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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Oftice of the Press Secretary 
(Bethesda, Maryland) 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY 

LARRY SPEAKES 

July 14, 1985 

Bethesda Naval Hospital 
Bethesda, Maryland 

5:32 P.M. EDT 

l1R. SPEAKES: We' 11 make this fairly quick so we can all 
go home. All in all, the President has had an excellent day. The 
doctors -- Dr. Oller and Dr. Hutton, just spent a few minutes with 
the President just moments ago. The Presi6ent has been up and walked 
about his room briefly today. &e spent about 45 rainutes sitting in a 
chair and rea6ing. lle is now sitting very comfortably in bed and 
reading; he's reading Louis L'Amour's new book. Vital signs are 
good. 

She was 
through 
to read 
a na1J. 
forward 
in the 

~rs. Rea~an has been here since 10:00 a.m. this morning. 
in and visited with him for a fair amount of the morning and 
the noon hour and then she left him alone for mid-afternoon 
and hopefully nap. But I don't think the President has taken 
If it has, it's been very brief. I think he's looking 
to a good night's sleep, but he's been enjoying his reading 

afternoon. 

Near as I can tell, that's the list. 

~ Who wrote the book again? 

lv1R. SPEAKi;S: Louis L'Amour's book -- that's one of bis 
favorite writers. He writes western -- right? Western novels~ 

newest book. 

\.i Yes. 

Q -- name of the book? 

MR. SPEAKES: What'i the name of the book? 

HR. ROUSSEL: I don't know. He's got a bunch of them. 

MR. SPEAKES: Get today's Times -- I think it's the 

Q Was it the l:•ledal of Freedom he gave Louis L'Amour 
two years ago or 

wobbly. 

l.\lR. SPEAKtS: I think it was. Yes. 

Dale'? 

Q Did Hrs. Rea9an have lunch with him? 

MR. SPEAKBS: She had lunch, but he didn't eat. 

Q Is she well? 

MR. SPEAKBS: Is she well? Yes. She's fine. 

Q Well, it was reported that she looked kind of 
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MR. SPEAKES: Also it w~s reported that she brought in a 
picture of John Wayne. That was Duke Reagan riding horses, not John 
Wayne. So -- no picture of John Wayne, sorry. 

C Larry, any other business today -- budget, foreign 
policy discussions? 

.MR. SPEAKES: No, not really. Don Regan went home 
shortly after noon -- 1:00 or 2:00 p.rn. this afternoon -- maybe it 
was closer to 2:00 p.m., and he's talked in here by phone. He talked 
to Mrs. Reagan to check on the President. But, other than that, 
there has not been any major business. 

Q Did the President talk to 

Q Any plans for any visits tomorrow, or what's the 
outlook --

MR. SPEAKES: Chances are that the -- some of the members 
of the staff will be out early in the morning to chat with the 
President and get kind of marching orders for the day. 

Q -- the ones you talked about this morning? 

1°:i:R. SPEAKES: I'm not sure who' 11 come, but we' 11 have it 
in the morning for sure. 

Q Will the Vice Presi~ent take over the Congressional 
meeting anu some of tbe other things. 

~R. SP~AKES: I really haven't talked to anybody about 
that. No Congressional meeting scheduled tomorrow, I don't believe. 

Q 'ruesc!ay. 

MR. SPEAKBS: So, Emery? 

Q As near as you can tell, what time do you expect 
results tomorrow on the tests being conducted? 

i:11R. SPEAKES: Can't be specific, Bmery? 'l'hey told us 48 
hours anci whether that would L>e early afternoon, late afternoon or 
whatever, I just don't know. 

Q An~ as near as you can tell, about what time, 
approximately, might you brief the first time tomorrow? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think about 10:00 a.m. As soon as I set 
a chance to chat with the doctors in the morning and see the 
President briefly. It may run a little later th&n that because we'll 
be coming out here after our meetings at the White House in the 
morning. 

Sheilah? 

