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TO: Ronald Reagen, President of UsSA
FROM: Stanley Garczynski,
AUSZWITZ Inmate No. 3740
RE: Your visit to a cemetary in wW.Germany

Dear President Reagan:

In 1939, as an offieer of the Polish Army, I faught against the

Nazi and Soviet invasion. In 1939, my parents and my 10 year old

sister were killed near Warsaw by the Nazis. In 1939 I joined the

Polish underground. 1In February 1940, I was arrested by the GESTAPO

thrown in prison, ttried, and found guilty of conspiracy against the

Third Reich and German nation., I was sentenced to a concentration

camp, and in April 1940, arrived with the first "Polish prisoners"

transport in AUSZWITZ. I remained there until the end -1945, 1In

1942, my ’younger brother arrived in the camp and remianed there

with me until the end. After the liberation I re joined my Polish

forces, but after the Communist take over of Poland I joined the

US Army Polish detachment., In 1950, I arrived in US as a refugee.

I would like to add, that my son, volunteered for the US Army and

was a distinguished Honor graduate, 1980, AIR BORN RANGER. He is

presently in the US Army Reserve Special Forces.

As a man who lost his family, his country, his wealth, a career and

a social position as a reslut of the NAZI invasion, I belive I have

right for a rather strong feelings against Nazi Germary and its people.

As an officer of the allied forces, I believe, I also have the right

to have strong feelings against my enemy. However, I do see your

point of view and understand your motivation to visit a German ceme-

tary. Perhaps, in order to be understood, you should make it clear

to the public and media that your intentions to visit the German ce-
metary and Germany are=as follows:

1. You will honor all the Concentration camp victims and pay tribute
to the ones who have perished by visiting a concentration camp.

2. You will honor all the soldier of the allied and US forces who
were killed in action by visitng their cemetary.

3. By visitng a German cemetary ( in Germany it is hard to avoid not
to have German soldiers of World War II not being barried in any
German cemetary), you will remind the Germans tht they too, became
victims of their own dictatorship, and their fanatic leader Hitler.
You are not honoring soldiers who fought against the allied forces
you are merely reminding them of the atrocities of a war. A German
drafted by Hitler had no choice: either he would join the Whermacht
or tried as a traitor. You, as the President of the US are for PEACE!
One pays a high price for a war. The cemetary is a proof.



President Reagan p.2 April 18, 1985

Presently I am retired, I live on Social Security. World
War II, and Nazi invasion deprived me of everything I had,
family, estates, career and a feeling of pride far my country.
Now, it is taken over by the Communists. I feel often quite.
bitter., However, I am also proud of my new home and the
country of my children. I love my second homeland, I love
United States of America. And I do undestand your motivation
to visit a cemetary in Germany. I believe, we both like to
say our daily prayer: "and forgive our daily trespassings, as
We...,.", and we would like to continue saying them. Thus I
believe in my heart what you are doing is right.

Follow your heart, and God bless you,

Sincerely yours,

<

e, e e s Chairman
SACA, HOLOCAUST COMMITTEE

SG:af
Encl °
xc: Linas Kojelis
Board members
Other Holocaust Committees
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Vera Von Wiren Garczynski of
Glen Cove recently returned from
Europe, where she spent Pas-
sover in Vienna with friends,
Polish survivors of Nazi Ger-
many. On Easter Sunday she vis-
ited 'the infamous concentration
camp in Dachau.

She recalls, “Dachau, is a sub-
urb of Munich, a lovely hilly town
with shops and gardens. On the
top of the hills there is a beautiful
cafe where you can have ap-
felstrudel, wine, ice cream and a
chocolate torte. The town below
looks peaceful and picturesque,
and one can hardly suspect that

exactly 50 years ago a horror
chamber was built at the foot of
this hill — the Death camp of
Dachau.”

Garczynski, who was herself in-
terned in a work camp when she
was a child, is doing research on a
work that will publish accounts of
former prisoners of Nazi camps
documented with official records.

