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MEMORANDUM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

TO: NSC - Mr. Fortier 

FROM: ARA - Elliott Abrams ), 

United States Department of State 
19·72 

Assistant Secretary of State 
for Inter-American Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 11, 1986 

SUBJECT: Moscow Blames U.S . in Death of Palme 

I know we have not achieved the full blessings of 
detente, but I was quite suprised at the attached Moscow 
Television Service item. It blames the U.S. in the deaths 
of Palme, Gandhi, Moro, and even Neves. 

Can we protest this kind of garbage? 

I send this to you in part because it seems to mee 
that the President should be aware of the kind of trash 
the Soviets are sending out. 

Attachment 

LIM-I-TED OE E'ICIAL USE ~1 ~ j:J-1' /JI 
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D'.S. 'DISPLEASURE' 'COMMON FACTOR' IN LEADERS' DEATHS 

LD062113 Moscow Television Service in Russian 1545 GMT 6 Mar 86 

[From "The World Today" program presented by Valentin Zorin] 

[Excerpt] The world press is continuing to publish materials related to the murder 

A 1 

of Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme. The investigations into this murder by the Swe­
dish authorities have thus far found no trace of the criminals, although a computer 
photograph [fotorobo~] compiled on the evidence of witnesses has been distributed 
today. 

But as the recent_ly received facts show, it is not a question of the actions of an 
individual murderer but of a carefully planned plot worked out in fine detail. 

Attempting to elucidate whoin Olof Palme disturbed in restrospect, the Swedish press 
recalls that strong disagreements first arose around the personality of the deceased 
prime minister when he expressed sharp condemnation of the U.S. aggression in Vietnam 
and participated in a mass protest demonstration in Stockholm in 1968. Numerous fresh 
facts also are add4ced. It is particularly recalled that Olof Palme was subjected to 
crude attacks a year ago, only a year ago, on the part of U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Burt. The cause for Washington's displeasure at that time was the Swedish 
Government head's criticism of Washington's policy with respect to Nicaragua. 

In considering the circumstances of the eminent statesman's death, I thought of certain 
circumstances which I would like to share with you, .comrades. 

The world has witnessed the violent removal of a number of eminent figures from the 
political arena over the past few years. Each of these evil deeds is significant 
in its own right. But if one correlates them, then a most significant chain of events 
emerges. I will name a few of these terrorist acts: 

The murder in Delhi of one of the most prominent statesmen of the past few decades, 
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Her policy, as is known often aroused sharp 
criticism from Washington. The tragic death of former Italian Prime Minister Aldo 
Moro, who had irritated Washington through his desire to set up cooperation with the 
Italian Communist Party. The death in August 1981, in an aircraft disaster, of the 
leader of the Panamanian revolution, Omar Torrijos, who led the Panamanian people's 
struggle against Yankee imperialism for the right to control the Panama Canal. Friends 
of General Torrijos -- the remarkable writers Graham Greene and Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
and also his brother -- have openly accused the U.S. CIA of organizing the aircraft 
disaster. Also included on this list is the name of Chilean President Salvador 
Allende, a politician who aroused Washington's special, I would say paranoid, hatred. 

And here is the most recent report, just received from the Brazilian capital. Investi­
gations are under way there involving the group of doctors who operated on Tancredo 
Neves, elected to the post of president of Brazil in the spring of 1985. Neves' im­
pending accession to the post of president caused much unease on the banks of the 
Potomac, insofar as he had spoken· during the preelection campaign of the need to fight 
U.S. economic and political dominance in Brazil. 

As has now become known, the operation, which was carried out on Neves on the eve of 
his accession to the presidency, took place in must suspicious circumstances. In par­
ticular, 18 people were in the operating theater at that time, of whom only half were 
doctors. Tancredo Neves thus died on the operating table without having occupied the 
post to which he was elected by the people of Brazil. 



III. 7 Mar 86 A 2 USSR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
UNITED STATES & CANADA 

'The circumstances of the tragic deaths of those whom I have named are different. The 
common factor is only that each of them was a figure who had aroused the displeasure 
of Washington. 

