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7:40 P.M. EDT 

THE \ffiITE HOUSE 

Of(ice of the Press Secretary 
(Bethesda, Maryland) 

PRESS DRIEFING 
BY 

LAURY SPEAKES 

July 13, 1985 

Bethesda Naval Hospital 
Bethesda, Maryland 

MR. GPEAKES: At 7: 22 p.m. toni911t tne President signed 
t11e following letter to the Speaker of t11e House of Representatives 
and tne Presiuent Pro Tem~ore of the Senate: 

Dear- lvlr. Speakar o.c Nr. President Pro '!'empore, 

Follov~ing UJ? on my letter to you of this date, please be 
ddvised I am able to .cesume ti1e discharge of the constitutional 
powers and duties of tna office of ti1e President of tl.le Ui.1i ted 
States. I have informed the Vice President of my determination and 
m.1 resumption of tllose powers ancl \iuties. 

Sincerely, 
Ronald Reagan 

'I'ne President sig,1ed t11e le 'cte:c in the recovery room at 
7:22 p.m. in the presence of Don Regan, Cnie[ of Staff, and Fred 
Fiel<liug, tne Counsel to the Preaiclent, and D:c. Oller. 

The doctors' report on the President --

U Could you go oaci;,:? Ti1at last -- he sa.10, "I am 
determined--"? 

mL SPEAKES: I I ll give you a CUf'Y of it. 11 I i1ave 
informed tne Vice President of my detern1ination anu my r~sum.i:=,tim.1 of 
thone ,,?Owers and duties." 

Q Well, during the time tnat George Bush was Acting 
President, do you kno~ wnethec he actually. took any action? 

MR. SPEAKES: His staff said ti1at 11e dlci not take any of 
the constitutional power~ of tne President. 

'I'i1is even1ng Dr. Oller i1as advif:;ed us tnat the P.resi<lent 
is generally without ~ain. Ha is conversant and oriented. His vital 
signs are good. He nas u.o fever, tHat his lao value::; are normal, 
tnat he has v1rtua.Ll.f wocn off the effect of the anest.l1etic, that he 
is sleeping off dnd on, and ne sa:i.a 11is advice to us if tile President 
waz nectled to maKe d decision, he could make it. 

After that J:.:rr ief i.i:1g -- after briefing to t.i1e Ci1ief of 
Staff, tl.ley went to tne recovery coom at wnich time tne President 
signed tne letcer -- 7:22 p.m. 

T,1e P.resi<leut tolJ nis staff, "I feel fit as a f i<lclla." 

At 7:35 -- at 7:29 p.m. the Cnief of ~taff informed the 
Vice Prezidcnt of t11e President's signature on the letter. l\t 7: 25 
p.m. tt1e C11ief of the Staff spoke to tne President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate --
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Q Ivai t a minuta 

Q Twanty-nine, you said. 

HR. SPEAKES: At 7:29 ~.m. he spoke to the Vice 
President. At 7:35 p.m. he spa.Ke to the P.cesident Pro Tempore of tne 
Senate. He is in tne process of calling tne Speaker of the House. 

Q How long did he have the temporarf power? 

MR. SPEAKES: He had it just under nine hours, from 10:28 
a.m. until 7:22 p.m. in the afternoon. 

Q Twenty eignt? 

Q I thougnt it was 10:32 a.m. 

MR. SPEAKES: 'l'en tnirty-tvw -- I a.m sorry. 

Q Yes, but I tnought i~ took effect when he went under 
anesthetic. 

MR. SPEAKES: It takes effect wnen he goes under 
anestnetic, so let me, for ti1ose of you wno are kcepin~ timetaules, 
trie President was in the operating room at rougnly 11:15 a.m. Dr. 
Oller sayo t1.1at tne anesthetic was startecl anll ti1e President, for all 
practical purpo3es, was under anestnetic at 11:28 a.ru. tl1is morning. 

Q So it was a little under eignt hours, right? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q A little unaei:- eigi1t nours? 

MR. SPEAKES: From 11:28 a.m. until 7:22 p.m. 

Q Larry, was that Dr. Oller who pronounced him -- if 
the President wau needeu to 1.na1-.e a decision, ne could -- ti:ld t ~vas 
Oiler? 

MR. SP:cAKCS: Tnat was D~. Oller. 

Q Larry, did th~ doctor give tne President an update 
o:c describe hov1 tne operation was going? Did he tell i1im what ne 
t11ougnt of it? 

~-m. SPI:AKES: T11e Presiclei:1t ha;;; been .o:i:iefed on nis 
condition and now tne operation has gone. In fact, he tolu Regan and 
Fielding tnat -- ne na~ praiwe for the me<lica1 team, saying "Tnese 
fellows did a good job," as Doctor Ollec wa3 standing at tne foot of 
tne oed. 

y Tne PresiGent saia tn~t? 