~1499-07/14 



- 3 -

Q You said earlier tildt U1e P:.:·esident was virtually 
pain-free this morning. Have you tali<ed to him about how comfortaole 
ne is since tnen? 

MH.. SPEl\i<E~: Yes, he is vary comfortao1.e. Hasn't .nad 
any major complaints a0out any discomfort. He nas had no further 
pain medicine. 

Q Diel tne President t.alK to anyone on tne p11one today? 

HR. SP:C:AKES: I don't tnink so, John. 

Q Larry, wnat ib your reaction to the London Observec 
piece today that said tne President illay have elected not to have 
surgery last year on his colon -- or at least exploratory surgery -
because of the election. Do you know that story tnat I am talking 
aoout? 

MR. SPEA1<.ES: No, I ciidn' t get my London Ooserver before 
I left nome ti1is mornL1g -- (laughter) -- out, no, I wonder how the 
London Observer would Know that? 

u Tney quote me~ical. sources close to the ,n1ite House 
me<licdl team. 

Walter Mondale. (Lau-311ter.) 

I•'iR. SPEAKES: Ye;:;, .fXCODi:l.Dly so. I didn't know tile London 
Q03ervo.c nad any sou.cces close to t,ie rnectical -- I don't know no~., 
tney got tl1at. 

i:.~o, the PresJ.de11t didn't. 
poppycocK, a~ the B.citisn would say. 

Tnat is not true. 
(Laugilter.) 

That is all 

Q Could you describe the President's frame of hlind 
today? 

l"iR. CPZAKEC: Tue President's frame of mi11d is exce.Llent. 
ae feels wel.i. Ile, you know, is ahvays cnomping at the ui t to do a 
lict.Le .::>it mo .• :e ti1an tH~ tlocto.cs \•Jaffe. him to do, but ne 11as .i.1ad a 
good ctay. All i,1 all it nas just oee,1 a first-rate f:.1.rst day ai:ter 
su:i:'jery. 

Q \hi.it about messages from foreign lcaJ.ers? 

i-iR. SP:ci\KES: T!lere ~1ave been a num0e:c. He don't nave a 
tota.L to give you because c11ey nave com~ in fro:.n -- at a numbe:r of 
diffecent places. Some have come direct!~ here to tne nospital, and 
ot..1er .3 have come tnrougi1 "t.!le di,t:->lo,~,atic tnin9s at the Ui.1i te House. 
But t~ere are a goodly numuar of European, Pacific Rig, Central 
Arner: i c;an nation a. I don't J..:nm1 a.0ouc tne Soviets. Diel we ever get 
d1lything? 

MR. ~OUG.S:CL: 

Gome·0ody cnecl< .-Ii t.i1 t11e ;:;ervices. 

\..! Cou.iu you try to have a postin9 on that eit11er 
tonignt o:c tomor:covv morning, Larry? 

Mll. SPO~K~C: tie vJil.l try to ')et som-2t.nin9 tomo.c:r:o., 
morning. He just vhrnt to i.Je all-inclusive becau::;e somebody may l1ave 
sent one and if we don't mention it, ti1en they mi'-]nt be put out ti1a.t 
we u.idn't mencion tneirs. 

Q A:re you reJedsing a picture of tne President? 

MR. SPEAKE3: Yes, I am glad you mentioned tnat. There 
is a p11oto and we wil.1. a..1ve ti.1em here now soon <lo you t11inK? 

#1499-07/14 
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Where is MarK? He may be working on it at tne moment. 

MS. BRISLEY: The driver is on the way. 

MR. vlEIND:CRG: Twenty minutes. 

MR. SPEAKES: Twenty minutes, okay. 

Q 01ie ,t)icture? 

MR. S?t:AKES: 
The President is in bed. 
up in the bed, puckered, 
It is the instant before 

It is a photograph of a First Family kiss. 
Ha is more or l~s~ seated. He is raising 

and gives Mrs. Reagan a Kiss on tne lips. 
the kiss, not ~uite as good as --

U Vanity Fair. 

