Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: 11067

(International Organizations:
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO))

Case file Number(s): 168398 (2 of 2)
Box Number: 13

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 03/30/2023


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/

Internationally, while maintaining the peace in Europe, the

nations of the Atlantic community cannot be unconcerned with
the ambitions and actions of the Soviet Union and its allies
other parts of the world -- ambitions and actions which
threaten global stability, the sovereignty of independent
states, and the free flow of international trade. While the
specific role of the Alliance is geographically limited, the
interests of its members in international peace and security

are not.

The engagement of the Western nations for peace has
increased markedly in recent years, as has the difficulty of
the international situation. The US and its allies are worki
together, for example, in such disparate regions as southern
Africa -- through the Namibia Contact Group -- and the Middle
East -- through the Multinational Force in Lebanon -- in the
recognition that the stability which we have enjoyed cannot
endure forever if the rest of the world is embroiled in

conflicts.

The US and Europe

I have no doubt that the nations of the Alliance will
continue to live up to these responsibilities. Certainly no

one should doubt the commitment of the United States to the
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continuing effectiveness of our coalition. The security of

Europe and North America is inextricably linked, and NATO is

the proven expression of that interdependence. American
Presidents of both parties -- Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy,
Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter -- were all united in their

support to NATO.

The United States did not come easily to the Atlantic
Alliance. Independence and continental isolation had a long
tradition. As Washington put it, reflecting the deeply held

convictions of generations of his countrymen:

"Europe has a set of primary interests, which to
us have none or a very remote relation. Hence

she must be engaged in frequent controversies,

the causes of which are essentially foreign to

our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be un-
wise in us to implicate ourselves, by artificial
ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics,
or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her

friendships or enmities."

These concerns were eventually to be swept away in the
violence of World War I and World War II, which made clear that
an active policy of collective security in peacetime was needed

if the democratic nations of the West were to survive. There



are still, of course, critics in the US who gquestion the value
of the Alliance. And there are those who would prefer to avoid
the difficulties of working in close concert with other nations

over a long period of time.

But this is not my View, nor is it that of any Alliance
statesman. So long as the sense of common heritage and
interests remains vigorous in the West, and so long as the
world remains the dangerous and challenging place that it is
today, there is no alternative to collective security in the
Atlantic Alliance. Looking ahead on this thirty-fifth
anniversary, I am confident that our peoples will be
celebrating many more anniversaries of this unique and vital

enterprise.
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THE TIMES

Times Newspapers Limited, P.O. Box 7,
200 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8EZ (registered office)
Telephone 01-837 1234 Telex 264971 Registered no. 894646 England

From the Editor

18 October, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington DC 20500

USA

Dear Mr President,

As you know, next year is the 35th anniversary of the

North Atlantic Treaty. We propose on The Times to celebrate
the occasion by publishing an extended series of articles on
the Alliance and its future. We are inviting heads of
government , leading academics, parliamentarians =nd
representatives of industry and labour to contrik.te to

this series.

The series will run in the paper from January 1984 to April
1984, the month when the treaty was signed in 1949.

Shortly after the conclusion of the series the contributions
will appear as a collection in book form to be published by
Times Books.

We intend this series to be a contribution to Alliance think-
ing for the rest of the century. The sections will cover
global affairs, defence and arms control, the economic
challenges and responses, defence and domestic opinion in

the West, regional security outside the Alliance area, and
the views o0f selected heads of government in the Alliance
countries.

We want to encourage those people whom we invite each to
contribute a 2000 woxrd article, to think cut loud - even the
unthinkable = about the future, rather than to recycle existing
and well known statements of position. 1In other words, we

hope the series will .. stimulating, provocative and forward-
looking, to make the maximum impact on public opinion.

Continued ...



18 October, 1983

President Ronald Reagan

I am writing to you as President of the leading country

in the Western Alliance. Your view from the summit is
clearly of major importance in the development of East/West
and West/West relations. I do hope you will be able to
contribute to this series,; since we would like to start it
off with an article from you and one or two of the leading
heads of government among your European allies in Nato.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours ¢

Charles bougias-tHome
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December 8, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
e
FROM: ROBERT M, KIMMITT

SUBJECT : Draft Article for the President's Signature
on the NATO Alljance and its Future

Charles Douglas-Home, Editor of The Times of London, wrote the
President (Tab B), inviting him to contribute an article on the
NATO Alliance and its future. The piece would be included in a
series of articles by NATO heads of government and other leading
figures, and timed to coincide with the Alliance's 35th Anniver-
sary next year.

