
House smile. 

On hearing the startling news, Barnes 
and Mathias had a telephone conversation 
in which they exchanged expressions of dis­
may but agreed that they would not jum1> 
ship nor yet confess that they had been 
used. 

For Reagan and Kissinger, it was a mat-
ter of mutual, desperate need. · 

Reagan requires a salesman for an un­
popular policy. 

Kissinger requires rehabilitation. 
Seymour Hersh's massive and unrelent­

ing biography, "The Price of Power," has 
severely damaged Kissinger's ego and rep­
utation. The statesman of carefully nur­
tured legend is lost in a dense account of 
toadying, back-stabbing, double dealing 
and deceit in the dank confine$ .of the 
Nixon White House. · ' 

Kissinger, who says he has not read the 
hook, issued a statement calling it "slimy 
lies." Slavish admirers, who include people · 
whose telephones he caused to be tapped, 
loyaJly have not read it either, a fact that 
has not prevent them from scrambling for 
the cameras to denounce Hersh for "sav­
agery" and worse. 

Somebody, however, ·is reading it. More 
than 100,000 copies have been sold. 

If Reagan read it, he would see that 
Kissinger is the past master of merchan­
dising dubious foreign policy goods. 

Throughout the Vietnam years, Kis.-;ing­
er managed to hold Con~ress and the press 
at hay. According to Hen;h, on the inside 

. Kissinger eagerly joined in-or initiated­
every scheme for escalating the war, includ­
ing, it seems, the use of tactical nuclear 
weapons. On the outside, he told critical re­
porters how much he admired their '"pas­
sion" and "couraget and mournfully hinwd 
that only he stood betwt.>en them and ter­
rible reprisals from the madmen in the 
White House . 

He never underestimated the ·local 
mania for secrets. Behind closed dool'!I, he 
would tell Congress marvelous things about 
what was really going on. 

Former senator ,J.W. Fulbright, a war 
critic mesmerized by Kissinger, compared 
him favo~ahly with his one of his predeces- . 
sors, Dean Rusk. 

"Rusk always said the same thing in 
clrnmd and • open session," ~'ulbright com­

. plained. 
It was a mistake that Kissinger never· 

made. 
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 

The Kissinger Commission 
E VEN HAD HE not been asked, President Rea­

gan might have taken the route of a high-level bi­
partisan commission to help his struggling policy in 
Central America. The device had gotten him out of 
tight fixes with both Social Security and the MX. 
Central America is not the large but fairly defined, 
plate-sized topic that the other two were thought to 
be. But policy there is a matter in both contention 
and disarray. Of current national security issues, this 
is the one in which the administration's position is 
most at political risk. Sens. Jackson and Mathias so 
recognized in their call for a bipartisan commission. 

Yesterday President Reagan swung aboard with a 
vengeance, assuring blinding national and interna­
tional attention by naming Henry Kissinger as chair­
man. You remember Henry Kissinger. He used to be 
a diplomat holding high posts in the Nixon and Ford 
administrations. He is something else now: a states­
man, operator and media personality of global di­
mensions, a personality and force who arrives (al­
most anywhere) pushing before him an immense 
bow-wave of controversy and expectation. 

The catcalls are already coming in on the left; there, 
critics of Mr. Reagan's current policy will have to weigh 
their instant suspicion of the geopolitical emphasis 
identified with Mr. Kissinger against their reluctant 
appreciation of his wheeler-<lealer political skills. On 

the right, where Mr. Kissinger is remembered (and re­
viled) for his role at the 1980 Republican convention as 
well as for his policies, there may be even deeper misgiv­
ings about his first fonnal appoin~ent under President 
Reagan. He is likely to be seen as a policy guerrilla. 

To us, the appointment says something about Mr. 
Reagan's readiness to put the national interest ahead 
of ideological and bureaucratic backbiting. It says 
even more about his desperation in Central America, 
where he has been unable to bring the geopolitics 
and the local factors into line. · 

Some might be pleased if the Kissinger commis­
sion provided a cover of long-term economic and so­
cial dedication for pursuit of a short-term military 
victory. But it is as cynical to use the commission as 
a gimmick to pass this year's military aid bill as it is 
foolish to imagine that it can draw the American 
public-into a Central American "Marshall Plan" for 
decades to come. 

Jf the commission has a useful purpose, it is to qui- i 
etly extricate the administration from its own bureau­
cratic and ideological conflicts and to furnish a more 
plausible and persua<;rve way to turn the region's con­
flicts to peaceful channels. One stands in awe at the 
interests and personalities in the Reagan administra­
tion that must be either balanced or subdued for such 
a course to emerge. But we think it can be done. 



Into the Fray 
A JTiiry l(issinger Returns 
To Li,nelight, Controversy 

By Murrey Marder 
Washing Lon Posl Staff Writer 

Henry A. Kissinger was completely out of character yesterday, 
. , avoiding reporters seeking out his intentions as President Reagan ·s 

appointee to head the new commission on Central America's military, 
political, economic and social turmoil. 

Since the start of the Reagan administration, there had been spec­
ulation that the irrepressible Kissinger would emerge in some prom­
inent administration post, over opposition of the Republican Party's 
extreme right wing. 

When asked to head the commission, Kissinger was surprised and 
extremely skeptical, and not because of false modesty, according to 
associates. That is never the issue in Kissinger's moves. 

Instead, his doubts apparently centered on whether he would be­
come enmeshed in a hopeless cause, they said, and for Kissinger that 
is exceptionally important. No other former secretary of state or na­
tional security affairs adviser has managed to remain as long at or 

., near the center of the world stage, lauded by admirers, excoriated by 
critics and, above all, unforgotten. 

Conflicts in Nicaragua and El Salvador are not issues on which 
Kissinger has made public claim to expertise, nor do they evoke the 
high drama of great power clashes on which the Kissinger legend has 
been built. "I think it's a very unenviable job," one Kissinger associate 
said yesterday, adding, "unenviable, if not hopeless." 

Kissinger's close friends can always be counted on to make sup­
portive statements, maximizing obstacles that he must surmount. But 
in this case, one source said, Kissinger was deeply uncertain what to 
do about the commission post. 

"He was very negative about it, and they put a lot of pressure on 
him," the source said. 

Kissinger's prestige has been pounded recently by new controversy 
aroused by author Seymour M. Hersh in his book, "The Price of Pow­
er: Kissinger in the Nixon White House." Kissinger was almost apo­
plectic in challenging what Hersh set out as unending manipulations 
and duplicities by Kissinger. 

The appointment demonstrates, nevertheless, that Kissinger's 
name still carries enough prestige to interest the Reagan administra­
tion, despite denunciation on the right flank. At a news conference 

_ yesterday, Richard A. Viguerie, publisher of Conservative Digest, said, 
"It would be difficult to find a spokesman le!.S trusted by liberal and 
conservatives than Dr. Kissinger." 

Kissinger backers, however, said they found it ironic that for the 
second time the Reagan administration has called in principal foreign 
policy advisers who served the President Ford to help salvage 
foundering policy. Brent Scowcroft, national security affairs adviser to 
Ford when Kissinger was secretary of state, heads the continuing 
presidential Commission on Stra{egic Forces, and Kissinger served as 
a counselor to the panel in its earlier advice on MX missile deploy­
ment. Kissinger now is chairman and Scowcroft vice chairman of the 
international consulting firm of Kissinger Associates. 

Central America was never a major focus of Kissinger's diplomacy, 
except for talks on the Panama Canal treaties, which Reagan strongly 
opposed. The administration presumably wants from him now not 
details but support and justification for its policies in a convincing 
global context. This can be a formidable test for Kissinger, for it can 
also generate renewed controversy about his diplomacy in Indochina 
and Chile. ' 
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Reagan Sets Up 
Bipartisan Panel 
On Latin. Policy . 

JIL 

U.S. interests in Central America 
and the threats now posed to those 
interests." 

By Lou Cannon 
Washmgt.On Post Staff Writer 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla., July 18-
President Reagan today tried to 
broaden support for his controversial 
policies in Central America by an­
nouncing that a bipartisan commis­
sion headed by former secretary of 
state Henry A. Kissinger would 
study the "underlying problems" of 
the region. 

In an address to the International 
Longshoreman's Association in 
which he praised U.S.-supported 
guerrillas who are trying to over­
throw the leftist Sandinista govern­
ment of Nicaragua, Reagan again 
left no doubt that he views the un­
derlying problem as the spread of 
Marxist movements backed by the 
Soviet Union and Cuba. 

Administration officials said they 
hoped the announcement would help 
avert a congressional cutoff of covert 
U.S. aid to the guerrillas in Nicara­
gua. The cutoff is to be debated 
Tuesday in a secret session of the 
House ~ith an open vote to follow. 

The officials said they also hoped 
the new group, to be called the Na­
tional Bipartisan Commission on 
Central America, could be u~d to 
prod Congress to increase military 
aid to the U.S.-supported govern-

L------, 
~

ould be required to spend away 
rom his foreign affairs consulting j 
usiness, these officials said. . 

