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PROPOSED TALKING POINTS FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR'S MEETING WITH SYG CARRINGTON
CABINET ROOM, 2 APRIL 1987
Thank vou Mr. President. I believe we all appreciate the
value and importance of NATO to our national securitv. Let
me also assure you, Lord Carrington, that we all appreciate
your efforts to keep the Alliance moving forward -- in both
political cohesion and military preparedness.
Efforts to promote armaments cooperation enhance both the
political and defense cohesion of NATO. We all recognize
the dynamic nature of the threat NATO faces, and the
requirements to deter that threat.
Will (Taft), you have been as deeply involved as anyone in
carrving out the US part of armaments cooperation. Could
you share some of vour perspective with us?
[After presentation by Deputy Secretary Taft]
Lord Carrington from your vantage point as Secretary
General, would you care to comment on how this effort is
progressing?
[After any remarks by Lord Carrington]
Sam (Nunn), the resources the US has available to help prod
and stimulate this effort are due in large part to your
energetic sponsorship by you and John Warner. Would you
like to comment?
John (Warner), what would vou like to add?

[After Warner's comments, if there is no discussion, =--

close the meeting]
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I can speak for not only the President but the entire
Administration when I say that this has been a most
encouraging exchange. It is a demonstration that NATO is
using imaginative and effective ways to achieve needed
defense improvements in the most effective possible ways.
In addition, it is a prime example of bipartisan cooperation
between the legicslative and executive branches of the US
Government to demonstrate the central role NATO's health
plays in our national security. I thank all of you for vyour

continuing efforts.

CONTINGENCY QUERIES TO BE USED ONLY TF THE REMARKS PREVIOUSLY

ELICITED DO NOT STIMULATE DISCUSSION OR FILL MEETING TIME.

Cap, DOD has been working vigorously to accelerate defense
improvements through cooperative efforts. Do you see any
difficulties in continuing to achieve progress in these

efforts?



PROPOSED TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT
CABINET ROCM MEETING
10:20 A.M., APRIL 2, 1987

Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of Congress:

Lord Carrington and I just had substantial discussions about
the vitality of the Alliance. One element of that vitality
is armaments cooperation.

Congress' contribution in endorsing and funding the
co-development program at an initial funding level of $200
million has opened up new opportunities of benefit to
everyone -- especially to taxpavers for a better return on
their "defense dollar."

This endeavor is helping to improve NATO's conventional
defense as we move forward in our negotiations on equitable,
stabilizing and verifiable reduction of nuclear weapons.
Also it will help our force efficiencv when we begin
negotiations with the Warsaw Pact for more stable
conventional forces from the Atlantic to the Urals.

As a result of the Nunn/Roth/Warner amendment in the Senate
there may well be as many as a dozen Memoranda of
Understanding signed in cooperative ventures with Alliance
nations. This is a historic first in the Alliance, and will
have a profound impact on NATQ's conventional defense as
well as better return on both US and European taxpayers'
defense investment in all Alliance nations.

This amendment has been a model of partnership and

constructive cooperation between the U.S. Mission to NATO,
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the North Atlantic Council, the Department of Defense, and
Capitol Hill, and has received special Senate floor
leadership from Senators Nunn, Warner and Stevens.

Senators Nunn, Warner and other Members here today have been
either co-sponsors or leaders in promoting this important
legislation in the Authorizing and Appropriating Committees.
This partnership approach is the best antidote to trends
towards defense protectionism on both sides of the Atlantic
as well as troop withdrawal amendments.

The international political framework NATO has set up for
stimulating progress in this partnership venture has been
remarkable. The newly created reinforced North Atlantic
Council meetings of Deputy Defense Ministers includes the
French, the first such use of the Council since 1950. This
is a very constructive way to encourage closer French
cooperation on Defense issues.

This framework has also been a challenge and a stimulant for
Europeans to get their house in order, and to eliminate
costly weapons duplications.

Our representative at these NATO meetings, Will Taft, is
here with us and I understand will have some remarks later.
I am grateful that Lord Carrington has taken personal
leadership in this area at NATO and, like him, I am anxious
for continued Congressional support for the program. I am

sure Lord Carrington will alsoc wish to sav a few words.
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In sum, we have an excellent model here of both
international and bipartisan domestic cooperation aimed at
improving our common security.
I deeply appreciate the wisdom and energy of all the parties
who have made it work -- many of whom are gathered here
today. We would appreciate hearing your views on where we
should go next.
Unfortunately, I can not stav, but I would like to turn the
meeting over to my National Security Advisor, Frank

Carlucci.
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