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MEMORANDUM 

INFO 

MEMO 

FROM: 
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SUBJECT: 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

DECLASSIFIED 

NLRR--7'1'~--z.a.21--t"' b 

BY tog NARA DATE I ijqf,~ 
WILLIAM P. CLARK 

PAULA DOBRIANSKY R') 

December 22, 1982 

Attempted Assassination of the Pope: Unofficial 
Soviet Paper 

At Tab I is the text of an intemperately-worded "unofficial" 
paper delivered by Soviet Embassy Charge Bessmertnykh to Under 
Secretary of State Eagleburger. The demarche disclaims any 
Soviet or Bulgarian responsibility in the attempted assassination 
of the Pope, alleges that the U.S. is waging a "slanderous 
campaign" against the Soviet Union and Bulgaria, and further 
accuses the U.S. Qf libeling ·soviet leaders. The paper reflects 
a strong reaction to Western speculations that Andropov, as 
former head of the KGB, must have been intimately involved in 
the attempted assassination. It concludes with usual Soviet 
rhetoric by saying that unless this campaign of vilification 
against soviet and Bulgarian leadership ceases, the Soviets 
will feel "free to act accordingly" -- whatever this means. 

Under Secretary Eagleburger has already rejected the protest 
and its allegations as entirely false. In fact, he noted that 
U.S. official comment on this issue has been restrained. Lastly, 
the Under Secretary mentioned that the offensive tone and content 
of the paper could affect U.S. views of the new Soviet leadership's 
attitudes on our bilateral relations. 

I d9 . .!19,~?,lieve that any further action on our part is warranted. 
De~tJ~air and AlQ~ concur. 

Attachment: 

Tab I State's memorandum of December 20, forwarding 
Soviet "Unofficial" paper 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

S/ S 8238945 

SYSTEM 
91055 

8? nr-r20 
December 20, 1982 •· 

P 10 : 5 8 

P. CLARK 

Subject: Assassination of the Pope: Unofficial 
Soviet Paper 

Soviet Embassy Charge Bessmertnykh delivered the 
attached "unofficial" paper to Undersecretary Eagleburger 
this afternoon. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 



(=a V'- ~ qf. ~ ~w-~ lo 
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Unofficial translation 

SYSTEM II 
91055 /"l\()f, 

An unbridled slanderous campaign is being conducted in the 

against Bulgaria and the Soviet Union alleging their 

in the assassination attempt on Pope John-Paul II in 

1981. 

All this malicious campaign, as is alsoopenly admitted in the 

erican press, is being carried out with the knowledge and 

e couragement of the US official bodies. It is being directed and 

the American special services . 

We reject in a most categorical way this provocative ploy 

a.ril.d the attempts to use a blatant lie in order to cast aspersion 

o the Soviet Union and other socialist countries . 

The very suggestion alleging a possible existence in the 

anything 

t \ do with terrorist acts, is fundamentally absurd. It runs counter 

to the policy and ideology of our society. 

The government of the United States of America, undoubtedly, 

ows that neither Bulgaria, nor the Soviet Union are involved in 

e actions which some people seek to ascribe to them. No one is 

possession of any facts at all with regard to this matter, if 

o~e is to speak of nothing but facts and not of the conconctions 

be~ng fabricated. As to facts, they are simply not in existence. 

if, nevertheless, heinous allegations regarding the Soviet 

Un'on are continuing, it can be viewed in no other way, but as a 

de iberate line aimed at exacerbating an atmosphere of animocity 



. ' 

i the relationship between our countries . The Soviet side , of 

c urse , will draw appropriate conclusions therefrom. 

1-
2 . 

Absolutely inadmissable are offensive personal invectives 

l owed in the USA lately regarding the Soviet leadership . It is 

rfectly clear thatihis constitutes a gross contradiction of both 

e requirements of elementary ethics and the commonly accepted 

nrr ms of intercourse among states maintaining diplomatic relations 

with one anothera 

The Soviet side lodges a resolute protest with the US 

g I vernment in this reguard and indignantly declines the insinuations 

o that sort. 

It is well known that , on our part , we , so far , have been 

e ercising restraint in this respect . However , it should be clear 

tjat there must be a limit to everything. If , on the US part , no 

e fective measures are taken to cease invectives regarding the 

S viet leadership, we will consider ourselves free to act according]y. 
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DEPT PASS USNMR SHA] E, use I NC EUR VA IHI NGEN 
E. O. 11356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: MNUC, PEPR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET REl CTION TO SCHMIDT'S PROPOSAL 
- FOR UNOFFICIAL TALKS 

1. (~UMMARY: PONOMAREV ANO ARBATOV HAVE 
INFdRMAllY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN A PROPOSAL 
BY HELMUT SCHMIDT TH.AT SOVIET, U.S., ANO EUROPEAN 
PUBLIC FIGURES MEET NEXT YEAR AT A RETREAT FOR 

MESSAGE !CONTINUED): 

UNOFFICIAL TALKS ON EAST-WEST ISSUES. \IE THINK THE 
SOVIETS \/ILL SUPPORT SCHMIDT'S PROPOSAL IF IT 
GA I NS MOMENTUM. ENO SUMMARY . 

