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June 25, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am forwarding a letter from the Aunt of one of my
constituents concerning your recent visit to Bitburg.
I would appreciate your review of this letter.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

208 e

Paul S. Sarbanes
United States Senator

PSS/blk

Enclosure
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PAUL S. SARBANES,

,/ PEARYLAND
g Flaifed Dlafes Henale
N

& WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

June 25, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am forwarding a letter from the 2Aunt of one of my
. ©  constituents concerning your recent visit to Bitburg.
I would appreciate your review of this letter.

With best regards,
- Sincerely,

S 20 D

aul S. SaVba“es -
Inited States CenatoL

- Pss/blk - }

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 5, 1985

Your Eminence: -

Thank you for your very kind, warm-letter of
June 26. You make me very proud. I appreciate,
too, the message from The Holy Father. Nancy
was privileged to meet with His Holiness during
our trip to Bonn. While I was involved in the
Economic Summit meetings, she journeyed to Rome
on an errand having to do with the problem of
drug abuse throughout the world.. She sends her

~warmest regard to yeu as do I and, again, thank -

you _for your letter -- and more importantly for
your prayers. ) - ’ - -

Sincerely, =

| R Reson

Reverend John Cardinal O'Connor
1011 First Avenue
New York, New York 10022
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 18, 1985

Dear Mr. Carper:

I have been asked to respond to your letter inquiring
number and duties of White House aides who accompanied
President on his recent visit to Europe.

Forty six members of the White House staff accompanied
President and the First Lady. The bulk of the 46 were
and women who prepared for the President's stops in We
Spain, France and Portugal, as well as the First Lady'
Rome, The remainder of the travelling staff performed
duties as they do when the President is here at the Wh
including press liaison, speechwriting and national se
support.

I have no way of verifying the number of State Departm
officials who travelled to Europe in support of the Pr
trip, although I would think that the figure of 215 wo
quite high. I would suggest that you contact the Stat
ment directly.

Sincerely,

el

Christopher Hicks
Deputy Assistant to th
for Administration

The Honorable

Thomas R. Carper

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

cc: M.B. Oglesby






./H@MAS R. CARPER 3/ 7é 1020 LonewoRTH House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DELAWARE, AT-LARGE (202) 225-4165

< COMMITTEES: DISTRICT OFFICES:

~ ¢ BANKING, FinANCE Congress of the Wnited States oo oo

\k - AND URBAN AFFAIRS 844 KING STREET

MERCHANT MARINE FRouse of Rgprggmtgn’gzs WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19801

AND FISHERIES {302)573-6181

mﬂﬂh[ﬂgtﬂn, E.c. 205]5 J. ALLEN FREAR FEDERAL BUILDING

300 S. NEW STREET
Dover, DELAWARE 19801
{302) 736-1666 (KenT)
{302) 856-3334 (SussEx)

June 18, 1985

The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

| have recently been informed by a constituent, a Mr. Ted Keller, that there were
- 215 State Department officials and approximately the same number of White House aides
~ who accompanied you on your recent diplomatic visit to West Germany.

Could you please verify these figures and, additionally, respond with a note
explaining the various roles these people played.

Thank you for your assistance.

- . - Sincerely, - - ] .

- Thomas R. Carper " - _
- Member of Congress -

TCwwh . o - -

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 18, 1985

Dear Mr. Carper:

I have been asked to respond to your letter inquiring about the
number and duties of White House aides who accompanied the
President on his recent visit to Europe.

Forty six members of the White House staff accompanied the

President and the First Lady.

The bulk of the 46 were advancemen

and women who prepared for the President's stops in West Germany,
Spain, France and Portugal, as well as the First Lady's visit to
Rome. The remainder of the travelling staff performed the same
duties as they do when the President is here at the White House,
including press liaison, speechwriting and national security

support.

I have no way of verifying the number of State Department
officials who travelled to Europe in support of the President's
trip, although I would think that the figure of 215 would be
quite high. I would suggest that you contact the State Depart-

ment directly.

