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Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE 

File Folder USSR - COSMOS 1402 (JANUARY 1983-FEBRUARY 1983) 
(1) 

Withdrawer 

KDB 12/11/2015 

FOIA 

F03-002/5 

SKINNER Box Number 

ID Doc 
Type 

23 

Document Description No of 
Pages 

300 

Doc Date Restrictions 

171222 REPORTS RE COSMOS 1402 

PAR 11/18/2013 

2 1/7/1983 Bl 

CREST NLR-748-23-37-1-1 

171223 REPORT RE COSMOS 1402 

171224 CABLE 101543Z JAN 83 

171225 REPORT RE COSMOS 1402 

171226 CABLE 102037Z JAN 83 

171227 REPORTS RE COSMOS 1402 (EXCERPTS) 

171228 CABLE 11020oz JAN 83 (INCL. COVER SHEET) 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 
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Freedom of Information Act • [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 
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B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [{b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [{b){3) of the FOIAJ 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [{b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b){6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [{b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b){9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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R 4/8/2013 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

4 1/17/1983 Bl 

CREST NLR-748-23-37-23-7 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 
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RE COSMOS 1402 

: ... • .. • . 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
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171224 CABLE 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 

pages 

1 1/10/1983 

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
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300 
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171225 REPORT 1 

RE COSMOS 1402 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(B) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA) 

pages 

1 1/10/1983 

8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA) 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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171227 REPORTS 2 1/11/1983 

RE COSMOS 1402 (EXCERPTS) 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA) 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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Box Number 

23 
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F03-002/5 
SKINNER 

300 
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Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
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171228 CABLE 3 1/11/1983 

11020oz JAN 83 (INCL. COVER SHEET) 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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23 
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SKINNER 

300 
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Document Description 
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171229 REPORTS 6 1/11/1983 

RE COSMOS 1402 (INCL. COVER SHEET) 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
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B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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pages 

1 1/12/1983 

8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
8-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
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B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
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B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
8-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
8-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
8-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8 -1 National security classified information [{b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [{b){2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [{b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b){4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b){6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [{b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [{b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [{b){9) of the FOIA] 
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ED, HOWCV[ft,SO Wt AS,(D THAT INFORMATION BE REVIEW£» ANP · 

, fURTH[R DETAILS BE PROYI»E»• IN REPLY TO SOVIET REQUEST. -
-~

1
wt AGft(CD TO CONTINUE TO CONSULT ■ THEY AS~£» FOR INfORMA­

. TlOH Wt ~tVtLOP ON SAT£LLIT(, WHICH WE PLAN TO PROVIDE• · 

_·_ :. ~12- . COMMENT: IN COMPA"ISON. 
0

WITH PR(VlOUS cosno~·-\Nc.I-~(N; 't 
. wt Aft( InP"(SS(b BY TH[ AMOUNT Of INFOR"ATION SOVIETS HAY[ · 
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. . . ~. FOft USNATO AND TOKYO: YOU SHOULI BRI(f ·ALLI£S ON OUR 
[ XCHANG[ WITH SOY IC TS, »RAliJING ON . "Cf TEL <BEING_ ~EPEAT(D} ·::._ . . 
AND THIS MESSA Gt. , ....• 

s: TEXT Of SOYitT KtPLY fOLLOWS: 

AS HAS BEEN ft£PO~Tt» BY. TASS ON JANUAftY 7, ·l~!3, THE 
:, SOVI[T SATtlJ.ITt COSMOS 1~02 WITH A NUCL£Aft POWER PLANT ON 

v BOA~b, ON COMPLtTING ITS MISSION, HAS C(ASED, ON COMMAND -
fROn TH[ [AftTH, ACTIVE [XISTENC( ON D(C£MB£R 24, 1,a2. 1 
IN ACCORDANCE -WITH THE Rt,UtAR INT(RNATIONAL RECOMMENDA- r~. 
TIONS TH[ SlT£LLIT( WAS £QUIPPE» WITH A SYSTEM MAKING IT 
POSSIBLE TO PUT ITS POWER PLANT INTO A BU~IAL ORBIT AND 

