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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Janua.ry 17, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

FROM: PETER J. RUSTHOVE~./7//( 
ASSOCIATE COUNSELL~:i PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter from Former Japanese Prime 
Minister Nobuske Kishi Concerning 
Reverend Moon and Other Matters 

Thank you for asking us to review the above-referenced letter 
to the President, which included an appeal for executive 
clemency for the Reverend Sun Myung Moon. 

Attached is a copy of the response we have been sending to 
recent clemency letters for Reverend Moon. This language can 
be incorporated (with such minor modifications as may be 
appropriate) in whatever response NSC or the State Department 
may wish to prepare to the former Prime Minister's letter, 
which addresses a number of personal and other topics unrelated 
to the appeal on Reverend Moon's behalf. 

Let me know if you have any questions; thank you. 

Attachment 



Dear ---
. . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I wanted to acknowledge and thank you for your recent letter 
urging that the President grant executive clemency to the 
Reverend Sun Myung Moon, and to apprise you of the current 
status of this matter. 

As you may know, Reverend Moon was granted a furlough during 
the recent holiday season; also, it is my understanding that a 
parole board hearing in his case is scheduled in the relatively 
near future. In addition, a formal request for executive 
clemency has now been submitted by Reverend Moon's attorney's 
and is being considered by the Pardon Attorney's office at the 
Department of Justice. 

I can assure you that your views will be given very careful 
consideration during that process, and sincerely appreciate 
your sharing your thoughts on this matter. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



9162 

· THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON \ '2-\ Vo \e'--\ 

~ hel~: ~ 
~ (}~J.,lj__ ft>AAL"'-

-\-o NSC.. ~ ~ ~~ fo,M.. 
b~ .:r~~ P~ lztsk. 
N~ , ~ v.J'OM.lcl ~ 

.. 
~ ~0-. ~l ~\ ~ 
-'ck~~~t,\.~ 
~ ~~ 2 \ ~ ~~ ~ 
~ F ~~'tOM.· 

'½~~ 
~«-<>~Ir~~ 



NODUSUKE KISHI 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. President, 

November 26, 1984 

Snow glistens around the summit of Mt. Fuji 
in Japan, telling us of the arrival of the real 
winter season. How is your land at this time of 
the year? I am very happy to hear that you are 
doing extremely well and seem to be in good health. 

I would like offer you my words of congratulation 
on the overwhelming victory of the earlier presi
dential election from the bottom of my heart. It 
was a sweeping victory, rare in the entire history 
of the United States of America. 

I consider that the reasons for your phenomenal 
victory are as follows. Firstly, I believe your 
personal charm and grace is a large factor. Then, 
there is the wonderful support the American people 
have demonstrated toward your public messages; in 
other words 1 your philosophy, religious belief, and 
firm political ideals. Furthermore, your stance to 
part with the New Deal policies of the Democratic 
Party ultimately derived from Marxism, which have 
been apparent since the time of President F. D. 
Roosevelt. 

My interpretation is that the vast majority of 
the American people supported and agreed with you 
wholeheartedly on these points. I would also predict 
that the history of the 21st century will evolve 
around these ideas you have set forth in your messages. 
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Today, I would like to make a request to you, 
Mr. President. This request is about a person whom 
I believe you may be acquainted with, the Reverend 
Sun Myung Moon. Rev. Moon is now under unjust 
confinement. With your cooperation, I would like 
to ask that he be released by all means from his 
unfair imprisonment as soon as possible. 

This November 20-23, the Seventh World Media 
Conference was held in Tckyc, and together with 
former Ambassador Douglas MacArthur II, I had the 
opportunity to serve as Honorary Chairman. Approxi
mately 800 journalists from 87 countries in the world 
participated in the Conference, which was a great 
success. On the final day, present Ambassador to 
Japan, Honorable Michael Mansfield also attended the 
farewell banquet to congratulate and encourage the 
group. 

Rev. Moon is the founder of this Conference. 
My understanding of Rev. Moon is that he is a genuine 
man, staking his life on on promoting the ideals of 
freedom and correcting communism. His existence is, 
and will be in the future, a rare, precious and 
indispensable one for the maintenance of freedom and 
democracy. I respectfully ask for your good decision 
on this case so that proper steps may be taken. 

