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CBS EVENING NEWS J tJ 
·,.;. 

··-· .. ~ ... 
FALKLAND ISLANDS - An estimated 4,000 Argentine Marines today 

· invaded and seized the British Crown Colony the~~alklan4 
Islands. An Argentine Lt. commander was killed, two other 
officers were wounded in the fighting. "Britain·i.mmediately 
broke tiff all diplomatic relation■• One reaaon for Argentin~•• 
action today may be the islands' potential oil wealth. 'l'ha ·· 
region could be another North Sea type oil field. (Dan Rather)"· 
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_The Argentinian task force, led by a secondhand aircraft -~ 
carrier that once belonged to Britain, took the Colony -,id 2 

· the British Government by surpriae, The Briti•h Odv.rnor . j 
General was arrested along with hie family. The:•ighty-Royal . :; 
Marines, who constituted the colony'• only regular de.fentte •··· .:.:. ·~ 
force, were captured and reportedly flown off the ialand■• ··-:1 
News from the islands was fragmentary. There was no word - .. ~ 
of the reaction of the 1800 islanders who make up the entire --~ 
population~ Their representative in London said they would .. · ~ 
not give in easily. There were signs of activity at mil¼tuy·;:. .· :: 
installations around Britain, but it became clear.tonight that . j 
the Government had been bluffing when it hinted earlier .thia __ J 
week that a British Naval task force wa• already on the way. ~- · · · -.... 
Prime Minister Thatcher held several urgent cabinet meeting■ 1 
while opposition politicians were comparing her. government•• j 
humiliation to the 1956 Suez fiaaco. Any help the Royal . • ~ 
Navy could now send is days, if not weeks, away. (Tom Fenton) .: ~ ;. 

--~ 
Thmbe invasiodn finds ~re•~~nt yeaga.n :c~mfortabie an!s 

O 
. t· 1 

e_ arrasse. Uncom ort e becau■• t Argent na • ra• · ~ 
Britain are close allies. Embarra■■ed because the President ·~ 
took the unprecedented step of telephoning the President of 1 
Argentina for 50 minutes last night to personally urge him not_ -::.:! 
to go ahead with the invasion. (Footac;e of Reagan stat811\9D~I ~ 
"I wish it had not gone forward. I understand they have landed-:;:: 
there, and I did talk to the President of Argentina in trying ~.:! 
to persuade him not to go forward with that. ") At the State · ·:i 
Department the Administration formally endorsed Britain's ~.:! 
position. (Footage of Romberg statement: "We've made ~lear .. •-:::-~ 
that we deplore the use of force by the Government of ~entina '.'.:-; 
to resolve this dispute. And we've called on Argentina to . ;l 
cease immediately hostilities and to withdraw its military .. ~ .. :! 
forces from the Falkland Islands.•) An Administration source· ' ~ 
says that President Re~gan was diaturbed when Arg~ntina went. -~ 
ahead with the invasion after he warned the Argentine President ·3: 

· such a move could compromiae relation■ with the U.S. · Kr. : :; 
Reagan has taken several steps to improve relation& with -~ 
Argentina, and reportedly is cooperating with the Government -
of Buenos Aires in establishing a paramilitary force to combat -

.~ 
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•Communism in Central .America. Even though the U.S. has treaty 

r 
obligations with both Argentina and Britain, White House official• 
say the u.s. has no commitment in this case to take action and bu 
no p~ans to. (Leslie Stahl) 

. :. •:· 

2. BREZHNEV CONDITION - Th~ uciishington Post reported that 75•year old 
Leonid Brezhnev may have suffered a mild •troke la•t week while 
returning from a hectic 4-day trip to Tashkent (phonetic). The 
report said Brezhnev was taken on a stretcher from the Moscow 
Airport to a hospital. Unidentified aources are quoted by the Poat 
as saying that Brezhnev's health had deteriorated aerioualy during 
the trip and that he is expected to remain in the hospital "for 
weeks". (Dan Rather) 

... 

j 

-... ~ -.... 
BOB JONES, JR. BLAS'l'S HAIG - Ian Paisley was to address a bible .! 
conference today at the funda.mentali■t Christian Bob Jones Univaraity: 
in South Carolina. Paisley's visa was denied at the last minute., "j 
and that brought down the wrath of Onivereity Chan0ellor Bob Jonea, i 
Jr. on Secretary Baig. Jones asked the school' a 6,000 students .. :: 
yesterday to remember Haig in their prayers, but not in the usual ·] 
way. . (Foot·age of Jones statements "I'm going to pray that God ---: 
will get rid of that man. And I hope you pray too. The Lord will 
smith _him hip and thigh, bone and marrow, heart and lungs, and , ~ 
all there·is to him, that he shall destroy him quickly and utterly.•)~ 
At today.• s bible service Jones continued the offensive. ■aying he 
believes the prayers against Haig will be answered. (Footage of 
Jones statement: •1•m quite sure the Lord's going to deal with 
that.man and I want you to watch and see what happens in the days 
ahead. God's judgments are sometimes elm,, but they are very 

. 
; .. 

certain.") . Bob Jones ref used CBS•• request for an interview, and ·;:: 
,.Z' 

