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1001 CONGRESS

" 1sT SESSION H R 1953

To deny certain trade benefits to Romama unless that country recognizes and
protects the fundamental human rights and freedoms of all citizens of that

country, particularly Hunganan-speakmg and other ethnic minorities, and
for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ArrIL 6, 1987

Mr. KonnYu (for himself, Mr. PORTER, a,ndSMr. LANE)H troduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Comins ays and Means

A BILL

To deny certain trade benefits to Romania unless that country
recognizes and protects the fundamental human rights and
freedoms of all citizens of that country, particularly Hun-
garian-speaking and other ethnic minorities, and for other

- purposes.

1 Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.
The Congress—
(1) notes that the Department of State, in the

publication entitled ‘“Country Reports on Human
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Rights V'Practiees for 1986, determined that “In the
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area of human rights, major discrepancies exist be-

“tweeni generally accepted standards, for.-example as .-

embodied in the ‘Helsink_i‘ Final Act of the Confer_énce,
on Security and (;ooﬁeration in Eu'r(;p‘e, axid Romanian
practice . . .” in that . . . The party, tilrough the
Government, continues to limit and often deny the
right to free speech dnd free assembly and association,'
and to apply restrictions to religious practice . . .”;
“(2) is aware tﬁat the Romanian Government has
committed severe infractions with regard to the Consti-
tution of the Socialist Republic of Romania which
states, in Article 17 thereof, that ‘“The citizens of the
Socialist Republic of Romania, irrespective of their na-
tionality, race, sex or religion shall have equal rights in
all fields of economie, political, juridical, social and cul-
tural life.”’, and, in Article 22 thereof, that “In the So-
cialist Republic of Romania, the coinhabiting nationali-
ties shall be assured the free use of their mother
tongue as well as books, mewspapers, periodicals,
theatres | and education at all levels in their own
languages’’;
(3) finds the Socialist Republic of Romania i fla-
grant violation of the Helsinki Agreement of 1975 with
specific regard to the human rights provisions in clause

VII which states that “The participating States on
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3
whose territory national minorities exist -will respect .

the right iof persons belonging to such minorities to -

'equa,lity before the law;- will a,ffﬁordA them the full: oppor—_‘;

tunity for actual enjoyment of human rights an&._funda— '
mental freedoms and will, in this manﬁer, i)rotect their
legitimate interests in this sphere.”’; and that “They
will promote and encouraée the effective exercise of
civil, polijcjcal, economic, social, cultural and other
rights and freedoms all of which derive from the inher-
ent dignity of the human person and are essential for
his free and full development.”’;

(4) finds the substantial and growing trade deficit
of Romania with the United States to be an indirect
but meaningful indication of support by the United
States for Romania’s continuation of human rights
violation; and |

(5) finds that the desire of Congress to reduce and

- eventually eliminate Romanian human rights violations

SEC.

is based on the right of the United States to choose its
friends and, therefore, choose which countries shall be
granted nondiscriminatory treatment (most-favored-
nation treatment).

2. PURPOSES OF ACT.

The purposes of this Act are to effect, notwithstanding

25 any other provision of law—
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(1) the eventual te{'ni@nation and -th‘e annusl pro- .
gressive amelioration of'{:he_qurfenf policies and prac-
tices of the Grovernment. of ‘Romania under v&rjhiéh th’(;-
citizens practicing their religion and Hu;l_ga;rian-speak-i
ing and other ethnic minorities are limited in their
rights (as accorded by the Helsinki Act of 1975 and
the Constitution of the Socialist' Republic of Romania)
to e:xpress their cultural heritage, as is illustrated by
the attempts of the Romanian Government to repress
such cultural expression by progressively eliminating,
on a yearly basis, Hungarian churches, schools and
publications (including Bibles printed in the Hungarian
language) from the Romanian society; and
(2) to highlight the historical commitment of the
United States to basic human rights and to express this

country’s concern for these rights within Romania.

SEC. 3. INITIAL SUSPENSION OF NONDISCRIMINATORY

TREATMENT (MFN).