“I would like to set the record
straight because the horrors and
atrocities committed in the Nazi
camps became a subject of
numerous articles, books, stage
and screen plays. Unfortunately,
in many cases the commercial
sensation obscured the truth and
in pursuit of a ‘best seller’, facts
were distorted. But who was to
stopit? Is Anne Frank alive? Very
few of us survived the ordeals of
the Nazi camps. And those who
did, preferred to keep silent. The

VERA VON WIREN GARCZYNSKI visited Dachau Museum,

site of the former Nazi concentration camp, on Easter Sunday.
She is working on a research project documenting this and other

camps and their victims.

wounds were too deep and too
fresh. We tried to bury the mem-
ory of the nightmare we lived
through. We tried to forget that it
happened to us.

‘““However, history must be
written and for the sake of the
truth a faithful accurate account
must be done before the suffering
of millions of victims of Nazi
camps becomes a statistic, a re-
cord, a research project, thesis,
or a mere footnote to history, void
of personal insight,” she said.

Garczynski is a professor of
Slavie studies at City College of
New York.

People-






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 16, 1985

Dear Congressman Franklin:

I am responding to your letter to M. B. Oglesby concerning the
ceremony in Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol commemorating the
birth of General Robert E. Lee. I appreciate this opportunity
to correct the inaccurate stories which have circulated since
then and trust you will agree, after reading this, that no slur
to the memory of General Lee was intended, or committed.

First, I would like to set the record straight by saying that a
Presidential wreath has never been provided on this occasion,
claims to the contrary notwithstanding.  Our "wreath" files go
back to 1933 and, after thoroughly reviewing them, I assure you
that there is no reference whatsoever to this event therein,
until last year when the issue was first raised. Thus,
statements that the President, or I ~- or anyone at the White
House, suddenly curtailed something that has been "traditional"
since 1928 are without basis in fact and completely false.

Second, although a wreath is a costly item, expense ("economy")
was not a factor in the decision.| Rather, it was based on the
historical and long-standing policy of many administrations;
one which has been continued by President Reagan.

With the sole exception of Benjamin Franklin, the only
individuals honored with commemorative Presidential wreaths are
deceased former presidents. Otherwise, such wreaths are
provided only on six special occasions of national significance
at various sites in Arlington National Cemetery. One of them
is the Confederate Monument. That monument was dedicated by
President Woodrow Wilson; and, according to our records, every
president since that time has had a wreath placed on
Confederate Memorial Day as a gesture befitting a reunited ..
Nation. (Those ceremonies, incidentally, are sponsored by the
national office of the same organization whose D.C. chapter
hosts the ceremony for General Lee at the Capitol.) Similarly,
another wreath is placed at the Tomb of the Unknown (Union)
Soldier from the Civil War on Memorial Day. Together these two
wreaths represent the President's tribute on behalf of all \
Americans to all the war dead of the Civil War. :

This Nation has been blessed in the numbers of its sons and
daughters who lived, fought -- and often died -- for the ideals
which have made it great. History rightfully calls many of
them "patriots" and "heroes," and no one disputes that General



Lee ranks among the greatest of these Americans. Nevertheless,
just as it is impossible to honor them all, it would be

inappropriate to single out one, or several, for a unique
tribute not rendered to all.

Proliferation of any item connected with the Office of the
Presidency rapidly dilutes its purpose and special
significance. Hence, wreaths bearing the name "Presidential"
must be reserved exclusively for those occasions where such
usage is most meaningful to the entire nation.

Sincerely,

Cstard V. /7*1‘.”‘{'&’ %

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Webb Franklin
Hauea of Representatives
yton, DC 20515
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Mr. M. B. Oglesby
Assistant to the President
for Legisiative Affairs

The White House
Washingtop, D.C. 20500

Dear/ﬂﬁgzégfgggsz

Enclosed you will find a copy of correspondence pertaining
to the placing of a wreath on General Robert E. lee's grave.

Your attention and reply to this matter would be appre-
ciated.

