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THE WHITE HOQUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Bethesda, Maryland)

PRESS BRIEFING
BY
LARRY SPEAKES

July 14, 1985

Bethesda Naval Hospital
Bethesda, Maryland

5:32 P.M. EDT

IiR. SPEAKES: We'll make this fairly quick so we can all
go home. All in all, the President has had an excellent day. The
doctors -- Dr. Oller and Dr. Hutton, just spent a few minutes with
the President just moments ago. The President has been up and walked
about his room briefly today. He spent about 45 minutes sitting in a
chair and reading. IHe is now sitting very comfortably in bed and
reading; he's reading Louis L'Anour's new book. Vital signs are
gooda.

Mrs. Reagan has been here since 10:00 a.m. this morning.
She was in and visited with him for a fair amount of the morning and
through the noon hour and then she left him alone for mid-afternoon
to read and hopefully nmap. But I don't think the President has taken
a nap. If it has, it's been very brief. I think he's loocking
forward to a good night's sleep, but he's been enjoying his reading
in the afternoon.

Near as I can teli, that's the 1list.
v Who wrote the book again?

MR, SPEARES: Louis L'Amour's book —-- that's one of his

favorite writers. He writes western =-- right? Western novels?
< Yes.
e -—- name of the book?

MR. SPEAKES: What's the name of the book?
[MR. ROUSSEL: I don't know. He's got a bunch of them.

MRk. SPEAKES: Get today's Times -- I think it's the
newest book.

Q Was it the riedal of Freedom he gave Louis L'Amour
two years ago or --

MR. SPEAKES: I think it was. Yes.

Dalev?

6] Did Mrs. Reagan have lunch with him?

MR. SPEAKES: ©She had lunch, but he didn't eat.
0] Is she well?

MR. SPEAKES: Is she well? Yes. She's fine.

Q Well, it was reported that she looked kind of
wobbly.
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MR. SPEAKES: Also it was reported that she brought in a
picture of John Wayne. That was Duke Reagan riding horses, not John
Wayne. 5o -- no picture of John Wayne, sorry.

c Larry, any other business today -- budget, foreign
policy discussions?

MR. SPEAKES: No, not really. Don Regan went home
shortly after noon -- 1:00 or 2:00 p.m. this afternoon -- maybe it
was closer to 2:00 p.m., and he's talked in here by phone. He talked
to Mrs. Reagan to check on the President. But, other than that,
there has not been any major business.

Q Did the President talk to --

Q Any plans for any visits tomorrow, or what's the
outlook =~-

MR. SPEAKLES: Chances are that the -- some of the members

of the staff will be out early in the morning to chat with the
President and get kind of marching orders for the day.

o ~- the ones you talked about this morning?

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not sure who'll come, but we'll have it
in the morning for sure.

9] Will the Vice Presicdent take over the Congressional
meeting and some of the other things.

MR. SPEAKES: I really haven't talked to anybody about
that. No Congressional meeting scheduled tomorrow, I don't believe.

¢ Tuesday.
MR. SPEAKES: So, Emery?

Q As near as you can tell, what time do you expect
results tomorrow on the tests being conducted?

iR, SPEAKES: Can't be specific, DEmery? They told us 48
hours and whether that would be early atfternoon, late afternoon or
whatever, I just don't know.

0 Anc as near as you can teil, about what time,
approximately, might you brief the first time tomorrow?

iR. SPEAKE3: I think about 10:00 a.m. As socn as I get
a chance to chat with the doctors in the morning and see the
President briefly. It may run a little later than that because we'll
be coming out here after our meetings at the White House in the
morning.

Sheilah?
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Q You said earlier tinat tiie President was virtually
pain-free this morning. Have you taliked to him about how comfortaple
he is since tnhen?

MR. SPENAKES: Yes, he is very comiortapble. Hasn't nad
any major complaints avout any discomtfort. He has had no further
pain medicine.

V) Did the President talk to anyocine on tne phone today?
MR, SPEAKES: I don't taink so, Jonn.

Q Larry, wiat is your reaction to the Loadon Observer
plece today that said the President wmay have elected not to have
surgery last year on his colon =-- or at ieast exploratory surgery --
pecause of the election. Do you know that story tnat I am talking
apout?

MR. SPEAKES: No, I didn't get my London Observer before
I left home tinis morning -- (laughter) -- pbut, no, I wonder how the
London Observer would Know tiat?

Q They quote meaical sources close to the (uite House
atedical team.

¥ Waiter Mondale. (Lauygnter.)

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, propably so. I didn't know tiie London
Owserver had any sources close to tine medical -- I don't Know now
tney got tihat.

No, tne Presideat didn't. Tnat is not true. That is all
POPPYCOCK, as the Britisn would say. (Laugiter.)

