Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT,
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL: COUNTRY
FILE: Records, 1981-1985

Folder Title: ARGENTINA (04/03/1982-04/06/1982)
Box: RAC Box 26

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/

WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

- Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE Withdrawer

File. Folder .. . ARGENTINA (04/03/1982-04/06/1982) FOIA

o f’»i I F1637

Box Number 26 VEIGEL

. 4
'ID Doc Type . Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions
. Pages

39315 CABLE 031958Z APR 82 2 4/3/1982 BI
R~ 12/5/2017  pNLR-748-26-5-1--3

39316 CABLE ALEXANDAR HAIG TO THE PRESIDENT RE 2 4/3/1982 Bl

' FALKAND ISLANDS DISPUTE

R 12/5/2017  NLR-748-26-5-2-2

39317 PAPER RE FALKLAND ISLANDS 12 7/1/1964 B1
R 12/5/2017  NIR-748-26-5-3-1

39318 MEMO NORMAN BAILEY TO WILLIAM CLARK RE 1 4/5/1982 Bl
ARGENTINE-UK DISPUTE '
R  11/2/2017  NSC WAIVER

39319 CABLE 062053Z APR 82 2 4/6/1982 Bl
R 12/5/2017 NLR-748-26-5-5-9

39320 CABLE 032204Z APR 82 1 4/3/1982 BI
R 12/5/2017 NLR-748-26-5-6-8

39321 CABLE 031540Z APR 82 1 4/3/1982 BI1
R 12/5/2017 NLR-748-26-5-7-7

39322 MEMO 1 4/6/1982 Bl

. NORMAN BAILEY TO WILLIAM CLARK RE

FALKLANDS

R  11/2/2017  NSC WAIVER

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [{b)(3) of the FOIA] '
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE Withdrawer
. MID  7/26/2007
File Folder ARGENTINA (04/03/1982-04/06/1982) ' FOIA
‘ F1637
Box Number 26 ' VEIGEL
4
ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions
_ Pages
39323 MEMO ALEXANDER HAIG TO THE PRESIDENT RE 2 4/6/1982 BI
FALKLAND ISLAND DISPUTE :

R  12/5/2017  pNLR-748-26-5-9-5

39324 MEMO ALEXANDER HAIG TO THE PRESIDENT RE 2 4/5/1982
US ROLE :

R 12/5/2017 NLR-748-26-5-10-3

B1

39325 MEMO JIM RENSCHLER/ROGER FONTAINE TO v 1 4/6/1982
WILLIAM CLARK RE US ROLE '

R 12/5/2017  NLR-748-26-5-11-2

B1

39326 MEMO WILLIAM CLARK TO THE PRESIDENT RE US 2 4/6/1982
ROLE '

R  12/5/2017  pNLR-748-26-5-12-1

Bl

39327 MEMO  ALEXANDAR HAIG TO THE PRESIDENT RE 2 4/5/1982
US ROLE (DUPE OF 39324) -

R 12/5/2017  NLR-748-26-5-10-3 (DUPE)

Bl

-The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information {(b)(1) of the FOIA] ’

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute {(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [{b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’'s deed of gift.



a
THE WHITE HOUSE - _~
WASHINGTON

/A

TC)V CADN Tored Q{\ N 4////
A15

Q

2

N D
=
<

Q=

)

5 Ty
G/

Vs iy
R - / i :
ST N A g K e

7 L

- ) Y R ; i
\\ $ D\\“\‘ o5 xﬁﬁ\q D

e NN ok s e
Ao ke Vesdk aven hevsk om Y 6 \oute

-\,‘h Cod 0N Se made *\( ¥ '4



spent m
ﬁcxalssaldtaday. o
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‘TlmeHas RunOut’

'fhe Amencan ofﬁclal said General' ‘
‘Galtieri rephed that he appreciated Mr.’