(2) IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION.—(1) Notwithstanding

any other provision of law, but subject to subsection (b), the
products of Romania that are entered during the 1-year
period (hereinafter referred to as the “initial suspension
year’’) beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act
may not be accorded nondiscriminatory treatment (most-

favored-nation treatment).
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1 (2) As ﬁsed n ‘this Act, the term “‘entered” means en-’ ;
tered, or withdrawn fro;n wq,réhouse for cohsiﬁnption, in the
customs territory of the United States. - "

(b) PRESIDENTIAL STUDY AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—

If the President submits to Congress, before the 181st day of

(1) the annual objectives of the United States

2
3
4
5
6 the initial suspension year, a' study contairﬁng—
7
8 toward a;(;hieving the gradual reduction of Romanian
9

human rights violations during the remainder of the

10 initial suspension year and the 5-year period following
11 the initial suspension year, to the end that such viola-
12 tions will cease before the close of such period,;

13 (2) recommendations regarding the actions to be
14 taken by the United States within such 5-year period
15 (and stated on an annual basis within such period) to
16 effectuate such reduction and cessation; and

17 (3) a statement of Presidential commitment re-
18 garding the achievement of the actions referred to in
19 paragraph (2); |

20 the President may extend nondiscriminatory treatment to the
21 products of Romania that are entered during the remaining

22 days of the initial suspension year.
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SEC. 4. NONDISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT DURING 5-YEAR

PERIOD. - ‘ . .

(a) In GENERAL.—Except as provided in subéeetion (),
the President may extend nondiscriminatory treatment to the
products of Romania that are entered during each of the 5
successive 365-day peri(;ds that occur after the close of the
initial suspension year if the President submits to Congress,
not later than 30 days before the first day of such 365-day
period, a report stating that the Romanian Government is
achieving, on a timely basis, the applicable human rights vio-
lation reduction objectives stated in the study required under

section 3.

(b) TERMINATION OF NONDISCRIMINATORY TREAT-
MENT.—The extension of nondiscriminatoryrtrea,tment to the
products of Romania during any 365-day period referred to in
subsection (a) shall be terminated with respect to products
entered after the day within that period on which there is
enacted a joint resolution of the Congress statmg that “The
Congress disapproves the application of nondiseriminatory
treatment (MFN) to the products of Romania that was rec-
ommended by the President to the Congress in the study
submitted on , ~ with respect to the period

; with the first blank containing the

date of the study submitted under section 3(b) and the second

O®HR 1953 TH
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1 blank containing the beginning and closing dates of the 365- o
2 day period in which the disapproval applies. - o
,'O - : - o L
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To suspend most-favored-nation trade privileges to Romania until that govern-

ment recognizes and protects fundamental human rights, and for other
purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRIL 27, 1987

* Mr. KonnyYU (for himself, Mr. LLaANTOS, and Mr. PORTER) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means .

A BILL

To suspend most-favored—natioﬁ trade privileges to Romania
until that government recognizes and protects fundamental
human rights, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONGRESSIONAL FIi‘JDINGS.

The Congress—

(1) notes that the Department of State, in the
publication Country Reports on Human Rights Prac-
tices for 1986, determined that ‘“In the area of human

rights, major discrepancies exist between generally ac-
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sinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, and Romanian prac;tice.-_ , . . The
party, through -the. Government, continues to restrict
and control the right to free speech and free assembly
and association, and to apply restrictions to religious
practice:.”; '

(2).1s aware of numerous accounts from the De-
partmc;ant of State, congressional delegations, and vari-
ous human rights organizations, that Romanian citizens
are being arbitrarily harassed, intérrogated, and arrest-
ed by Romanian Government aﬁthorities for the exer-
cise of civil and religious liberties;

(3) finds that official Romanian harassment of reli-
gious believers has not only been extended to the
arrest of persons for carrying Bibles and other religious
materials, but even carried to the point of destroying
places of worship, including most recently the coun-
try’s largest Seventh Day Adventist Church and the
Sephardic synagogue in Bucharest;

(4) further finds that the United States trade defi-
cit with Romania (which continues to be high) is a
result of our extension of nondiscriminatory treatment
(most-favored-nation treatment) to that country and
can be construed as an endorsement of that nation’s

abusive internal practices;

®HR 2175 IH
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(5) is aware that during 1986, overall emigration
from Romania to Israel and other najt'ions declined for
the second consecutive year; ‘ o .

