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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Siegfried Reinke

President

German American National Congress
4700 North Western Avenue

Chicago IL 60625

Dear Mr. Reinke:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of World war II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Thomgs M.T. Niles
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 23, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 302748
MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED APRIL 16, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. SIEGFRIED REINKE
PRESIDENT

GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
4700 NORTH WESTERN AVENUE
CHICAGO 1IL 60625

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF DECISION TO VISIT
BITBURG MILITARY CEMETERY IN GERMANY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS MOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

‘May 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Weiss:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Ted Weiss
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 77515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB 8
cc:  Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.



President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

April 15, 1985

It has been announced by the White House press office t

during your upcoming trip to Germany to commemorate V-E Dajy

plan to lay a wreath at Bitberg, a German war cemetery. Thi

an earlier decision not to visit any of the Nazi war concer

© camps. I Jjoin numerous Jewish organizations and individual

! American veterans of World War II in exXpressing outrage ove
\ lack of sensitivity demonstrated by this combination of actions.

I do understand your argument that it would be opening old
. wounds to recall Nazi atrocities and to pay tribute to World War II
. survivors and victims. To the contrary, on this 40th anniversary of
| victory over Nazism, we are presented with an invaluable opportunity
to honor Allied efforts to end Hitler's evil and bring peace.
Equally invaluable is the opportunity to bring attention to the
lessons of history for the benefit of current and future generations

in Germany and elsewhere,

I urge you to rethink the decision. World War II in Europe was
waged against the evil of Adolph Hitler's nazism. The deliberate
murder in those camps of six million Jews and millions of other
nationalities whom the Nazis considered to be inferior was the

ugliest aspect of nazism.

Not to recall that by a Presidential

:visit to such a camp at the time of the commemoration of V-E Day
iwhile visiting a cemetery where German S.S. troops are buried is to
{desecrate the memory of those people killed by the Nazis as well as
those Americans and others who fought and died to defeat Nazi

Germany.

Sincerely,

),

TED WEISS
Member of Congress






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Ed:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President’s feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a wvisit .
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Edward F. Feighan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOS8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. ./
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April 16, 1985

The President
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am very concerned and disturbed by vour intention to place a wreath
at the German military cemetery at Bitburg during your European visit next
month. The ceremony is an affront to the memory of all those who died at
the hands of Hitler's legions and all those who sacrificed to ensure that
freedom would endure in Western Europe. It should be canceled immediately.

As you are aware, the power of symbolism is great indeed. Surely, it
is inappropriate for an American head of state, representing the people who
liberated Germany and Western Europe from the greatest horrors in the history
of humankind, to participate in a ceremony of remembrance for those who fought
to extend the terrors of Nazism during the Second World War.

I am aware that the public outcry against this ceremony has led your
staff to consider an additional ceremony during your trip, perhaps to a
German concentration camp, as a means of adding "balance" to your presence
at Bitburg. This is simply not enough. Nothing can justify your partici-
pation in a memorial ceremony for Nazi storm troops and infantrymen who
bear responsibility for the deaths of thousands of American and allied

troops and of countless civilian innocents.

Your stated goal of increasing "reconciliation" between the German
and American peoples is one I fully share. The placement of a wreath
at a military cemetery, however, undermines that goal considerably. The
American and German people have come together in the post-war years because
of our shared commitment to enduring values, the values of peace, and liberty,
and democracy. Since the defeat of Nazism in Europe, the people of West )
Germany and of West Berlin have dedicated and demonstrated their commitment
to those values. Rather than commemorate the deaths of those who opposed
those values, might it not be far more appropriate to commemorate the lives
of those who fought for freedom and for the progressive future for Cermany?
T am thinking, of course, of men such as Konrad Adenauer, where a gravesite
ceremony with your participation might have great benefit to the cause of
American and German reconciliation and trust.
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) Mr, President, I cannot over-emphasize my concern over your participation

[ in a ceremony to commemorate Nazi dead. The sacrifices made by so many during
the grim years of the Second World War deserve far better from an American
leader. Rather, we have every reason to consider our role in the liberation
of Europe with continued pride. The graves of voung Americans throughout the
continent bear testimony to the evils which American lives were committed to
halting. I would urge you to commemorate America's participation in the
conquering of Hitler, the ending of the Holocaust, and the freedom of Western
Europe rather than honor those who carried out some of the most unspeakable
horrors of all time.