Reagan s coricern but that for 149 years
the British had riot relinquished sover-

‘eignty over thé islands, and that “‘time.
“has run out ” He said the United States

appeal was overtaken by events. . -
According to White House. ofﬁcx S

Mr Reagan was told at 7A. M. today by | I
tumal security | b
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~ Prime Minister Thatcher held several urgent cabinet meetings
" while opposition politicians were comparing her government's
~humiliation to the 1956 Suez fiasco. Any help the Royal

! took the unprecedented step of telephoning the President of

~invaded and seized the British Crown Colony the-Falkland

‘the British Government by surprise. The British Governor

- force, were captured and reportedly flown off the islands.

-such a move could compromise relations with the U.5.. Mr,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE *

Washington, D.C. 30420 \ S -~
b
- HIGHLIGHTS OF APRIL 2. o —

CBS EVENING NEWS

‘%: .
N
.
} £

FALKLAND ISLANDS - An estimated 4,000 Argentine Marines todly

Islands. An Argentine Lt. Commander was killed; two other
officers were wounded in the fighting. "Britain-immediately
broke off all diplomatic relations. One reason for Argentinq'
action today may be the islands' potential oil wealth. The"
regxon could be another North Sea type oil field (Dan Rather) -

The Argentlnlan task force, led by a secondhand airctaft
‘carrier that once belonged to Britain, took the Colony and

General was arrested along with his family. The eighty Royal .
Marines, who constituted the colony's only regular defense -
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News from the islands was fragmentary. There was no word e
of the reaction of the 1800 islanders who make up the entire
population. Their representative in London said they would ..
not give in easily. There were signs of activity at military-.
installations around Britain, but it became clear tonight that
the Government had been bluffing when it hinted earlier this
week that a British Naval task force was already on the way. =

]
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Navy could now send is days, if not weeks, away. (Tom Fentoh)

P

The invasion finds President Reagan uncomfortable and -
embarrassed. Uncomfortable because both Argentina and Great
Britain are close allies. Embarrassed because the President

b

Argentina for 50 minutes last night to personally urge him not
to go ahead with the invasion. (Footage of Reagan statemant:
"I wish it had not gone forward. I understand they have landed _ =
there, and I did talk to the President of Argentina in trying =
to persuade him not to go forward with that.”) At the State ":f
Department the Administration formally endorsed Britain's —
position. (Footage of Romberg statement: "We've made clear =
that we deplore the use of force by the Government of Argentina ==
to resolve this dispute. And we've called on Argentina to
ceage immediately hostilities and to withdraw itms military | ©
forces from the Falkland Islands.”) An Administration source * _
says that President Reagan was disturbed when Argentina went
ahead with the invasion after he warned the Argentine President
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Reagan has taken several steps to improve relations with
Argentina, and reportedly is cooperating with the Government
of Buenos Aires in establishing a paramilitary force to combat
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s Communism in Central America. Even though the U.S; hasvtreaty
obligations with both Argentina and Britain, White House officials
say the U.S. has no commitment in this case to take action and has

no plans to. (Leslie Stahl)

BREZHNEV CONDITION - The washington Post reported that 75-year old
Leonid Brezhnev may have suffered a mild stroke lagt week while
returning from a hectic 4-day trip to Tashkent (phonetic). The
report said Brezhnev was taken on a stretcher from the Moscow
Airport to a hospital. Unidentified sources are quoted by the Post
as saying that Brezhnev's health had deteriorated seriously durIng

the trip and that he is expected to remain in the hospital "for
weeks_. (Dan Rather) ,

S S

BOB JONES, JR. BLASTS HAIG - Ian Paisley was to address a bible

conference today at the fundamentalist Christian Bob Jones University

in South Carolina. Paisley's visa was denied at the last minute,
and that brought down the wrath of University Chancellor Bob Jones,
Jr. on Secretary Raig. Jones agked the school's 6,000 students -
yesterday to remember Haig in their prayers, but not in the usual -
way. . (Footage of Jones statement: "I'm going to pray that God

will get rid of that man. And I hope you pray too. The Lord will |

smith him hip and thigh, bone and marrow, heart and lungs, and

At today's bible service Jones continued the offensive, saying he

~ believes the prayers against Haig will be answered. (Footage of

-Jones gtatement: "I'm quite sure the Lord‘'s going to deal with
that man and I want you to watch and see what happens in the days -
ahead. God‘'s judgments are sometimes slow, but they are very