Thank you for your continued assistance.
Sincerely,

;)
AL

AitsE FRANKLIN
Member of Congress

WF/jdk
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May 7, 1985

Mr. M. B. 0Oglesby
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House
Wast 20500

Dea:

Enclosed you will find a copy of
to the placing of a wreath on General

Your attention and reply to this
ciated.

124 CANNON
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-5876

DISTRICT OFFICES:

219 FEDERAI RUILDING
)ln 38930
out) 453-0126
228-A FEDERAL BUILDING
GREENVILLE, MS 38701
(601) 334-1437
334 FEDERA' 2 ULDING
CLARKSDALE 138614
(601) 624-4455
1720 CLAY STREET

SUITF 7
VICKSBURC 39180
(601) 650-u429

CALL TOLL-FREE Il iSISSIPPI
1-800-621-4873

correspondence pertaining
Robert E. lLee's grave.

matter would be appre-

Thank you for your continued assistance.

(LIN

Member of Congress

WF/jdk
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April 26, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Detroit,
representing over 300 religious, philanthropic, fraternal and

community relations organizations in this area, I would like to

convey to you the deep sense of outrage and disappointment our
community has expressed concerning your visit to the Bitburg military
cemetary. By now, it has become abundantly clear that you have no
intention of cancelling your visit to Bitburg. However, we must take
this opportunity to explain why this event has caused such a tidal wave
of criticism, from the Jewish community and others.

Your deep and sincere feelings about the Holocaust have long been a
matter of public record. 1In addition, Jews in America and Israel have
known and acknowledged with gratitude that they have a friend in Ronald
Reagan. However, your statement seeming to imply. that the members of
the Waffen SS buried at Bitburg could possibly have been "victims' of
the Holocaust in the same sense as those who perished in the concentra-
tion camps shocked the sensibilities of right-thinking Americans,
whether Jewish or Gentile, young or old, veterans or not.

We respect your wish to achieve a reconciliation with modern-day Germany.
In addition, we agree that the concept of '"collective guilt' is counter-
productive to cordial relations with a very important ally. However,

the choice of Bitburg as a symbolic site for that reconciliation was

a most umhappy one, as you must by now realize.

Throughout the course of your administration, your communication abilities
have made you one of the best-liked Presidents of this century. How sad
that you are not receptive to the heartfelt attempts of your fellow
Americans to communicate their feelings to you.

Sincerely,
7

Sy ae SR T s

(“"‘"“ o ) T
" David Lebenbom
President

DL:sk









-2NG ISLAND
BOARD OF
RABBIS

Rabbi Tobias Rothenberg, President Huntington Jewish Center ® 510 Park Avenue ® Huntington, NY 11743 @ (516)

April 25, 1985

President Ronald Regan
White House
Washington, D. C.

Mr. President:

The Long Island Board of Rabbis representing
the more than 600,000 Jewish people on Long Island
are deeply distressed by your proposal to visit the
Bitberg Cemetary in Germany where S.S. officers are
entombed.

Reconciliation after 40 years can be better
furthered by your visiting the grave of Konrad
Adenauer or other heroes of the reborn Democratic
Institution of the German state.

Knowing your abiding humanitarian concern and
respecting your heartfelt desires to fashion a bet-
ter world for all of us to live in, I urge upon you
to reconsider the visit to Bitberg.

Resiictfully you

(ol 7

Rabbi Tobias Rothenber
President

OFFICERS: Vice Presidents: Rabbi Lawrence Kotok, Glen Cove, N.Y., Rz;bbi Gabriel Maza, Deer Park, N.Y., Rabbi Esor Ben-
Sorek, Great Neck, N.Y. ® Treasurer: Rabbi Phillip Bentley, Jericho, N.Y. ®Recording Secretary: Rabbi Bennett M. Herman,
East Meadow, N.Y. @ Financial Secretary: Rabbi Israel Nobel, East Meadow, N.Y.