~ Is he sti~l getting any u~r~nine 0£ painKiller oc 
dnyt11in9? 

MR. SPEAKES: T~1iz morphine, as we 11ave o.:ice GAplaine<.l -
I can give it to JOU in some detdi1 -- it i~ called an intra-theacal. 
It is a device tuat is interjected ia tile sac suL·rounding the s 11ina.1 
cord. As I explained earlie~ today, it is a device tnac mdkes -
that is a time release, aDd lt will continue over perhaps a~ long as 
two days or so. It provi<leu -- u&ing a very 3mall amount of 
.t?ain-reduction d.cug, it p:i:ovides r,tore o.r less a local painidller 0:1 
providing its affects up and down the lower pact of tne back -- the 
mi<ldle part of tne nack -- wl.1ici, is w11ere the nerve endings are ti.at 
control t~e nerves in tne wall of the stomach. 
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Q You said tnat was morpnine earlier. Is it still 
morpnine? 

MR. SPEAKES: It is 3till morphine, yeD. 

Q Larry, does this mean tne President will not be 
requesting or not needing any more painkillers? 

MR. SPEAKES: That is the opinion of Dr. Oller. 
tnat more and more, as time goes '0y, it is less o.ovious that 
need anything else. He is not having any paia to any extent 
wi1atsoever now. He is virtually free of pain. 

He says 
he will 

Q Larry, did the Vice President formally acknowledge 
the turnover of po~er bacK to the President? 

MR. SPEAKES: Ile did so by saying, "How is he feeling?" 

Q How i3 the PreGideut feeling? 

MR. SPEAKES: Correct. 

u Fit as a fiddle. (Laugnter.) 

MR. GPEAKEG: Tnat is :cig!lt. 

U Let's taKe this on tha road. 

Q Are you uone for t11e night? 

MR. SPEAKES: Are you? (Laugntec.) 

Q It depends on _tou. You go first. 

iJ Do you knmv ,1ow long the incision wds in ti1e 
ope.cation? 

NR. SPl"::Ai<ES: Uo, w~ d.idn't get a measurement on it. I 
tnini< .it .oegins in a mid-section of the stomach and extends straight 
dov11:1, out I <ion ' t i~now - -

U Can we see the scar? 

Q tlao tilis letter 

MR. SPEAKES: -- now far it. is. He want~ to ~,1ow you the 
point of entry of yesterday's test. (Laug~ter.) 
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Q was this letter -- prepared -- yesterday or today? 

MR. SPEAKES: It was prepared this morning. 

Q It was prepared this morning? And they just took it 
in -- the President was in bed --

MR. SPEAKES: The President read it ancl signed it. 

Q He had never seen it before? 

Q That's the best one of the <lay. 

MR. SPEAKES: Had not seen it before. 
he want us to come back later, perhdps, to sign? 
a pen." 

We asked him, did 
He said, "No, gimme 

Q He wanted his power back --

Q He said 

MR. SPEAKES: "No, gimme a pen." G-I-M-M-E. (Laughter.) 

Q -- into this. 

Q Bye. 

Q What did you --

Q Yes --

Mk. SPtl'.KLS: 'l'omorrow' s -- Oh, go aheaa. 

Q There was a reference in the President's initial 
l~tte:r tc a long-stanuing arrangemer.t with Vice President Bu::;h. Does 
he have some sort of informal arrangement with the Vice President as 
previous Presi~ents have? 

£,m. SP.l:.AKES: They have talked about it, yes. I don't 
know wheti1er previous Presidents havo had it, but he and the Vice 
President have talked about it, the latest a week or so ago. 

Q Is thcr~ a written arrangement? 

MR. SPEAKES: Not that I'm aware of. 

'l'omorrow, we' 11 open our office her~ at 8:00 a.m. and I 
say we'd brief no earlier than 9:00 a.m., probably no later than 
10:00 a.m. I think we'll get out here in the mcrning and sit clown 
with the doctors and get the overnight report, talk to the President 
a bit, come out and brief. I'd say we'd brief again mid-afternoon 
tomorrow -- just an update, and pretty well clooe down late ir1 the 
afternoon. 

An<.l th<an on t•'ionday maybe we' 11 operate out here part of 
the day and shift back downtown later. 

Q Will it just be you tomorrow, or doctors tomorrow? 

iill}(. SPEAKES: I think so, unless we seem to n~ed a doctor 
tomorrow. 

Q Wus the President told that there are still results 
to be had from the --

MR. SPEAKES: I <lon' t know ~,hether Dr. Oller saicl that or 
not. 