~_certain.”) Bob Jones refused CBS's request for an interview, and
'CBS was not allowed to interview students to get a sense of whether
they agree with Jones and may now be fervently praying for the . .-

divine destruction of Alexander Haig. (John Chayan) .

ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT

FALKLAND ISLANDS - Argentina claimed recovery of the Falklands

all there is to him, that he shall destroy him quickly and uttetly.') :

- hours before the British Government admitted the invasion had taken

place.’ Only a handful of 60-70 Royal Marines and an additional
civilian defense force protect the Islands' 1800 residents. The
Argentinians sent a fleet of warships loaded with an estimated
4,000 troops. Argentina said the islanders surrendered as meekly
as the sheep they have raised for generations. In London the
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first response by some members of Parliament was anger. Parliament .

‘meets again tomorrow for an extraordinary weekend session, the
first of its kind since the 1956 Suez crisis. Margaret Thatcher
cancelled a visit with the Queen to spend the day with her qabinet.
In terms of military response, the British are sending their own- -
warships, including a nuclear powered submarine to the South* -
Atlantic, but no one in authority seems willing to say what the
British armada will do once it reaches the Falklands. There is
a growing feeling in official circles in London that Britain's
most viable and perhaps only weapon is diplomacy. Seismic
surveys show the Falklands may be rich in offshore o0il reserves. .
(Bob Dyke) -



2.

3.

- Security Council. A Res~'ution calling for Argentina's withdrawal

~~a lot of weapons and lip service from the Soviet Bloc, but so

~_far nobody has shown the slightest interest in shelling out the

- million dollars a day it will cost to keep that country afloat.
80, Nicaragua's 2.7 million people are suffering a case of the

. o
The Falkland invasion is being taken serioualy by the U.S. and has
personally involved President Reagan. (Footage of Reagan statement:
"I wish that it had not gone forward. I understand they have o
landed there and I did talk to the President of Argentina in trying
to persuade him not to go forward with that.") Actually, Mr.
¢+ Reagan spent 50 minutes. on the phone last night with the Argentine .
Presldent.A Among other things, he said, "We will do anything to-
be of help." But by that time the Argentine Navy was already on
its way. Today the international community is also taking the
incident seriously and Britain raised the matter at the U.N,
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and negotiations to settle the dispute is now under consjideration.
But the Argentines say they will stay put. As international
incidents go, it is hard to get too worked up about ‘this one,
except that it does illustrate once again that the power of the.
big powers is not what it used to be. (Barrie Dunsmore)

CENTRAL AMERICA - It is the position of the U.S. that the civil w&r '
- 1n El Salvador is maintained by the supply of arms to the guerrillal
from Cuba and Nicaragua. Yet it is now clear the U.S. is willing

- to negotiate with Nicaragua. Peter Collins reports the U,S.
Ambassador to Nicaragua has been recalled to Washington possibly

to prepare for those negotiations. (Frank Reynolds)

NICARAGUA - It's been almost three years since the revolution in =
Nicaragua, but you would think it just happened yesterday. The. -

Sandinistas are still in charge and just as anti-American as ever.