MR. SPEAKES: i.'Jot quite as good as Vanity Fair. 

Q Wnen was it tdken? Was it taken --

MR. SPEAKES: 
tni s mornL1g. 

It wns taken snortly atter she got here 

U Larry, is tne:re any sign of feve:r or infection? 

MR. SPEAKES: ~fot tilat I dill awa.ce of. It is quite CO.ill.illOll 

fo.c, in tne post-operative first couple of days -- in fact it is 
almost normal -- to have a slightly elevated temperature. The 
Presi:lent' s may be u1) :just a notcn, but well under 100 anti there is 
no problem -- notning unexpected. 

So, Dale. 

u I think you saiJ. tnis rno.rnin~ tnat tile P:resic11:.!!1t 
would quite likely be .reading some nriefing pape.cs ~uring tne day. 
Did he do tnac? 

i-11~. SPEAKCS: I tHink ne got his n.:i.tional security 
briefing paper, 0ut ti1at is aoout tnc extent of -- ne knows 
everytning else, so ne doesn't need to do anf :rea~iny. 

Q Larry, could you be a little Ditmore specific about 
t,1at tempc.ca.ture? You :::.aid, "noc.ning I am aware oi:," 

dORE #1499-07/14 
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.but tnen you said, "Unoer a nundreu." We were told this morning, 
"rock stable." Could you tell us what ius temperature na$ been? 

MR. SP.EAKES: I reall.f don't nav~ a count -- a number on 
it, Mike, 0ut sliyhtlt over tne 98.6 tnat is normal tor some people. 
But it':;; certainly normal in a post-operative period to have an 
elevate~ temperature. Doctors i1ave not -- rctrely have d patient that 
doesn't have a bit of temperature in the first couple of days. But 
it's well under a nundred, dnd there'::. absolutely no proulem. 'l'hat's 
normal. 

U And they do not believe tl1at there's any infection 
at this time? 

HR. SPEAKES: 
his lungs this afternoon, 

No, tney uo not. 
very goods.nape. 

The doctors listened to 

Q Still no other medication? 

i•lR. SPEAKES: 
medication continues. 

i:~o otner ~ain medicat.1011, ant.i.b1.otic 

Oi)era.tion 

i-'.lK. SP .EAKES: i-io. 

Q -- tor nistorical purposes? 

hi{. SPEAt<ES: No, there we.re not. Tnese are tl:1e first 
pnoto~!"uph.::; made ot tile Presiuent since ne walked in Friday af ten10011 
and snooK hands witn tna doctors at the door oefore his exam.inat.i.ou. 

Shid i 1 ail ulh..i tht;:n I ' .l 1 co111(.: uct..: i<.: --

Q Do tne uocto:c;:;, aftt;:r seeing tne President ayain 
t11is atte.cnoon, a.re tne,t :.;;t.i.Ll so imp.cess<.:d uy nis recoverf? 

MR. SP£AK~S: Ausolutely. Absolutely, totally. 
Oi.:lcom~ mo.ct! i,nprcs:.:.ed by t.l1e nour. 

Meui.ca.l lady t~ere, yes, ma'am, you. 

U Yes, u.oes tile P.cesiu\;,!nt have any sic:.ie ~ftects from 
t11e j:Jdiu medicat.Lon ne'.;;; oeen given in t11e spine'? 

.~1R. SP EAK:t:;S: No11e wlli:i tsoever. J.:J0ne wnct tsoever. Anu 
none are expected from it. They're just 

U Sometim-.:s .nappens 

1v1R. SPEAK.ES: 1.'-l'ot vi.;:ry oiten. 

1'1R • SP EAKES : Otto. 

~el~, :coun~-tn~-c.locK nurs~s? The.re's alwdys mectica.L 
people 011 hanu. tner~ in tne outer ar1;.?d ot tne suit~. I don't tninK 
Dr. U.L.Ler l?lans to stdy th~ li!V .. mins. D.c. dutton !las stajed t1-1~re in 
tn~ suite. D~. Smith and -- tnere's a nu.cs~ from tne wnit~ HouG~ 
;;;taft that's tn\;;!re dlh.i a couple of. corpame11. 