(6) is also aware a6f the severe limits placed on the
rights of Hungarians and other ethnic minorities within
Romania to express and maintain their cultural herit-
age, as 18 illustrarted by the attempts made by the Ro-
manian Government to eliminate systematically Hun-
garian churches, schools, traditions, and even the Hun-
garian language from Romanian society;

(7) recognizes and emphasizes the continued dedi-
cation of the United States to fundamental human
rights (as noted in section 402 of the Trade Act of
1974) and 1s concerned with Romania’s lack of com-
mitment to those rights; and

(8) commends the President for withdrawing Ro-

‘mania’s eligibility for duty-free treatment under the

Generalized System of Preferences because of Roma-
nia’s violation of “internationally recognized . worker

rights”’.

SEC. 2. SUSPENSION OF NONDISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT

FOR ROMANIAN PRODUCTS.

The products of Romania shall not receive nondiserim-

24 inatory treatment (most-favored-nation treatment) during the

oHR 2175 IH
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six-month period heginning on the date of enactment of this

Act. , - ‘- S -
SEC. 3. REPORTING REQI:TIREMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONDI-
TTONS TN ROMANIA. |
Not later than sixty days after the date of enactment of
this Act, and every sixty days thereafter, the President shall
submit to the Coné'ress a detailed report on the human rights
situation in Romania, including an assessment of—

(a) whether free emigration continues to be
denied; whether more than a nominal tax continues to
be imposed on emigration or on the visas or other ldoc-
uments required for emigration; and whether more than
nominal taxes, levies, fines, fees, or other charges con-
tinue to be imposed on citizens as a consequence of
their desire to emigrate;

(b) the degree to which the Government of Roma-
nia continues to persecute its citizens on religious and
political grounds, and to repress Hungarians and other
ethnic minorities in Romania; and

(c) the progress Romania is making toward fulfill-
ing its promise to facilitate the printing, importation,
and distribution of several thousand Bibles in both the
Hungarian and Romanian languages, and toward pro-

viding building permits or acceptable alternative places

OHR 2175 IH
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of worship to churches and synagogues which have

been destroyed or expropriated by the:Govémment.
The President shall cqntinuja. to submit such reports as sched-
uled, whether or not n;)ndi?scriminatory treatment (most-fa-
vored-nation treatment) is restored to Romanian i)roducts
after the six-month suspension period.

SEC. 4. NONDISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT OF ROMANIAN
PI;ODUCTS AFTER THE SIX-MONTH SUSPEN-
SION.

If, after expiration of the six-month suspension, the
President exercises his authority under the Trade Act of
1974 to restore nondiscriminatory treatment (most-favored;
nation treatment) to the products of Romania, his next report
to the Congress pursuant to section 3 of this Act shall con-
tain an assessment as to whether such restoration will also
substantially alleviate the concerns denoted in the reporting

requirement in sections 3(b) and 3(c) of this Act.

@)
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WORLD FEDERATION OF HUNGARIAN JEWS

Magyar Zsidok Viligszovetsége — U.S.A. Division

AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP HOUSE » 136 EAST 3%th STREET * NEW YORK, NY 10016 ¢ 683-5377 — 725-1211, Ext.5 ]

President
NORMAN N. GATI

Chairman of the Board
GABOR NEWMARK

Co-Chairman of the Board
ZOLTAN LEFKOVITS

Exec. Vice President
ERVIN FARKAS

Treasurer
LESLIE NANASI

Comptrollers
THEODORE KOEVARY
JOSEPH WHITE

Chairmen of the Committees
DR. RANDOLPH L. BRAHAM
(Cultural)
SANDOR A. BRUMMER
(Memorial)
GABOR CARELL}