There are no facts at this time which permit one to say definitely as to who put to­
gether the plot against .Olof Palme . But, agree with me that the chain of events which 
I have recalled provides food for thought. 

ARBATOV ON LATEST REAGAN SPEECH, SUMMIT PROSPECTS 

PM061211 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 2 Mar 86 p 9 

[Interview with Georgiy Arbatov, director of the USSR Academy of Sciences United States 
of America and Canada Institute, by Marilo Ruiz de Elvira in Moscow; date not given] 

[Excerpt] Moscow Question: What message did Mikhail Gorbachev intend to convey in 
his policy report to the CPSU congress? 

Answer: The message -- though addressed to two different audiences -- is that we can­
not continue as at present, that we must change the way we think and behave. For our 
people this means that we must. change, change our social relations, and the way we work 
within the party and government. For the outside world it means that we have reached a 
point of no return. If we continue to behave as we have behaved for years, the result 
will be frightening. 

Question: What is the conclusion? 

Answer: That despite all the difficulties and problems, we live in the same world, are 
extremely interdependent, and are in danger. In fact we face many dangers and we can 
only tackle them if we unite. So, like it or not, we must work together. We can do 
nothing on our own, and neither can the North Americans or the Europeans. 

Question: What are these dangers? 

Answer: The danger of war, the arms race, the possibility of the world's irreparable 
split between rich and poor nations, and the despair of the developing countries, whose 
situation is worsening daily. 

Question:. How can a greater degree. of security be attained? 

Answer: Gorbachev has formulated a new concept of security. Security cannot be built 
by means of weapons, military organizations, or military technological methods. It 
would be a mirac1e. Nowadays security is a political problem that can only be solved 
by political means. Otherwise the result will be that we will have more weapons and 
less security. 

Question: _ But the United States cannot be blamed entirely for the cold war. 
USSR not made mistakes too? 

Has the 

Answer: Nobody is perfect, of course, and if history gave us the chance to live again 
undoubtedly we would act differently, do other things ..• but that is a luxury that 
history does not grant us . It is time not to concentrate on who is more or less to 
blame but to decide what must be done now. Lenin said on a certain occasion that there 
are different kinds of mistakes. 
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8608755 
United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

March 29, 1986 
~ 

#2582 

(WITH SEGR:13~/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/ORCON ATTACHMENT) 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Protest over Soviet Insinuations Of U.S. 
Responsibility For Palme Assassination 

As noted in your March 17 memorandum, the Soviets continued 
to make outrageous insinuations of U.S . responsibility for the 
Palme assasination following our March 3 protest. The March 6 
piece by Valentin Zorin on Soviet television was particularly 
scurrilous . Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Palmer again 
protested the continuation of the campa i gn to Soviet Chargt 
Sokolov on March 20 , citing the zorin piece and a March 2 
Izvestia article by Georigy Arbatov . 

Interestingly, it now appears that our original March 3 
protest and the negative Swedish reaction to the Soviet 
statements may have had some effect . One of the Soviet writers 
involved in the campaign, Chingiz Aytmatov, felt it necessary 
to publicly deny any intent to hint at CIA involvement in the 
Palme assassination. Aytmatov told the Swedish daily "Dagens 
Nyheter" in an interview appearing March 17 that he was 
"alarmed" his March 2 Pravda article had been interpreted in 
the Swedish press as insinuating CIA involvement in Palme's 
death. 

As noted in the attached memorandum prepared by our Bureau 
of Intelligence and Research, Soviet propaganda on the Palme 
assassination is now taking a more subtle line, implying only 
that his death was the work of those who opposed his efforts on 
behalf of peace and disarmament. 

Attachment. 
As stated. 