The Honorable

Thomas R. Carper

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

cc: M,B. Oglesby

Sincerely,

Qb

Christopher Hicks
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Administration



July 12, 1985

Dear Tom:

This is to acknowledge your June 18 letiter,
which we received cn July 3, zpcuust'~g
iuformation regarding the number of aidecz
that accompanied .the President on his
recent trip to Germany.

Please know that vour constituent’s inguiry
has dbzen brou git 1o the attentica of the
appropriate Wnite nouse office for further
TTEDONSE.,

With best wishes,

M. B. Oglesby,

Jr
Asgistant to the Pres

ident

The Honoraeble Thomas R. Carper
House of EKepresentatives
washington, D.C. 20515

MBO:KRJ :MDB

cc: w/copy of inc to Chris Hicks - for DIRECT response
WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL INCOMING



July 12, 1985

Dear Tom:

This 15 to acknowledge your June 18§ letter,
which we received on July 3, reguesting
information regarding the number of aides
that accompanied the President on his
recent trip to Germany.

Pleaze know thzat your constituents inguiry
has been bhrought to the attention of the
apprepriate ¥hite House office for Ffurther
LESpONssS.

Sincerely,

¥, B. Cglesby, J
Asristant to the Pre

The Honorable Thowas R. Carper
House of Representatives
¥ashington, D.C. 20515

MBO:KRJ :MDB

cc: w/copy of inc to Chris Hicks - for DIRECT response
WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAIL INCOMING
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_THOMAS R, CARPER

DELAWARE, AT-LARGE

< COMMITTEES.
~ 4 BANKING,FINANCE
‘»\‘-’ AND URBAN AFFAIRS

MERCHANT MARINE
AND FISHERIES

The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

3/ 7é 1020 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

Congress of the Wnited States

Fouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C. 2055

June 18, 1985

WasHINGTON, D.C. 20516
{202) 225-41865

DiSTRICT OFFICES:

8021 J. CALEB BOGGS
FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING
B44 KING STREET
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 18801
(302)6573-6181

J. ALLEN FREAR FEDERAL BUILDING
300 S. NEw STREET
Dover, DELAWARE 19801
(302) 736-1666 (KenT)
{302) 858-3334 (SUsSEX}

I have recently been informed by a constituent, a Mr. Ted Keller, that there were
- 215 State Department officials-and approximately the same number of White House aides

explaining the various roles these people played.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Thomas_R. Carper

Member of Congress

who accompanied you on your recent diplomatic visit to West Germany.

THIC STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS

Could you please verify these figures and, additionally, respond with a note
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SOVIET LEADERSHIP IS OF COURSE WELL AWARE THAT SUCH A
SYMBOLIC ACT OVER THE GRAVES OF THE WAR DEAD ACHIEVES MORE
IN FOSTERING FRIENDSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OUR TWO
PEOPLES THAN MANY OTHER THINGS. THIS CANNOT BE IN THE
INTEREST OF THE SOVIET UNION AND IT WILL DO EVERYTHING IN
ITS POWER TO UNDERMINE THE POSITIVE EFFECTS OF OUR MUTUAL
GESTURE OF RECONCILIATION ON THE NATIONS IN ITS SPHERE OF
INFLUENCE AS WELL. IF WE NOW BACK DOWN AND CHANGE THE
AGREED PROGRAMME, THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP WILL FEEL THAT TS
PROPAGANDA HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL.

DEAR RON, | HAVE EKSPRESSED MY OPINION AND MY FEELINGS VERY
FRANKLY IN THIS LETTER. PLEASE REGARD MY WORDS AS BEING
FROM A FRIEND WHO DOES NOT WISH TO CREATE ANY ADDITIONAL
PROBLEMS FOR YOU IN YOUR DIFFICULT OFFICE BUT WHO FELT
PROMPTED BY THE FRIENDSHIP THAT HAS GROWN BETWEEN OUR
PEOPLES OVER THE PAST FOUR DECADES, NOT LEAST THROUGH YOUR
OWN PERSONAL EFFORTS, TO WRITE IN THIS OPEN MANNER.