. (Arbitration)
ARTHUR BURNS
(Ways and Means)
LESLIE BOKOR
(Financial)
STEVEN KALDOR
(Membership)
COLEMAN K. KAHAN
(Press)
VIKTOR KLEIN
(Social Affairs)
RITA RAYMEN
(Entertainment)

JENO NOGRADI
(Public Relations)

President Emeritus
DR, FREDERIC GOROG*

Spiritual Leader

Honorary Presidents
ODON-ANTL*
MICHAEL BERGER

Honorary Vice Presidents
JOSEPH-M. BIACH
LESLIE KELLER

) . JOSEPH SOMLO
RABBI ARTHUR SCHNEIER ?gsg::?:g‘l'__?;kNB'RAHAM MARTIN WEISS
NICHOLAS NANASI Vice Presidents
JOSEPH ROTH SANDOR BRUMMER
MRS. ALBERT SPEED _ TIBOR FOGEL
OSCAR SUNSHINE* - LESLIE KARDOS
TIBOR J. WALDMAN ANDRE POLLATSIK
IMRE WEITZNER, SR.,M.D.  BELA RADNAI
s Deceased BILL J. SEREGI
(ij§(r~
September 24, 1986

¢t

Mr. Max Green

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House - Rm. 196
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Green: -

On behalf of the delegation of Hungarian
Jewish 1leaders who recently visited this
country, we wish to thank you for your warm
reception and for playing a key role in an
extremely successful day in Washington.

We all 1left with a sense that you
understood the opportunities that exist today
in Hungary for reviving Jewish culture in a
land with such a rich history of Jewish
scholarship and 1learning. The delegation
feels very strongly that Jewish education is
one of its foremost priorities, for it is the
only hope of a future for the more than
100,000 Hungarian Jews. In addition, their
baggage of problems includes maintaining the
basic communal services such as its
restaurant and public kitchen as well as the
only hospital in Eastern Europe under Jewish
auspices. Preserving the Hungarian Jewish
heritage is yet another concern, including
the restoration of the more than 1300
cemetaries in the country and the
aging and decaying synagogues.

All Contributions are Tax Deductible
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Members of the Board

DR. MOSES W. CARMILLY
AG| CHASE

IMRE CSENGERI

BELA FOTI

ANDREW FREEMAN
JOSEPH J. FRIED, M.D.
LASZLO FRIED

MARTIN GERHARDT
MICHAEL GERHARDT
DEZSO GERO

JOHN GORDON ‘
SANDOR GROSS

VERA HONT

LESLIE KARSON
SANDOR KOVACS
EUGENE MARKOVITS
MIMI MAUTNER

HEDY MERZON

_JOLIE NANASI

HERMAN RIEDERMAN
CAROLE ROTH

LEON RUBACH
ROBERTRYAN
MARCEL SAND

LEO L. SCHEIBER, M.D.
LESLIE SINGER
LOUIS SIPOS

GABOR SOMJEN, M.D.
OSCARSRETER, M.D.
EVATEICHOLZ
SUSAN UNGAR
MIKLOS VARKONY
FRANK VARNA|
ROBERT WALDMAN
M.D. WEINSTOCK
ERNEST ZELIG



We know that we will be able to count on
you for your future support.

Best wishes.
Sincerely,

O

Leslie Keller Andor Weiss



LUBIC M

LUBINSKY COMMUNICATIONS INC.

August 21, 1986

TO: Max Green
RE: Hungarian Jewish Delegation

I think that this is an excellent opportunity for the Vice
President to show his concern for the welfare of Jews behind the
Iron Curtain. I know that it will also mean a great deal to

Hungarian Jews in this country.