CBS was not allowed to interview students to get a sense of whether ~ 
they agree with Jones and may now be fervently praying for the , .. . : 
divine destruction of Alexander Haig. (John Chayan) '•.'.· • , ... ::: 

ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT 

FALKLAND ISLANDS - Argentina claimed recovery of the Falklands 
hours before the British Government admitted the invasion had taken 
place.' Only a handful of 60-70 Royal Marines and an additional 
civilian defense force protect the Ialanda' 1800 residents. The · 
Argentinians sent a fleet of warships loaded with an estimated 
4,000 troops. Argentina said the islanders surrendered as meekly 
as the sheep they have raised for generations. In London the 
first response by some members of Parliament was anger. Parliament 
meets again tomorrow for an extraordinary weekend ■eaaion, ~he 
first of its kind since the 1956 Suez crisis. Margaret Thatcher 
cancelled a visit with the Queen to spend the day with her Qabinet. 
In terms of military response, the British are sending their own·· 
warships, including a nuclear powered submarine to the south~ ~ 
Atlantic, but no one in authority aeema willing to say what the 
British armada will do once it reaches ·the Falklands. There is 
a growing feeling in official circles in London that Britain's 
most viable and perhaps only weapon is diplomacy. Seismic 
surveys show the ?alklands may be rich in offshore oil reserves. 
(Bob Dyke)· 
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The Falkland.invasion is being taken seriously by the U.S. and has 
personally involved President Reagan. (Footage of Reagan statement: ·: 
"I wish that it had not gone forward. I understand they have ·::: 
landed there and .I.did talk to the President of Argentina in _trying -~ 
to persuade him _not to go forward with that.") Actually, Mr. ; 

, Rea<3an spent 50 minutes- on t:he phone last night with the Arqentine ~ 
President. Among other things, he said, "We will do anything tQ· 
be of help." But by that time the Argentine Navy was already on 
its way. Today the international cormnunity is also taking the 
incident seriously and Britain raised the matter at the U.N. 
Security Council. A Rei::,.,ntion calling f9r Argentina's withdrawal 
and negotiations to settle the dispute is now under·consideration. 
~ut the Argentines say they will stay put. ..As interna.tional 
incidents go, it is hard to get too worked up about.this one, 
except that it does illustrate once again that· the power of the._ 
big powers is not what it used to be. (Barrie Dunsmore} · 

---~ 
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"! ---CENTRAL AMERICA - It is the position of the U.S. that the civil war -4 

In El Salvador is maintained by the supply of arms to the guerrilla• : 
from Cuba and Nicaragua. Yet it is now clear the U.S. is willing 
to negotiate with Nicaragua. Peter Collins reports the u.s. 
Ambassador to Nicaragua has been recalled to Washington possibly 
to prepare for those negotiations. (Frank Reynolds) 

3.-. NICARAGUA - It's been almost three year• since the revolution in -- :: 
- Nicaragua, but you would think it just happened yesterday •. The. "! 

Sandinistas are still in, charge And just as anti-American .a• ever. .:..:: 
Nicaragua has cried "invasion" so often the rest of the world ia ·. ~ 
starting to worry about it. Washington's response ia usually .·' . -~ . --something like, "The same to you, Nicar-aqua. " Nicaragua . is naulf · :;s 
$2. 5 billion in debt1 inflation i• at 251 and ri■ing;· Per cap:U:a ~-- .:% 
income is $650 per year and falling. Nicaragua has been getting - i 
a lot of weapons and lip service from the Soviet Bloc, but ao '._j 
far nobody has shown the slightest interest in shelling out the ·J 
million dollars a day it will cost to keep that country a!-loet. _ ";:. 

_ So, .Nicaragua's 2. 7 million people are suffering a -oaae ot the . ., 
post-revolutionary blahs. The Reagan Administration views Nicaravua 1 
as a Communist cancer that is likely to spread, though it has been _ _:: 
trying to teach the Nicaraguans a leaaon. Washington has cut off . ~ 
economic aid, though it is still bankrolling private businesses z 
and opposition groups there. It is looking the other way while ..... 
Nicaraguan exiles use American soil to train for a military comeback.~ 
And it has plans on the drawing board for a covert action force to -~ 
sneak around Nicaragua and make trouble. Somebody is already doing ~ 
that. A series of bombings had rattled the countryside in recent _,:_ 
weeks, and the Sandinistas are getting very nervous. They have .:!, 

declared a state of emergency, suspended civil liberties and put ....,. 
the whole country in a kind of yellow alert. If Washington-sees _: 
a Russian behind every bush there, the Nicaraguans eee a U.S. , :; 
Marine. Washington insists Nicaragua ia building the bigg~ct. ~ .. •: 
army in Central America--much more war :power than it needs unless .:± 
it has designs on its neighbors. The Sandinistas deny that and ~ 
say they are just taking precautions against Washington's designs f 

·on Nicaragua. There are a_couple of thoueand Cuban military 
advisors there, but there are also thousands of Cuban doctors, 
nurses and teachers. Public health is better; public housing is 
going up for the poor. About the beet Washington can hope for is 

·• -



-4-

that Nicaragua will keep its Marxist cancer to itself and become 
- a kind of Yugoslavia--non-aggressive and non-aligned. If in fact 