I entrust this letter to one of my most reliable 
friends, Mr. Kagehisa Toyama. Mr. Toyama is the owner 
of R.F. Radio Japan, a broadcasting system. He is 
one of the few media men in Japan who has shown full 
understanding and support for the philosophy behind 
your policies from the past. In the Seventh Media 
Conference, Mr. Toyama presented a talk entitled, 
"Solidarity of Freedom," which was very well received 
by guests from foreign countries as well. 
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If you would look through the printed speech 
of Mr. Toyama when you have the time, he would be 
most delighted. 

Accompanying Mr. Toyama this time as an 
interpreter is Mr. Cappy Harada, a friend of Judge 
William P. Clark, Jr. I hope you will receive them 
although this must be an extremely busy time for 
you. I thank you deeply for your attention on this 
matter. 

This concludes my request for you today, 
Mr. President. We are both advancing in our years, 
so let us take care of ourselves and spend our days 
in good spirits. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Most sincerely yours, 

Nobusuke Kishi 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

FROM: PETER J. RUSTHOVEdll 
ASSOCIATE COUNSELL~~i"PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter from Former Japanese Prime 
Minister Nobuske Kishi Concerning 
Reverend Moon and Other Matters 

Our office has reviewed the "advance copy" of the State 
Department draft of the proposed Presidential reply to the 
above-referenced letter, and has no objection to the portions 
of the draft incorporating the language we previously sent to 
you about responses to correspondence concerning Reverend 
Moon's clemency request. 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 31, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

subject: Letter to the President from Former Japanese Prime 
Minister Nobusuke Kishi Requesting Executive Clemency 
for Reverend sun Myung Moon 

On November 26, 1984, Nobusuke Kishi, former Prime Minister 
of Japan, sent President Reagan a letter asking that Reverend 
sun Myung Moon be released from prison as soon as possible. 

Since the original letter is from a former Prime Minister 
of Japan, we believe that a reply from the President would be 
appropriate. we have prepared a draft reply to former Prime 
Minister Kishi, drawing on language prepared by the Office of 
the counsel to the President in response to other requests for 
clemency for Reverend Moon. 

Recommendation: 

That the President sign the attached letter to former Prime 
Minister Kishi. 

/~.c -41/')1,,, / r; . , V 1 'f fl , I /~ 
/ I '"! -\._.,.X~ 

./I thcholas Platt 
/-Executive Secretary 
/: 
I/ 

Attachments: 
1. Draft letter to former Prime Minister Kishi 
2. Letter to the President from former Prime Minsiter Kishi 

UNCLASSIFIED 



near Mr. Kishi: 

Thank you for your letter of November 26, and your kind 

words and generous observations on the reasons for my 

re-election. I share your judgment that the wide public 

support for the policies of my Administration during the past 

four years, as well as the message of hope which Vice President 

Bush and I carried to the American people during the campaign 

-- that together we Americans are creating a vibrant, robust 

and alive America, poised for renewed greatness -- were 

instrumental in the outcome of the election. I pledged in my 

inaugural address January 21 to continue those policies through 

my second term, and we shall certainly do so. 

As in Japan, the winter season has arrived in America. As 

you may know, it brought with it to Washington temperatures so 

cold that we were forced to.move many Inauguration Day events 

His Excellency 

Nobusuke Kishi, 

3F Nisseki Honkan, 3-12, 1-chome, 

Nishi Shimbashi, Minato-ku, 

Tokyo, Japan 



inaoors. I was especially disappointed for the many fine young 

Americans who had come to Washington to march in the Inaugural 

Parade and were unable to perform. However, as I spoke to many 

of those young men and women later that afternoon, it was clear 

to me that the cold weather had done nothing to cool their 

warmth and enthusiasm. It made me mindful once again that with 

them lies the real future of our world. 

I also appreciated receiving your thoughts on the 

imprisonment of the Reverend sun Myung Moon. As you may know, 

Reverend Moon was granted a furlough during the recent holiday 

season; also, I unaerstand that a parole boara hearing in his 

case is scheduled in the relatively near future. In addition, 

a formal request for executive clemency has been submittea by 

Reverend Moon's attorneys ana is being consiaerea by the Pardon 

Attorney's office at the Justice Department. I can assure you 

that your thoughts will be given very careful consiaeration 

during this process. 

In closing, thank you again for your thoughtfulness in 

writing and sharing your thoughts with me. Please accept my 

best wishes for many more years filled with health and 

happiness. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 17, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

HS01967 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

FROM: PETER J. RUSTHOVE~/7//( 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL~~€ PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter from Former Japanese Prime 
Minister Nobuske Kishi Concerning 
Reverend Moon and Other Matters 

9162-
add-on 

Thank you for asking us to review the above-referenced letter 
to the President, which included an appeal for executive 
clemency for the Reverend Sun Myung Moon. 