YOURS MOST SINCERELY,
{(SGD.) HELMUT KOHL

ENDE UEBERSETZUNG SEITE 3
BT
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May 17, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN
CHIEF OF STAFF

FROM: MARSHALL BREGER@
SPECIAL ASSISTA TO THE PRESIDENT

FOR PUBLIC LIAISON

You have tasked me to report on what mlght be done in the
aftermath of tFr- =" " """ to repair relations with the
Jewish community. .uio wssiyument takes on added importance
given that progress in the Middle East peace process may become
possible in the next few months. The degree of confidence that
the American Jewish community invests in this Administration is
clearly central to the success of our peace efforts.

o Kenneth Bialkin, President of the Conference of Major
American Jewish Organizations, has requested a meeting with the
President. I see no need for an early meeting - it can only
rehash Bitburg. We ought to wait six-eight weeks until tempers
have cooled down and other subjects can be usefully discussed.
By that time, King Hussein's visit to Washington, D.C. may
already have occurred. Furthermore, such a meeting should be
structured by the White House and anchored in groups which are
interested in spurring a good relationship -- such as the
National Jewish Coalition (of which Max Fisher is honorary
chairman.)

o While Jewish groups are interested in moving back onto the
reservation, time is needed to heal the wounds. I urge that any
decision on arms sales to Jordan and Saudia Arabia be held over
for 90 days notwithstanding that this may mean delay in approval
until the fall. The community (and its Congressional allies)
cannot easily sustain two body blows in quick succession.

o Strategic cooperation with Israel should be publically
emphasized whenever possible. Publicity about strategic
cooperation is the clearest and most visible sign of the growing
closeness of US-Israel relations. The President or the
Secretary of Defense might consider laying out the theory and
practice of strategic cooperation at some public forum.



o The President should seek out opportunities, symbolic and
otherwise, to underscore his fidelity both to Israel and to the
American Jewish community. For example, the President might
dedicate the West Point Jewish Chapel -- the only Jewish chapel
at a military academy. (The Chapel was built with private
funds). The West Point location provides the President with an
opportunity to strike two powerful themes simultaneously --

the contributions Jews have made to American society, and the
moral predicates of our defense posture. This proposal,
developed with the assistance of Ambassador Max Kampelman, was
turned down for scheduling reasons in Fall 1984. I resubmit it
now because of its extraordinary symbolic value.

o ATPAC is anxious for you to meet with their officers June
9-11. They would prefer to have you to an informal dinner on
June 9th or 10th, but would meet with you at the White House
whenever your schedule permits. I strongly encourage you to
meet with them. The AIPAC officers are political pros and want
to dwell on US-Israel relations rather than the Bitburg episode.
That is to our mutual advantage.

o Consideration should be given to a state visit by President
Herzog in the next six months. No Israeli president has ever
made a state visit.

o One area of continued tension will be the place of the
Jewish liaison within the White House structure. As you know,
the job has historically had a short tenure -- there were four
over the last four years -- and has consistently failed to meet
community expectations. As US-Israel relations have been on an
even keel over the last year, the gap between community
expectations and bureaucratic reality has been finessed.
However, the Bitburg episode has placed the status of the
liaison position into bas-relief and it is unlikely to go away.
The allegations of "insensitivity" are partly based on the
(erroneous) claim that the President does not wish to be
surrounded by Jewish advisors.




April 30, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD REGAN
CHIEF OF STAFF

FROM : MARSHALL BREGEP@
SPECTAL ASSISTA o1 'DENT FOR PUBLIC
LIAISON
SUBJECT: Bitberg (Once Again)

May I take the liberty of underscoring, in capsule form, why the
Bitberg wreath-laying stirs such emotions in the Jewish
community. If the content of the clashing emotional symbols
behind this controversy are better understood, the President may
be better able to act in ways which will not exacerbate the
frustrations of either the Germans or the Jewish community.

