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First, I want to come to something that dwarfs party politics -

indeed, to an issue that dwarfs every other issue of our time.

We have invented weapons powerful enough to destroy the whole

world. Others have created political systems evil enough to seek

to enslave the whole world. Every free nation must face that threat.
Every free nation must strain both to defend its freedom and to

ensure the peace of the world.

The first duty of a British Government is the defence of the
realm, and we shall discharge that duty.

Ever since the war the principal threat to our country's safety
has come from the Soviet bloc. Twenty-six years ago the Russians
marched into Hungary. Twenty-one years ago they built the Berlin
Wall. Fourteen years ago they reconquered Czechoslovakia. Three
years ago they entered Afghanistan. Two years ago they began to
suppress the first stirrings of freedom in Poland.

They knew the strengh of the human spirit. They knew that if freedom
were allowed to take root in Poland it would spread across Eastern
Europe and perhaps to the Soviet Union itself. They knew that the
beginning of freedom spelt the beginning of the end for Communism.

Yet despite these regular reminders of the ruthless actions of the
Kremlin there are still those who seem to believe that disarmament

by ourselves alone would so impress the Russians that they would

obligingly follow suit.

But peace, freedom and justice are only to be found where people
are prepared to defend them. This government will give the highest

priority to our national defence, both conventional and nuclear.

I want to see nuclear disarmament. I want to see conventional
disarmament as well. I remember the atomic bombs that devastated
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I remember, too, the bombs that devastated

Coventry and Dresden. The horrors of war are indivisible. We all
want peace, but not peace at any price. Peace with justice and

freedom.



We seek agreement with the Soviet Union on arms control. We
want to reduce the levels of both conventional and nuclear
forces. But those reductions must be mutual, they must be

balanced and they must be verifiable.

I understand the feelings of the unilateralists. I under-
stand the anxieties of partners with children growing up in
the nuclear age. But the fundamental question for all of

us is whether unilateral nuclear disarmament would make

a war less likely.

I have to tell you that it would not. It would make war more
likely. Aggressors attack because they think they are going
to win, and they are more likely to attack the weak than they
are to attack the strong.

The springs of war lie not in arms races, real or imaginary,
but in the readiness to use force or threaten force against
other nations. Remember what Bismarck said: "Do I want war?
Of course not. I want victory'". The causes of wars in the
past have not changed, as we know to our cost. But because
Russia and the West know that there can be no victory in
nuclear war, for 37 years we have kept the peace in Europe,

and that is no mean achievement.

That is why we need nuclear weapons, because having them makes

peace more secure.

A strong and united Western Alliance is a guarantee of our
peace and security. It is also a beacon of hope to the
oppressed people of the Soviet bloc. Britain is a reliable
ally, and will always remain so, reliable in NATO, reliable
beyond NATO, an ally and a friend to be trusted.
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10 WNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 19 October 1982

Yl L J\D ~,

Thank you very much for your letter about Don
Rumsfeld's visit to discuss the Law of the Sea
Convention. I sgall, of course, be delighted to

see him. Arrangements are being made through the

usual channels.
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The President of the United States of America
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