Q Could you descripve the President's frame of wnind
today?

MR. CPEAKES: Tne President's fraime of miad is excellent.
de feels weli. lIle, you know, is always cnomping at the it to do a
lictle Dit more tnan ti:e doctors want hiwm to do, but ne nas nad a
good day. All in all it nas just peen a first-rate first day atter
suvgery.

Q \nat about messayes from foreign icaders?

MR. SPLCAKES: There nave been a numoer. We don't nhave a
totai to ygive you because tney inave come in from -- aic a number of
different piaces. Some have come directly here to tne nospital, and
otners have come througil the dipiomatic tinings at the Wnite House.
But tihere are a goodliy numper of European, Pacitfic Rim, Centrai
American nations. I don't know aoouc tihe Joviets. Did we ever get
anything?

MR. ROUSSLL: I doa't know.
¥IR., SPLAKEGS: Somewvody cneck witih tue services.

v Could you try to have a posting on that eituer
tonignt or toworrow morning, Laryry?

MR, SPIAKEE: e wilil try to get sometning tonorrow
morning. We just want to be all-inclusive because somebody may have
sent one and if we don't mention it, then they wmignt be put out tnat
we aidn't mencion tneirs.

Q Are you reieasing a picture of tine President?

MR. SPEAKE3Z: Yes, I am glad you mentioned that. There
is a photo and we wiii have tihem here -- how soon do you tnink?
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Where is Mark? fe may be working on it at tne moment.

MS. BRISLEY: The driver is on the way.

MR. WEINBERG: Twenty wminutes.

MR. SPEAKES: Twenty minutes, okay.

Q One picture?

MR. SPECAKES: It is a photograpin of a First Family Kkiss.
The President is in bed. He is more or less seated. He 1is raising
up in the bed, puckered, and gives Mrs. Reagan a kiss on the lips.
It is the instant before tihe kiss, not guite as good as =--

Q Vanity Fair.

MR. SPEAKLEC: Mot guite as good as Vanity Fair.

Q Wnen was 1t taken? Was it taken --

MR. SPSARES: It was taken snortly after sne got here
tnis morniang.

G Larry, is tnere any sign of fever or infectuion?

MR. SPEAKES: ot titat I aw aware of. It is quite common
for, in tnhe post-~operative first couple of days ~-- in fact it is
almost normal -- to nave a slightly elevated temperature. The
President's may be up just a notcn, but well under 100 and there is
no problem =-- gothiing unexpected.

Go, Dale.

o) I think you said tinis worning tnat tie Presideat
would quite likely be readiny some priefing papers during the day.
Did he do tnat?

. SPEAKLG: I tinink he ygot lhiis national security
briefing paper, out tnat is apout tne exteant of -~ ne knows
everytning else, so ne doesn't need to do any ceadiny.

Q Larry, could you be a little bit mure specific about
tunat temperature? You said, "notning I am aware of,"
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but thnen you said, "Under a nundreu." we were told tihis morning,
“rock stable." Could you tell us what his temperature nas been?

MR, SPEAKES: 1I really don't nave a count -- a number on
it, Mike, but sligitly over the 98.6 that is normal tor some people.
But it's certainly normai in a post-operative period to have an
elevated temperature. Doctors have not =-- rarely have a patient that
doesn't have a bit of temperature in the first couple of days. But
it's well under a nundred, and there's absoiutely no problem. Tnat's
normai.

Q And they do not pelieve that there's any intection
at this time?

MR, SPEAKES: No, tney do not. The doctors listened to
his liunygs this afternoon, very good sihape.

Q Still no other medication?

MR, SPEAKES: No otner pain medlcation, antibiotic
medication continues.

Q barry, were there any phnotoygrapns taken during tne
operation =--

M. SPEAKES: No.

W -- for nistoricai purposes?

MR, SPEAKES: No, there were not. Tnese are tine first
photoyraphs made of tihe Presiuent since ne waiked in Friday afternoon
and sSn0OK inands witn tie doctors at the door wbefore nis examinatiou.

Sneilain and then I'Ll come PDack ==

Q Do tne doctors, after seeing tne President again
tunis attecnoon, are tney stiil so impressed vy his recovery?

MR, SPoAKES: Apsolutely. Absolutely, totally. They
vecome wore lumpressed by the nour.

Meulcal tady tiere, yes, na'am, you.

Q Yes, does the Presiuent have any side eftects from
the pain medlcatlion ne's been given in the spine?

MR, SPEAKES: ©None whatsocever. Wone wnatsoever. And
none are expected from it. They're just --

Q Sometines nappens --

MR, SPEAKES: Not very often.