Nicaragua has cried "jnvasion" so often the rest of the world is

‘starting to worry about it. Washington's response is usually .~

- gomething 11ke, “The same to you, Nicaragua." Nigaragua. ie nearly

" $2.5 billion in debt; inflation is at 25% and rising: Per capite

income is $650 per year and falling. Nicaragua has been getting

xr

post-revolutionary blahs. The Reagan Administration viewas Nicaragua
as a Communist cancer that is likely to spread, though it has been
trying to teach the Nicaraguans a lesson. Washington has cut off
economic aid, though it is still bankrolling private businesses

and opposition groups there. It is looking the other way while
Nicaraguan exiles use American soil to train for a military comeback.
And it has plans on the drawing board for a covert action force to
sneak around Nicaragua and make trouble. Somebody is already doing
that. A series of bombings had rattled the countryside in recent
weeks, and the Sandinistas are getting very nervous. They have
declared a state of'emergency, suspended civil liberties and put

the whole country in a kind of yellow alert. If Washington: ‘sees

a Russian behind every bush there, the Nicaraguans see a U.S. .
Marine. Washington insists NMicaragua ieg building the biggest L
army in Central America--much more war power than it needs unless

it has desxgns on its neighbors. The Sandinistas deny that and

say they are just taking precautions against Washington's designs

‘on Nicaragua. There are a couple of thousand Cuban military

advisors there, but there are also thousands of Cuban doctors,

nurses and teachers. Public health is better; public housing is
going up for the poor. About the best Washington can hope for is E
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that Nicaragua will keep its Marxist cancer to itself and become

a kind of Yugoslavia--non-aggressive and non-aligned. If in fact
Nicaragua is really prepared to leap into the arms of Moscow
Cuba-style, Washington is just making it that much easier for them.

(Richard Threlkeld)

U.S. VETOS RESOLUTION - At the U.N. tonight the U.S. vetoed a

Security Council Resolution that appealed to all states not to use
force against any Central American or Caribbean country. The vote
on the draft was 12 in favor and 1 against. (Frank Reynolds)
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NBC Nightly News

-----

FALKLAND ISLANDS - In Washington, there was concern over what
was happening in the Falkland Islands today. Other than

‘deploring, urglng and condemning, there was very little the

U.S. could do in the Islands dispute. The White House did
announce that last night, President Reagan put in a telephone

“call to Buenos Aires in an attempt to reverse the Argentine

invasion. (Roger Mudd)

The President spent fifty minutes on the phone with the
Argentine President. Reagan tried to talk him out of the
invasion, warning that the use of foré¢e would be- met by-
force from“the British--stressing that Prime Minister ™

~Thatcher was determined and would not give in. He added that

use of force would wreck recently improving U.S. relations with-
Argentina because the American people and the Congress would
regard it as an _act of aggression. The Argentine President
thanked Reagan but said that time had run out since the British
refused to give up sovereignty. Today, Reagan expressed regret,

_that his efforts to stop the Argentiniane had failed. What
. action would the U.S. take? REAGAN: "Just to be of help if we

can in this dispute.® At the State Department, Spokesman Romberg .

called on the Argentinians to pull out. ROMBERG: " (inaudible)...

we deplore the use of force by the government of Argentina

‘to resolve this dispute. We've called on Argentina to cease
“immediately hostilities and to withdraw its military forces
“firom the Falkland Islands." Officials refuse to say publicly

who the U.S5. believes has claim to the Falklands, but, as one

- official put it, we wish the British had pulled out some time

ago.  The President got: involved because the Administration was

~anxious to avoid having two of its key allies in military conflict::

the British, our strongest ully in Europe; and Argentina, a key
supporter of American policy in Central America. (Judy Woodruff)

‘As an example of how the Administration is trying to play the
-episode down the middle, State Department Spokesman Romberg

tried to avoid using elther the British name--the Falkland
Islands-~or the Argentinian name--the Malvinas Islands. He
simply called them "The Islands". (Roger Mudd)

BOB JONES‘BLAST AT HAIG - Ian Paisley was denied permission to
visit Bob Jones University in South Carolina on grounds that
his presence might be inflammatory. When the news reached
Bob Jones today, the Chancellor of the fundamentalist school,

Bob Jones, Jr., urged the students to pray that the Lord "smite"

