
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: 
COUNTRY FILE 

Folder: IRAN-IRAQ WAR (03/19/1984-04/16/1984) 
[TOO LATE TO FILE] 
Box: RAC Box 36 

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO 
FILE] 

FOIA 

F1718 

Box Number 

ID DocType 

27653 MEMO 

27654 TALKING 
POINTS 

27655 CABLE 

27656 CABLE 

27657MEMO 

27658 PAPER 

36 

Document Description 

DUR AND FORTIER TO MCFARLANE, RE 
MEETING 

FOR MCFARLANE 

151030Z MAR 84 

161551Z MAR 84 

REP APER ON IRAN-IRAQ WAR 

PAR 1/8/2008 NLRRF1718 

IRAN-IRAQ WAR 

PAR 1/8/2008 NLRRF1718 

Freedom of Information Act• [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

BATTLE 
39 

No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

1 3/19/1984 Bl 

4 ND Bl 

2 3/15/1984 Bl 

2 3/16/1984 Bl 

1 3/13/1984 B3 

5 ND Bl B3 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(B) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO 
FILE] 

FOIA 

F1718 

Box Number 

ID DocType 

27659 SUMMARY 

27660 PROFILE 
SHEET 

27661 MEMO 

27662 POINTS 

27663 PROFILE 
SHEET 

27664MEMO 

36 

Document Description 

REUK 

D 1/8/2008 

8490440 

NLRRF1718 

JACK N MERRITT TO DEPUTY 
ASISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

ATTACHMENT TO 27661 (PAGES 
MARKED AS 7-10) 

8490440 (SAME INFORMATION 27660, 
BUT DIFFERENT ACTION OFFICERS) 

POINDEXTER TO MURPHY, HOWE, 
ARMITAGE AND MOREAU 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

BATTLE 
39 

No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

2 10/19/1983 Bl 

B6 

1 4/5/1984 Bl 

1 4/10/1984 Bl 

4 ND Bl 

1 4/5/1984 Bl 

1 4/9/1984 B 1 

B3 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO 
FILE] 

FOIA 
F1718 

Box Number 

ID Doc Type 

27665 TALKING 
POINTS 

27666 MEMO 

27667 MEMO 

27668 TALKING 
POINTS 

27669MEMO 

27670 TALKING 
POINTS 

36 

Document Description 

ATTACHMENT FOR 27664 

DUR TO POINDEXTER, RE TALKING 
POINTS 

POINDEXTER TO MURPHY, HOWE, 
ARMITAGE, MOREAU 

ATTACHMENT TO 27667 (DIFFERENT 
TEXT THAN 27665) 

DUR TO POINDEXTER, RE TALKING 
POINTS 

PAGE8ONLY 

Freedom of Information Act• [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

BATTLE 
39 

No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

8 ND Bl 

1 4/9/1984 B 1 

1 4/6/1984 B 1 

8 ND Bl 

1 4/5/1984 Bl 

1 ND Bl 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO 
FILE] 

FOIA 
F1718 

Box Number 

ID DocType 

27671 MEMO 

27672MEMO 

36 

Document Description 

DUR TO MCFARLANE, RE FOLLOW-ON 
ACTIVITY 

CHARLES HILL TO MCFARLANE, RE 
FOLLOW-ON 

Freedom of Information Act• [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 

BATTLE 
39 

No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

1 4/25/1984 Bl 

1 4/16/1984 Bl 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



-
SYSTEM ., 

TO MCFARLANE 

KEYWORDS: IRAN 

AM 

II PROFILE 

FROM 

~:i:~~~t~E~t~f f r 
S~ET ID 8490357 

RECEIVED 19 MAR 84 19 

DUR DOCDATE 19 MAR 84 

FORTIER 19 MAR 84 

IRAQ LUCE, RICHARD N 

GREAT BRITAIN 

SUBJECT: TALKERS FOR LUCE MTG ON 20 MARCH 

ACTION: FOR DECISION 

COMMENTS 

FOR ACTION 

MCFARLANE 

DUE: 

---------------------------- : -
STATUS X FILG;I = 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 

LOG 8490339 NSCIFID 

OFFICER (S) ASSI~ED ACTION REQUIRED ,f n DUE CO~Sp 

--- CAr,,R a "-~t~-~----- -~-~--ACTION 

------ ··- -- ---- ------,--------- --- -------

-------·- -- ----- --------------- ---- -------
DISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE (C) 