) de nave round-tne=-clock nurses?

viR., SPEAKES: Otto.

wels, round-tne-clock nurses? There's always medlcail
people on nand tnere in tne outer area of tne suite. I don't tnink
Dr. Oiler plans to stay the eveniny. Dr. dutton has staged there in
the suite. Do. Smith and -- tnere's a nurse from tne wnite House
statft that's tinere aind a couple oL corpsmell.

Otto.

2 You sald tnls worning that taey tuought that ne
woulid nave a cnance to sit up in a chair. Has ne done tuat?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, 45 minutes. Good long stay in tne
chalr dand a orief waik around the room.
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Q Okay. And did Dg. Olier come vack to see nim, as
you indicated e would?

MR. SPEAKES: Did ne come back to scee him? Yes, ne came
pack at 5:00 p.m., spent apout i0 minutes with the President, about
10 minutes witih tne First Lady and told her what was going on.

Q Did ne make an examination of any kiand, or was it
just -~

MR. SPEAKES: I think ne just looked at the chart and
talked to the President, observed the President.

Yes, sir.
Q Tnis morning you sald that thie vital signs were rock
stavle. This afiternoon, you sald taney were good. Diu you mean diy

difterence petween the --

M. SPEAKES: o, no. Just that tne temperaturce is
slightly elevated, out that's tne only prowvicem.

Q But tiiat was not trde tihis mMorairng?

MR. SPEAKLES: 1 think 1t was sliyntly elevatea tnls
morning, ovut tnat's -- as 1 say, rock stawie, normai. Notilng
uncxpected.

W Lxcuse me 1i this 15 a cedwidant question. dlayoe i

didn't near tie answer. Is there some guestion Orf was tnere some
guestion
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about a 22-minute period when maybe Vice President Bush did not know
he had this authority?

MR. SPEAKES: 1It's growing. It was 12. Right, Lyle?
(Laughter.)

] ' Q Yes, now they're saying it's 22 minutes. Could you
just kind of briefly go over your position on that and clarify that?

MR, SPEAKES: Yes. There was no 22-minute period, no
12-minute period, no period, period.

Q Well, okay. Can you clarify why there wasn't, then?
Was he informed on the planc? Was he informed in the car? I mean --

MK, SPEAKES: He was informed formally afterwards, but
there'd been conversations between the Vice President and the Chief
of Staff in the evening. There'd been conversations shortly before
Bush left Kennebunkport to go to Portland to catch a plane. The Vice
President was fully aware of what the staff was discussing, and he
was generally aware that -- probably which direction the President
was going.

Q And he was also aware of the probable timing, which
is to say that this would have gone into effect possibly while he was
in thc air as the President was being wheeled into --

MR, SPEAKES: That's true.

Q So, had there been some need for him to take any
action at all --

MR, SPEAKES: Could have done it in a minute, Emery.

Q -- somebody around him could have just said, "You're
on"?

MR, SPEAKEG: That's right. "You're it, man.”

(Laughter.) "lere you go." (Laughter.) No, it was -- I don't see
any problem.

Q llave you claritied exactly --

MR. SPEAKES: Can you top that, Schuster?
8] No.

MR, SPEAKES: Okay.

Q -- when the power -- you say -- do you go along now
that the power was transferred when he signed the letter?

MR. SPLAKES: No. It went along when he went under the
anesthetic as prescribed in the letter. So --

¢] S50 that's different from the transmission language
you used this morning?

MK, SPEARES: Well, legally the action was taken -- the
-- was put into motion then. It was there to be done then. The
letter was effective. he legal action was effective at that moment.
But the precisc moment, as the letter specified, it's when he went
under the anesthetic which the doctor told me was 11:28 a.m.

Q So doesn't that then raise some question about who
was in command between the time of the letter being transmitted and
the time ot his going under anesthesia?

MR, SPEAKES: ©No, the President was.
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Q There's no question about that?

MR. SPEAKES: No question about it because the letter
§pecifies that once -- that when he signed the letter and transmitted
1t, and the letter was transmitted under the language of the
constitutional amendment. Then it was ~- then the letter -~ the
legal step had been taken. But, then when you read subparagraph
(b)(1) in the -- under this scenario I'm putting out, then you find
out that the President was specified when he went under the
anesthetic. So, that's the triggering factor according to our --

Lyle?
Q There was —-

Q Larry, could I follow up on that a little bit?
Without regard to whether .r not the Vice President might have been
hypersensitive to the subject, wasn't it at least -- an affront to
him to be the Acting President and not to know it?

MR, SPEAKES: ©No, because he knew that he was going to
come pretty close to being it. I mean, he was prcetty certain what
was going to happen. So, I guess it would have been better, Lyle, it
we had -- I guess -~ the other way around was that we would have told
him if he wasn't.

Q I don't understand.