Secretary of State Haig--"smite" him hip and thigh, heart and

‘lung, and all there is to him. At last report, the Secretary

was "unsmitten."” (Roger Mudad)

 BREZHNEV - Soviet officials refused to comment today on a report

that Leonid Brezhnev may have had a mild stroke a week ago on
his way home from a trip in Soviet Asia. (John Chancellor)

Brezhnev's health has deteriorated visibly on his exhausting
four day tour last week. Western diplomats say that he may
have undertaken the demanding trip just to prove that h= could.
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-ﬂ} There were no U S. foreign policy related items on MacNeil-Lehrer

~ - 8- —~ 9

Soviet television was forced to show crowd shots frequently

to avoid picturing the ailing Soviet leader, Several official
‘meetings were cancelled because of his fragile health. He

was last seen publicly at an airport ceremony as he departed

for Moscow. There is no confirmation of reports that Brezhnev

grew seriously ill during the flight to Moscow. Western

diplomats believe that he is hospitalized and that Churneynko (sp) .

a Polit Bureau member, is in controll for the time being ‘

Churneynko is widely expected to take power if Brezhnev cannot o
- continue in office. (James Compton) -

4., D'AUBUISSON - D'Aubuisson, - leader of the most popular right-
wing party in El Salvadoxywas talking today about the left-wing .
rebel groups which are fighting there. He said "we will pass 2
an amnesty law, but we won't accept a dialogue with people o

. who won't accept democracy." D'Aubuisson also promised to
- carry out the reforms which had been started in El Salvador.
{(John Chancellor) :

‘Other Notes
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MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS:

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS
MESSAGE;

IMMEDIATE
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O O @P31358Z APR 82 ZFFs6

FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES NIACT IMMEDIATE 4710

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 2553
BT

S Gt STATE ©83865

NODIS

FOR AMBASSADOR

E.D. 12865; RDS-3 4/2/12 (ENDERS, THOMAS]

TAGS: UK, AR

SUBJECT: UK USE OF ASCENSION ISLAND AIRFIELD

1. S - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. THIS MESSAGE ALERTS YOU TO A DECISION WE HAVE MADE

REGARDING UK OPERATIONS ON ASCENSION AND ASKS THAT YOU
INFORM THE GOA.

3. ON APRIL 2 WE RECEIVED A BRITISH REQUEST FOR SUPPORT
FOR THE MOVEMENT OF UP TO TWELVE RAF C-13@'S TO ASCENSION
DURING THE PERIOD OF APRIL 3-7. THE BRITISH INFORMED US
THEY PLANNED TO FERRY TROOPS BY AIR TO ASCENSION FOR
EMBARKATION ABOARD SHIPS THERE EN ROQUTE TO THE SOUTH

ATLANTIC, WE NOwW HAVE CONFIRMATION THAT HMG HAS PROCEEDED
WITH THIS MOVEMENT AND THAT IT WILL SOON BECOME PUBLIC
KNOWLEDGE.

MESSAGE (CONTINUEDI) :

4. YOU SHOULD APPROACH APPROPRIATE GOA OFFICIAL AND
INFORM HIM THAT THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE U. S. AND THE
UK WITH REGARD TO THE BASE ON ASCENSION REQUIRES A
POSITIVE RESPONSE TO UK REQUESTS FOR FACILITIES, SUCH
AS IN THE PRESENT CASE. ASCENSION ISLAND IS A BRITISH
POSSESSTION, THE U. S. AIR FORCE OPERATES AN AIRFIELD
(WIDE-AWAKE AFBJ ON THE ISLAND AS PART OF ITS EASTERN
SPACE AND MISSILE RANGE. THERE IS ONE U.S. MILITARY
PERSON AT FIELD. PANAM, UNDER CONTRACT TO NASA, EMPLOYS
ALL OTHERS. THE UK HAS THE CLEAR LEGAL RIGHT TO LAND
UK MILITARY AIRCRAFT THERE AFTER NOTIFEYING THE USAF
COMMANDER AT THE AIRFIELD. THE USG IS OBLIGATED UNDER
A 1962 AGREEMENT GOVERNING ITS USE OF WIDE-AWAKE TO
COOPERATE IN UK USE OF LOGISTIC, ADMINISTRATIVE OR