Otto. 

Q You ~c11.u tni::. foOr u.i.ny that t.wy tnought that ut! 
would naVlc! a c;:1a,11.::e to sit up in a c11air. tlas ne done tuc.tt'.? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, 4~ illinutes. Good long stay .i.n tne 
ctia.1:c anl..1 a o.r i(,;f Wdl.K around the roo1n. 

MORE #1499-07/~4 
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U Oi<ay. And di.ct D.c. O.1.l~r come .UdCK to Sl:!e nim, dS 
you indicated lie would? 

N.R. SPJ.!:AKBS: Did ile come l.>dCk to S-.;C him? Yes, nc came 
l>ac,;: at 5:00 p.m., s.2~,1t about 10 nu.nutes with tne P.ces1.ue,it, aJ.Jout 
10 minutes wit1i tne Fi.est Lady an~ told her Whdt was goiny on. 

Q Dill he make c1:i:1 exdmination of any i<i.1.1d, or wds it 
just 

MR. SPEAKES: I tnink ne juf:.t .1.ookeu at the C!ic:i-'t d!ll.1 

talked to the President, o.bserv<.:;u the President. 

Yes, sir. 

U Tnis mo.cnin9 you :3dl.C1 thdt t1H~ v.i.tc1l signs were rocK 
stctole. This aiternoon, you Sctid tney were good. Diu you mcdn <lny 
ditterunce o~twe~n the --

.i-1.H.. SPEAKES: iJo, no. Ju~t thc1 t tne ten,_pe.c..;; tu.:i:-::: i~ 
slightly e.1.evcited, uut that's tne only pro0lcm. 

;J But tik1t WdS not true tills mo..c,1.111':J? 

Mt<. SP.BAKES: I think 1.t WdS slilji:ltly elevated tni~ 
morning, uut tnc1t'::. -- c1s I say, rock: :a;tuiJl~, normal. t'1otn1.ng 
uu~x_pecteu. 

Jidn' t 11ec1..c 
que:c.tion 

U £.x:cusu 
tile dnswe.c. 

jfil;! ii th.i.:i i.3 d .c~dU.lU,:.Ult que::,tion. 
ls th..;r1.:; somt? 'iuestion 0£ ~vd:.:. t11e.CI.! 

.-ld_y'UI.J i 
~ome 

t;..1.4~9-07/.1.4 
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about a 22-minute period when maybe Vice President Bush did not know 
he had this authority? 

MR. SPEAK.ES: It's growing. It was 12. Right, Lyle? 
(Laughter. ) 

0 Yes, now they're saying it's 22 minutes. Could you 
just kind of briefly go over your position on that and clarify that? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 'l'here was no 22-minute period, no 
12-minute period, no perio<l, period. 

0 ~·Jell, okay. Can you clarify why there wasn't, then? 
Was he informed on the plane? Was he informed in the car? I mean 

Ml<.. SPBAKES: He was informeu formally afterwards, but 
there'd been conversations between the Vice Preside11t and the Chief 
of Staff in the evening. There'd been conversations shortly boforc 
Bush left Kennebunkport to go to Portland to catch a plane. The Vice 
President was fully aware of what the staff was discussing, and he 
was generally aware that -- probably which direction the President 
wa~ going. 

Q And he was also aware of the probable timing, which 
is to say that this would have gone into effect possibly while he was 
in the air as the President was being wheeled into --

MR. SPEAKES: 'rhat' s true. 

Q 
action at all 

So, had there been some need for him to take any 

on"? 

(Laughter.) 
any problem. 

MH. SPEAKE:S: Could have done it in a minute, Emery. 

Q -- somebody around him could have just said, "You're 

MR. SPEAKES: 'I'ha t' s right. 
"Iiere you go." (Laughter.) 

"You're 
No, it 

Q Have you clarified exactly 

it, 
was 

iVIR. SPEAKES: Can you top that, Schuster'? 