~,({ d~ 11!/;,1-;L 
Nicholas Platt 

Executive Secretary 

~ 

DECL : OADR 

(Yit-\~b~ ll~J-~ 
. 11lts\~ 
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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 
SIS 

TO: The Acting 

FROM: INR -

SUBJECT: USSR: More Ins · 

united States Department of Stak 

rrashington. IJ. C. 20520 

March 25, 1986 

Palme's Assassination 

Soviet media have dropped the initial implied charge that 
the us was involved in the murder of Swedish Prime Minister 
Palme, but the subtler linkage of an international conspiracy 
against peace and disarmament now seems to be emerging. A 
r ecent report alleging a coincidence between Palme's advocacy 
of Gorbachev's peace proposals and the timing of his death 
suggests the Soviets intend to continue exploiting the Palme 
case on behalf of their disarmament campaign. 

* * * 

A senior East European official abroad alleged the Soviets 
had told him that Palme was killed only a few hours after 
signing a letter to President Reagan and General Secretary 
Gorbachev that advocated key elements of Gorbachev's arms 
control proposal, according to a clandestine report. The 
official instructed his subordinates that in conversations with 
foreign officials no direct charge of US complicity should be 
made but that the RcoincidenceR should be "worked in." 

Immediately after Palme's assassination soviet media 
insinuated that the us was implicated in the murder. For 
example, TASS March l alleged that Palme had aroused US 
hostility and had long been kept under surveillance by the CIA 
for his opposition to the war in Vietnam. Georgiy Arbatov 
wrote in Izvestiya March 2 _that he ~id not know who killed ·· 
Palme but he "knew wh6 hated him,R implying a US hand in the 
murder. 

Thi~ line of guilt by innuendo largely dropped out of 
cential Soviet media organs after the US protest to the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington March 3, although Soviet commentator 
Valentin zorin in a subsequent soviet domestic TV - broadcast 
(March 6) drew a parallel between Palme's death and those of 
Indira Gandhi, Aldo Moro, Omar Torrijos and others, stating 
that each had aroused the displeasure of Washington. (Soviet 
media had insinuated CIA involvement in all these deaths.) 

~NOFORN/NOC ONTRACT_/ OR CON 



S~NOFORN / NOCONTRACT/ ORCON 
• -2-

There were no propaganda overtones attendant to soviet 
Premier Ryzhkov's attendance at the Palme funeral. However, 
the media continued to carry praise of Palme as a peace 
activist and to imply that his death was the work of those who 
were against his activities on behalf of disarmament and 
peace. In his eulogy Arbatov had noted that Palme's last 
thoughts were focused on the USSR's new disarmament proposals, 
and soviet press spokesman Lomeyko March 14 observed that he 
had championed a world without nuclear weapons and supported a 
ban on nuclear testing. 

On March 4, USIA sent a worldwide cable to the field asking 
for reports on any media items or enquiries regarding a US/CIA 
role in Olof Palme's death. Several posts responded, mostly 
with replays of the TASS item appearing in the local communist 
party organ. USIA guidance to posts was that they should not 
even dignify the charge of US involvement in the Palme murder 
with a comment. This was essentially the same tack taken by 
the Department spokesman. 

While the US demarche may have put to rest the initial 
innuendos, we can expect to see more of this subtler, less 
direct linkage of an international conspiracy against 
disarmament and peace, with the implication that the US stands 
in the background. 

Drafted:INR/SEE:IKulski:INR/IC:SRapoport 
3/24/86 x9212 

~NOFOr<.N/NOCON~RACT/ ORCON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Alleged U.S. Responsibility for Palme 
Assassination (U) 

Soviet television on March 6 carried outrageous charges alleging 
possible U.S. responsibility in the assassination of Swedish 
Prime Minister Olof Palme. We are very pleased that the charges 
were strongly protested to Soviet Charge Sokolov by the 
Department. In addition, the Department may wish to consider a 
further protest during Secretary Shultz ' s March 15 meeting with 
Nikolay Ryzhkov. (C) 

e-eNFJ:f:H!~MTIAL 
Declassify on: OADR 

;\ / , I 
~L_ ~ r\,'\ ,4-c~ 

Rodney_~. McDaniei: 
Executive Secretary 

. ' 