Attached is a copy of the response we have been sending to 
recent clemency letters for Reverend Moon. This language can 
be incorporated (with such minor modifications as may be 
appropriate) in whatever response NSC or the State Department 
may wish to prepare to the former Prime Minister's letter, 
which addresses a number of personal and other topics unrelated 
to the appeal on Reverend Moon's behalf. 

Let me know if you have any questions; thank you. 

Attachment 



THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

Dear • ---· 
I wanted to acknowledge and thank you for your recent letter 
urging that the President grant executive clemency to the 
Reverend Sun Myung Moon, and to apprise you of the current 
status of this matter. 

As you may know, Reverend Moon was granted a furlough during 
the recent holiday season; also, it is my understanding that a 
parole board hearing in his case is scheduled in the relatively 
near future. In addition, a formal request for executive 
clemency has now been submitted by Reverend Moon's attorney's 
and is being considered by the Pardon Attorney's offi~e at the 
Department of Justice. 

I can assure you that your views will be given very careful 
consideration during that· process, and sincerely appreciate 
your sharing your thoughts on this matter. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



NODUSUKE :JDSEIX 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. President, 

t1S01967 

November 26, 1984 

Snow glistens around the summit of Mt. Fuji 
in Japan, telling us of the arrival of the real 
winter season. How is your land at this time of 
the year? I am very happy to hear that you are 
doing extremely well and seem to be in good health. 

I would like offer you my words of congratulation 
on the overwhelming victory of the earlier presi
dential election from the bottom of my heart. It 
was a sweeping victory, rare in the entire history 
of the United States of America. 

I consider that the reasons for your phenomenal 
victory are as follows. Firstly, I ,elieve your 
personal charm and grace is a large 4 actor. Then, 
there is the wonderful support the Ainerican people 
have demonstrated toward your public messages; in 
other words, your philosophy, religious belief, and 
firm political ideals. Furthermore, your stance to 
part with the New Deal policies of the Democratic 
Party ultimately derived from Marxism, which have 
been apparent since the time of Pres~dent F. D. 
Roosevelt. 

My interpretation is that the vast majority of 
the American people supported and agreed with you 
wholeheartedly on these points. I would also predict 
that the history of the 21st century will evolve 
around these ideas you have set forth in your messages. 
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Today, I would like to make a request to you, 
Mr. President. This request is about a person whom 
I believe you may be acquainted with, the Reverend 
Sun Myung Moon. Rev. Moon is now under unjust 
confinement. With your cooperation, I would like 
to ask that he be released by all means fr_om his 
unfair imprisonment as soon as possible. 

This November' 20-23, the Seventh World Media 
Conference was hel~ in Tck7c, and to~et~er with 
former Ambassador Douglas MacArthur II, I had the 
opportunity to serve as Honorary Chairman. Approxi
mately 800 journalists from 87 countries in the world 
participated in the Conference, which was a great 
success. On the final day, present Ambassador to 
Japan, Honorable Michael Mansfield also attended the 
tarewell banquet to congratulate and encourage the 
group. 

Rev. Moon is the founder of this Conference. 
My understanding of Rev. Moon is that he is a genuine 
man, staking his life on on promoting the ideals of 
freedom and correcting communism. His. existence is, 
and will be in the future, a rare, precious and 
indispensable one for the maintenance of freedom and 
democracy. I respectfully as~ for your good decision 
on this case so that proper slaps may be taken. 

I entrust this letter to one of my most reliable 
friends, Mr. Kagehisa Toyama. Mr. Toyama is the owner 
of R.F. Madie Japan, a bro~dca~ting system. He is 
one of the few media men in Japan who has shown full 
understanding and support for the philosophy behind 
your policies from the past. In the Seventh Media 
Conference, Mr. Toyama presented a talk entitled, 
"Solidarity of Freedom," which was very well·received 
by guests from foreign countries as well. 
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If you would look through the printed speech 
of Mr. Toyama when you have the time, he would be 
most delighted. 

Accompanying Mr. Toyama this time as an 
interpreter is Mr. Cappy Harada, a friend of Judge 
William P. Clark, Jr. I hope you will receive them 
although this must be an extremely busy time for 
you. I thank you deeply for your attention on this 
matter. 

This concludes my request for you today, 
Mr. President. We are both advancing in our years, 
so let us take care of ourselves and spend our days 
in good spirits. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Most sincerely yours, 

Nobusuke Kishi 