. , But after further discussions Kiss- l 
pnger agreed to take the post, and I 
~an called him Sunday evening ' 
to offer the chairmanship. 

: r A senior administration official 
: iacknowledged that Kissinger, former 
' ~retary of state and national secu­
. irity affairs adviser to Presidents 
:Nixon and Ford, was controversial 
,with both liberals and conservatives. 
!But the official said Kissinger's rec­
t0mmendations would carry weight 
:With the State Department and his 
fippointment would give Central 
.America policy high visibility. 
' "He's a dynamic figure," this of­
~cial said. "The entire national se­
~urity community feels that Kissing­
~r is better equipped to report on 
)xith a medium- and long-range so- · 
iution than anyone else. Also, he : 
~asn 't heavily involved in Central · 
.American policy in the past, so his 
~ppointment doesn't raise old con-

. !<:erns." 
, , Kissinger's name was greeted by 
, tilence when Reagan announced it 
· ~oday to the convention of union 
. ~elegates. The longshoremen, who 

ment of nearby El Salvador in its 1 dvil war against leftist rebels. app auded the president politely 
when he entered and departed and 

Reagan did not announce the when he referred to the union and 
name of any commission member its president, Thomas W. Gleason 
except Kissinger, to whom the pres-
ident referred as "virtually a legend" , Sr., sat silently throughout his de-
in diplomacy. But administration ' nunciation of communism in Central 
officials, some of whom met during America except for one moment of 
the day to discuss the composition of mild applause. 
the commission, said most of the The administration's "senior coun• 
other members also had been picked. selor" on the new commission will be 

· Among Democrats who have · U.N. Ambassador Jeane J. Kirkpa-
ngrt'ed to serve, according to the of- trick, who has taken a leading role in 
ticials, are former Democratic na- forming U.S. policy in Latin Amer-
tional chairman Hobert S. Strauss, l ica. In addition, there will be eight 
AFL-CIO President Lane Kirkland 1· congressional counselors, four from 
and Yale economics Prof. Carlos each house, divided between Dem-

1 

Diaz Alejandro. The Republicans · ocrats and Republicans. ' 
were said to include Bill Clements, Democratic counselors from the 
former governor of Texas, and Nich- ' Senate will be Henry M. Jackson 
olas Brady, an investment banker (D-Wash.), one of the principal 
nnd former senator from New Jer- sponsors of congressional proposals 

"They will be asked to give advice 
to the president on a long-term U.S. 
policy that will respond to the chal­
lenges of social, economic and dem­
ocratic development in the region 
and to threats to instability and se­
curity," the official said. 

The Reagan administration 
turned to bipartisan commissions to 
resolve difficult political problems on 
Social Security and the MX missile. 
Reagan's action today came against 
a backdrop of escalating war in Cen­
tral America, where the CIA is plan­
ning to support a rapidly growing 
"secret army" of 12,000 to 15,000 
anti-Sandinista rebels in Nicaragua. 
according to official sources . 

Reagan has become increasingly 
open in expressing support for these 
rebels, whose representatives haw 
briefed administration official~ in 
the White House and the adjoining 
Executive Office Building. Today, 
Reagan made clear that he supports 
not only the government in El Sal­
vador against leftist rebels there hut 
also the anti-Sandinista guerrillas in 
Nicaragua. 

"Nicaragua is today a nation ahu~­
ing its own people and its neigh-

hors," Reagan said. "The J:(Uerrilla 
hands fighting in Nicaragua are try­
ing to restore the true revolution and 
keep the promises made to the OAS 
!Organization of American States]. 

· Jsn 't it time that all of us in the 
. Americas worked together to hold 
Nicaragua accountable for the prom­
i!:es made and broken four years 
ago?" 

In his spe('ch today Reagan used 
biting anti-communist rhetoric, most 
of it greeted silently by a union 
known for its anti-communism, and 
blamed the Soviets and the Cubans 
for most of the trouhle in the region. 

"There is a war in Central Amer­
ica that is being fueled hy the Sovi­
ets and the Cubans," Reagan said. 
"They are arming, training, supply­
·ing and encouraging a war to sub­
jugate another nation to commu­
nism-that nation is El Salvador. 
The Soviets and the Cubans are op­
erating from a base called Nicaragua. 
And this is the first real communist 
aggression on the American main­
land." 

sey. for such a commission, and Lloyd ' 
Cardinal Terence Cooke of New Bentsen (D-Tex.). Sen. Charles 

York and William Walsh of Project McC. !Mathias Jr. (R-Md.) and Rep. 
Hope also have agreed to serve, ac- ,Jack Kemp (R-N.Y.), who are also 
cording to the officials, and John S. among sponsors of the proposal, are · 
Silher, president of Boston Univer- expected to be two of the Republi- . 
sity, is expected to be a member. can counselors. 
The officials said two or three more According to a White -_House of-

Reagan praised members of Con­
gress of both parties for proposing 
the bipartisan commission on Cen­
tral America. But he warned that 
military assistance for El Salvador 
could not be put on the congression-

people may be added to the group. ficial who briefed reporteJS on Air 
Administration officials said that l F?rce One traveling f~om Andrews 

Kissinger, who met with senior of- Au Force Base to Florida today, the 
ficials in the White House late last · commission will report to Reagan by 
week, at first rejected being named Dec. 1 after studying "the nature of 
chairman of the commission, though 
he was willing to be a member. His 
resistance was based on the time he 



al back burner while the commission 
studies a wide range of proposals, 
probably including massive economic 
aid similar to the Marshall Plan that 
reconstructed Europe after World 
War II. 

While the commission is engaged 
in its study, Reagan, said, "we must 
not allow totalitarian communism to 
win by default." 

The 116,000-member Longshore­
men's union Reagan addressed today 
was one of the few to endorse him in 
the 1980 presidential campaign. 
Other presidents have shied from 
the ILA, which has seen more than 
30 officials, including 10 vice pres­
idents, convicted of racketeering, 
extortion and similar charges since 
1977. 

FBI Director William H. Webster 
has been critical of corruption in the 
union. White House spokesman 
Larry Speakes last week declined to 
respond to questions from reporters 
when asked about Webster's criti­
cism of the ILA. 
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said Gleason demonstrated ~the kind 
of integrity and loyalty that's hard 
to.come by today." 

The president was flanked by 
Gleason and Secretarv of Labor Ra\'­
mond J. Donovan as· he spoke. Al~o 
at the head table was Kemp, who 
accompanied Reagan when Gleason 
made his presidential endorsement 
on a windswept Buffalo pier in 1980. 

Reagan made several verbal stum­
bles during his speech, apparently 
because he was bothered by reflec­
tions on the teleprompters. Except 
for mentions of Gleason ·s name, his 
audience showed little enthusiasm. 

In his remarks, the president 5qid 
approvingly that "ILA" meant "I 
Love America," the slogan which also 
appeared on a banne·r on the wall of 
the Diplomat Hotel, where the union 
is holding its convention. 

"With a timely investment now, 
we can save freedom in Central 
America," Reagan said in concluding. 
"And I believe we must make that 
investment. I believe we haw a 
moral responsibility to do so. And I 
believe with \he help of organiza­
tions like the ILA we will succeed in 

Reagan praised Gleason, an op­
ponent of the administration's anti­
racketeering legislation who has said 
he invoked the Fifth Amendment 
and refused u-1 answer questions of a 
federal grand jury investigating . 
charges of ILA corruption. Reagan 

~ expanding freedom for the people o( 
Central America." : 

Staff writer David Hoffman cun~ 
tributed to this report. 



Into the Fray 
A Jfiiry l(issinge,· Returns 
To Li111elight, Controversy 

By Murrey Marder 
WashingtDn PosL Staff Wfit..!r 

Henry A. Kissinger was completely out of character yesterday, 
. . avoiding reporters seeking out his intentions as President Reagan's 
· appointee to head the new commission on Central America's military, 

political, economic and social turmoil. 
Since the start of the Reagan administration, there had been spec­

ulation that the irrepressible Kissinger would emerge in some prom­
inent administration post, over opposition of the Republican Party's 
extreme right wing. 

When asked to head the commission, Kissinger was surprised and 
extremely skeptical, and not because of false modesty, according to 
associates. That is never the issue in Kissinger's moves. 

Instead, his doubts apparently centered on whether he would be­
come enmeshed in a hopeless cause, they said, and for Kissinger that 
is exceptionally important. No other former secretary of state or na­
tional security affairs adviser has managed to remain as long at or 

• near the center of the world stage, lauded by admirers, excoriated by 
critics and, above all, unforgotten. 

, . NEWS A'\AU'SIS 

Conflicts in Nicaragua and El Salvador are not issues on which 
Kissinger has made public claim to expertise, nor do they evoke the 
high drama of great power clashes on which the Kissinger legend has 
been built. "I think it's a very unenviable job," one Kissinger associate 
said yesterday, adding, "unenviable, if not hopeless." 