o .
DECLASDIED
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OPERATING FACILITIES. THUS, SUCH USE OF THE AIRFIELD

DOES NOT IN ANY WAY CONSTITUTE U. S, INVOLVEMENT IN THE
UK/ARGENTINE DISPUTE. -

5. IF PRESSED REGARDING THE PURCHASE BY THE UK OF U. S.
FUEL STOCKS ON THE ISLAND, YOU MAY SAY THAT OUR 1862
TREATY WITH THE BRITISH REQUIRES SUCH SALES. HAIG
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in Central America. Also, Argentina is already heavily
dependent on Soviet grain purchases; we must avoid giving the
USSR new opportunities such as the establishment of an arms
supply relationship.

Our calculated policy of balance will become increasingly
difficult to sustain if the British are forced to take military
action. It will therefore be important for us to use our
influence in both capitals to seek a non-military solution
before the British fleet arrives in about two weeks. Buk if
diplomatic maneuvers fail, and if the U.K. requires greater
support from us, we should be prepared to consider ways to be
responsive while bearing in mind our interests in Argentina.
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April 5, 1982
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK
FROM: NORMAN A. BAILEY /72

SUBJECT: Argentine-U.K. Dispute

Argentina and the U.K. are two of our staunchest allies.
Argentina in fact has a good legal claim to the Falklands

but of course military conquest cannot be condoned despite
British refusal to negotiate seriously. It is by no means
clear that the British can retake the Falklands by conventional
military means.

The closest recent parallel was the December 1961 Indian
military takeover of Goa, Damao and Diu from Portugal and
the Indonesian conquest of East Timor in 1975, also from
Portugal. At least in the latter case, it is clear that the
takeover was contrary to the desires of the inhabitants. 1In
neither case did the UN, the "international community," etc.
do anything effective.

Taking all the above factors into consideration, I recommend
the following course of action: call the OAS Council into
session as provisional organ of consultation under the terms
of the Rio Treaty to propose a solution consisting of the
referral of the dispute to the World Court or binding arbitra-
tion with a decisidn in not more than one year, Argentine
evacuation of the islands and reestablishment of the British
civil but not military authorities in the meantime.

This might not be acceptable to one or both of the parties,
but at least it would demonstrate our concern to be constructive
and objective.

Roger Fontaine concurs.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you recommend the above proposal to the President,
Secretary Haig and OAS Ambassador Middendorf.

OK No
cc: Tom Reed CoorAs ey
CONFEBENT TAL \
Review April 5, 1988 BY _{ 45[ Naname I ./ 7..



















































SECKET

RECOMMENDATION

Yes No

That you approve Al Haig's recommendation (Tab A)
subject to careful monitoring as we process with
the problem.

Prepared by: James Rentschler
Roger Fontaine
Dennis Blair
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Such an OAS initiative could include a separation of
forces, as well as withdrawal of Argentine forces now on the
Falklands and OAS administration of the Islands while a
permanent solution is negotiated. In order to make such an OAS
role acceptable to the British, we would have to put Americans
on the Islands as part of an OAS mission. If this proposal
prospers, it may be desirable for you to name a distinguished

American to play a lead role under 0OAS auspices in achieving a
negotiated settlement.

At this point we should keep our role as unstructured as
possible. We need to determine the interest of both sides
before making a more specific proposal. It is clear that the
UK will scrutinize carefully an initiative that involves an
organization of which it is not a member.

Recommendation:

Following up on your expressed willingness to see the US be
an honest broker, that you authorize us to sound out the
British and Argentine governments quietly. While we would wish
to keep our options open, we would intend to explore initially
an OAS peacemaking role in which we would play a leading part.

Approve

Disapprove