.. A BACK-UP SYST[M TO S(PA~ATE THE ACTIVE ftEACTOK CORE fOR 
ITS SUBSCOUCNT COMBUSTION IN THE DENS£ LAYERS Of TH£ AT• 
,,OSPHt"E• 

. THC POWEft PLANT, HOWEVER, fAILE» TO MOVE INTO A BURIAL : 
ORBIT. ACCORPING TO THE fLIGHT PROGRAM~ TH£ BACK-UP 
SAFCTV SVST£M FRACTU"[~ THE SATELLITE INTO THREE PIECES, . . ·:;---_·-: .• \\ ~ 
ON( Of WHICH BURNT UP ON DECEMBER 30, l~&2 ON ENTRY. INTO · · 
THC DtNS£ LAYERS Of TH( AT"OSPHER[. THE -TWO REMAINING ~ 
Pl[CtS AR( THE BASIC 'PART OF TH£ SATCLLITC'S STRUCTURE AND 
THE ACTIVE CORE Of THE R(ACTOR StPARATt» ·THtREFRon. 

. . - ACCORDlNC. TO PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES TH£ BASIC PART Of 
TH[ SATELLITE STRUCTURE WILL tNTtR THt ~ENS[ LAYERS Of THE. 
ATMOSPHERE IN LAT[ JANUARY, TH[ ACTlVt CORE REACTOR WILL 
DO SO IN MI» fEBRUARY. 

. TH£ POWE ft PLANT Of THt SATELLITE INCLUDES A SMALL ... . _ .. 
NUCL[A" -- "[ACTOR Of THt USUAL - ,vPr, WHOSE ACTIVE (OR£ IS 
AN ASS[MBLY OF U~ANIUM-BAStD -HEAT-GENtRATING ELEMENTS 
(N"ICHtD WITH UftANIUM-23S. P~IOR TO TH£ fRAGM(NTATION 
Of THC SATELLITE COSt'IOS 1~02, THE REACTOR WAS TURNED Off 
ON COMMAND FRO" TH( EARTH, AT THE PRESENT TIM£ THE 
RA~IOACTIYE Dt(AY Of FISSION FUEL P~ODUCTS HAS CHARACTER­
ISTICI USUAL fO~ H[AT-GtN[RATIN, ELEMENTS REMOVED fROM 
AN INOPt~ATIVt REACTOR. ON BURNING IN THE »ENS£ LAYERS 
or TH[ ATnOSPHEft£ THE ACTIVE CO~( Of TH£ REACTOR DISIN-
-lCG"ATCS . IN.lo St'IALL DISPERSION l>[BRIS, WHICH IN CASE: Of A 
FALLOUT -WILL PRO~UC£ A RADIOACTIVE SITUATION WITHIN TH( 
LIMITS ~[COMMEND£» BY TH( INTERNATIONAL RADIOLOGICAL 
SAFCTY co"nISSION. 

THt BASIC STRUCTU"AL "ATERIAL Of THE SATELLITE IS 
STAINLESS STEEL- THERE ARE ELEMENTS CONTAINING BERYLLIUM. 
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,. If ANY [l[M(NTS Of THE SATELLITE SU"VIVE AfT(R HAVING · 
~~ 8£[N SUBJ[CTEJ> TO A[RO»YNAMIC »RAG ~HE· LEVEL Of OUTSIDE . ~ 
"' ft Al) IATION PRODUCED BY THEM .. . \&IITHOUT PROLONG( I> DIRE CT CON- · . , . _.-._~.'>>· 
.· TACT, WILL P"ESENT NO HAZARD TO P(OPl,.E OR THE ENVIRONMENT.• :,,_~;-:_: .. ·.:"'ri. 