Board of Governors: Rabbi Gary Creditor, Rabbi Daniel Fogel, Rabbi Stewart Geller, Rabbi Bruce Ginsburg, Rabbi Morton
Green, Rabbi Paul Kushner, Rabbi Meyer Miller, Rabbi Barton Shallat, Rabbi Donald Weber, Rabbi Martin Edelman, Rabbi
Ezra Finkelstein, Rabbi Alvin M. Poplack, Rabbi Barry D. Schwartz, Rabbi Nathan Steinberg, Rabbi Theodore Steinberg.

Past Presidents: Ario S. Hyams, Melvin Kieffer, Bernard Kligfeld, Philip Krohn, Jutius Goldberg, Norman Kahan, Samuel Z.
Glaser, Louis Stein, Simon Resnikoff, Morton L. Gordon.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1985

Dear Judge Huttner:

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan of May 6, 1985.
It was a thoughtful reflection on a controversy that has seen
too much heat and not enought light. The discussion of the
Bitburg portion of the President's recent trip will no doubt
continue for many months and perhaps even years. I only hope
that those who choose to consider it at length do so in the
same spirit of understanding that so clearly marks your
letter.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

The Honorable Richard D. Huttner
Administrative Judge

Family Court, City of New York
Judges Chambers

60 Lafayette Street

New York, New York 10013

FFF:HH:ph 5/1°

cc: FFFieldinc
HHewitt
Subject
Chron.



May 15, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F¥. FIELDING
FROM: HUGH HEWITI

SUBJECT: Response to Letter from Judge Huttner
Family Court of New York City

Attached for your review and signature is a response to Judge
Huttner of New York City's Family Court who wrote the President
saluting his courage in visiting Bitburg cemetery.

Attachment









 UNCLASSIFIED

(CLASSIFICATION)
S/s # __
DATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM
FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House
REFERENCE :
TO: President Reagan FROM: Mr. S. And
DATE: April 24, 1985 SUBJECT: President'

to Germanvy

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: Mayv 15, 1985 NSC #

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded

A translation is attached

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below

Other

REMARKS :

&f Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

UNCTLASSIFIED
(CLASSIFICATION)







United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 23, 1985

Mr. S. Andrew Chen

National President

Organization of Chinese Americans
107 Mohawk Drive

Butler, Pennsylvania 16001

Dear Mr, Chen:

I am replying to your April 24 letter to President
Reagan regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of
Germany. .

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed
in the name of the German state before and during World War
11, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the
hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21 anniversary
of the liberation of that camp and again during his own
visit, "There can and should be no absclution.”

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we
must not reject opportunities for reconciliation. 1In this
spirit, he was asked by Chancellor Kochl, and accepted the
invitaticon, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has
faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past.
1t has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com-
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in
defense of freedom. The President’s trip to Bitburg in-
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses
members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces.

It is important to demonstrate, particularly to the
younger generation in Germany, that although we continue to
hold the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider
them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of
Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes.
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society
the German people have built. He considered this to be a
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and



heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

Robert M, Smalley
Acting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

MAY 15, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 303983

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 24, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: DR. S. ANDREW CHEN

NATIONAL PRESIDENT

ORGANIZATION OF CHINESE AMERICANS,
INC.

SUITE 926

2025 EYE STREET, NW

WASHINGTON DC 20006

SUBJECT: OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY
CEMETERY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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Kaswh Wyhe spht on vote :
) " Dispatch Wash/ngfon Bureau
. 4 WASHINGTON . — The Columbus area’s
' two Republican congressmen Tuesday split.
. . on a vote that called on President Reagan to
' reconsider his plans to visit. the Bltburg
_Cemetery in West Germany‘, S .
Rep, John 'R. Kasich, .R- Westerv111e
joined the majority of House members in
. approving, 390-26,-a _resolution opposing the ' s ,
- visit, Rep, Chalmers P; Wylie, R-Columbus, : .
-Rep. Clarence E,.Miller,.R-Lancaster, and - : ’
Rep. Thomas N. Kmdness R- Hamxlton op- :
posed the resolution.” - o : '
Three other Ohio Repubhcans Reps. Mxke S _ .
" DeWine of Cedarville, Delbert L. Latta. of ‘ :
Bowling . Green and Mlchael G Oxley of
Fmdlay voted “present T e el
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i)erman Society of 1

Founded in Philadelphie on Decembar 26, 1784 for the P
of Distressed Germans in Panm

611 Spring Garden Street, Philadelph

April 26, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

My dear Mr. President:
You are being subjected to unwarranted attacks because of your
belief in reconciliation between former enemies.