Kissinger's close friends can always be counted on to make sup­
portive statements, maximizing obstacles that he must surmount. But 
in this case, one source said, Kissinger was deeply uncertain what to 
do about the commission post. 

"He was very negative about it, and they put a lot of pressure on 
him," the source said. 

Kissinger's prestige has been pounded recently by new controversy 
aroused by author Seymour M. Hersh in his book, "The Price of Pow­
er: Kissinger in the Nixon White House." Kissinger was almost apo­
plectic in challenging what Hersh set out as unending manipulations 
and duplicities by Kissinger. 

The appointment demonstrates, nevertheless, that Kissinger's 
name still carries enough prestige to interest the Reagan administra• 
tion, despite denunciation on the right flank. At a news conference 
yesterday, Richard A. Viguerie, publisher of Conservative Digest, said, 
"It would be difficult to find a spokesman less trusted by liberal and 
conservatives than Dr. Kissinger." 

Kissinger backers, however, said they found it ironic that for the 
second time the Reagan administration has called in principal foreign 
policy advisers who served the President Ford to help salvage 
foundering policy. Brent Scowcroft, national security affairs adviser to 
Ford when Kissinger was secretary of state, heads the continuing 
presidential Commission on Strafegic Forces, and Kissinger served as 
a counselor to the panel in its earlier advice on MX missile deploy­
ment. Kissinger now is chairman and Scowcroft vice chairman of the 
international consulting firm of Kissinger Associates. 

Central America was never a major focus of Kissinger's diplomacy, 
except for talks on the Panama Canal treaties, which Reagan strongly 
opposed. The administration presumably wants from him now not 
details but support and justification for its policies in a convincing 
global context. This can be a formidable test for Kissinger, for it can 
also generate renewed controversy about his diplomacy in Indochina 
and Chile. ' 



Old Debate 
·Revived 
Latin Unit Gets 
l\1ixcd Reviews 

By David S. Broder 
Washington Post Slatr Wrller 

President Reagan's deci­
t;ion to tum the political 
problem of Central America 
over to a bipartisan commis­
sion headed by Henry · A 
Kissinger drew mixed re­
views yesterday, reviving an 
old debate over the limits of 
partisanship in foreign pol­
icy. 

Senate Majority Leader 
· Howard H. Baker Jr. (R­
Tenn.) and House Majority 
Leader James C. Wright Jr. 
(D-Tex.) endorsed the com­
mission and applauded the 

NEWS A'\AtYSIS 

selection of the former sec­
retary of state as its head. 

But there was criticism of 
the Kissinger choice from 
both the political left and the 
right, with some Democrats 
warning that their party is 
making a mistake to "buy in" 
on Reagan's controversial 
Central American policy by 
participating in the commis­
sion. 

Nonethele!-s, Reagan re­
portedly enlisted four major 
Dem()('ratic political figures, 
AFL-CIO President Lane 
J(irkland, former Democratic 
naJional chairman Robert S. 
Strauss, Sen. Henry M. Jack­
son (D-W ash.) and Sen. 
Lloyd Bentsen (D-Tex.), 
chairman of the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Com­
mittee, as members of the 
commission or its congres­
sional advisory group. 

Kissinger, meanwhile, was · 
denounced yesterday at a 
news conference by leaders 
of several New Right groups 
as ~the mortician of Amer­
ican national interests." 

Rep. Tom Harkin (D­
Iowa), a liberal critic of Cen­
tral American policy, said 
that Kissinger's record is one 
of "total reliance on militar-· 
ism and power. I can't see 
an)thing good coming of it." 

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) said, 
"There may be someone in this 
broad land who is lower on my list of 
choices than Mr. Kissinger, but I 
can't think of him." 

Chairman of the Western Hemi­
sphere affairs subcommittee of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Commit­
tee, Helms said that he will call 
Kissinger before the panel to find 
out "what, if anything, he knows 
about Central America." 

The original Senate sponsors of 
the bipartisan commission idea 
adopted by Reagan said yesterday 
that they were pleased by his move. 
Jackson called it "a good first step," 
and said that Kissinger's "prestige" 
would be an asset for the commis­
sion. Sen. Charles McC. Mathias Jr. 
(R-Md.) said Kissinger "can be ob­
jective and independent. He doesn ·t 
have to carry water for anyone." 

But Rep. Michael D. Barnes (D. 
Md.), who co-sponsored a similar 
House resolution with Rep. ,Jack 
Kemp (R-N.Y.), said that he was 
"disappointed" after hearing Kissing­
er's name. 

"It sends the wrong kind of sig­
nal," Barnes said. "The ~atins best 
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commissions dealing with controver-
sial issues. · 

Twice before Reagan has turned 
this year to similar commissions in 
areas where public opinion and con­
gressional majorities were opposed to 
his policies. A bipartisan commission 
headed by Alan Greenspan, chair­
man of President Ford's council of 
economic advisers, came up with a 
compromise solution on Social Se­
curity financing. 

And a commission headed by 
Ford's national security adviser, 
Brent Scowcroft, gained at least 
temporary congressional support for 
continued funding of the MX mis­
sile. 

A White House aide said that the 
political purpose of the new commis­
sion is similar to the Scowcroft and 
Greenspan panels: to help cement 
Democrats to Reagan's goals and, if 
need be, to provide Reagan an um­
brella under which to make accom­
modations with critics. 

While the commission's mandate 
will focus on long-term issues in 
Central America, the official said. a 
secondary charge will be to "build a 
national com,ensus for the policy we 
h~ve~ . 

remember Kissinger as one of the · 
architects of our policy in Chile, I In both the previous cases, somf: 
which resulted in the overthrow of congressional Democrats complained 
the government. He's not known for that they lost an issue to use against 
his advocacy of development assist- Reagan and -saved him from political 
ance in the Third World." · 'embarrassment. They said that they 

Conservatives voiced the opposite fear the same thing will happen 
worry. Howard E. Phillips, head of again. 
the Conservative Caucus, called A Washington Post-ABC News 
Kissinger "the symbol of the aban- poll last month found that, by a 3-
donment of our own interests and to-2 margin, voters said they thought 
our own allies." Kemp, trying to Reagan and Democratic leaders were 
calm those criticisms, said, "I believe working against each other, rather 
he will do a good job. He wants to do than together, on Central America 
one." policy. 

Rep. Clarence D. Long (D-Md.), But the same poll found that a 
whose House Appropriations sub- plurality of voters said they thought 
committee on foreign operations Democratic leaders in Congress had 
must approve funds for Central "given in too much" to Heagan on 
America policy, said, "I hope it is Social Security. 
only a trial balloon .... I would like Sen. Christopher ,J. Dodd (D. 
to see it shot down. Conn.), who gave the official Dem-

"I think the commission idea is a ocratic response on television to Hea-
good one," Long said, "but I can't gan's speech on Latin America ear-

• imagine a person appointed to head lier t.his year, said yesterday that he 
· it up who would be lesi; likely to is concerned that "we can end up, as 

have the confidence of.Congress." we did with the MX, pulling the ad-
Behind the controversy that al- ministration's chestnuts out of the 

ways attends mentfrin of Kissinger fire. 
there was a larger dii;pute among 'The Reagan policy is not popu-
Democrats on the political wisdom lai:, The administration under,-tands 
of joining high-profile presidential that and will use this !commis<oinn] 

to.,minimize th,e damage." 
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Co11servatives outraged 
at Kissinger-appointntent 
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I · "In April I reported to Congress 
i R zel's goo[· that the problems ii:t Central 
I 'll J • . America have the P?tentia) to_ affe~t 

our national security. This 1s still 
J Dz·....., ,1 ans1,Her the case, and I ~~mt to reinforce it. 
I' j f lU, rt' 1 Many of our cmzens do not fully 

8 1' Jeremiah O'Leary 
W• :>HINGTON TIMES STAFF 

understand the seriousness of the 
situation, so let me put it bluntly: 
There is a war in Central America 
that is being fueled by the Soviets 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. - In a bold and the Cubans," Reagan said. Rea­
initiative to forge a national consen- gan lashed out at the Managua gov­
s us on his em battled Central ernment, charging it with carrying 
American policy, President Reagan out a revolution of broken prom­
yesterday named controversial for- ises. 
mer Secretary of State Henry A. "The consensus throughout the 
Kissinger to head a new bipartisan hemisphere is that while the San­
commission designed to seek long- dinistas promised their people 
term solutions for the troubled freedom, all they have done is 
region. replace the former dictat?rship 

The nine-member panel, similar with their own," Reagan said. He 
in concept to commissions that called the Sandinistas a "dictator­
worked out compromises in the ship of counterfeit revolutionaries 
Social Security and MX missile who wear fatigues and drive around 
controversies, was asked to report in Mercedes sedans and Soviet 

tanks with the promise of spread-
by Dec. 1. ing their brand of revolution 

Reagan announced the formation throughout Central America." 
of the commission in a speech to the Reagan said that since his report 
International Longshoremen's • b 
Association in which he sharply in April, Cuba has sent Its est-

known combat general to Nicara­attacked Nicaragua's leftist San- gua, and more Cuban troo~s and 
dinista regime on the eve of the Soviet supplies have poured in. 
fourth anniversary of its rev- "This cannot be allowed to con-
olution. tinue," Reagan declared. 