· .. ALSO .. 8ECAUS[ OF THE I ft LOW CAPACITY TO BE DISSOLVED ... THEIR 
. ::.. CNT"Y INTO P'OOI .CHAINS IS PRACTICALLY RULE~ OUT. _____ --~· .. , .. .,. . ... ::· .~_. . _(·: .. -()'·; 

' . . ~· . . . ~- ~- . ., . 
' • • •• ,J' • ,1"i• . , • • 

·: fOR It& HOU"S fOLLOWING TH£ SEPARATION Of - TH£ .. : ·. :··.,·,.,<-,: .. . 
SATELLIT[ INTO PIECES RAJ>IO COMMUNIC4TION WAS MAlNTAINtD ·· .. :' <·.; .: _ .. ,:·:~\- .. .. :\. 
WITH THE BASIC PA"T Of' ITS STRUCTURE, WHEREBY IT. 'WAS J';i{-_ :·., <. ::· -~·- ___ ,_-:._<-_. . .. 

• • ..... 0 ~M • •· . 0 ~ •{ • -• - • CONf l"M[D--f'I"ST, THAT TH£ · ~[ACTOR WAS ACTUALLY TURNED · · -~ ,: < -=--~ . , ·,:~,- , ,,•.-; .. 
Off', SEC ON&, . THAT THE A CTI Vt CO ft[ llJAS SEPARATED. FURTHER .·:-_ .. ~> ,·,· ··: .' __ ; ~ .. . '.: 
RADIO CONTACTS WITH THE SATCLLIT(' S PIECES ARE NOT CON- · .{,::'/·: . -··-·-: :_-,);:. 
TtnPLATE» • . · AT THt PRESENT TIME THESE PIECES ARC BEING .'.;·:;,;· . . ',. ·. ·_·_,'.· .. :~;:~­
MONITOft[P TO f OR(CAST THE MOST PROBABLE TIM( AND · AREAS Of' · !.n \-.'i'.t-.:. : ?t .. , 
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SUBJECT: REENTRY 

OADR 
UR, US 
OF SOVIET SATELLITE COSMOS 1402 

1. (~I PRAVDA JANUAR Y 16 P ROV I OED THE FIRST NE W SOVIET 
INFOR~ATION ON THE REENTRY OF THE SOVIET SATELLITE COSMOS 
1402 SINCE THE PERFUNCTORY 7 JANUARY TASS RELEASE WHICH 
STATED EVERYTHING WAS UNDER CONTROL. BILLED AS "COSMOS 
1402: OUR COMMENTARY," THE 750-WORD INTERVIEW WITH 

_A CADEMICIAN OLEG M. E;! YELOTSYER KOVSKIY, DIRECTOR OF THE 
MOSCOW PHYSICO-TECHNICAL INSTITUTE, AND LEADING 
AUTHORITY IN THE FIELD OF COMPUTATIONAL AEROD YNAMICS, 
SOUGHT TO ALLAY CONCERNS BY ASSURING READERS THAT 
ALL WAS BEING DONE IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL 

- SAFEGUARDS, AND IMPLY..J:NG THAT THE SOVIETS WEREN'T DOING 
ANYTHING DIFFERENT THAN THE U. S. WAS DOING. BYELOT­
SYERKOVSKIY STATED THAT "SPECIAL TECHNICAL MEASURES" 
HAD BEEN DEVELOPED (PRESUMABLY SINCE COSMOS 954) TO ENHANCE 
THE DISPERSION OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS FROM THE 

-CitttftM NT I Al 
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NUCLEAR REACTOR, AND PROVIDED THE SOVIETS' FIRST 
TIMETABLE ON THE COSMOS 1402 REENTRY. THE INTERVIEW 
WITH BYELOTSYERKOVSKIY HAD BEEN BROADCAST ON SOVIET 
NATIONAL TELEVISION 15 JANUARY ON " VREMYA," THE EVENING 
NEWS , AND HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF A TASS RELEASE THAT 
SAME EVE NI NG. 