Nicaragua is really prepared to leap into the arms of Moscow 
Cuba~style, Washington is just making it that much easier for them. 
(Richard Threlkeld) 

4. U.S. VETOS RESOLUTION - At the U.N. tonight the U.S. vetoed a 
Security Council Resolution that appealed to all atates not to use 
force against any Central American or Caribbean country. 'l'be vote 
on the draft was 12 in favor and 1 against. (FrAnk Reynolds) 
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NBC Nightly News 

1. FALk-LANP ISLANDS - In Washington, there was concern over what 
was' happening in the Falkland Islands today. Other than 
deploring, urging and condemning, there was very little the 
u.s~ could ~o in the Islands dispute •. The White House did 
announce that last night, President Reagan put in a telephone 
call to Buenos Aires in an attempt to reverse the Argentine 
invasion. (Roger Mudd) 

The President spent fifty minutes on the phone with the 
Argentine President. Reagan tried to talk him out of the 
invasion, warning that the use of force would.be-met m· 
force from-the British--stressing that Prime Ministex •··· 
Thatcher was determined and would not give in. He added that 
use of force would wreck recently im roving u.s: relations with· 
Ar entina ecause the American eo e an t e Con ress wou 
rear t as an act of aggression. The Argentine President 
tanked Reagan but said tat time had run out since the British 
~used to give up sovereignty. Today, Reagan expressed regret. 
that his efforts to stop the Argentinians had failed. What 
action would the U.S. take? REAGAN: ".Just to be of help if ¥9 
can in this dispute.• At the State Department, Spokesman Romberg. 
called on _the Argentinians to pull .out. ROMBERG: "(inaudible) ••• 
we deplore the use of force by the government of Argentina 
to resolve this dispute. We've called on Argentina to cease 
immediately hostilities and to withdraw its military forces 

· ftrom the Falkland Islands·." Officials refuse to say publicly 
who the U.S. believes has claim to the Falklands, but, aa one 
official put it, we wish the British had pulled out some time 
ago. The President got involved because the Administration was 
anxious to avoid having two of its key allies in military conflict:· 
the British, our strongest -.illy in Europe, and Argentina, a key 
supporter of American policy in Central America. (Judy Woodruff) 

As an example of how the Administration is trying to play the 
episode down the middle, State Department Spokesman Romberg 
tried to avoid using either the British name--the Falkland 
Islands--or the Argentinian name--the Halvinas Islands. He 
simply called them "The Islands"!' (Roger Mudd) 

• 

2. BOB JONES BLAST AT HAIG - Ian Paisley was denied permisAion to 
visit Bob Jones University in South Carolina on grounds that 
his presence might be inflammatory. When the news reached 

3. 

Bob Jones today, the Chancellor of ~he fundamentalist school, 
Bob Jones, Jr., urged the students to pray that the Lord "smi~e• 
Secretary of State Haig--"srnite" him hip and thigh, heart an(\ 
·lung, and all there is to him. At last report, the Secretary 
was "unsmitten." (Roger Mudd) · · 

.. ~ 

BREZHNEV - Soviet officials'refused to comment today on a report 
that Leonid Brezhnev may have had a mild stroke a week ago on 
his way home from a trip in soviet Asia. (John Chancellor) 

Brezhnev's health has deteriorated visibly on his exhausting 
four day tour last week. Western diplomats say that he may 
have undertaken the demanding trip just to prove that h.co could. 
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Soviet television was forced to show crowd shots frequently 
to avoid picturing the ailing Soviet leader. several official 

~ · ~meetings were cancelled because of his fragile health. He· 
was last seen publicly at an airport ceremony as he departed 
for Moscow. There is no confirmation of reports that Brezhnev 
grew seriously ill during the flight to Moscow. Western 
diplomats believe that he is hospitalized and that Churneynko (ap) 
a Polit Bureau member, is in controll for the time being. 
Churneynko is widely expected to take power if Brezhnev cannot 
continue in office. (James Compton) 

4.. D'AUBUISSON - O'Aubuisson,. leader of the most popular right­
wing party in El SalvadQJi,was talking today about the left-wing 
rebel groups which are fighting there. He said •we w~ll pasa 
an amnesty law, hut we won't accept a dialogue with people 
who won't accept democracy." D'Aubuiaaon also promised to 
carry out the refoms which had been started in El Salvador. 
(John Chancellor) 

Other Notes 

There were no u.s. foreign policy related items qn·MacNeil-Lehrer 
Report o~ on ABC-Nightline. 9 
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IMMEDIATE 
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TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES NIACT IMMEDIATE 4710 
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1. S - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. THIS MESSAGE ALERTS YOU TO A DECISION WE HAVE MADE 
REGARDING UK OPERATIONS ON ASCENSION AND ASKS THAT YOU 
INFORM THE GOA. 