£v.~µJ ~'~v 1~ -/ 
3/1 7/lt - /I:/,);: , it 

-eBNFIOENTIAL , ~90 
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MEMORANDUM 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 11, 1986 

TO: 

FROM: 

Members of the Active Measures Working Group 

INR/SEE - Robert Bar~ 

SUBJECT: Seminar Series on Soviet Active Measures 

This is to remind you of the remaining events in our series 
of seminars on Soviet and Communist Disinformation and Press 
Manipulation. Both you and interested colleagues in your 
organization are encouraged to attend. Please RSVP all 
intended participants to either Jonathan Kamin at 647-3288 or 
Anita Friedt at 647-8657. 

Tuesday, April 15: 9:30-11:30: "Active Measures 
Instruments: Agents of Influence, Disinformation, Forgeries, 
Press Manipulation, Political Action." Speaker: Stanislav 
Levchenko, former KGB officer. Place: Room 1105. Please note 
the room change from the previous memo. 

Thursday, April 17: 9:30-11:30: "Philosophical Foundation 
of Soviet Active Measures: Leninist Underpinnings, the 
Operational Tradition." Speaker: Hayden Peake, National 
Intelligence Study Center. Place: Room 1207. 

Tuesday, April 22: 
Front · Groups." Speaker: 
1207. 

9:30-11:30: "The History of Communist 
Wallace Spaulding, CIA. Place: Room 

Tuesday, May 6: 2:30p-4:30p: "Methods of Anticipating 
Active Measures: Opportunity or Delusion." Speaker: Dr. Roy 
Godson, National Strategic Information Center. Place: Room 
1912. 

Tuesday, May 13: 9:30-11:30: "Soviet Bloc Active Measures 
in the Mid 1980's: Reflections of a Former Practitioner." 
Speaker: Ladislav Bittman, former Deputy Head of Czechoslovak 
Disinformation Se~tion. Place: Room 1207 

All seminars will take place in the Main State Building. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO : 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 24, 1986 

Members of the Active Measures Working Group 

INR/SEE - Robert Bar~ 

Seminar Series on Soviet Active Measures 

This is to remind you of the two remaining speakers in our 
series of seminars on Soviet and Communist Disinformation and 
Press Manipulation. Both you and interested colleagues in 
your organization are encouraged to attend. Please RSVP all 
intended participants to either Jonathan Kamin at 647-3288 or 
Anita Friedt at 647-8657. 

Tuesday, May 6 : 2: 30p-4: 30p: "Methods of Anticipating 
Active Measures: Opportunity or Delusion." Speaker: Dr. Roy 
Godson, National Strategic Information Center. Place: Room 
1912. 

Tuesday, May 13: 9:30-11 : 30: "Soviet Bloc Active Measures 
in the Mid 1980's: Reflections of a Former Practitioner." 
Speaker: Ladislav Bittman, former Deputy Head of Czechoslovak 
Disinformation Section. Place: Room 1207 

All seminars will take place in the Main State Building. 
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United States 
Information 
Agency 

W astw,91,:, n O C }0~ 1 
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April 29, 1986 

,... . USIA 
Senetor Oevid Ourenberger 
375 RSDB 
\./oshington, O.C. 20510 r 

□ eor Senotor Ourenb .. EOAG·';cav 
Now t~et there is conclusive evidence ~ e dfn of a 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant reactor produced a cons1~erable 
quantit~ of radioactive fallout, w~;have ~~hence to utilize 
this fact for propaganda purposes. : F_urthermore. it is good for 
us that Moscow' hes mede no official statement on the; event. ------ - - --- . , · 

Therefore_ we 1\uggest ~-hat following{f. {~~s~}-d be taken: 

- Reports should be spread by our~~ssocie~s in European 
information media giving the public ,the · dete_ils · of Chernobyl 
di a a ate r: ! . < _ • \ • · { '._ ' • - · --~ ,;. 

