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Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Once each May, amid the quiet hills and rolling lanes and breeze-brushed trees of Arlington National 
Cemetery, far above the majestic Potomac and the monuments and memorials of our Nation's Capital just 
beyond, the graves of America's military dead are decorated with the beautiful flag that in life these brave 
souls followed and loved. This scene is repeated across our land and around the world, wherever our 
defenders rest. Let us hold it our sacred duty and our inestimable privilege on this day to decorate these 
graves ourselves-with a fervent prayer and a pledge of true allegiance to the cause of liberty, peace, and 
country for which America's own have ever served and sacrificed. 

During our observance of Memorial Day this year we have fresh reason to call to mind the service and 
sacrifices of the members of our merchant marine during World War II-these gallant seafarers have now 
deservedly received veteran status. More than 6,000 of them gave their lives in the dangerous and vital duty of 
transporting materiel to our forces around the globe. We will never forget them as we honor our war dead. 

Our pledge and our prayer this day are those of free men and free women who know that all we hold dear 
must constantly be built up, fostered, revered, and guarded vigilantly from those in every age who seek its 
destruction. We know, as have our Nation's defenders down through the years, that there can never be peace 
without its essential elements of liberty, justice, and independence. 

Those true and only building blocks of peace were the lone and lasting cause and hope and prayer that 
lighted the way of those whom we honor and remember this Memorial Day. To keep faith with our hallowed 
dead, let us be sure, and very sure, today and every day of our lives, that we keep their cause, their hope, 
their prayer, forever our country's own. 

In recognition of those brave Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the 
people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and 
designating a period when the people of the United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, 1988, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour 
beginning in each locality at eleven o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I urge the 
press, radio, television, and all other information media to cooperate in this observance. 

I also direct all appropriate Federal officials and request the Governors of the several States and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag 
be flown at half-staff until noon during this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels 
throughout the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of the 
United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes on this day for the customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twelfth. 