He called Nicaragua under San- He said the Soviets and Cubans 
dinista rule a nation that is abusing are arming, training, supplying and 
its own people and its neighbors. encouraging a war to subjugate 

The policy of the United States, another nation through commu­
Reagan said, is to provide a shield nism. That nation is El Salvador. 
of military training and assistance "The Soviets and the Cuban~ are 
to help the other Central American 'I operating from a base called Nica-
countries protect themselves ragua. This is the first real com_mu-

The president told :more than nist aggression on the American 
1,000 dockworkers that the blue- mainland" Reagan added. "We tend 
ribbon commission will lay the to forget ;ometimes that here in the 
foundation for a unified national Western Hemisphere we are 
approach to the freedom and inde- Americans from pole to pole." 
pendence of the countries of Cen- . By turning for the third t~me to 
tral America. · the commission concept m re-

While the commission will define sponse to a major national _debate, 
responses to meet the problems of the president was following the 
the region in the years ahead, Rea- advice of Sens. Henry M. Jackson, 
gan appealed for action by Con- D-Wash., and Charles McC. Mat­
gress now on his request for more hias, R-Md., and Reps. Michael 
aid to El Salvador. The membership Barnes, D-Md., and Jack Kemp, 
of the commission, designed to help R-N.Y. 
achieve a consensus between the Jackson has called for a "Mar­
administration and a balking Con- shall Plan" for the region, similar to 
gress on Central American policy, the massive infusions of American 
will be announced later this week help after World War II that helped 
by the White House. restore the economies oLWestern 

"In the meantime, we must not Europe. _. 
allow totalitarian communism to ' Reagan said it is well known that 
win by default," Reagan told the Central America suffers from dee­
dock workers. ades of poverty, social deprivation 

In the hard-line speech, Reagan· and political instability, and these 
said the guerrilla bands fighting problems are being exploited ~Y 
against the Marxist Sandinistas i-11 the enemies of freedom. He said 
Nicaragua are trying to restore the the United Stat~s cannot afford t?e 
true revolution and keep the prom- luxury of turning awa}'. from 1~s 
ises the Managua regime made to _. neighbors' struggles as if they did 
the Organization of American not matter, for there would beater-
States. · rible price for our neglect. 

To emphasize the repressive na- The president, speaking to one 9f 
ture of Sandinista rule, Reagan the more militantly anti-comma-
quoted from a Washington Times nist unions, said those who say 
dispatch from Honduras. The dis- democracy cannot work in Central 
patch said refugees were relieved America are talking "baloney, and I 
to have escaped from Nicaragua think we'd all say something 
and from the daily interference in stronger down on the docks." 
their lives. If democracy can work in "Costa 

Reagan's speech came on the eve Rica and Hondu~as, it can work in 
of a rare closed meeting of the El Salvador, Nicaragua, Guate-
House to debate whether to cut off mala," Reagan declared. "There ~s 
covert funding for anti-Sandinista still time for the peoples of Laun 
rebels. 

America to buffer a prosperr-us, ' 
peaceful and free future, and we 
have an obligation to help them for 
our own sake as well as theirs." 

Reagan said the union assembly 
of 1,300 stevedores at the Nicar~­
guan port of Corin_to found_ t~e1r 
meeting packed with Sandm1stas 
and that six union leaders were 
arrested for the presumed crime of 

. trying to develop ties with indepen­
dent trade unions. 

With a bow to 83-year-old ILA 
leader Thomas W. "Teddy" Glea­
'son, Reagan said, "If all _the long­
shoremen in Corinto are hke Toddy 
Gleason, the Sandinistas have a real 
fight on their hands. . 

"Isn't it time that all of us in the 
Americas worked together to hold 
Nicaragua accountable for the 
promises made and broken four 
years ago? " Reaga~ asked: 

"The dictatorship of Nicaragua 
is effectivly trying to destroy the 
budding democracy in El Salvador. 
El Salvador's revolution is one that 
is building democracy in co~tra~t 
with the corruptive revolution m 
Nicaragua which has repre~sed 
human liberties, denied free umons 
and elections, censored the pre~s, 
threatened its neighbors and v~o­
lated public pledges," Reagan said. 

The president said he re~lizes 
that human rights progres~ 1~ El 
Salvador is not all he would hk~ I~ to 
be. He asserted that the k1llmg 
must stop but said it must ~e real­
ized that much of the violence 
there, whether from the extreme 
right or left, is beyond the. contr?l 
of the go\"ernment. }-_le said he is 
committed to further improvement 
and needs American help. 



Capitol Hill 
reacts mildly 
By Bill Kline 
Wt.SHINGTON TIMl°S STAFF 

Conservative groups usually 
aligned with the White House on 
public issues expressed outrage 
yesterday at President Reagan's 

· · selection of former Secretary of 
State Henry A. Kissinger to lead a 
commission-style assessment of 
United States policies on Central 
America. 

On Capitol Hill, the reaction was 
mixed and crossed party lines. 

Some conservatives indicated 
they are so furious over the 
president's action that they may 
scrap a project to solicit broad con­
servative support for Reagan's ef­
forts in El Salvador. 

"The White House doesn't under­
stand," a puzzled and angry 
conservative spokesman told The 
Washington Times. "We've been 
meeting privately for weeks with 
(White House officials) to gin up a 
major mailing campaign among 
conservatives (to seek support for 
Reagan's Central America poli­
cies). This has almost killed that 
initiative. I don't know what they've 
gained (from the Kissinger ap­
pointment)." 

Conservative leaders - includ­
ing Richard Viguerie, publisher of 
The Conservative Digest, and How­
ard Phillips, head of The Conserva­
tive Caucus-convened a news con­
ference at the National Press Club 
to voice objections to the Kissinger 
designation, recalling in sharply 
critical language his role in the 
Vietnam War. 

Congressional supporters of 
Reagan's policies spoke favorably 
about the Kissinger appointment , 
while critics exhibited suspicion. 
The appointment came under im­
mediate and sharply worded fire 
from two congressional subcom­
mittee chairmen who deal with 
Central America. 

"There may be someone in this 
broad land who is lower on my list 
of choices than Mr. Kissinger, but I 
can't think of him," Sen. Jesse , 
Helms, R-N.C., chairman of the j 
Senate Foreign Relations Western , 
Hemisphere Subcommittee, said in 
announcing plans to call Kissinger 
before his panel to learn "what if 
anything he knows about Central 
America." 

Rep. Clarence Long, D-Md., 
chairman of the House Appropri­
ations Subcommittee on Foreign 
Operations, which considers funds 
to finance Central America policy, 
said, "I hope (the news of Kissin­
ger's appointment) is only a trial 
balloon and, as far as I am con­
cerned, I would like to see it . shot 
down. I think the commission jdea 
is a good one but I can't imagine a 
person appointed to head it up who 
would be less likely to have the con­
fidence of Congress." 

Also critical was Sen. Chris­
topher Dodd, D-Conn., an outspo­
ken critic of Reagan policy in 

Central America. "What we see is 
the same products being repack- · 
aged. looking toward a different 
public relations vehicle to sell a 
failed policy. I am highly skeptical 
about it (the commission). Govern­
ment by commission is not a good 
idea." Dodd said. 

However, Senate Republican 
leader Howard Baker, R-Tenn., said 
the choice of Kissinger was "an 
excellent idea." Sen. John Stennis, 
D-Miss., called the president's 
announcement "a necessary first 
step in achieving a national consen­
sus on a foreign policy in Central 
America" and said "things may 
have been different" had a bipar­
tisan panel evaluated U.S. policies 
in the Vietnam conflict. Sen. Dave 

. Duren berger, R-Minn., said Reagan 
"is on absolutely the right track in 
coming up with this commission." 

Sen. Paul Tsongas, D-Mass., said 
the Kissinger appointment "is a 
high-risk venture." He questioned 
"whether Henry Kissinger under­
stands the dynamics of the Third 
World" and criticized his "actions 

· concerning Angola , Cambodia and 
Chile," asserting he "focused on the 

' East-West view of those situations.'' 
' At the conservative press confer­
ence at the National Press Club, 
Viguerie said Reagan's choice was . 
"a political mistake" because it 
"would undermine the credibility 
of the commission and thus the 
president's own credibility on the 
issue of Central America." 