The CDU, and in particular, Chancellor Kohl, view the German
people as having been controlled by a group of madmen during
World War II. Thus, in their calendar, May 8 is a day of
liberation for Germany as well as for the allies--it is a day in
which the bulk of the German people were liberated from Nazism.
Following this view, it is understandable why the German "dough
boys" (excepting certified war criminals) are to be viewed as
akin to GI Joes. It is this version of history which the
President will legitimate by the Bitberg wreath-laying.

There is, however, another version of history--one held by most
historians, the German Social Democrats, citizens of those
countries in Western Europe who were subject to Nazi aggression
and by the Jewish community.* This version holds that Germany
was not led sullenly into the Nazi inferno by a few evil madmen.
Rather, the entire nation was seized by a totalitarian madness.
Historians have made abundantly clear tt-+ the German nation
supported Hitler throughout the early vi.corious stages of the
war. Indeed as William Shirer has written recently in the New
York Times, German soldiers he met in Poland, France and Russia
never viewed themselves as forced draftees but rather as willing
participants in a patriotic war.

2 is a third approach advanced by the Soviets today and by
ooliticians during and immediately after World War II--that
autonic character is genetically militaristic. We, of

2, reject this communal taint.



-2-

This alternate vision of World War II is rejected by the Bitberg
wreath-laying ceremony and, at some level, Chancellor Kohl's
insistence on the ceremony reflects a need to legitimate the
"crew of thugs" version.

The controversy over the wreathe laying ceremony at Bitberg must
be understood in this context. If Germany was overtaken by a
"crew of thugs" than it is legitimate (indeed it is "morally

right") to honor all in that cemete:~ ‘“~~-"-""ng the Waffen SS)
excepting specific war criminals. 1an nation was
seized by Nazi madness (excepting tl 1iti-Nazis such as
Konrad Adenaeur) then far more disc: moral judgments

must be made.

I believe that if the President has an appreciation of these
competing views, he will be better able to engage in the
reconciliation process for which he is making this trip.



April 17, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF
FROM: PAT BUCHANAN

SUBJECT: VETERANS ON BITBURG

Had Doug Riggs of OPL check. Despite what we heard yesterday,
the VFW has issued no statement attacking the Bitburg decision,
the AmVets have issued no statement, and the American Legion
statement was done by a lower level type ~- a statement the top
has had to stand by, but which it has not elaborated upon. A
cursory analysis is being done of calls and letters.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : MICHAEL K. DEAVER
FROM: WILLIAM HENKE
SUBJECT: ALTERNATIVE TO WREATH-LAYING AT BITBURG

MILITARY CEMETERY

The Fortress Ehrenbreitstein, located in Koblenz at the
convergence of the Rhine and Mosel Rivers south of Bonn, contains
the German version of our Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The
Fortress has a diverse history, including sheltering civilians
during World War II bombing raids. On October 29, 1972, the
current German Army, the Bundeswehr, dedicated the Fortress
Ehrenbreitstein as a memorial to the fallen Germans of the two
World Wars (five and one-half million killed).

A plague on the outside wall states:

.setheir sacrifice, their bravery and their suffering
should not be forgotten...

Inside the fortress in a large vaulted archway is a marble statue

of a dead German soldier, with his helmet laying next to his waist
and - a laurel wreath at his feet. 1Inscribed on the archway is the

following:

To the dead of the German Armies
1914-1918 1939-1945
Their legacy: Peace

We recommend that this be considered as an alternative to the
Bitburg Military Cemetery visit. 1In our opinion it could meet
Kohl's objectives and would aveid the awkward situation of
visiting a cemetery in which SS are buried.
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April 19, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN
MICHAEL K. DEAVER