3. ON APRIL 2 WE RECEIVED A BRITISH REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 
FOR THE MOVEMENT OF UP TO TWELVE RAF C-130' S TO ASCENSION 
DURING THE PERIOD OF APRIL 3-7. THE BRITISH INFORMED US 
THEY PLANNED TO FERRY TROOPS BY AIR TO ASCENSION FOR 
EMBARKATION ABOARD SHIPS THERE EN ROUTE TO THE SOUTH 
ATLANTIC. WE NOW HAVE CONFIRMATION THAT HMG HAS PROCEEDED 
WITH THIS MOVEMENT AND THAT IT WILL SOON BECOME PUBLIC 
KNOWLEDGE. 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUEDI: 

4. YOU SHOULD APPROACH APPROPRIATE GOA OFFICIAL AND 
INFORM HIM THAT THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE U. S. AND THE 
UK WITH REGARD TO THE BASE ON ASCENSION REQUIRES A 
POSITIVE RESPONSE TO UK REQUESTS FOR FACILITIES, SUCH 
AS IN THE PRESENT CASE. ASCENSION ISLAND IS A BRITISH 
POSSESSION. THE U.S. AIR FORCE OPERATES AN AIRFIELD 

(WIDE-AWAKE AFBi ON THE ISLAND AS PART OF ITS EASTERN 
SPACE AND MISSILE RANGE. THERE IS ONE U.S. MILITARY 
PERSON AT FIELD. PANAM, UNDER CONTRACT TO NASA, EMPLOYS 
ALL OTHERS. THE UK HAS THE CLEAR LEGAL RIGHT TO LAND 
UK MILITARY AIRCRAFT THERE AFTER NOTIFYING THE USAF 
COMMANDER AT THE AIRFIELD. THE USG IS OBLIGATED UNDER 
A 1962 AGREEMENT GOVERNING ITS USE OF WIDE-AWAKE TO 
COOPERATE IN UK USE OF LOGISTIC, ADMINISTRATIVE OR ,,., 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON RET 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT; 

THE PRESIDENT 

Alexander M. Haig, 

Falkland Islands Dispute 

The Falklands crisis presents us with difficult issues. We 
will continue to be dependent upon our close ties with the U.K. 
as we work a wide range of global issues. If Moscow, the 
Allies, and the Third World believe we have failed to support 
the British against an overt use of force, our position as a 
global power will have been adversely affected. At the same 
time, we also have much at stake in our relations with 
Argentina. Our steps in the weeks ahead will have to be 
carefully nuanced to take into account these conflicting 
interests. 

On the Falklands dispute, the British have no reason to 
complain about our support to date: your personal intervention 
with Galtieri; our strong public statements; and our support 
for the British in New York. London has asked for three other 
immediate actions from us. 

-- Withdraw our Ambassador from Buenos Aires. I will tell 
them we consider it unwise to cut off our most effective and 
possibly influential channel of communication. 

-- Consider taking the issue to the OAS. We believe this 
would severely damage U.K. (and our) interests since their case 
would elicit little support in that body (which is already on 
record in support of the Argentine claim). 

stop arms shipments to Argentina. U.K. is unaware we 
have not yet made the required certification of Argentina's 
human rights record to allow shipments. We will continue our 
hold on the certification and so inform the U.K. 

At the same time we must bear in mind our important 
interest in retaining as much as we can of the new relationship 
you have forged with the government in Buenos Aires. They have 
been a key supporter of our broader regional goals, especially 

SE ET 
·-Z-2 
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in Central America. Also, Argentina is already heavily 
dependent on soviet grain purchases; we must avoid giving the 
USSR new opportunities such as the establishment of an arms 
supply relationship. 

Our calculated policy of balance will become increasingly 
difficult to sustain if the British are forced to take military 
action. It will therefore be important for us to use our 
influence in both capitals to seek a non-military solution 
before the British fleet arrives in about two weeks. But if 
diplomatic maneuvers fail, and if the U.K. requires greater 
support from us, we should be prepared to consider ways to be 
responsive while bearing in mind our interests in Argentina. 

' 
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Please close out, per Roger Fontaine 

Thanks 

Sally Sherman 
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MEMORANDUM 2174 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

CON~ 
7 

ACTION 

April 5, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: NORMAN A. BAILEY ~)-6 

SUBJECT: Argentine-U.K. Dispute 

Argentina and the U.K. are two of our staunchest allies. 
Argentina in fact has a good legal claim to the Falklands 

j/ 

but of course military conquest cannot be condoned despite 
British refusal to negotiate seriously. It is by no means 
clear that the British can retake the Falklands by conventional 
military means. 

The closest recent parallel was the December 1961 Indian 
military takeover of Goa, Damao and Diu from Portugal and 
the Indonesian conquest of East Timor in 1975, also from 
Portugal. At least in the latter case, it is clear that the 
takeover was contrary to the desires of the inhabitants. In 
neither case did the UN, the "international community," etc. 
do anything effective. 

Taking all the above factors into consideration, I recommend 
the following course of action: call the OAS Council into 
session as provisional organ of consultation under the terms 
of the Rio Treaty to propose a solution consisting of the 
referral of the dispute to the World Court or binding arbitra­
tion with a decisidn in not more than one year, Argentine 
evacuation of the islands and reestablishment of the British 
civil but not military authorities in the meantime. 

This might not be acceptable to one or both of the parties, 
but at least it wo~ld demonstrate our concern to be constructive 
and objective. 

Roger Fontaine concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you recommend the above proposal to the President, 
Secretary Haig and OAS Ambassador Middendorf. 