"This .. . will make it very dif­
ficult to get grass-roots conserva­
tive support for a Republican ticket 
in 1984," Viguerie said. "Dr. Kis­
singer was America's No. 1 foreign 
policy official when our foreign 
policy virtually collapsed, leading 
to the loss of Angola, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos. He bears much 
responsibility for the giveaway of 
the Panama Canal and for policies 
that winked at the continued Soviet 
domination of Eastern Europe. 

"It is important for the commis­
sion chairman to be someone 
trusted by a broad cross-seciton of 
the American people. It would be 
difficult to find a spokesman less 
trusted by liberals and conserva­
tives than Dr. Kissinger." 

Patrick McGuigan, reading a 
statement by Paul Weyrich, presi­
dent of Coalitions for America, 
called Kissinger "the mortician of 
American national interests (who) 
applies cosmetics to foreign policy 
problems and then buries them." 
His appointment, he said, "will 
make it difficult, if not impossible, 
to rally conservative support for 
the president's policies in Central 
America. The level of distrust 
toward Dr. Kissinger among grass­
roots conservatives is that high." 

The Conservative Caucus' Phil­
lips described Kissinger as "the 
architect of a 'no win' U.S. policy in 
Vietnam and ... the sym bolto many 
people throughout the world of U.S. 
abandonment of our own vital inter­
ests and of our own allies." The 
appointment, Phillips said, "will 
send the wrong message not only to 
millions of Americans who'would 
like to see a restoration of the'Mon­
roe Doctrine as the cornerst9ne of 
U.S. policy in Central America, it 
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will also send the wrong message to 
people who are on the front lines of 
the battle for freedom in El Sah·a­
dor and among the anti-Sandinista 
forces in Nicaragua." 

Retired Army Brig. Gen. Albion 
Knight, director of The Conserva­
tive Caucus' national security task 
force, said Kissinger symbolizes 
.. negotiation with the enemy (in 
Vietnam) for a short-term prag­
matic advantage which resulted in 
the loss of freedom for millions of 
people. 

"The situation in Central 
America is very much equivalent," 
Knight said. "If we forget that free­
dom is at stake in Central America 
and if we accept the same kind of 
recommendations that Dr. Kis­
singer gave the presidents regard­
ing Vietnam, then we will again 
have blood on our hands." 

Neal Blair, president of Free the 
Eagle, another conservative group, 
noted that, when he was cam­
paigning for the White House in 
1980, Reagan was critical of Kis­
singer as "symbolic of a military 
demise in America." He said Rea­
gan's decision is "disheartening to 
us." 

Alejandro Orfila, secretary­
general of the Organization of 
American States, welcomed "this 
presidential initiative which is 
designe.d to promote a long-term 
U.S. commitment to assist its clos­
est neighbors." 

Toss, the official Soviet news 
agency, said the commission is 
designed to "railroad" Reagan's 
policies through Congress and 
accused the administration of 
"planning to step up further CS. 
interference in Central America ." 
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Another problem, another area: 
Kissinger called in from bullpen 
By Richard Slusser 
"""-S>i!NGTON TIMES STAFF 

So Henry A. Kissinger, a peacemaker 
to some, a saber-rattler to others and a 
weak compromiser to others, is now to 
serve another president in another area 
of the world. 

Presidential appointments have be­
come such a habit for this diplomat of 
diplomats that the only question seems 
to be whether future presidents will run 
out of areas of the world whose prob­
lems he may be called upon to solve. 

President Reagan announced yester­
day that he is naming Kissinger to head 
another bipartisan commission, this one 
to recommend a solution to the troubles 
besetting Central America. 

Conservatives distrust Kissinger for 
the way he ended the U.S. involvement 
in Vietnam, which they view as a sellout, 
despite claims that the deal secured 
"peace with honor." 

Liberals regard him as the post­
Napoleonic era's Prince Metternich in 
1980s attire, seeking to create a big­
power concert of views at the expense 
of the rest of the world. 

Liberals as well as conservatives 
remember that he declared "peace is at 
hand" in Vietnam shortly before the 
1972 election, while the war dragged on. 

There was light at the end of the tunnel 
but the tunnel was longer than he 
thought. 

Remembered chiefly as Richard M. 
Nixon's secretary of state, Kissinger so 
dominated that office and that adminis­
tration's foreign policy that it is 
assumed - erroneously - he held the 
title for both of Nixon's terms. 

Whatever happened to the William P. 
Rogers, the man who was Nixon's first 
secretary of state and who held the title 
longer than Kissinger? 

Kissinger is what happened. 
Kissinger wrote speeches for Nelson 

A. Rockefeller in his race with Nixon for 
the Republican presidential nomination 
in 1968. 

By election time Nixon admired Kis­
singer more than Kissinger admired 
Nixon, and he promptly selected Kis• 

singer for national security adviser in 
his Cabinet. 

Kissinger filled his role as national 
security adviser so well that he finally 
became known as the de facto secretary 
of state. 

When Gerald Ford became president, 
one of his first announcements was that 
he was keeping Kissinger as secretary 
of state. 

One of Kissinger's greatest or worst 
accomplishments - depending on the 
beholder's political views - was the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
with China. Other than a group of ping­
pong players, Kissinger was the first 
American to visit China in years, a ploy 
he carried out in secret while pretend­
ing to be on a tour of Pakistan. 

In the 1971 Indo-Pakistani war, Kis­
singer and Nixon leaned toward Paki­
stan, as did China. India won, however. 
Pakistan lost its eastern wing - what 
now.is Bangladesh- and Nixon almost 
lost his secretary of state. 

Kissinger has received greater una­
nimity of praise for his handling of the 
Middle East situation following the 1973 
Yorn Kippur war between Egypt and 
Israel during Nixon's second term. Then 
he undertook a furious round of"shuttle 
diplomacy" to secure the peace. 

With his selection to head the Central 
America commission, Kissinger now 
will have served six of the last seven 
presidents. · 

Kissinger was out in the cold, diplp~_-. 
matically speaking, during the 
presidency of Jimmy Carter, but he kept · 
busy by writing, speaking, offering· 
advice to other people and lobbying for 
soccer's 1986 World Cup to be held in the · 
United States. And he continued g9irig 
out to parties, holding on to his re;,uta- . 
tion as a jet-setter secretary of state, · 
diplomatically and socially. · ·_ i 
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Kissinger may 
direct panel 

. . 

on C. America 
By Steven R. Weisman. 

• New York Times News Service 

W ASIIlNGTON President 
Reagan is giving "serious consider­
ation" to naming former Secretary 
cf State Henry Kissinger as chair• 
man of a bipartisan commission 
aimed at seeking support for the 
administration's policies in Central 
America, a senior administration 
official said Sunday. 

Reagan planned to call for cre­
ation of such a commission in a 
speech Monday to the International 
Longshoremen's Association in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said the offi-

~ cial, who did not want to be identi­
fied. - · ~ , . 

Henry Kissinger A White House spokesman, Peter 
Roussel, refused to comment Sun­
day night on the report An answer- vador, Guatemala and Honduras, 
ing service that responded to calls because of a generally deteriorat­
to Kissinger's home said that he ing military situation in Central 
was not in. America. 

The idea of , commission has Congress has been reluctant to 
won increasing'support within the approve this year's request of 5110 
administration since the approval million for military assistance to 
of a Senate resolution June 1s call- Central America countries, and ad­
ing for "a national bipartisan com- ministration defense specialists 
mission to address the serious long- have suggested that even more 
term problems of security, poverty money would be needed next year. 
and democratic development in Faced with the prospect of an in­
Central America." The resolution creasingly impatient public, 
was sponsored by Sens. Henry M. Reagan's advisers have been work­
Jackson, D-Wash., and Charles ing in recent weeks with allies in 
McC. Mathias Jr., R-Md. Congress to arrange for a commis-

Although Kissinger, who is now sion to examine all of the alterna­
a private consultant in New York, tives in Central America. 
does not have a record of expertise Jackson and Mathias, in calling 
or involvement in issues affecting for such a commission in June, said 
Central America, senior adminis- its goal would be to "build the nec­
tration officials are known to feel essary national concensus" on a . 
that he would add credibility to "comprehensive United States pol­
any effort by Reagan to win further icy'1 toward the region. 
support for his policies. -The commission would, in the-

Administration officials said ory, study the long-term problems 
in Central America even while 

Reagan was turning to the commis- Congress approves the president's 
sion approach after his requests for request for increased assistance. 
increases in aid for El Salvador and 
other countries in Central America The administration is also trying to 

prevent Congress from cutting off 
were rebuffed in Congress. - covert aid to rebel forces that are 

In addition, according to admin, seeking to overthrow the govern• 
istration officials, Reagan recently ment of Nicaragua, which Reagan 
has been asked to consider increas- has characterized as the primary 
ing the amount of military assist- supplier o( rebel forces in El Salva-
ance to the governments of El Sal- · dor. ' 
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Kissinger likely 
to get policy job 
BY A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRrTER 

Former Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger is expected to 
be named by President Reagan 
today to become chairman of a new, 
heavyweight bipartisan commis­
sion to make studies and policy rec­
ommendations over a wide range of 
American security and economic 
assistance options toward Central 
America. 