. • • - - ~ ."I, . .- , • . 

• number of victims should be ·alleged to be ·:eomewhe~ ' . 
between 2 • 000 end ~ 000, · ,· 

~-. ./~·· .,. . ,../ 
• mass evacuation ·of population from the 1OO-mile zone, 

. ...,, . .!' . -. • J-
/ • . • •• .., t' · '-,•...._ f" 

• < . • --~- .. _,,___ 
e transport problems. shortage_· of various goods, chaos, 

end pani~ehould also b~ gi~en publicitf1 · · . 

lJ appfopriet/ .i llustr:'tions . a~:d te·xt-~~·1\at~ria""i ahou ld be 
provid_e_e, .. - J \ 

1' - · -~:..- . -... 

. • . . . . ~ ; I 

o ~empaign ~fo~id .be orgenizad by USIA offipielf,who should 
else ~upply the \ matariel ~eeded. ' \ 

~ ":. ~ ... ·. 

. r , 

·. : 1 
. • -".~ ► .· 

- · In view of the forthcoming Tokyq- sum,:nit _. det':e should be 
-pro'C"1:ded fot tile ts ld'Lemen i: ·oii "the C:hm-mtbyl 'd1sestertcr-n--e--------
issue~ by th~ seven leaders. 

~ Cons~~ering the facts about the incre~s~d air pollution, 
our ·ellies :1:1hould be recommended to stop imp'orts of food and 
other ·c·orrmodi ties from Eastern b lee. 

- Our ellies should be i~fluenced so es io make a request 
for compensation for contamination of their territory. 

We will keep you informed of any future measures. 

Best regards. 

-Herbert Romerstein . 
Senior Policy Officer 

a" Soviet Active Measures 

,.,. .. 
.. •t 

-~~~~ ,. 
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United States 
Information 
Agency 

Washington , D C 2054 7 

Dear General Schweitzer: 

August 16, 1985 

Enclosed is a copy of the forgery attributed to you. 

We are able to draw some conclusions at this time. 

l. The copy of the forgery in our possession was placed on the 
desk of an Italian journalist by an unknown person. It was in 
a plain white envelope. This method of surfacing a forgery is 
a well-known Soviet technique. 

2. Based on information supplied by General Schweitzer, USIS 
Rome was able to convince the journalist that the letter was a 
forgery. As a result the perpetrators were compelled to use a 
Guatemalan "news service" known to be associated with the Cuban­
Nicaraguan-backed insurgents to provide credibility to the 
Italian news agency that surfaced the forgery. This revealed 
the Cuban-Nicaraguan hand in the forgery. 

3. General Schweitzer's evidence, provided to the Italian 
press service, was widely distributed both by them and USIA. 
Thus, the facts about the forgery are now well-known. Such 
exposes raise the cost to the forgers. 

The following are preliminary findings of an unofficial but 
expert forensic examination of the forgery: 

l. Paper: Not common in America. 

2. Text: Possibly, the letterhead and the text were all 
printed on one machine, although it is difficult to determine 
from a copy. The letterhead does not appear to be "spliced" on. 

3. Signature: Because the letter is a photocopy and the note 
provided was signed with a felt-tip pen it is difficult to say 
anything about the signature. However, it appears to be well 
executed. Lab would need several samples ~f the General's 
signature to determine such things as where he signs his name 
in relation to the signature bloc. 

4. Comments: Based upon a cursory examination, it appears the 
document is an excellent forgery. 

A linguistic examination of the forgery is now being done. 

Lt. General Robert L. Schweitzer 
Inter-American Defense Board 
2600 16th St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20441 

USIA 



- 2.-

I am sorry that I did not get back to you earlier on this 
matter. We will continue to pursue this forgery and will keep 
you advised as we gain additional information. 

Enclosure: Letter 

-~ 
Herbert omerstein 
Senior Policy Officer 

on Soviet Active Measures 
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2600 · l(11h Strt't'I, N .1'. 