The Department of State has provided the attached draft (Tab A)
which is factually sound and conveys the appropriate themes;
however, we feel that it does not adequately reflect the
President's personal style. Therefore, I would like to suggest
that this draft be forwarded to the Speechwriters for their
comments and edits.

Thank you.

Attachments

TAB A Draft Presidential article
TAB B Letter from Charles Douglas-Home to the President
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

December 8, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
BV
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT

SUBJECT: Draft Article for the President's Signature
on the NATO Alliance and its Future

Charles Douglas-Home, Editor of The Times of London, wrote the
President (Tab B), inviting him to contribute an article on the
NATO Alliance and its future. The piece would be included in a
series of articles by NATO heads of government and other leading
figures, and timed to coincide with the Alliance's 35th Anniver-
' sary next year.

The Department of State has provided the attached draft (Tab A) °*
which is factually sound and conveys the appropriate themes;
however, we feel that it does not adequately reflect the
President's personal style. Therefore, I would like to suggest
that this draft be forwarded to the Speechwriters for their
comments and edits. C

Thank vou.

Attachments

TAB A Draft Presidential article
TAB B Letter from Charles Douglas-Home to the President
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United States Department of State

Washington. D.C. 20520

November 8, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Draft Article on NATO for the President

As regquested in your memorandum of November 3, attached is
a draft London Times article on NATO for the President's
signature.

éngharles HNL
ecutive Secretary

Attachment: As stated

CONPERENT AR~
DECL: OADR




Future Tasks of the Atlantic Alliance

by Ronald Reagan
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Alliance leaders knew first hand the dangers of war, and the

requirement for unity to deter it.

But they had more than sound historical understanding.

They had remarkable foresight. The structure of Atlantic

cooperation which they built has ensured the longest period of

European peace, stability and progress in history, during a

time when the world has undergone rapid and accelerating

political, economic, social, and technological change.
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«@ﬂv Fhe Alliance agreed that as INF weapons were introduced,
Qp&f existing weapons would be removed on a one-for-one basis. In B
oSt ‘
- addition, however, NATO Pedewess—iiiecars decided Fast—fZT]l to
n an edd ihounad

%educe the NATO nuclear stockplle by 1,400 weapons. Together

™o ’\(*ﬂapt\#mw;

with 1,000 warheads already removed as—%he—*eea&t—of—the—fﬁ?
N

deci sion, tH§§F¥&fthET unilateral reductionSwill bring -o-2.400_
’-‘-o 24"‘0"0 *
the number of weapons withdrawn since 1979, is—effees—autting
NATD has bren Weduced 1

he overall stockpile by one-third.
n

wtll con Wue
For—thre—future, éhe USﬁLs_cammahhod to workimg- with s QWA

_S-NAP& allies to ensure deterrence at the lowest possible level

of nuclear weapons, and to strengthen the capability of

[4

conventional forces to deter conflict and lessen the likelihood

ofgaﬁ&eaf war.



ikﬁﬂrwest—Re%at;eﬁs—aad—;a%efﬁ&téena&—?eace—*

, ensSuN o credible, MUTay po e
--Ev-e-n-As we work to Ast-rengthen__nu.cj_e_a.:_a.nd—eeme.a-t-i-eaa—l

deterrenee, wWe muSTt also seek to engage the Soviet Union in a

constructive dialogue on she—outseandiad questions which divide

East and West. The United States and the NATO allies are

A
¥
Qé? currently engaged with the Soviet Union in the broadest arms
@\s control agenda in our history, covering strategic and
@ {‘g intermediate range nuclear weapons, conventional forces in
%A§~ urope, and chemical weapons, to list only the principal
xg?' topics. This agenda is not one that developed overnight ,—nor— A

i ﬁkﬁ are—all Qf the items subject-—teo—immediateE Tresotueton. But we

are confident that the negotiating process can and will produce -

positive results, if the Soviet Union is prepared to recognize

TDULSQOLderM;ﬂM

the legitimate security interests of the Alliance.