Well-informed administration 
sources said the final decision on 
the Kissinger appointment will be 
reached before the president , 
addresses the International Long­
shoremen 's convention in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., today. But the 
source said Kissinger is "heavily 
favored" on the list of possible 
chairmen and added, "We wouldn't 
be this far along if Dr. Kissinger 
was not willing to take on the job." 

for the governments being helped 
by the United States, then Congress 
will not spend so much time putting 
political land mines in the path of 
every U.S. policy initiative. 

Kissinger never showed much in­
terest in Latin America except in 
the case of Chile from the time the 
late Marxist President Salvador 
Allende took office in 1970 until he 
was overthrown by the military in 
September 1973. Kissinger was 
largely distracted by his peace­
making role after the Yorn Kippur 
War in the Mideast, by the opening , 
of diplomatic relations with China · 
and by the termination of the war in 
Vietnam. 

He was once quoted as saying, 
facetiously, "South America is a 
dagger pointed at the heart of Ant­
arctica." 

However, he has a special inter­
est in Mexico and has traveled in 
the region. As Kissinger's friends 
say, "Henry is a quick study." His 
credentials for resisting the spread 
of_communism are well-known, and 
this makes him politically akin to 
Reagan, Clark, Kirkpatrick and 
Reagan's essential constituency. 

Officials said the commission 

Kissinger, 60, who was an all­
powerful national security adviser 
to former President Richard M. 
Nixon and was secretary of state 
from 1973 through 1976, has not 
held public office since the end of 
the Ford administration . It is 
reported Kissinger has the ap­
proval of such key players as Rea­
gan's national security adviser Wil-

liam P. Clark and of U. N. 
Ambassador Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, 
as well as two senators instrumen­
tal in gaining acceptance for the 
commission strategy: Henry Jack-

son, D-Wash,and Charles Mee. Ma­
thias, R-Md. 

Official sources said last night 

, will be named in full later this week 
and that the president wants the 
panel to work with more than the 
usual speed because legislation 
affecting Central American policy 
is pending. Reagan probably wants 
the findings of the commission in 
his hands before he meets with 
President Miguel de la Madrid in 
Mexico in mid-August. 

· the commission would be made up 
of a cross-section of individuals 
from labor, the Hispanic and aca­
demic communities, business and 
former security officials. The idea 
sprang from the success Reagan 
achieved by using similar blue­
ribbon commissions on the difficult 
MX missile and Social Security sol­
vency problems as a bridge toward 
consensus with both parties in Con­
gress. 

The administration has been in a 
long0 running, far from successful 
battle with congressional oppo- . 
nents of increased overt and covert ' 
military assistance for El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala to halt 
the spread of Marxism in the Cen­
tral American region orchestrated 
from the Soviet Union, Cuba and 
Sandinista Nicaragua. 

Officials believe that if the com­
mission comes forth with a report 
that includes a sort of "Marshall 
Plan" for Central America -and 
strict human-rights _requirements 

It is understood that the State 
Department, increasingly being 
nudged out of the mainstream of 
policy toward Latin America, is not 
enchanted with the idea of having 
security and economic solutions for 
Central America originate with the 
study commission. But the White 
House is openly dissatisfied with 
State's performance in the region, 
and the big decisions are now being 
made by Reagan, Clark and Kirk­
patrick. Secretary of State George 
P. Shultz is fully occupied with the 
Mideast, arms contr.ol, China, 
NATO and scores of 1>.ther foreign 
policy matters. 

The primary function of the com­
mission will be to create a better 
atmosphere between Congress and 
the admninistration so the two 
branches are no longer at logger­
heads over how the United States 
conducts itself across the board. 

Reagan already has a special 
envoy for Central America, former 
Sen. Richard Stone, working to 
achieve an accommodation on El 
Salvador that will satisfy congres­
sional critics of military aid and 
perhaps lead to conditions under 
which the leftist rebels will partici­
pate in elections scheduled for late 
this year. 

But Stone is authorized only to 
negotiate how the the election will 
be conducted so that all Salva­
dorans can safely take part. He is 
not authorized to undercut the gov­
ernment in San Salvador by enter­
ing into negotiations with the rebels 
for power-sharing or anything else. 
The rebels, estimated at 4,000 to 
7,000, boycotted the last election in 
May 1982 and failed to prevent 

more than a million Salvadorans 
from turning out to vote. 

There will be no members of the 
administration or of Congress on 
the commission but - as it is now 
conceived - the commission would 
have broad authority to consult 
with Central American govern­
ments and other political entities. 
The basic policy of the United 
States is not to negotiate the terms 
of power with opposition forces in 
Central America, but the Salva­
doran election and nearly every 
other aspect of the U.S. relationship 
with the region are open for discus­
sion. 

High on the list of problems is 
that of human rights and U.S. pres­
sure on El Salvador to bring to jus­
tice those on the government side 
who took part in the murders of 
American nuns and labor officials 
there. The White House hopes a 
broad program to deal with the 
social and economic issues will 
bring congressional acquiescence 
to the covert and open military 
assistance being given to El Salva­
dor, Honduras and the anti­
Sandinista Nicaraguan forces . 

Reagan returns to Washington 
today after speaking at the opening 
of the International Long­
shoremen's Association convention 
in Fort Lauderdale and meeting 
with Jewish leaders in Florida. The 
ILA represents more than 116,000 
dockworkers under the leadership 
of 83-year-old Thomas W. Gleason. 

The longshoremen are militantly 
anti-communist and often have set 
their own foreign policy by refus­
ing to load or unload ships in com­
merce with the Soviet Union and 
other Communist nations. 

- Jeremiah O'Leary 



Kissinger to Head New 
Central ·America Panel 

Reagan Says Group Will Seek Bipartisan Policy 
for Trouble<J. Region; Report Expected by Dec. 1 

By ELEANOR RANDOLPH, Times Staff Writer 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla.-In an ap­
parent attempt to expand support 
for his Central American policy, 
President Reagan announced Mon­
day that former Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger will head a 
bipartisan commission to determine 
ways to bring "freedom and inde­
pendence" to troubled Central 
America. 

Speaking to a convention of the 
International Longshoremen's 
Assn., Reagan said he will continue 
to push for "a shield of military 
training and assistance to help our 
neighbors protect themselves" from 
Soviet and Cuban troops who he 
said have produced "the first real 
Communist aggression on the 
American mainland" in Nicaragua 
and El Salvador. 

lions with Panama on the treaties 
that returned the Canal Zone to 
Panamanian sovereignty and will 
lead to full Panamanian control of 
the Panama Canal itself by the year 
2000. 

To an audience that sat quietly 
and did not applaud Kissinger's 
appointment, Reagan said that Kis­
singer is "a very distinguished 
American, outstanding in the field 
of diplomacy, virtually a legend in 
that field." 

The appointment of the commis­
sion, a proposal that has been 
pushed in recent weeks by con­
gressmen representing a wide range 
of political views, came during one 
of the President's toughest speeches 
to date on his fears that Soviet and 
Cuban forces in Nicaragua are try­
ing to destroy the "budding democ-

. Controversial Firure racy" in El Salvador. 
However, he said that Kissinger's "There is a war in Central Ameri-

commission. which is expected to ca that is being fueled by the 
submit a report by Dec. 1, will work Soviets and the Cubans," the Presi­
on "a long-term, unified approach" dent said. "They are arming, train­
to U.S. policy toward Nicaragua, ing. supplying and encouraging a 
Honduras and El Salvador. war to subjugate another nation to 

The choice of Kissinger, a contro- communism. That nation is El Sal­
versial figure who has been criti - vador." 
cized by both liberal Democrats and Saying that the Soviets and Cu­
conservative Republicans, provides bans are operating from a base in 
the former secretary of state with Nicaragua, the President said: "This 
his first official platform in the is the first real Communist aggres­
Reagan Administration, even sion on the American mainland. We 
though he has advised Reagan's l tend to forget sometimes that here 
foreign policy team unofficially on in the Western Hemisphere we are 
such issues as the Middle East and Americans in every country from 
the MX missile debate. . pole to pole." Reagan also criticized 

Kissinger served as secretary of the rulers of Nicaragua, which to-
st.ite UIJQC'r Republican PresidenL'- . day celebrates th_e _fourth anni~er,­
Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. ; sary of the Sand1rusta re_volut1~n s 
Fo d but Reagan's traditional con- ~ overthrow of the dictatorial regime 
se:v~tive followers have made it • of President Anastasio Somoza, as 

clear over ~e . years that thef leaders in a "revolution of broken 
believe that _Kissinger was too i50 t promises." 
on the Soviets w_h~n he he ped He called the Nicaraguan gov­
negotiate suc? policies as detente ernment "a dictatorship of counter­
with the Russians. . . revolutionaries who wear fatigues 

Reagan supporters booed K~m- and drive around · in Mercedes sc­
ger at the Republican N~tional dans and Soviet tanks and whose 
Convention in 197~. pnmanly !0r current promise is to spread their 
his perceived role m the negolia- brand of 'revolution' throughout 

Central America.'.' 
The President also defended the 

government of El Salvador, which 
has been criticized in international 
circles for not controlling death 
squads that may be responsible for 
the killings of several thousand 
Salvadoran people in the past year. 
"Peaceful change has not always 
been easy or quick," the ,President 
said. "We realize the human-rights 
progress in El Salvador is not all we 
would like it to be. The killing must 
stop." · 
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'Beyond Government Control' 

"But you have to realize much of 
the violence there-whether from 
the extreme right or left- is beyond 
the control of the government," the 
President said. 