~ '-------·~~-------------~~------------ ------~·~- ---~-,-·-· 

Bill Martin 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

Tom Shull 

I = Information 

National Security Council 
The.wfiffeHouse 

System# 

Pa·ck.Jge # 

8:; ~~f D 19 H,\1\ p 6: 3~ 
SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN 

l ~- . 
~ L 

4 ✓-

s RG.f\-1 Ht.S (· 

6 ,&r 

DISPOSITION 

A 

i2 

R=Retain D = Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other __________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: J l oD "l l 11 IN 
{Date/Time) 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 

Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO FILE] 

Box Number 

36 

FOIA 

F1718 
BATTLE 

39 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

27653 MEMO 

DUR AND FORTIER TO MCFARLANE, RE 
MEETING 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 3/19/1984 

8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



TA: 

A 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name . 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 

Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO FILE] 

Box Number 

36 

FOIA 

F1718 
BATTLE 

39 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric
pages 

27654 TALKING POINTS 

FOR MCFARLANE 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

4 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(B) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Bl 



TAB 

B 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 

Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO FILE] 

Box Number 

36 

FOIA 

F1718 
BATTLE 

39 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

27655 CABLE 2 3/15/1984 

151030Z MAR 84 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



I I 

TAB 

C 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 
Withdrawer 

LOJ 9/25/2006 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ WAR (3/19/1984-4/16/1984) [TOO LATE TO FILE] 

Box Number 

36 

FOIA 

Fl718 
BATTLE 

39 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

27656 CABLE 

161551ZMAR 84 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

2 3/16/1984 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



It 

TAB. 

D 



s¢RET 
Central lutelligencc Aet:ncy' 

O-ffit.-c oft~ Deputy Director for Jnlel_ti2eoce 

13 March 1984 

NOTE TO: Deputy Assistant to_the President for 
National Security Affairs 

Attached is an Interagency Intelligence 
Assessment'updating last Octobcrts Special 
National Intelligence Estimate on the ~ran-Iraq 
War. It also addresses the·vulnerability of 
Culf States to various types of Iranian action. 

It is my understanding that DOE will ad<l rt!SS 

the eo.ergy and economic implications of th~ 
various·scen~rios addressed in this.paper. 

Copies.of this paper are being provided 
sinultaneously to the other CPPG principals~ 

Deputy 

• 
Attachment:·· 

NIC M 84-10003, dtd 12MarS4 • 

' 
.. 

. . . 

. . r ;· 

:t ~p; .. 
f.a :!•· .. 
~ 11-: :: 
~~::,.I 
r:l,i'." . :.,~ a , .. 
~ •·:: :;! . 
!Ir.!'. 

!;._: t . 

• 
By 

. SYSTEM ·II 
90327 

• 

. -
,!' 



.. 
; 

t." ! 
t 
i~. ; .. ~ 
I 
; 
;- .. -
!-. ·, ' 
J;1;L 
1· . l r .• 
j 

SECRE 
/' 

INTERAGENCY INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT 
. 12 MArch 1984 

YSTEM II 
90,327 

_ . IRAff-IRAy WAR: 
Escalation Scenar1os and Threats to Pers1an Gulf States 

We believe the warnings aoout possible escalation of the Gulf war 
contained in SNIE 34/36-2-83 dated October 1983 remain v.i1id. The SNIE 
predicted a series of intennediate escalatory steps hy Jr,ltl to increase 
military pressure on Iran, possibly ·culm'inatiny in Ir,1cti .:itt,3cb on Iran's 
Kha.rk Island oil tenninal or associated tanker traffic:. and lrdnian 
retaliation- again~t oil ex.ports from Arab Gulf states. We bcl1eve Iraq 
already has passed through many of the. intermediate Wdrniny steps outlined 
in the SNIE. . 