2. (U) DISCUSSING THE TIMING OF COSMOS 1402 EVENTS, 
BYELOTSYERKOVSKIY SAID: " ON 28 DECEMBER 1982 , EQUIPPED 
WITH A SAFETY SYSTEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS, COSMOS 1402 COMPLETED ITS WORK 
PROGRAM AND, ON A COMMAND FROM EARTH, ENDED ITS ACTIVE 
EXISTENCE . A COMMAND FROM EARTH ACTIVATED A SYSTEM 
WHICH SHUT OFF THE REACTOR AND SPLIT THE SATELLITE 
INTO THREE FRAGMENTS, ONE OF WHICH BURNED UP ON 
30 DECEMBER UPON REENTRY INTO THE DENSE LAYERS OF 
THE ATMOSPHERE . THE TWO REMAINING FRAGMENTS COMPRISE 
THE MAIN PART OF THE SATELLITE STRUCTURE AND THE FUEL 
CORE ("AKTIVNAYA ZONA") OF THE REACTOR SEPARATED 
FROM THE SATELLITE STRUCTURE. ACCORDING TO PRELIMINARY 
CALCUATIONS, THE MAIN PART OF THE SATELLITE STRUCTURE 
WILL REENTER THE DENSE LAYERS OF THE ATMOSPHERE 
IN THE LAST DAYS OF JANUARY, AND THE FUEL CORE IN 
MID-FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR. THE EXTRACTION OF THE FUEL 
CORE WITH RADIOACTIVE PRODUCTS FROM THE REACTOR 
GUARANTEE THAT IT WILL BURN UP IN THE DENSE LAYERS 
OF THE ATMOSPHERE, AND THAT THE DISPERSAL OF THESE 
MATERIALS INTO FINELY-DISPERSED PARTICLES 
("MYELKODISPYERSNIYE CHASTITSI"l WHICH, IN THE EVENT 

THEY WERE TO FALLOUT, WOULD BE WITHIN THE LIMITS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
RADIOLOGICAL PROTECTION." 

3. (U) IN A FINAL PARAGRAPH (IN THE PRAVDA PIECE , BUT 
OMITTED .FROM THE TASS RELEASE), BYELDTSYERKOVSKIY 
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STATES THAT "IN THE UNITED STATES, RADIOACTIVE ISO­
TOPES HAVE BEEN THE PREFERRED APPLICATION FOR SPACE 
APPARATI, ALTHOUGH IN 1965 THE U. 5 . LAUNCHED A 
SATELLITE INTO SPACE WHICH HAD A NUCLEAR .REACTOR." 
HE THEN DESCRIBES HOW RADIOISOTOPES DERIVED FROM 
PLUTONIUM-238 ARE USED AS A SOURCE OF ENERGY, 
AND CONCLUDES : "SEVERAL SPACE APPARATI WITH RADIO­
ISOTOPE GENERATORS WHICH WERE MADE IN THE USA ARE 
CURRENTLY · OPERATING IN SPACE." 

4. ~l\ COMMENT: TO DATE, THE SOVIETS HAVE PROVIDED 
NO DEFINITE INFORMATION ON COSMOS 1402, EITHER THROUGH 
GOVERNMENTAL OR ACADEMIC CHANNELS, EITHER TO EMBASSY 
MOSCOW OR, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, TO ANY OF THE OTHER 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS HERE, DESPITE REPEATED REQUESTS. 
THE BYELOTSYERKOVSKIY INTERVIEW - SPARSE AS IT WAS ON 
HARD DATA - CLEARLY WAS DESIGNED BOTH TO RESPOND TO 
MOUNTING INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE AND TO PREPARE SOVIET 
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CITIZENS FOR ANTICIPATED NEGATIVE INTERNATIONAL 
REACTIONS BY ASSURING THEM THEIR GOVERNMENT WAS 
FOLLOWING INTERNATIONAL SAFEGUARDS TO THE LETTER, AND 
NOT DOING ANYTHING OUT DF THE ORDINARY. THE NEW 
INFORMATION PROVIDED CONSISTS OF AN ADMISSION THAT 
AT LEAST FINE PARTICLES OF THE REACTOR MAY FALL TO 
EARTH , AN APPARENT CLAIM THAT IT HAS BEEN REDESIGNED 
TO MINIMIZE THE DANGER OF FALLOUT, AND A PREDICTION 
THAT THE REENTRY OF THE FUEL CORE WILL BE IN MID­
FEBRUARY. 
HARTMAN 
BT 