MR. SPEAKES: In other words, he pretty well know wht was
coming down the pike and I don't think it would have been any
surprise to him it they'd had said you're it in the course of that
flight. I think the surprise to him would have been if you say you
ain't it. (Laughter.)

G S50, in effect, even though the letter was discussed
in the suite herc sometime between 10:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., the
Vice President =-- arce we to understand -- knew the contents of the

letter and the substantive terms of the transfer of power?

MR, SPEAKLS5: 1 think all of those ramifications had been
discussed. Some T.V. people who nced pictures should get them
promptly so you can make your shows. You guys -- getting your
picture?

Q Yes, I have a question though. Could you, not
through White House Communications, have contacted Bush on his
alrplane when it happened?

MR. SPEAKES: They did. Yes.
Q And told him that, as Emery says, you're on?

MK, SPELAKLES: No, I don't know that anybody told him at
the precisc mowent until Don called him., But, we certainly were in
contact in the air just as the President is when he flies on Air
Force One.

Dick?

Q Larry, the President will be told tomorrow whether
or not there were cancer cells in the specimen removed yesterday =--
what's his attitude about that? Is he concerned or apprehensive —-—

ik, SPEAKES: The President is pretty much of an optimist
-- he's an upbeat person, he's very well prepared for any
eventuality. He's -- when you get to know the man, you know that he
can handle anything that comes down the pike. 1 think he'll have a
good attitude about whatever comes out.

Like that, Bruce?
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MR. SPRAKES: Fit in the Daily News Headline?
Q Did the President ask for me?

MK. SPLAKES: "KR Ready." Okay.

Q Larry, =- the feeling of the staff or does the
President have any feelings about whether this will translate into
any sympathy on the Hill -- political --

MR. SPEAKES: \ie're not asking any. (Laughter.) VWe
think the budget -- the President's budget proposal, the President’s
tax proposal and anything else he's done is -- stand on its own
merits -- deserves to be overwhelmingly passed simply on its merits.

Otto?

Q Pid you say he was getting antibiotics?

MR, SPLAKES: Yes,

Q He's had no other medicine but antibiotics?

MR, SPEAKES: He is getting antibiotics, yes.

Q Do you know which one --
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MR. SPEAKES: I do not know winich one. I presume it's
going througn the I.V.

Q You indicated that we migat near from the
patnologist tomorrow wnen tne report is in. Have you decided yet --

MR, SPEAKES: No.

Y] -~ 1f tine fellow wiil appear? And, not only tihat,
will there pbe another appearance by the medical team? Because some
other guestions have been raised about the management of the case.

MR. SPEAKES: You had aopout an nour of tihnein yesterday.
wWhat ~- do you want to ask me anytining?

Q well, yes, okay. There has been some guestion about
tne fact tnat there was a biopsy taken of the tuimor on Friday, when
1t was obvious that the tumor would have to be takenm out anyway. And
some doctors are saying it's risky to take biopsy because that might
spill some cancer celis into the systein and possibly cause a
raecurrence of the tumor within six montis to a year. Has tnat
yuestion been discussed at ali?

MR, SPEAKES: No. I'm getting tired of second guessing
by doctors who don't know the case.

wendy.
Q Is dMrs. Reayan stili nere?

MR, SPEAKES: I thinkK sue is. She pianned to leave
sitortly, but sne was thnere when 1 neaded this way.

Q Did you get tue neme of the L'Amour book? Title?

MR, SPLAKES: Yes, I'll try to. I dida't Look at tne
ook, and Mrs. Reagan sald 1t was tne new one, and I know he does
nave out a new one, out I -- the titlie doesn't -- but I'iL try to get
it. That's probaoly the olgyest news to come ovut of tinls press
cunference.

Two AP people.

Q Po you =--

MR. SPEAKES: Seniur person first.

Q GO anead.
Q Go anead. He nasn't had one yet.
Q Has Mrs. Reagan decided wnetiner to go ticougn witn

tnat trip to the alrcratt carcircr?

MR, SPEAKES: I didn't ask ner. I don't kaow, bDale. 1
think sie -- I kKnow s.ae wants to keep as mucin of her schedule as
possliole, althouyn she does try to plan to be cout ot nere every day,
dinless sne does go ottt on Wednesday.

Mige,

Q DO tile doctors anticipate a supstantlial weiynt loss
as a result of tne -- you Kuuw =-- the leagthy time on I.V.s and su
on?

MR, SPEAKES: -- witinout food?

] Is that normali?

MR. SPEAKES: I haven't asked them tihnat. 1 aon't Kkuuw.
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I realiy don't. It has veen a wilie since ine's naud a steak.
Had enough?

TdE PRESS: Thank you.

END 5:49 P.a.boT
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