
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Correspondence, White House Office of: 
Records, 1981-89 

Folder Title: National Catfish Day 
Box: Box 81 (1987) 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 
To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 
Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 
Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 
 
Last Updated: 05/23/2023 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


National Catfish Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

More and more Americans are discovering a uniquely American food delica
cy-farm-raised catfish. In 1986, catfish comprised the third highest volume of 
finned fish consumed in the United States. Ninety-nine percent of all these 
catfish were farm-raised. Between 1975 and 1985, production of farm-raised 
catfish increased by 1200 percent. Most observers expect that production will 
co~tinue to increase in 1987. Production costs of catfish farming, which have 
averaged only 65 cents per pound over the past 8 years, have resulted in a 
stable income for growers and an economical food product for consumers. The 
accompanying growth of the catfish processing industry also has created 
thousands of permanent jobs. 

Farm-raised catfish have come a long way from their bottom-feeding ances
tors. The catfish that are available today, fresh or frozen in markets nation
wide, are products of state-of-the-art methods of aquaculture. They thrive in 
clean freshwater ponds on many American farms, where they are surface-fed 
soybean meal, corn, fish meal, vitamins, and minerals. Farm-raised catfish not 
only furnish American consumers with a tasty delicacy but also provide a 
nutritious, low-calorie source of protein that is also low in cholesterol. 

In recognition of the value of farm-raised catfish, the Congress, by House Joint 
Resolution 178, has designated June 25, 1987, as "National Catfish Day" and 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in its observ
ance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim June 25, 1987, as National Catfish Day. I call 
upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eleventh. 