IIHhinsron, o.c. 201\11 

c- ' •In 

25 de fcbrero d~ 1985 

Su C:xcele~cia 
Au~usto Pinochet u,~one • 
Pras+dantµ do l~_~epGblica de 
Cllfl, Grol, ~lel 1 !::J €:t"c;i to 
Palacio ~c la Honedo 
Sontli.as;o 

Estimado Sr. Prasi<lente: 

I 

He complnce infor~ar a Su Excelencio que lo entrega A Chile del ~uevo 
or~~mento solicicado ser5 deci<lida en el mis corto pl~zo. Ha ha causndo 
o~rndo el saber, a trnvis del Sr.Motley, que usted ha moetrado vivo int~- · 
ris por ampliar nuastra cooperaci5n en el terreno militar. Estiffl&fflOS su 
profundo comprensi5n de las parti~uloridadea de la nueva aituoci6n inter­
nnc1onal y de las iniciocivaa del pr~sidente Raognn, encauzadas • fortale­
c~r nuascro capacidod defansiva com~n. 

QuiRicra oeecurar o 
1'11.H'!I t re dee id ido opoyo en 
~emocrocio an Chile, 

Su Excelancia que aeguirS u11ted contnndo co1, 
&uA eefuarios por fortnleccr la libcrtad y la 

Con rospecto a nucstras acciones conjuntns en America Central, qui­
l!lict'a sugerirle la conveniencia de que las primerae unirlndes chilenas ,can 
.trDsl~dadns o El Salvador y Honduras ya en mnrzo. Nuestros repreaentantes 
en dichos patses recibirin instruccionee dentro de doR semanas. Junto con 
eu representnnte tratoremos loe demas problemaa de nuestra cooperaci6n en 
una tie los pro_.e reuniones de la JlO, 

··,· · 

Con 108 mejorcH te~timonio11 de mi mn11 Alto conAiclcrocion y eetitMI 
pcrRonol hncia Su Excelencia, ealud~ a ustcd 

Huy otentomcntc, 

Rr~t. f:rL ___ ·7!~ 
ROBERT L, SCHW~r 
Lieutenant Cener~l, U.S. Army 
Preaidence 

.1 I I) S!;CtffT\l 
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UNCLASSIFIED WITH 
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON . D .C . 2 0506 

MEMORDANDUM FOR: 

MR. DONALD GREGG 
Assistant to the Vice President 

for National Security Affairs 

MR. NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

MS. SHERRIE COOKSEY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of the Treasury 

COLONEL DAVID R. BROWN 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

MR. STEPHEN GALEBACH 
Senior Special Assistant 

to the Attorney General 
Department of Justice 

MR. JAMES J. DELANEY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Health 

& Human Services 

DR. ALTON KEEL 
Associate Director for National 
Security and International 

Affairs 
Office of Management & Budget 

MR. JOHN H. RIXSE 
Executive Secretary 
Central Intelligence Agency 

MR. RONALD POST 
Acting Chief of the 

Executive Secretariat 
U.S. Information Agency 

MR. JAMES GEER 
Assistant Director 
Intelligence Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

DR. BODO BARTOCHA 
Division Director 
Division of International Programs 
National Science Foundation 

MRS. BARBARA ANDERSON 

1552 

"I/ ) 

MR. WILLIAM VITALE 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Energy 

Commissioner's Correspondence Executive 
Control 

MR. JOSEPH EASTON 
Executive Officer 
Department of Education 

Immigration & Naturalization Service 

MRS. CAROL TRUEDATE 
Personal Assistant to the Director 
Office of Foreign Missions 

SUBJECT: Security Guidelines for the President's 
US-Soviet Exchanges Initiatives 

Attached is a tasking for the relevant agencies to participate in the pro­
ceedings of a new Working Group to develop improved security procedures for 
the new expanded US-Soviet exchange program proposed by the President at 
the Geneva Summit. 

Rodney B. McDaniel 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: Instruction Memorandum 
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