Please let me Xnow as soon as possible about the
arrangements for this visit.

ama

Advertising, Graphic Design, Public Relations & Govermmentat Affairs
475 Fifth Avenue, Suite 415, New York, N.Y. 10017, 242 889 1808




WORLD FEDERATION OF HUNGARIAN JEWS

Magyar Zsidok Vilégszovetsége — U.S.A. Division

AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP HOUSE © 136 EAST 39th STREET ¢ NEW YORK, NY 10016 » 683-5377 — 725.121 I, Ext.5 1

President ~

NORMAN N, GAT!
Chairman of the Board
GABOR NEWMARK
Co-Chairman of the Board
ZOLTAN LEFKOVITS

Exec. Vice President
ERVIN FARKAS

Treasurer
LESLIE NANASI

Comptrollers
THEODORE KOEVARY
JOSEPH WHITE

Chairmen of the Committees

DR. RANDOLPH L. BRAHAM

(Cultural)
BANDOR A. BRUMMER
(Memoriul)

GABOR CARELL!
. (Arbitration)
ARTHUR BURNS
(Ways and Means)
LESLIE BOKOR
(Financlal)
STEVEN KALDOR
{Membership)
COLEMAN K. KAHAN
(Press)
VIKTOR KLEIN
(Social Affairs)
RITA RAYMEN
(Entertainment)

JENO NOGRADI
(Public Relations)

Losonci,

President Emeritus Honorary Presidents Honorary Vice Presidents
DR. FREDERIC GOROG* ODON ANTL" JOSEPH M. BIACH
MICHAEL BERGER LESLIE KELLER
glzrng‘?IALF‘::":ie[lR SCHNEIER DR RANDOLPH L. BRAHAM  JOSEPH SOMLO
JOSEPH FETTMAN* MARTIN WEISS
NICHOLAS NANASI Vice Presidents
JOSEPH ROTH SANDOR BRUMMER
MRS. ALBERT SPEED TIBOR FOGEL
OSCAR SUNSHINE* LESLIE KARDOS

. TIBOR J. WALDMAN

IMREWEITZNER, SR.,, M.D.  BELA RADNAI
* Deceased BILL J. SEREGH
August 20,
Vice President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Vice President Bush:
We are writing to  respectfully
suggest that you extend us the courtesy

of meeting with a delegation of visiting

leaders of the Hungarian Jewish
community, during their brief stay in
this country on Monday - Friday,

September 8 - 12.

The delegation consists of Dr. A.
President of MIOK -~ Hungarian
Jewish Community Council, Mr. Lajos
Bakos, Vice President of the Hungarian
Jewish Community Council and Mr. H.
Fixler, President of the Orthodox section
of MIOK.

This mission of the responsible and
recognized leadership of the Hungarian
Jewish community is anxious to give you a
first-hand report of the condition of
Hungarian Jewry, the growing cooperation
between the Hungarian Jewish community
and the government, the condition of
Jewish cemetaries in that country and the
role that our country can play in helping
the remnants of the once thriving Jewish
community survive religiously and
culturally.

All Contributions are Tax Deductible

~

ANDRE POLLATSIK

Members of the Board

DR. MOSES W. CARMILLY

AG] CHASE

IMRE CSENGERI
BELA FOTI

ANDREW FREEMAN
JOSEPH J. FRIED, M.D.
LASZLO FRIED
MARTIN GERHARDT
MICHAEL GERHARDT
DEZSO GERO

JOHN GORDON
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VERA HONT

LESLIE KARSON
SANDOR KOVACS
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MIMI MAUTNER
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CAROLE ROTH

LEON RUBACH
ROBERT RYAN
MARCEL SAND

LEO L. SCHEIBER, M.D.
LESLIE SINGER
LOUIS SIPOS

GABOR SOMJEN, M.D.
OSCAR SRETER, M.D.
EVATEICHOLZ
SUSAN UNGAR
MIKLOS VARKONY
FRANK VARNAI
ROBERT WALDMAN
M.D. WEINSTOCK
ERNEST ZELIG



The delegation of Hungarian Jewish
leaders will be accompanied by top
American leaders of the World Federation
of Hungarian Jews, among them Mr. Leslie
Keller and Mr. Andor P. Weiss of New
York, and Menachem Lubinsky, a well known
Jewish activist in New York, formally the
director of government affairs of Agudath
Israel.

We would be grateful if you were to give
them several minutes of your valuable
time on any one of those days. Please
let us know whenever will be most
convenient for you.

Sincerely,

Norman N. Gati
President