OK 

cc: Tom Reed 
Don Gregg 

~miff' I QENT I A]:, 

No 

Review April 5, 1988 

- L.AS~-lF• 

ff-WL ~;jJ#[ r 
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 OF 02 BUENOS AIRES 2037 
SIT280 DATE 04 / 14 / 82 

DTG: 0620562 APR 82 PSN: 027981 
TOR: 096 / 23482 

DISTRIBUTION: REPT / 001 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT : CKLS FONT RENT 
EOB: 
WHSR COMMENT: CHECKLIST 

MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS 

MESSAGE: 

IMMEDIATE 
DE RUESBA ~2037 0962105 
0 0620562 APR 82 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3081 

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1081 
BT 

~EC Rf T BUENOS AIRES 2037 
EXDIS 
EO 12065: GOS 4 / 6 / 88 (SHLAUDEMAN, HARRY W) OR-M 
TAGS: PBOR, MILI, PINT , PEPR, FK, UK, AR 
SUBJECT : GOA'S NEGOTIATING ROOM 
REFS: (Al BUENOS AIRES 2006 , (8) BUENOS AIRES 2000, 
AIRES 1981 , (D) LONDON 7541 

1 . S - ENTIRE TEXT. 

CC) BUENOS 

2. WE NOW HAVE CLEAR ENOUGH IDEA OF WHAT THE ARGENTINES ARE 
PREPARED AT THE MOMENT TO GIVE IF A NEGOTIATING PROCESS 
WERE TO GET UNDERWAY (REF 8). I THINK THESE CONCESSIONS , 
ESSENTIALLY HAVING TO DO WITH THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES 
OF THE FALKLANDERS, COULD BE SOLD TO MILITARY AND PUBLIC 
OPINION HERE. AN AGREEMENT TO PERMIT ON-SITE INTERNATIONAL 
OBSERVERS MIGHT BE OBTAINABLE . A WITHDRAWL FROM THE 
ISLANDS IN RETURN FOR RENEWED NEGOTIATIONS ON THE TRANSFER 
OF SOVEREIGNTY (REF C) WOULD BE MUCH MORE DIFFICULT, BUT 
STILL CONCEIVABLE. A STRAIGHT BACKDOWN AND RESTORATION OF 
BRITISH ADMINISTRATION, AS HMG SEEMS TO BE AIMING FOR , 
IS UNATTAINABLE IN MY J UDGMENT , ABSENT A BRITISH 
MILITARY VICTORY . NO ARGENTINE GOVER NMENT , LEAST 
OF ALL THIS ONE , COULD POSSIBLY SURVIVE SURRENDER. 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUEDj: 

3. AS WE HAVE REPORTED (REF Aj , THERE ARE INDICTIONS 
OF SECOND THOUGHTS HERE AMONG THE POLITICIANS ABOUT 
THE WISDOM OF GALTIERI' S ADVENTURE. WE SENSE 
RISING NERVOUSNESS IN THE GOA AND AMONG THE PUBLIC 
IN GENERAL AS IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE CHEAP VICTORY 
SO CONFIDENTLY EXPECTED IS NOT TO BE. "RECUPERATION" 
OF THE MALVINAS HAS BEEN A PRIMARY NATIONAL GOAL FOR 
GENERATIONS. BUT CERTAINLY THE ARGENTINE PEOPLE DID 
NOT BARGAIN FOR AND DO NOT WANT A WAR. NEVERTHELESS, 
AS THE BRITISH TASK FORCE APPROACHES, WE EXPECT A 
STATE OF FRENZIED NATIONALISM HERE IN WHICH REASON 
AND SKEPTICISM WILL BE SUBMERGED. WE ARE GETTING 
A NUMBER OF REPORTS NOW FROM GOOD SOURCES OF 
UNAHPPINESS IN THE ARMED FORCES OVER THE FACT THAT 
SENIOR OFFICERS, INCLUDING KEY CORPS COMMANDERS IN 
THE ARMY, WERE EXCLUDED FROM AND NOT INFORMED OF THE 



~ET 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 OF 02 BUENOS AIR ES 2037 DTG: 062056Z APR 82 PSN : 027981 

DECISION TO INVADE THE MALVINAS. GALTIERI MAY HAVE 
PROBLEMS AH EAD IN THOSE QU AR TERS . BUT AGAIN, THE 
MILITARY WILL SURELY HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO RALLY AROUND 
IF IT LOOKS AS IF A FIGHT IS IN THE OFFING. 

4. THE PRESSURE THE BRITISH ARE EXERTING IS HAVING 
ITS DESIRED EFFECT. THE ARGENTINES ARE CONSIDERABLY 
MORE DISPOSED TO NEGOTIATE AN D CONSIDER CONCESSIONS 
THAN THEY WER E THREE OR FOUR DA YS AG O. BUT IF THE 
PRESSURE IS AP PLIED FOR TOO LONG WITHOUT A BREAK­
THROUGH TO A NEGOTIATING PROCESS , THE FATALISM AND 
INTENSE FEAR OF APPEARING COWARDLY THAT ARE SUCH 
S TRON G ELEMENTS IN THE ARGENTINE MAKEUP COULD WELL 
TA KE OVER AND PRODUCE A DISASTER. WIT H RESPECT TO 
REF D, IT SEEMS MOST UNLIKELY TO ME THAT WE COULD 
PLAY ANY ROLE AT ALL WITH THE GOA IN PROMOTING A 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION IF WE WE RE TO JOIN IN APPLYING 
FIN AN CIAL / ECONOMIC PRESSURE AS HMG WISH ES . 
SHLAUDEMAN 