Q Larry, where is ,,irs. Reagan and what has been her 
position and -- or talk with the President? 
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MR. SPEAKES: She talke<l with the President very shortly 
after he returned to the recovery room. Do we have a time on that, 
Mark? 

MR. WEINBERG: She left here at 5:00 p.m. and was back at 
the White House at 5:30 p.m. 

MR. SPEAKES: So, she left at 5:00 p.m. -- got back at 
5:30 p.m. So, sometime between 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. ~1e and her 
brother went in and talked to the President an<l then she went back to 
the White House where she'll remain overnight at the White House. 

Yes? 

Q There have been some questions raised about the 
quality of care at Be~hesda. Was there ever any thought for the 
President not coming here for the operation? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, we have no complaints. It's been very 
good. 

Q Even after the report that the barrium enema should 
have been done earlier? 

MR. SPEAKES: What report? 

Q There have been suggestions that doctors have said 
that in May when he had the original polyp removed that a barrium --

MR. SPEAKES: I know all that. We had five doctors here 
that tell you -- explained that earlier. 

Yes, ma'am. 

Q You said earlier something about when they would be 
removing the device the morphine is being injected through. 

MR. 5PEAKES: I don't really know whether it requires 
removal or not. I'm not sure that it's a device. I don't know quite 
how it works. I know what it's called but I don't know how it works. 

Q Larry, why such a hurry if the President's still in 
the recovery room? You said he's virtually out from under anesthesia 
which suggests not completely. Why the necessity oi getting him tc 
assuma -- reassume the responsibilities of the Presidency while he's 
still in recovery? 

trn. SPEAiiliS: As the original letter said, it woul<l bo 
briefly and temporarily and it was briefly and temporarily. The 
President's prepared in the doctors' terms and in the terms of his 
top staff members. He's fully capable of making a decision. They 
had a conversation with him that included not only the letter, but 
included, once again, legislative matters. A few quips back and 
forth. So the President's in fine form and well on his way to being 
back to his usual self. 

Q Are you still looking at the timetable of the 
Pre~ident being here from seven to ten <lay~ at this point? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, there's no c11an9e in that. 

Q And he has expressed no curiousity to the doctors 
about the resulting biopsy on the polyp? 

Ml{. SPElUQ;S: No. I don't think that's uncommon in a 
recovering patient, no. 

Q Wl,at are the arrangements tonight should there be 
any change in his condition? 

MORE tH497-07 /13 



- 6 -

MR. SPEAKES: Are you prepared to stay? Weinberg will be 
here tonight and he will be just doors away from the doctors and he 
will notify me if anything comes up anu we'll call you all if 
anything comes up. Otherwise, we won't keep an office open. 

Q How will the ~resident be conducting business over 
the next few days? 

MR. SPEAKES: The President will be conducting business, 
probably take a look at some paperwork tomorrow. Don Regan will be 
out here tomorrow at 8:00 p.ru. and remain through the bigger portion 
of the day, I think. The White House staff will operate on its usual 
Sunday staffing. There won't be other than the normal people that 
are required to be in on Sunday, be there. 

Monday, it will be virtually -- with one, big exception, 
it will be virtually business as usual at the White House. I think 
Don Rogan will be coming out here mid-morning and spending some time 
with the President each day during the stay. Later in the week, 
lic'll probably have visitors, use the telephone, and so forth. 

O Has he cleared the desk now on the schedule in terms 
of wiping out all travel and -- l know he only had one trip, but --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. vJe haven't firmly made those 
decisions, but certainly, the President will have a normal 
post-operative recovery period -- seven to ten days here, a few days 
of easing back irito the scheuule .:it the White House. The doctor, I 
think, said this afternoon three to four weeks he should be doing 
pretty much business as usual. But I think it -- it just takes a 
while to get over surgery of any type. 

Q Any thought of going out to the ranch early? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't think so, Sam. I think we'll 
prob.:.ibly go out about when we planned. \that tho doctor did, as he 
told you, so he could get in the saddle about August 14th. 

Q Getting back in the saddle's important. (Laughter.) 

MR. SPEAK£S: Back in the saddle again. (Laughter.) 

Q Oh, god. 

U Hm. many medical personnel is with tho President at 
any given time? 

MIC SPEAKES: I think it var ie~. .Probably thrGe or four 
there in the area around the bed and half a dozen more in the 
recovery room suite. 

Q ls there u uoctor there all the time? 

MR. SPEAK£S: I would assume there's -- I don't knew 
whether the doctor's there. He's certainly in the immediate area. 

Enough? 

Q I just want to ask one other question that may seem 
-- did this paper the President signed today and then reclaiming 
part, did he hnve to have witnesses, signing witnesses? 

MR. SPEAKES: 'l'here' s no co-signing necessary. 

'rilE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 7:58 P.M. EDT 
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