The risk of a serious Iraq1 effort against tankers or Khark Island 
wi 11 increase 1f, as expected, Iran 1 aunches 1 ts next major offensive, 
probably within a oonth •. A serious Iraqi effort against Khark is . 
particularly likely if the battle goes badly for Baghdad. On paper• Iraq 
has the capability to shut down Khark Island through-direct military attc1ck 
or attack on tankers ca 11 i ng at J<hark. Iraqi wi 11 i ngness to risk heavy 
1osses fn such efforts is the question. :.:: '_< .·" , :, 

As we noted in the October SNIE,. the result of lrdq'~ initi.11 attacks 
on Iranian oil exports from Khark is not likely to be clear cul. Should 
sporadic or limite-d Iraqi attacks cause only a modest interruption in 
Iranian 011 export we believe Iran would choose options at the lower end of 
the escalatory scale • 

. This_ Interagency Intelligence Assessment was requc•,ted ·by the Ndtional 
Security Council Staff. It was prepared under the au~pices of the National 
Intelligence Officer for Near East and South Asia. The Assessment was 
coordinated at the workfng level with the Central lnt,~lligenc.e Agency> the 
Defense tnte 11 i gence Agency, the Nat ion a 1 Security A91~ncy, the flepartment 
of State, and the intelligence services of the U.S. Army ,rnd Hdrine 
Corps. Information available as of 12 March 1984 was U!.ed i11 prt!parali.on 
of 'thjs Assessment. · 

NIC H 84-10003 



At a minimum, we believe th-e Irani ans wi 11 employ psychological 
warfare through the use of Iranian inspired and supported Shia terrorism 
directed at Iraq's Gulf supporters as well as US personnel and facilities· 
in the region and beyond. · 

.. Iran might also execute some of the lower· ri~k options -if its new 
offensive is defeated by lraq. · 

Lower Risk Options 

As discussed in the SNIE, Iran has numerou~ option~ for retaliation 
but we believe t~e Iranians would first try to '=hoose opt0n!. which Tehran 
felt would not provide a pretext for Western military intervention. We 
continue to believe that trying to _shut down the Strait ·would be Iran's 
last step in escalating the war. We believe lower-risk option~ include: 

·, 

-- overflight of off-shore Arab Gulf oil facililie~ dnd tennindlS 
or shipping bound for them by I ran 1 an corn!Jdl a in:r·df l. 

·~:--~· :: "!' .----:-_ ,-. 

-- randcxu detention and search of bulk shippinq earner!:. bound for 
Arab Gulf ports for contraband 

- further air raids against targets in Kuwait. 
. ..- . . 

.-- attacks against Iraq's remainin~-oil ~xporting-tacilities~ 
including the Iraq-Turkey pipe11ne~ -· -' · 

. · .. __ .· ... ·.,.. 
: -;..-- .. -

. Should Iraq inflict serious damage on Khark--tfarougt{ wl1.ich 90 perc~nt . 
of Ira.n's o i 1 is exported--or cut -off tanker lrilff ic_ to Khdt·k for d 

prolonged period, we believe Iran wou1d react _more sharplJ. 

More Serious Steps 

Tehran-probably recognizes that its other two e-;calatory opt1ons would 
carry a significant risk of confront at ion with lhe us. They are: 

-- military actions against Saudi Arabia or lhc Aroh states of the 
lower Gulf. This would include naval air or _cOU1nando attacks 
against off-shore or on-shore Arab Gulf oil fadlitics, 
desalination plants, or other e~onomic targets. 

-- disruption of Gulf oi 1 shipping. This cci1J 1'1 r,m~w from a 
declaration that the Strait had been c.losc<..I ur rniru~d--a bluff 
that initially probably would be respecte<I·- t.,y moc;l shipping--to a 
direct air and naval action~ including mirliny, to force the 
closure of the Strait to conmercial traffiL. ll would entail 
continued attacks ·against tankers in the Gulf even if the Strait 
wps cleared. 

I 

'l:""1 
~~. 

' . 



We believe these scenarios would occur rouyhly _i_n the order stated. 
we ca.nnot~ however, rule out simultaneous ·use of srn~e actions_. Terrorism 
could be expected to form a-backdrop to any of the above. 
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Impact of the Escalation Scenarios on Oil 

The potential for oil price increases would be l imi te<l so lon!J .is 
Saudi Ara.bia_ can use its oil producing capacity to continue supporting the 
currenf oil price. It would take the unlH:ely Pvent of major disruption to 
Saudi oil exports to substantially change this· picture. Two typ<~s of 
Iranian actions could reduce Gulf oit exports to the point that free world 
oil s.upplies would be significantly disrupted~ These circumstances are: 

• I 

-- Sustained and successful Iranian attacks against· tanker. traffic 
in the ~traits and the Gulf. 
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