BUENOS AIRES 2037 DTG: 062056Z APR 82 PSN: 027981 

SEDRET 
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WHITt: HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAG E 0 1 
SIT00 3 

BUENOS AIRE S 
DATE 04/06/82 

4/6 1960 DTG: 0322042 APR 82 PSN: 024333 
TOR: 093/2306 2 

DISTRIBUTION : B.s...E..l. /00 1 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION : 

SIT: MCF WHLR JP VP EOB S IT 
EOB : 
WHSR COMMEN T: 

MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS: 

NO MESSAG E ANNOTATION S 

MESSAGE : 

IMMEDIATE 
DE RUESBA # 1960 0932220 
0 032204 2 APR 82 2FF - 4 
FM AMEMBAS SY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 303 5 

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1062 
BT 

'!,-EC R ~ T BUENOS AIRE S 1960 
NODIS 
E . 0. 12065: RDS-3 4/3/12 (SHLAUD EMA N, HARRY W. 
TAGS: UK, AR 
SUBJECT: UK USE OF ASCENSIO N ISL AN D AIRFIEL D 
REF: STATE 089865 

OR-M 

1. I CALLED ON UNDER SECRETARY ROS ON RECEIPT OF REFTEL 
AN D GAVE HIM THE INFORMATION IN IT. ROS DID NOT RESPON D 
EXCEPT TO THANK ME. WE ARE ALS O INFORM ING KE Y MILITARY 
CONTACTS WH O MAY NOT REA CT SO PASS IVELY. 

2 . DURING OUR BRIEF DISCUSSION ABOU T THE SITUATION IN 
NEW YORK, ROS OBSERV ED THAT COSTA MENDE Z WAS THERE TO SEE 
IF THERE ~.HGHT BE ROOM FOR NEGOTIATIONS. TWO OF 
ROS' SUBORDINATES VOLUNTEERED SEPARATELY TO THE DCM THAT 
EVERYTHING IS NEGOTIABLE EXCEPT SOVEREIGNTY AND THE 
PRESENCE OF THE TROOPS ON THE ISLANDS . SHLAUDEMAN 

SEC\ ET 'lY 
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PAGE 01 
SIT00 4 

BUENOS AIRES 1955 
DATE 04/06/82 

DISTRIBUTION : RE PT /00 1 

WHTS ASSIGNE D DISTRIBUTION : 

SIT : MCF WHLR JP VP SIT EO B 
EOB : 
WH SR COMMENT: 

MESSAGE ANN OTATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATION S 

MESSAGE : 

IMMED IATE 
DE RUESBA u1955 0931600 
0 031540Z APR 82 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3030 

......-E'° C RE f"'" l::lUENOS AIRES 1955 
NODIS 

DTG : 031540Z APR 82 PSN: 024200 
TOR: 093/2027 2 

E. 0. 12065: RDS-! 4 /3/0 2 (SHLAUDEMAN, HARRY W.) OR-M 
TAGS : PBOR, MIL I, UK, AR 
SUBJEC T: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT GALTIERI 

1. S - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2 . ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF VAQUER O HAS SUGGESTED TO ME BY 
WAY OF A VERBAL MESSAGE THROUGH ARMA THAT I SEEK AN 
INTERVIEW WITH GALTIERI. IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT GALTIERI 
HAS ANYTHING TO SAY TO US OF SIGNIFICANCE THAT WE ARE 
NOT ALREA DY HEARING FROM OUR CONTACTS IN THE MILITARY 
AND THE GOA. BUT THIS WOULD BE AN OPPORTUNITY IF WE HAVE 
SOMETHING TO SAY TO HIM. PLEASE ADVISE . 
SHLAUDEMAN 

A rt! " ··Jtil 4-'I -1--1--
•· Y ~ ~ -~_..__.,..._. ' 
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MEMORANDUM 2283 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

April 6, 1982 

INFORMATION 

N01ED 
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: NORMAN A. BAILEY1fP 

SUBJECT: Falkland Fallout 

Should no diplomatic settlement of the penguin war be 
reached by the time the British fleet reaches Argentina, 
a British blockade of mainland Argentina makes more sense 
than trying to retake the Falklands by force, for two 
reasons -- lives would be saved, and in any case it's not 
clear that the British can retake the islands by direct 
assault. 

Should the British opt for blockade, this action would 
have one major benefit for the U.S. -- it would prevent 
Argentine grain from getting to the USSR. Subsequent to 
final resolution of the dispute, Argentina might be more 
amenable to the formation of a feedgrain cartel. 

cc: Roger Fontaine 
To .... Re.AJ 

\.\oro.ct \~"'-\ \ 

CONFIDENTIAt' 
Review April 6, 1988 

- , r t;/ 

•n•TF!l+z}lr 
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SENSITIVE 

SEGR~T 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR.~-

SUBJECT: FALKLAND ISLANDS DISPUTE 

,,,.......__ 

In keeping with the initiatives you have taken 
with both Prime Minister Thatcher and President 
Galtieri and your offer of our good offices to help 
settle this most unfortunate dispute, I have begun 
to explore what we might be able to do. Today, I 
have talked personally with the UK and Argentine 
Ambassadors, as well as with the new UK Foreign 
Secretary, Francis Pym, by phone following receipt 
of a letter from him. Tonight I met with the visiting 
Argentine Foreign Minister. My objective in these 
discussions has been to listen to both sides and look 
for opportunities for diplomacy. I believe we have 
found a few. 