must wamX 4v do ‘5 pliave . We camndl Find Sl '{‘fu-n-dmuxh%s-
d s w&dc&ouwmm of pea e
a onsg 1 WAL
mvﬂm'?ﬁénﬁas:jWest dialogu Mé.lf's—o embrace';:’u“w S ns

conlovned we Tha dedsing Find A+ M4 i dota net, e camnst exped to

ghich are wvital—+eo—the strengthensme=ef mutual confidence and

understanding. T i ivigual a a o]

Western—peltiticalt—thought—and—practicer—But; Whilé their

importance-and legitimacy are universally reeegmized; tHEY are

adb-too—often—ignoreds In our bilateral dealings with the

*

Soviet Union, and in the multilateral channels of the

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, the nations
L]
oo, 1o . )
of the Atlantic community will -be pursué&§ improvements in the

rights of the individual, wdu commumtealion amd. L TXTTV
amd. vaspmets A Qrtiiiz “NLQN;M}&hL Juldd?rdb on Tla u}kglg,A4u41;,
o o LAus oﬂ*ldaikiiub peaple o Tue B -



Internationally, while maintaining the peace in Europe, the

threaten global stability, th ig% eignty of independent

states, and the free ‘f international trade. While the

specific roleg® @ Alliance is geographically limited, the

interest f its members in international peace and security

The engagement of the Western nations for peace has
increased markedly in recent years, as has the difficulty of
the international situation. The US and its allies are working
together, for example, in such disparate:regions as southern
Africa -- tnrough the Namibia Contact Grohp ~-- and the Middle
East -- throhgh the Multinational Force in Lebanon -- in the
recognition that the stability which we have enjoyed cannot
endure forever if the rest of the world is embroiled in

conflicts.

The US and Europe

o A law & . .
I bave—ﬁe—éeabtnthat the nations of the Alliance will

LS iy :
continue to live up toA?hGSE'respon51b111t1es. Certarmrey No

one should doubt the commitment of the United States to the
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continuing effectiveness of our coalition. The security of
Europe and North America is inextricably linked, and NATO is
the provenrexpression of that interdependence. AmeriTan
Presidenrts—of—roth—parties ==Trunan,—Eisenhower—Kennedy,
support Lo -NATO-

The United States did not come easily to the Atlantic

Alliance. Independence and continental isolation had a long

Ve dank”

tradition. As Washington put it,
A

4 s

s . -
convittronrs—ofgererattomnrs—of

"Europe has a set of primary interests, which to

)
us have none or a very remote relation. Herece

sFhre—must—peengaged—in-frequenrt CONTLOVErsies,

£l : o) o1 : .
U concens——Heree,—threrefors, T mMuUst be an-
wise—ia-us-to implicate—ourselves, by artiticial —
ties,—in-the ordinary vicissitudes ot her potiticss
] T i . . llisi e
 ondsh {ties."
et wen Jae hegn e Twe crunios ago, bud Tt v was
.
These—concerms wWereeventuortiy—ee—»e swept away in the

(+became.
violence of World War I and World War II, wiich—mede clear that TL&ML\DQS

hﬂ'sgné}bL%(ﬂU;A&&hiHb*19 ) ) )
hén active policy of collective security ir—peaeetitme—wrs—TIEeded’

if the democratic nations of the West were to survive. $here—
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But this is not my—viewr—ner—ts—1tt—that or3Iny Xtitancs

statesman~ SO long as the sense of common heritage and
interests remains vigorous in the West, and so long as the

world remains the dangerous and challenging place that it is

today, there-is.no alternative to-eottective—secwritty—In the
A st B streng and vibvent .
Atlantic Alliance. Looking ahead on this
I\

anniversary, I am confident that our peGples will be
. . _wen .
celebrating many more anniversafries of this i i

enterprise.

irty-fifth
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KJQAIU.Qx‘amJIo—T;iErh )';hﬂLéthJNt-—(:LLMAQNL Aol '(34
J
Tus w1 M‘A% MME " Tloare ‘li AU 7l
Neitably i The ,'LfC’::AQT‘«:,Gw‘uL af e F.tap,l_z,cs{
Tha world w vy.u._d.cwv\ amd é,u peoce . & shane—
" Presicmt Thuman's beV‘tQuéAAA ' '



B

THE TIMES .