Q No. 

MR. SP.CAKES: Okay. 

man." 
-- I don't see 

Q -- \"/hen the power -- you say -- do you go along now 
that the power was transferred when he signed the letter? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. It went along when he went under the 
anesthetic as prescribed in the letter. So --

Q So that's different from the transmission language 
you used this morning? 

f"iK. 5PEAKl::5: \'Jell, legally the action was taken -- the 
-- was put into motion then. It was there to be done then. The 
letter w~s effective. The legal action was effective at that moment. 
But the precise moment, as the letter specifiec1, it's when he went 
under the anesthetic which the doctor told me was 11:28 a.m. 

Q So doesn't that then raise some question about who 
was in command between the time of the letter being transmitted ancJ. 
the time ot his going under anesthesia? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, the President was. 

MORE 
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0 There's no question about that? 

MR. SPEAKES: No question about it because the letter 
specifies that once -- that when he signed the letter and transmitted 
it, and the letter was transmittec.1 under the language of the 
constitutional amendment. Then it was -- then the letter -- the 
legal step had been t21ken. But, then when you read subparagraph 
(b)(l) in the -- under this scenario I'm putting out, then you find 
out that the Preside:nt was specified when he went under the 
anesthetic. So, that's the triggering factor according to our --

Lyle? 

Q There was --

Q Larry, could I follow up on that a little bit? 
Without regard to whether _ _, r not the Vice President might have been 
hypersensitive to the subject, wasn't it at least -- an affront to 
him to be the Acting President and not to know it, 

MR. SPEAKES: No, because he knew that he was going to 
come pretty close to being it. I mean, he was pretty certain ~1at 
was going to happen. So, I guess it would have been better, Lyle, if 
we had I guess the other way around was that we would have told 
him if he wasn't. 

Q I don't understand. 

Mil. SPEAKES: In other words, he pretty well knew wht was 
coming down the pike and I don't think it would have been any 
surprise to him ii they'd had sai<l you're> it in the course of that 
flight. I think the surprise to him would have been if you say you 
ain't it. (Laughter.) 

Q So, in efie<.:t, even though the letb,~r was discussed 
in the suite here sometime between 10:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., th0 
Vice Pt·0sidcnt -- arc we to understand -- knew the contents of the 
letter and tlw substantive terms of the transfer of power? 

MK. SPEAKLS: I think all of those ramifications ha<l been 
discuosed. Some T.V. people who need pictures should get them 
promptly so you can make your s11ows. You guys -- getting your 
picture? 

0 Yes, I have a question though. Could you, not 
through Hhite House Communications, have contacted Bush on his 
airplane when it happened? 

MR. SPEAI~S: They did. Yes. 

Q And told him that, as Emery says, you're on? 

MR. SPLAKE8: No, I don't know that ::inybouy told him at 
the preciso moment until Don called him. But, we c~rtainly were in 
contact in the air just as the President is when he flies on Air 
Force One. 

Dick? 

O Larry, tl1~ President will be told tomorrm·J whether 
or not there were cancer cells in the specimen removed yesterday -
what's his nttitu<le about that? Is he concern~G or apprehensive --

i·-1.l,. Sl:>tAKLS: 'l'he President is pretty much of an optimist 
-- he's an upbeat person, he's very well prepared for any 
eventuulity. He's -- vih1.a:n you get to know thC= man, you know that lrn 
can handle anything that comes down the pike. I think he'll hnve a 
goocl attitudG about whatever comes out. 

Like that, Bruce? 

MO.t:lli #1499-07/14 
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Q Yes. 

lViR. SPEAK.LG: Fit in thE Daily Ne~.s Headline? 

Q Did the President ask for me? 

Ml<.. SPEAKES: "RR Ready." Okay. 

Q Larry, the feeling of the staff or docs the 
President have any feelings c:1bout whether this will translab? into 
any sympathy on the Hill political --

MR. SPE.i\1:-.ES: \ie're not c1sking any. (Laughter.) \Je 
think the budget -- the President's budget proposal, the President's 
tax proposal and anything else he's done is -- stand on its own 
merits -- des0rvcs to be overwhelmingly passed simply on its merits. 