We need now to move quickly, while there is still 
uncertainty on both sides and while each is having 
second thoughts. Furthermore, we should act before 
we are placed in .an mtenable position of having to 
compromise our impartiality if we are to be responsive 
to escalating British requests for assistance. In 
this connection you have just received a letter from 
Thatcher asking us to take a range of economic measures 
on their behalf. 

Subject to your approval, and an indication from 
the British that they agree, I propose to go to London 
and Buenos Aires, leaving tomorrow or Thursday. The 
principal objective of this mission would be to test 
our understanding of each side's minimum requirements 
for a solution to the immediate problem of a prospective 
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armed conflict in this hemisphere between two friends. 
If we are correct that the greatest concerns of the 
British are withdrawal of Argentine forces and respect 
for the rights of its subjects, and that the Argentines 
must have at least a change from UK administration of 
the Islands with the clear prospect of ultimate sov­
ereignty, we will have a base on which we may be able to 
build at least a temporary settlement. Only a beginning, 
but an essential step to avert ·hostilities and lay the 
groundwork for a lasting solution. 

Neither the British nor the Argentines want the 
OAS or the UN involved. Consequently, we are thinking 
of the formation of a neutral force to administer the 
Islands while the sovereignty issue is settled. This 
might include ourselves (the British will not accept 
less), the Canadians and two Latin countries. This 
will be a high risk mission but one I believe we must 
take if we are not to suffer a major setback to our 
policies in this hemisphere. 
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6 Apri l 198 2 

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

SUBJECT : State Memo 820928 0 re 
UK-Argentine Clash 

Attached for implementation is a 
copy of your memorandum with the 
original Pres i dentia l approval 
of your recommendat ion . 

John Poindexter 
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MEMORANDU M FOR : TH E PRESIDENT 

From: Alexander M. Haig , Jr.@.,...,. 

Subject : us Role in Pr eventing UK-Arg ent ine Clash 

You have made clear publicly that the US is willing to 
serve as an honest broker between the UK and Argentina. Wit h 
the British fleet on its way south, we have at most two weeks 
before possible conflict , although a UK submarine may reach the 
area by April 12. 

A military clash between these two friends of ours would be 
a major setback to our national interests . It would engag e 
British forces far from the European theater. An unsuccessful 
endeavor by the British to retake the Islands could bring down 
th e Government, resulting in a government in London that would 
be much l ess supportive of US interests than that of Mrs . 
Thatcher. We remain dependent upon close ties with the UK as 
we pursue our global objectives. Moreover, a clash would 
divert world attention from the real threats to peace and 
jeopardize our belief that disputes should be settled without 
recourse to force whether they be in the Middle East or the 
South Atlantic. At the same time, a clash could result in 
closer Argentine-Soviet ties and further undermine the new 
relationship we have forged with the government in Buenos Aires. 

Superficially, a UN role might appear to be attractive. 
However, while we are satisfied with the UN vote on the UK 
resolution on the Falklands, we see little chance that the 
issue can be resolved in a UN context. This is particularly 
true because of the Soviet veto. 

We believe the best hope for preventing further fighting 
and for keeping the Soviets out lies in an OAS peacemaking 
role. This would be consonant with the collective approach to 
security we have tried to encourage in Central America . 
Inevitably there would be both dangers and opportunities in 
invoking the Rio Treaty. If the Treaty is invoked, and we 
block the process, the OAS would be damaged at the same time we 
are trying to reinforce it. This would detract from our 
ability to turn to it in the Central America context. 
Conversely, if it can be used successfully , we will have 
strengthened the Pact and made it a good example of ways in 
which a regional security treaty can benefit all nations. 
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Such an OAS initiative could include a separation uf 
for~es, as well as withdrawal of Argentine forces now on the 
Falklands and OAS administration of the Islands while a 
permanent solution is negotiated . In order to make such an OAS 
role acceptable to the British, we · would have to put American s 
on the Isl a nds as part of an OAS mission . If this proposa l \\ 
prospers, it may be desirable for you to name a distinguished 
American to play a lead role under OAS auspices in achieving a 
negotiated settlement . 

At this point we should keep our role as unstructured as 
po s sible . We need to determine the interest of both sides 
before making a more specific proposal. It is clear that the 
UK will scrutinize carefully an initiative that involves an 
organization of which it is not a ~ember . 

Recommendation : 

Following up on your expressed willingness to see the US be 
an honest broker, that you authorize us to sound out the 
British and Argentine governments quietly . While we would wish 
to keep our options open, we would intend to explore initially 
an OAS peacemaking role in which we would play a leading part. 