The President also said, "Most of 
our aid (in Central America) is not 
military at all." and he added 
"America's emphasis in Cent rai 
America is on economic and social 
progress, not on a pqrely military 
solution." 

Reagan's speech to th e ILA, 
which endorsed him in his 1980 
presidential campaign, drew two 
standing ovations but also bewil­
dered looks as he discussed Central 
_America policy, a subject that many 
of the dock workers found affects 
their lives less directly than eco­
nomic and trade policies . 

The ILA and Thomas W. (Teddy ) 

Gleason, its president of 18 years, 
werf:' the subject of a five- year 
investigation by the Justice Depart­
ment in the 1970s. Gleason, who was 
not charged, nevertheless was criti­
cized by key members of Congress 
for not purging union officials con­
victed of racketeering and embez­
zlement. The investigation resulted 
in the conviction of more than 1,000 
union and shipping officials, accord­
ing to Senate committee documents. 

However, Reagan praised the 
union and Gleason for their "gener­
ous support and encouragement." 

''I'll tell you what I've always 
liked about Teddy: He sticks by his 
union; he sticks by his friends, and 
he sticks by his country-the kind 
of integrity and loyalty that is hard 
to come by today," Reagan said. 



~- 'Constituency Building' Called Panel Aim 

Mainstream Support 
for Latin Policy Sought 
By RUDY ABRAMSON, Times Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON-The Reagan 
Administration hopes to use its new 
blue-ribbon commission on Central 
America as a device to generate 
more mainline political involvement 
in U.S. Latin American policy and to 
move away from battle lines be­
t ween "committed liberals and 
hard-line conservatives," according 
to sources who took part in the 
planning of the panel. 

The Administration was still 
seeking candidates for the new 
panel after former Secretary of 
State Henry A. Kissinger's appoint­
ment to head it was announced by 
President Reagan. The sources said 
the White House is looking for 
well-known figures who are per­
ceived as political moderates in 
order to generate more public sup­
port for U.S. efforts against leftist 
insurgents in El Salvador and the 
leftist government in Nicaragua. 

II-Member Commhsion 
Concerned that Reagan's Latin 

American policy speech to a joint 
session of Congress earlier this year 
had failed to stir much support, the 
Administration intends to use the 
Kissinger panel for "long-term con­
stituency building," the sources 
said, while U.S. special envoy Rich­
ard B. Stone "tries to keep the 
pressure off on the charge that the 
Administration is not interested in 
negotiation." 

The decision to bring Kissinger, 
who is considered anathema to 
many of Reagan's most loyal politi­
cal supporters, into a highly visible 
policy role came less than three 

