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National Family Week 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The family is the basic unit of our society, the heart of our free democracy. It 
provides love, acceptance, guidance, support, and instruction to the individual. 
Community values and goals that give America strength also take root in the 
home. In times of change and challenge, families keep safe our cultural 
heritage and reinforce our spiritual foundation. 

As the mainstay of our national life, family life must be preserved. When a 
family needs external assistance to help it to perform its unique role, this 
assistance should not interfere with the family's fundamental responsibilities 
and prerogatives. Rather, aid should be supportive and purposeful in strength­
ening the family's stability, self-sufficiency and permanence. 

National Family Week is a time to be thankful for the family as a national 
heritage and resource. It is a time to recommit ourselves to the concept of the 
family-a concept that must withstand the trends of lifestyle and legislation. 
Let us pledge that our institutions and policies will be shaped to enhance an 
environment in which families can strengthen their ties and best exercise their 
beliefs, authority, and resourcefulness. And let us make our pledge mindful 
that we do so not only on behalf of individual family members, but for 
America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of 
America, in accordance with Senate Joint Resolution 4, do hereby proclaim the 
week beginning November 22, 1981, as National Family Week. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this week with appropriate activities in 
their homes and communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 