Approve 
0 () ~ C, v--0, \ ~ 

Disapprove ------------
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. MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 6, 1982 

WILLIAM P. C~K 

JIM RENTSCHLEiJ?--..: 
ROGER FONTAINE 

US Role in Preventing UK-Argentine Clash 

Your memo to the President (Tab I) transmits Secretary Haig's 
recommendations (Tab A) on how to deal with the impending 
clash between the UK and Argentina and supports the ide a of 
a possible US initiative through the OAS, preceded by quiet 
bilateral exploration. Your memo also points up the risks 
involved in this enterprise. (S) 

RECOMMENDATION 

NO 

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 

on April 6, 1988 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 6, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK ~ 

SIGNEO 

SUBJECT: US Role in Preventing UK-Argentine Clash 

Issue 

What should be the US role in preventing a UK-Argentine clash? 

Facts 

Secretary Haig believes and I concur that an armed conflict 
between the UK and Argentina would be seriously damaging to 
US interests. Accordingly, we have a major stake in doing what 
we can to avert such conflict and contribute to a peacful 
settlement of the dispute. (S) 

Discussion 

Al Haig believes that our best hope for a constructive role 
which also keeps the Soviets out of the picture lies in an 
OAS peacekeeping initiative. His memo (Tab A) sets forth 
an ''honest broker" scenario whereby we quietly sound out both 
the British and the Argentines with an eye toward assessing the 
chances of a successful OAS role. (S) 

I think Al's recommendation is useful. He recognizes the 
risks of such an undertaking, which at this point seem 
significant (given likely British reservations about the OAS, 
together with the inflexible domestic politics driving 
Argentina's present course, I would rate our chances of 
success less than 50-50.) Nevertheless, the initiative is 
certainly worth trying. (S) 

Though Al's proposal is only a first step, an unstated premise 
of this approach is that the United States may well play a 
major role in resolving the dispute. It will not be easy and 
the chances of alienating both countries are possible. 
Nevertheless, no one else can or will play this role, and 
without substantial US involvement, the likelihood of a 
peaceful resolution of the dispute diminishes substantially. 
You should thus be aware that we could be poised on the brink 
of a major commitment and that a decision to go forward ought 
to be taken deliberately - fully aware of possible costs and 
consequences. (S) 

skRET 
~ on April 6, 1988 T 



SECJT . 

~NDATION 

Yes No 

That you approve Al Haig's recommendation (Tab A) 
subject to careful monitoring as we process with 
the problem. 

Prepared by: James Rentschler 
Roger Fontaine 
Dennis Blair 

ET 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

From: 

Subject: 

April 5, 1982 

THE PRESIDENT 

Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

US Role in Preventing UK-Argentine Clash 

2' 

You have made clear publicly that the US is willing to 
serve as an honest broker between the UK and Argentina. With 
the British fleet on its way south, we have at most two weeks 
before possible conflict, although a UK submarine may reach the 
a~ea by April 12. 

A military clash between these two friends of ours would be 
a major setback to our national interests. It would engage 
British forces far from the European theater. An unsuccessful 
endeavor by the British to retake the Islands could bring down 
the Government, resulting in a government in London that would 
be much less supportive of US interests than that of Mrs. 
Thatcher. We remain dependent upon close ties with the UK as 
we pursue our global objectives. Moreover, a clash would 
divert world attention from the real threats to peace and 
jeopardize our belief that disputes should be settled without 
recourse to force whether they be in the Middle East or the 
South Atlantic. At the same time, a clash could result in 
closer Argentine-Soviet ties and further undermine the new 
relationship we have forged with the government in Buenos Aires. 

Superficially, a UN role might appear to be attractive. 
However, while we are satisfied with the UN vote on the UK 
resolution on the Falklands, we see little chance that the 
issue can be resolved in a UN context. This is particularly 
true because of the Soviet veto. 

We believe the best hope for preventing further fighting 
and for keeping the Soviets out lies in an OAS peacemaking 
role. This would be consonant with the collective approach to 
security we have tried to encourage in Central America. 
Inevitably there would be both dangers and opportunities in 
invoking the Rio Treaty. If the Treaty is invoked, and we 
b lock the process, the OAS would be damaged at the same time we 
are trying to reinforce it. This would detract from our 
ability to turn to it in the Central America context. 
Conversely, if it can be used successfully, we will have 
strengthened the Pact and made it a good example of ways in 
which a regional security treaty can benefit all nations. 
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Such an OAS initiative could include a separation of 
forces, as well as withdrawal of Argentine forces now on the 
Falklands and OAS administration of the Islands while a 
permanent solution is negotiated. In order to make such an OAS 
role acceptable to the British, we would have to put Americans 
on the Islands as part of an OAS mission. If this proposal 
prospers, it may be desirable for you to name a distinguished 
American to play a lead role under OAS auspices in achieving a 
negotiated settlement. 

At this point we should keep our role as unstructured as 
possible. We need to determine the interest of both sides 
before making a more specific proposal. It is clear that the 
UK will scrutinize carefully an initiative that involves an 
organization of which it is not a member. 

Recommendation: 

Following up on your expressed willingness to see the US be 
an honest broker, that you authorize us to sound out the 
British and Argentine governments quietly. While we would wish 
to keep our options open, we would intend to explore initially 
an OAS peacemaking role in which we would play a leading part. 

Approve ____________ _ 

Disapprove -----------
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