months after Stone was named 

~~~ e3~ind~~~ :S ~~~v:Jt: i 
assistant secretary of state for in­
ter-American affairs and replaced 
by Langhorne A. Motley, the U.S. 
ambassador to Brazil. 

State Department spokesman 
Alan Romberg said that the ap­
pointment of the nine-member Kis­
singer commission will affect nei­
ther Stone's presidential mandate to 
seek negotiations in Central Ameri­
ca nor the State Department's over­
all policy management. 

Stone met privately Monday with 
members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee to discuss his 
trip to Central America earlier this 
month. He returned to the United 
States prematurely after failing in 
efforts to talk with representatives 
of El Salvador's leftist rebels. Rom­
berg said that Stone probably will 
return to the area shortly to renew 
his efforts. 

But a participant in discussions 
leading to formation of the new 
commission said Stone's role may 
now be considerably diminished. 
Congressional sources, who de ­
clined to be identified, said that the 
former Florida senator already has 
had sharp disagreements with Ad­
ministration officials over the ex­
tent of efforts to negotiate with 
lefist insurgents. 

Ire of Conservatives 
Reagan's announcement of Kis­

singer's appointment Monday 
brought immediate and angry reac­
tion from leaders of conservative 
organizations that have long disa­
greed with the former secretary of 
state on policy matters. 

Instead of "simply naming Dr. 
Kissinger to sell an ill-defined Cen­
tral American policy," said Conser­
vative Caucus leader Howard Phil­
lips, "it would be far wiser for the 
President to clearly' spell out to the 
American people what his policy in 
Central America is, and then rally 
people behind that standard." 
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Richard Viguerie, publisher of the 
Conservative Digest, called the de­
cision to bring Kissinger into Latin 
American policy-making "a serious 
mistake" and warned that the action 
will "make it difficult for the Presi­
dent to get grass-roots support for a 
Republican ticket in 1984." 

"It would be difficult," Viguerie 
said, "to find someone less trusted 
by liberals and conservatives than 
Dr. Kissinger." 

Moderates' Interest Sought 
Nevertheless, advisers on Central 

American policy said the Adminis­
tration concluded that it had to do 
something to develop more interest 
by political moderates in the U.S. 
role in Latin America. 

Stone's appointment as special 
envoy was virtually forced upon the 
Administration by Rep. Clarence 
Long (D-Md.), chairman of the 
House Appropriations subcommitee 
on foreign operations, who threat­
ened to hold up funds for El Salva­
dor unless a special ambassador was 
named. 

Stone's nomination was widely 
criticized on grounds that he had no 
diplomatic experience, but Long 
said Monday that he thinks the 
sp~cial envoy is "doing about as 
well as you can. But I hesitate to 
praise anybody," Long added, "for 
fear he may be fired." 
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Kissinger! Good heavens! 
Government by commission is a cop-out 

undertaken by an administration too scared 
- or confused - to lead. Already, the Rea­
gan administration has resorted to the 
Greenspan commission, which did little but 
paper over the cracks in Social Security, and 
the Scowcroft commission, which did a bit 
better in advancing the cause of the MX 
missile originally botched by the White 
House. Now - sigh - here's the president 
turning to another commission, this time for 
help on a Central American policy being 
ripped apart by Congress because the 
administration failed to define that policy 
clearly and then stick to it. 

And naming Henry Kissinger to head the 
commission - well, it's more than dis­
heartening that the Reagan administration 
thinks it can't run the government without 
him. Choosing him of all people says a whole 
lot about how tight is the box the admin­
istration has got itself into. Had it mounted 
a full attack on the wretched and restrictive 
Boland Amendment, had it not tried to pla­
cate the loud congressional opposition 
instead of consistently and energetically 
asserting what's at stake in Central 
America- ah, well , we've bemoaned all that 
before. 

Of course, one reason the administration 
hasn't been able to go over Congress' head 
to muster public opinion behind its Central 
American policy is that there is no public 
opinion on the issue. Remember that recent 
poll showing only a dismal 8 percent of 
Americans having the foggiest idea of 
whom the U.S. supports in in the region and 
why? 

Thus, if one of the severest problems fac­
ing the Reagan administration in fighting 
against Marxist penetration of our back­
yard is public ignorance or indifference 
(take your choice), Kissinger is certainly 
the man to command the widest possible 
attention for the Reagan policy. Kissinger 
remains a household word. 

But what's the policy he'll be bringing to 
the public's attention? If it's one Mr. Reagan 
truly believes in, then why isn't the presi­
dent himself defining and explaining it to 
the public? 

And what's the message for this nation's 
friends trying to resist Marxist insurgency 
in Central America and elsewhere? That 
Henry Kissinger is going to bring the peace 
to Central America that he helped bring to 
Vietnam? The phony peace he swallowed 
and called "honorable"? 
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Le,tthe .Presid,erit C0nd1:1et f :oreign f''olicy 
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The MXmissiie 1is a dangerous·weaP,9n the opposition argued, we can no longer ef- · the president can't- produce agreements 
and nerve gas is terrible stuff, butHIDerals fectivejy make an issue of the actual use\of . t]1rough t011gh-guy bargaining, or if he .. 
and D.~moqa,,ts 9:re getting ~)lemselves.irt.to t herriical warfare by the , Sov,i~LUnipP,)n . " seems to, be _bargJi.irijng iri bad Jaith>the 
cl!Jl untenable:·pos~tiot,1 br lr~fto ~ill'these Afghani_stan, and by their safellifef ih programs auth0fized :•i!I 1983 cap be de-au-
two pr.pgram& righr nbw tn Congress. .. ''. Southeas.t Asia> Also, we would ,/ 'escalate thorized in 19'8$."No MXs are sGheduled for 

· In. 1980, the · people of .the U.~:,, bless •. tMi arms·race" to new levels and 'cause·fhe deployment, ,anyway, uhtil 1986.' . .·· ' . 
them, :. did elect ''Rdn_q.ld, Reagan as presi- · negotiating atmosphere in Geneva' t0 rdete- . Congressional , pressure .on President . 
dent. According to_ tradition and .the Consti- tiorate. · . . . '·. · Reagan has produced some good resuits}Lt-' 
tutio'n, and\bY ·re~~on of practical_ neces- For the president's · side, . Sen . . John · led to appointment of the ,Scbwcroft Cot\'J-,'. 
sity, . thn;ires.ident is responsfbJe for con, Tower responded by reminding the S~ifate· mission, out of whtch came a cornpr9m\&~ · 
ducti~g '{} ,~: foreign ,,p.olicy', ' ~~d ,'Mt, Rea_-,., t hat' Germany ~n W9rld .yv_a:.r U \¥:as 'de- .wher~by 'the Pf,esi_qent, Yi?~ld ~e.t_the · ~ ; , 
gan sh.oµld~, be allowed· t~ con~uctn L, :ter.red Jrom usmg i;:hem1cal wa~Jiare by buh liis arms-C:ontrol cnt1cs would get 4ct-:: 
, T\Iis ooj iously 1,<;j'oesn't m_ean ' that Coq- :kribwlect·ge· that .· the Allies· ~ould\i do . the j ustrhents·,in hi~ START negdti~tlng stdt' 

gre_ss hasn,;t any ;)l'ower.) ? a:~fect J or:eign same. He said tha:t t-he Spviets !Jp,v.en't .any . .;.. ~gy 'a;r,id a commitllJent to depfoy a: sih'gfo~ · 
polI~Y. and must let a pres1<;1ent- do entirely ) ncen,tive 'to negotiate a: .eheJiil.iia.r ban .be- · warttead missile system. •·" • 

· · cause they are far ahead in cherriical0 wa,r- _But, out of anti-nuclear passion or hoper. 
Vie . , oint · . fare preparation. , · . ·. . .. , of partisan ~dvantage in_19~4, many Demo-

,'.. wp, . Sen. Tower recalled "a ch1llmg thmg · cr~ts seem mtent on wrec-kmg the .compJi~;~ 
· . . ·· .. said to me at Geneva on·e time when I .was ·m1se by cutting off funding' for the ~ :. 

by Morton M. Kondracke e]Jgaged iri conversation with · b:]e~a,ndr'. On groun6s of arms control, prai;:tiq~l .} 
Shchllkin, . the scientific advi~er to the -So- · politics and their · own · credibility, thou'gb

1
,, 
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,. . - . ,, viet negotiator on SALT II. 1' said, to/him, ; Democrats ,should, let the president' ha,/e,1.1 
as,.-he pfe4ses.~1Esp,ecia:il&_ when a';'presi- . • 'We have unilaterally giverl up the ·El·-1'• tiis MX this year. · ' · ~ 
dent's policy' see.ms tto be•· 'leading inevita- bomber. Wliat will you do in response?;.He , ·There are·some ,irtdications that the So-: ' 
bly to 'war or disaster, ·the Cqngress sh,ould said to n;ie, 'Senator, I am !'!'either a paci- viets _jµst now have -decided to agree f~\:; . 
intervene. , ·. · · fist.nor a philanthropist." ' .· major cuts in their strategic arsenal. If the~; 
. But that iiri't the situation PI'.evailing . On both nerve gas and the MX, the R~a- Reagan strat~gy is working, then the petj'i~; .. 
•with .the ,MX· artd tiina,iy. JJei'Ve, gast whieh i: ga1ittheory of negotiating is fo 'bu.Hd Up to:< oqats woajd ,0,e·wofking against ai:ms \:On-
Jfa:ve ;,been voted .down '· or-,.narr:0wly iiiis 0 -.l: 011ild tl0wn-to oreate tnreat$ ~{6)tffe' :so\ri- : '{tGl·1JQ del'!Y Nm 'bi!? lever. , '·· ,, 
t8!ined in congressional 'action t eGent13/' a)ircl. ,, ,. ets·· position SO'• as to i:nd\.ice ilferrffo negffti( . ' ' Somei''.bemocrats think they Would, han~'_. 

, remain in precarious condition,· ate arms reductions. · · away a potent ','peace · issue" in 1984 • ~y,:1 
II( botb ca~es, th_e JJ.r:gti.ment concerns . · , . , . · •... . funding the MX, but that,isn't so:at all. E,v;·,; 

how best to negotiate with the Soviet Un- No one. ~ctuapy knows _which side_ of the. ery single Demo\:i'p.tic presidentia;l -tandi,,F 
ion. The presJdent ancl his opposition have argument is correc,t, but it should give op- .date is against_ the MX, so the 110ters kn~~ ; 
very diffetel),Udea~. iM\Ikh :wer~ illustrated ponents -of the pres1den.t pause to_ know.that -· that it won't be deployed if qrt~ of them,it~:i 
· July'l3., dutil'!g the Senate. de bat~ on the au- ... the f8:ther of the Soviet hyd~ogen -bomb, -elected. L~t,the .·MX and the rnaJ nucre:8:J\ ~ 
,'th<;>rizatj9n,of nei:ve-ga~· production. ·: Andrei _Sakh,arovr Suppor~s _him;-a\ le~§t , bargaipiiig strafegi,es be,, a: 1,11ajor .. GfLJUt 

, B,oth :$1~es,' ag11eed .thah neg0tiations in - on .~he _issue of heavy _m_issiles. , 1'. i. '// •. , t p1jign• issue· and see' wl\at the' ele,ctorate'''t, 
· ·qe)iev:a:' '{~t )P:L if1terna:tional,. agreement . ~Ile the U:S.S.R. 1? 1P. ~he le~~<ip}n1~. ,'. tNpks. . . . • ·. · . 'i _ 1!+ 
bah,hing·/'.'cthewt~al-warfare agents have field.,; Mr. _Sakharo_v wrQte m ,a r,~c~pJ)~t ·': :. ·•,: 'Finally, Democratic credibility is :}t< _ 
be~ri1'st¥Ji?.J~c1;1acrgely by :lack of Soviet co- ... ter: t~er~ is very llttle ch_a~c~ of it~\~!l,Sily ,. -stl3!ke. Those who favqr a U.S .'-Soviet nu- ; 
02er.aJio1J/ ,1'he qµestion . was how '. best · to ,, "~~l!nqmshmg t!J~tJead. 1f Jt .J~ ne._£ess~~ to •:-., clear freeze-including five but of :the Sil§_? 

'-g~t '.,tne· raues' -moyJng. . . , . , · , . ,<:spend ii_ ff.v !?.11!10~ dol\ari, qn .MX n,us~il~s ,:,,- Democratic presi4entiaL candi'daJes-s1i,y:/( 
_<i • , · ~er;ve;~gs,, opp('ifients_, led by J?~mocra.t < .to al~er th~s s,ituatmn, th~~ t~rhap_~, tr1t1s ·.· t~at it.will };le mutual, verifja:qle and n,egp~:; 
-· 1, 1,f)aVIJ;!,.:Pcy.or, of ,Af,\rnnsas, argued .that-'lllie ,.what._the WeSl muSt do. ' ·11;:.:,,,.,,,; .,:':··t1ated, An MX cutoff by Congress const,1- 1 . 

, , :y ·.s:;..:,, ~lro4!a m,~jflJain the . moral· "hjgl!t .. · The' pr'eSide~t·s rr~gotiating str;~!~W- de- · _tH.ites unilateral disarmament of the prest :;. 
:), J;-f0WJg'/ l:fy,fol'&'OI!lg prQduct1on and.shou)p , serv,es ,a• try. H~ was eieote.d-:r.r.es1d~nt,;~n~, . dent. ·'' 
i--· ' ;ke.ep;J hteP1;'(ati9pal opinion focused ~orf"So;. 'the Sqvi.ets ·areq't philaht]frbpi$tss.•· :IF,ni~. 
:,

1 :,_~e.fi~}nt!)cl,nsigente, .:,;'' . ; · . .·•'· ,.isn't the Sa:rriE?as yi\ting, t0 -gef tff(~,$:··in(0 
'i; '.{} :' 1~1f;t11e,»U,§:,,g9es a,he~q with pr,~ctvc:tt~n, ·,,>a war . . T\Iese- ar~ · i:e;v;,er,siblf:!•ide¢Jsfons, ''•If 

~r ··.,,-:;,·,·p.-::(/if·' · • ... \• ··s' ;!) ,..,,.._, .. · · ;_ , ·; ·! · ' ·· - '""· :, . · .. , 

Mr, · Kondtacke , is executiv'e editor of 
the New -Repu.blic. . ,di+·., 
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