Otto? 

Q LJid you say h.J was getting antibiotics? 

HH. SPtAKES: Yes. 

Q He's had no other m0uicine but antibiotics? 

MR. SPEAKES: He is getting antibiotics, yes. 

Q Do you know whic11 one --

NOKE #1499-07/14 
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MR. SPeAKES: 
going tnrougn the I.V. 

I do not know wnich one. I presume it's 

Q You indicated ti1c1t we mi9i1t hea.c from tJ:1e 
patnologist tomorrow wnen tne report is in. Have you decided yet --

1v1R • SP EAKI::S : No • 

u -- 1f t11e fellow will dp.f>ed.c? Anct, not only ti1at, 
will there b~ dnother dppeardnce by the medicdl team? Because some 
other questions have been rctised dbout the management ot the casa. 

MR. SPEAKES: You hdd aoout an nour of t,1em yesterday. 
What -- do you want to ask me dnything? 

Q ~ell, yes, OKdy. There has be~n some question about 
tne fact tndt there was a biopsy taken of the tumor on Friddy, when 
it WdS obvious that the tumor wouid nave to be taken out anyway. And 
~ome doctors are saying it's ris~y to take biopsy because that might 
spill some cancer cells into ti1e system dnd possibly cduse a 
.Ci.a!curreuce of tile; tu1nor within six months to a year. Has tnat 
yuestion been discussed at all? 

i:JH{. SPEA.KBS: i..~o. I'm getting tiriad. of second guessin-:1 
by doctors who don't know the cdse. 

MR. SPEAKES: l thinK Su~ is. Sne p.Lc:wned to ledVc= 
suortly, out sne wcts tt1~re when I nead\Jd this wa:1. 

Q Did :1ou g-at t11e uame ot the L • Amour l.>ook? 1' i tl~? 

MR. SP~AKES: Yes, I'll t.cy to. l uitln 1 t looK d.t tn0 
000,;:, c:1nd 1.Vlrs. .l{~ct':J..:Ul sctict it wcts the new one, c:1nd I know h1;; does 
uc1ve out c.1 new on0, 0ut I -- the title doesn't but I'll try to get 
it. That's probdoly thG uiggedt news to come uut of this J:?ress 
cunf~renc..:!. 

·rwo AP J?cO,ple. 

Q Do you --

illlR. SPEAKES: S,;;niu.c p8rson first. 

Q Go c.dl~dd • 

Q Go aiH:!ud. He ncisa I c. had one yet. 

Q Has l"li"s. Red.ga.n decided wnt!ti"1er to yo tl1:c0ugh wittt 
thdt trip to th~ aircrdft Cdr.ci0r? 

1•lR. SPEAKES: I didn't dSl< ner. I don't knuw, Di:l.1~. I 
tnink she -- I Know S•l<:! wdnts tv keep d.S much of he!" "'cnedule dS 

possiole, alt.t1ou<::1n she does trt to J:?l.an to l,J!;! out ot here every dc1.y, 
unless sne uoes 90 otf on \'~cduc;:;day. 

Q Do the doctors c:1Htici.J:)<1t..a a ,Juost~rntic.11 weiyht lvss 
as a result ot t!Ha? -- ,10u K,mw -- th~ lengthy time on I. V .s and su 
on? 

111!{. SPEAKES: -- without f0od? 

O Is that normal? 

MR. SPEAKES: I ika.Vcn I t dskod them tild t. 

i'10RE 

l <.ion't knvw. 

#1499-07/14 



- 11 -

I r(;ully dun' t. It has .uGen c1 wn.L 1.:! since ne 's i1du a steak. 

Hdd 4":mOU'3i1·1 

1'dE PrtLSS: 'I'nctnK you. 

END 5 : 4 9 P • .:Vt • B.1.YJ:' 
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