Times Newspapers Limited, P.O. Box 7,
200 Gray's Inn Road. London WC1 X 8EZ (registered office)
Telephone 01-837 1234 Telex 264971 Registered no. 894646 England

From the Editor

18 October, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington DC 20500

USA

Dear Mr President,

As you know, next year is the 35th anniversary of the

North Atlantic Treaty. We propose on The Times to celebfate
the occasion by publishing an extended series of articles on
the Alliance and its future. We are inviting heads of
government , leading academics, parliamentarians and
representatives of industry and labour to contribute to

this series, ’

The series will run in the paper-:from January 1984 to April
1984, the month when the treaty was signed in 1949.

Shortly after the conclusion of the series the contributions
will appear as a collection in book form to be published by
Times BooOks. .

We intend this series to be a contribution to Alliance think-
ing for the rest of the century. The sections will cover
global affairs, defence and arms control, the economic
challenges and responses, defence and domestic opinion in

the West, regional security cutside the Alliance area, and
the views of selected heads of government in the Alliance
countries. .

We want to encourage those people whom we ipvite each to
contribute a 200C word articlc, to think out loud - even thc
unthinkable - about the future, rather than to recycle existing
and well known statements of position. 1In other words, we

hope the series will be stimulating, provocative and forward-
looking, to make the maximum impact on public opinion.

Continued ...



18 October, 1983

President Ronald Reagan

I am writing to you as President of the leading country

in the Western Alliance. Your view from the summit is
clearly of major importance in the development of East/West
and West/West relations. I do hope you will be able to
contribute to this series, since we would like to start it
off with an article from you and one or two of the leading
heads of government among your European allies in Nato.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sipterely,

e

Charles Douglas-Home
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ACTION December 7, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT ™ wTwmMmTmT
FROM: MARC BEF

SUBJECT: Article for the President's Signature on the
NATO Alliance and its Future

Over a month ago, you tasked State to draft an article on the
NATO Alliance for attribution to the President, and they returned
the attached draft (Tab A). While it is factually sound and
conveys the appropriate themes, it does not reflect the Presi-
dent's style. Therefore, I think it would be a good idea to
forward the article to the Speechwriters for editing and comments.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to Richard Darman (Tab I) asking for
edits and comments by the Speechwriters.

Approve Y“K— Disapprove
A&Lg

Attachments

TAB I Memorandum for Richard Darman
TAB A Draft Presidential article on NATO Alliance
TAB B Letter from Charles Douglas-Home to the
President
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

November 3, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Article, for the President's Signature, on the
NATO Alliance and its Future

At Tab A is a letter to the President from Charles Douglas-Home,
Editor, The Times of London. In his letter, Mr. Douglas-Home
invites the President to contribute an article, 2000 words long,
which will be part of a series of articles by heads of government
and others on the NATO Alliance and its future. The publication
of these articles will be timed to coincide with the 35th an-
niversary of NATO.

We would like to honor Mr.Douglas-Home's request and, therefore,
ask that you provide a draft by Tuesday, November 8.

Thank you.

Robert M. Kimmitt
Fxecutive Secretary

TAB A Incoming correspondence from Charles Douglas-Home
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ON S1 U | Ct JNCI
ACTION November 2,1983

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M., KIMMITT
FROM: MARC B:

SUBJECT: Article, for Presidential Signature, on
the NATO Alliance and its Future

At Tab I is a memo to Charles Hill tasking State to produce a
draft article, for the President's signature, on the NATO Alli-
ance and its future. This article will be one in a series by
heads of government to be published by the Times of London in
celebration of NATO's 35th Anniversary.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo at Tab I to Charles Hill.

Approve K- Disapprove
Attachments
TAB T Kimmitt to Hill memo

TAB A Incoming correspondence from Charles
Douglas-Home
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