Americans can be proud not only of our conduct during the 1940's, but
also for our efforts in the post-war era to bring about a revitalized
Germany under a free and democratic. government. Our efforts under the Marshall
Plan helped to forge a growing and vibrant economy there, and our work in
NATO has ensured that all the citizens of West Germany and West Berlin have
had a chance to live in peace and freedom. Your trip to Germany should not
be used to gloss over the past, or to rewrite history. Rather, it should
serve as a statement of our two contries' continuing efforts to secure the
peace and the freedom of Europe, remembering always, in the words of Goethe,
that the highest wisdom is the realization that "he only earns his freedom
and existence who daily conquers them anew."

With every best wish, I remain

Edward F. Fei
Member of Con

EFF/gijk






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Paul:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nagzism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
- his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOS8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.



April 16, 1985

M.B. Oglesby, Jr.

Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Oglesby:

Like many of my constituents, I am at a loss to ex-
plain the President's decision to visit the German ceme-
t3£xmggm5;;hg;g during his forthcoming trip to the Federal
“Republic of Germany, especially in light of his decision
to cancel a previously agreed-upon memorial visit to Dachau.
The two decisions, in my view, reflect not only an extra-
ordinary disrespect for deeply-held American feelings and
convictions but also a profound failure to comprehend the
historical and moral significance of the Second World War.

I can only hope that President Reagan himself will give
careful reconsideration to the plans for his trip to
Germany which have”

“C4lse&d” such dismay and even anguish to
Americans everywhere, and that the plans will be appro-
priately revised.

I would appreciate your comments on the guestion of
President Reagan's itinerary so that I can share them with
the many, many constituents who have called or written to
express concern about it.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

2R e

Paul S. Sarbanes
United States Senator

pPss/jdd
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WASHINGTON

June 25, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLANEfCﬁy
SURJECT: Letter from Former US Ambassador George Feldman
Issue

Your reply to former US Ambassador George Feldman.

Facts

George Feldman, former US Ambassador to Malta and Luxembourg in
the 1960's, has written praising your determination to go to
Bitburg. In his letter he equates your theme of reconciliation
with the moral courage of Abraham Lincoln.

Discussion

Feldman, who is Jewish, is highly complimentary, and I thought
you would want to send him a nice reply.

Recommendation
OK  No
C/{Eyk That you sign the attached letter to Feldman.
Attachments Prepared by:
Peter R. Sommer
Tab A Letter to Feldman

Tab B Letter from Feldman
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June 21, 1985
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE
FROM: NICHO SSAS / PE ER
SUBJECT Former Ambassador Feldman's Letter to the

President

George Feldman, former US Ambassador to Malta and Luxembourg in
the 1960's, wrote the President a flattering letter praising his
determination not to cancel his Bitburg visit.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Tab I self-explanatory memorandum to the
President.

" .
Approve Disapprove
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A President's reply

Tab B Incoming
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 26, 1985

Dear Ambassador Feldman:

Thank you for your gracious and eloquent words of
“5r my recent

As you correctly noted, I have never suggested
that we in any way forget the ghastly crimes
perpetrated against all humanity in the name of
Nazism. I did, however, think-it important to
demonstrate, particularly to the younger
generation in Germany, that we do not assign
individual guilt.
The people of the Federal Republic have stood
shoulder-to-shoulder with us in the defense of
-  freedom-in the post-war period. ~We are proud of -
; this new relationship, and_I am_confident that -
-history will show that my visit was the right
“thing to-do. -

Again, thank you very much for your kind letter.

Sincerely,

Loason (Supm

The Honorable George J.X%eldman
800 25th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

ZH H G 850627
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