FROM: WILLIAM HENKEL

SUBJECT: = —==mmms Ao

I had Rick Ahearn quietly develop the attached statistical
information on the German troops buried in Bitburg Cemetery.
Quoting from Chancellor Kohl's personal letter to the President:

"LIKE ALL COMPARABLE GERMAN MILITARY
CEMETERIES, CONTAINS THE GRAVES OF MOSTLY VERY
YOUNG SERVICEMEN, MANY OF THEM ONLY 18, 19 OR
20 YEARS OLD, WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN THE
FINAL DAYS OF THE WAR. THEY INCLUDE MEMBERS
OF THE WAFFEN SS WHO, DOING THEIR DUTY AS
SOLDIERS, DIED VERY YOUNG IN THE BITBURG
AREA. AT THE AGE OF 18 OR 19 THEY HAD NO
CHOICE AS TO WHERE THEY WOULD BE DRAFTED TO.
THEY DIED LIKE MILLIONS OF OTHERS IN A
SENSELESS WAR."

The atttached data contradicts this claim, We should be extremely
careful not to use Kohl's rationale, for the facts contained in
the analysis can be researched by the press. (See attachments)



April 19, 1985
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM HENKEL

FROM: FREDERICK L. AHEARN

SUBJECT: ANALYSIS OF BITBURG CEMETERY

The following text is an analysis compiled from the official
roster of troops buried in Bitburg Cemetery. This analysis was
conducted at my request by officials of the U. S. Embassy, Bonn,
Defense Attache's office.

Youngest SS Grave 1739 13 sSept 1927 - 28 Dec 1944
17 yrs. 3 mos.

Oldest SS Grave 837 22 Aug 1900 - 1 oct 1944
44 yrs, 2 mos,

Youngest Soldier Grave 2025 1 May 29 ~ 15 pec 1944
15 yrs, 7 mos.

Oldest Soldier Grave 1543 26 Oct 1983 - 24 Jan 1945
62 yrs. 4 mos.

Mean age of S8 30.5 yrs.
Mean age of Soldiers 38.5 yrs.
Unknown ages/Identities 228 graves

Dead from other battles/wars 50 graves

Oldest Civilian Grave 391 2 March 1875 - 25 Dec 1944
69 yrs.
Youngest Civilian Grave 1008 17 oct 1928 - 1 Oct 1944

15 yrs, 11 mos.

Average age of soldiers who died in 1944 -- 25.9 yrs.
Average age of soldiers who died in 1945 -- 27.9 yrs.
Average age of SS who died in 1944 & 1945 - 26.3 yrs.
Average age for all military -- 26,7 yrs.

Number of graves -- 2,044

I hope these facts prove to be of use to you,
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Aapril 16, 1985

TO: The Minister
FROM: POL - Richard C. Barkley (Qliz/ﬁj
Subject: - '

We have checked the graves register of persons buried at
Bitburg against the SS records contained in the Berlin Document
Center. Of the 48 individuals on the list who were identified
as members of the SS, 15 had records at the BDC. Only two of
those records contained information of special note. The
others did not indicate that the person had served in a
concentration camp or with the SS Security Service, the SS
Security Police, or the GESTAPO.

One of the two individuals with noteworthy records was
Eugen Schuler who was at one time a member of the SS Security
Service. He had been a member of the SS since 1933 and
attained the rank of sergeant in 1939. Schuler's record at the
BDC does not contain any entries after that date. According to
the graves register, Schuler died in September 1944 as a member
of the wWaffen-SS (armed-SS) at the age of 30.

The other notable record was that of Otto Bengel, a staff
sergeant in the Waffen-SS who was awarded the German Cross of
Gold in 1944 for, among other things, having killed 10
Americans in combat in July 1944. Bengel died in combat in
September 1944 at the age of 22.

Of the more than 2,000 soldiers buried at Bitburg, a
significant proportion were born prior to 1920 and were
therefore not green recruits thrown into the battle in the
final stages of the war.

POL:RDJ%;;son
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FOR DON REGAN
FROM: Larry Speakes
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