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R SR S/S 832049
e e NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
@pﬂ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
SECRET July 22, 1983
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary
Department of State
SUBJECT: Recommended USG Posture on the Emigration of the

Pentecostal Families

We have reviewed and concur in the recommendations and press

guidance provided by the Department of State in its memorandum
dated July 20.

it (e

Robert M. 'Kimmitt
Executive Secretary

§SCR§g )
D assi yfgh&\_gégg
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PRESS GUIDANCE JULY 18, 1983

Emigration of the Chmykhalov Family from the USSR

Do you have any comment on the emigration of the Chmykhalov
family from the USSR?

Yes. We are very pleased that the family has achieved its
long~sought goal of emigration. &As you know, with the
emigration of this family and the Vashchenko family, which
departed the Soviet Union approximately three weeks earlier,
the last of the Pentecostals who were in refuge in our Embassy
in Moscow has left the USSR. Many individuals, both within the
United States Government and outside it, worked for many years
so that the families might obtain exXit permission. I am sure I
speak for all those supporters when I wish the families every

success as they begin their new lives in the West.

Where will the Chmykhalovs [or Vashchenkos] ultimately settle?

You will have to ask them that guestion.

Could they settle in the U.5.2
That would be determined by the appropriate USG agencies upon

review of the families' applications.



What can you tell us about rumors that the Embassy Pentecostals
were granted permission to emigrate largely as a result of the
President's request to Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin on their
behalf?

The Soviets have been well aware throughout of the strong
interest and concern of many Americans and of the U.S.
Government, from the President on down, in this case. But I
will not be commenting on or describing our diplomatic
communications with the Soviets on this or other similar

cases. We have made a practice of not commenting publicly on

those efforts, and without leading you one way or another on

any specific cases, will not do so now.
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Eﬁigration of the Chmykhalov Family from the USSR

Do you have any comment on the emigration of the Chmykhalov
family from the USSR?

Yes. We are very pleased that the family has achieved its
long-sought goal of emigration. Ag you know, with the
emigration of this family and the Vvashchenko family, which
departed the Soviet Union approximately three weeks earlier,
the last of the Pentecostals who were in refuge in our Embassy
in Moscow has left the USSR. Many individuals, both within the
United States Government and outside it, worked for many years
so that the families might obtain exit permission. I am sure I
speak for all those supporters when I wish the families every

success as they begin their new lives in the West.

Where will the Chmykhalovs [or Vashchenkos] ultimately settle?

You will have to ask them that question.

Could they settle in the U.S.?
That would be determined by the appropriate USG agencies upon

review of the families' applications.



What can you tell us about rumors that the Embassy Pentecostals
were granted.permission to emigrate largely as a result of the

President's request to Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin on their
behalf?

The Soviets have been well aware throughout of the strong
interest and concern of many Americans and of the U.S.
Government, from the President on down, in this case. But I
will not be commenting on or describing our diplomatic
communications with the Soviets on this or other similar
cases. We have made a practice of not commenting publicly on
those efforts, and without leading you one way or another on

any specific cases, will not 4o so0 now.
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