/Please remain firm in your resolve to visit the cemetery at
/Bitburg as stated in the enclosed. If statesmen would only lay

' wreaths at cemeteries where lie interred soldiers who have not
committed atrocities there would never be one wreath laid. To
appease the strident voices, who from ignorance or hatred, urge
you not to visit Bitburg would be an insult to a people who are
our strongest allies and who, by supporting us, expose themselves
to destruction from the East.

Respegtfully yours,

GJB:sab

Encl.

cc: Senator John Heinz
Senator Arlen Specter
Congressman Thomas Foglietta

NOW IN OUR THIRD CENTURY OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY, WE ARE THE OLDEST GERMAN SOCIETY IN AMERICA.

*Tbe objects of the Socicty are 1o assist meedy persons, to maintain a public library, to pursue educational
and literary work, and to comduct social actintres among its members®

WE SOLICIT YOUR SUPPORT BY GIFT OR BEQUEST
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MiIl SYNAR ’ WASHINGTON OFFICE:

20 DISTRICT, OKLAHOMA

2441 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHiNGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-2701

ENERGY AND COMMERCE

GOV

)
MO

JUDICIARY

DISTRICT OFFICE:
2B22 FEDERAL BuILDING
125 SOUTH MAIN STREET
MuskoGEE, OK 74401

NMENT OPERATIONS (918) 687-2533

COMMITTEE

UnN AGING

May 9, 1985

The President
White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

I am both saddened and outraged over news reports that
the Secret Service ordered that thirty-five French Jews and a
dozen others be forcibly removed from Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp before you arrived.

The inexpressible horror of the attempted slaughter of
an entire people stays with us as a stark, ghastly stain on our
history. We will not and cannot forget. Generations from now,
the towers and fences of Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Dachau and
others will hold the memory alive of the millions who died.

To evict a group of Jews from a concentration camp
memorial under the guise of security (I assume you do not
seriously contend they posed a threat to you) and, I suspect,
merely to preserve an uninterrupted smoothness to your visit,
mocks the need to preserve the memory of those who perished. It
also mocks the principles of freedom for which this Republic
stands and for which our troops fought who liberated Bergen-
Belsen forty years ago.

Member ot Congress









THE WHITE HOUSE
WA NGTON

May 13, 1985

Ann:

I think that the President
should see this. Can you
expedite this request?

Thanks.

Doug Holladay
ext. 6510/171 OEOB



THE RIGHT REVEREND C. BRINKLEY MORTON

o BISHOP
L EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO

RN 2728 SIXTH AVENUE

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92103

May 7, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
I wish to commend you upon visiting the cemetery at

Bitburg on your recent trip to Germany. Your pres-
ence there and the words you spoke will be recorded

in history as magnanimous gestures of reconciliation.

The Christian imperative to forgive and to be recon-
ciled with our neighbor surmounts whatever criticism
there may have been.

I write this as an infantry veteran of World War II,
a holder of the Purple Heart and other decorations,
and one who experienced the fierce resistance of
the German army. I have long ago made my peace with
that former enemy and with God, for I did my duty
as a soldier.

Your actions are assuredly reminiscent of the words
of President Lincoln, who spoke "of malice toward
none and with charity for all'".

Thank you for the inspiring leadership you give to
this Nation. Please know that I keep you in my
prayers.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

"t

The Rt. RevJ/ C. Brinkley Morton

Episcopal Bishop of San Diego