_,,,,. . 

2. )Bl ON DECEMBER / 8 JOHN EDWARDS, LONGTIME 
DEFENSE POLI CY ADV I spR TO DAV ID OWEN AND A 
COAUTHOR OF THE PAL Mt COMM ISS ION REPOR T, BR IEFED 
ENBOFF ON SOVIET REAtTIONS TO SCHMIDT' S PROPOSAL. 
AT LUNCH Ill BONN TYO \IEEKS AGO SCHMIDT ASKED 

EDWARDS TO SOUND OUT SOVIET, U. S., ANO EUR OPEAN 
LEADERS ON THE IDE A. SCHMIDT EN VI SIONS THA T 
EASTERN PARTIC I PANTS WOULD INCLUDE SOV IET OFF ICI ALS 
ANO CERTAIN KEY EAST EUROPEANS, SUCH AS THE 
GDR ' S GUENTER MITTAG \/HOM SCHM IDT THINKS MAY 

• SU CCEED HONECKER. W~STERN PAR TICIPANTS MI GHT INCLUDE 
LEADERS NOii OUT OF POl.'E R OR PARLI AMENTARI ANS. 

3 . ..,-la!' EO\IARDS SUBSEQUENTLY FLEW TO \IASH I NGTON 
TO ASK SENATORS LAXALT ANO JACKSON ANO FORMER 
SECRETARY KISSINGER IF THEY WOULD PARTICIPATE . 
LAXALT SAID HE \IAS TOO BUSY, BUT EDI/ARDS THINKS 
KISSIN11H I/ILL AGREE. ON DECEMBER 16-17 EDWARDS 
BROACHED THE IDEA IN MOSCO~ HE MET \IITH CANDIDATE 
POLITBURO MEMBER ANO CPSU CC INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT 
CHJEF BORIS PONOMAREV AND USA INSTITUTE DIRECTOR 
GEORG I Y ARBATOV. BOTH I NF OR MALLY EXPRESSED INTEREST 
IN THE IDEA. PONOMAREV SAID "OTHERS" WOULD 
ULTIMATELY HAVE TO DECIDE FOR THE USSR. EDWARDS IS 
TO CHECK BACK 111TH MOSCOW IN JANUARY. 

4. ~EDWARDS HAS ALSO O I SCUSSED SCHMIDT'S I DEA 
.irn( AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR KREISKY, \IHO IS REPORTEDLY 
KEEN ON IT. EDI/ARDS PLANS THIS WEEK TO APPROACH THE 
FRENCH MINISTER OF INDUSTRY. EDWARDS SAYS SCHMIDT 
IS UNENTHUSIASTIC AB OUT INVOLVING O\IEN BECAUSE OF 
THEIR STRAINED PERSONAL RELATIONS. 

5. JQ('coMMENT: WE THINK THE SOVIETS \/ILL SUPPORT 
SCHMIDT'S PROPOSAL IF IT GAINS MOMENTUM, CONSISTENT 
111TH THEIR TENDENCY TO BACK ANY CONTACTS WI TH 
WESTERN LEADERS \IHICH GIVE THE APPEARANCE OF EASING 
EAST-I/EST TENSIONS. THE USUAL SOVIET INTERLOCUTORS 
WITH FOREIGNERS -- SUCH AS ZAMYATIN, ARBATOV, ZAGLADIN, 
AND POSSIBLY PONOHAREV -- WOULD BE LOGICAL CANDIDATES 

MOSCOW 5403 
MESSAGE (CONT I NUED) : 

l 

7136 

TO PARTICIPATE . END COMMENT. HARTMAN 

DTG: 201619Z DEC 82 PSN: 045309 
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No Objection to Declassificatioryin Part 2010/10/08 : NLR-748-23-29-5-6 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE 

#1/21 December 1982 

SPOT COMMENTARY: Andropov Addresses Soviet 60th Anniversary Meeting 
.~t 

In his speech . this morning, Andropov made public Moscow's 
offer in the INF talks to reduce Soviet "medium range" missiles in 
Europe to a .number equivalent to the UK and French missile forces. 
He appeared to tie this offer, however, to an additional agreement 
on INF aircraft. He reiterated Moscow's threat to deploy an ICBM 
analogous to the MX and stated that the USSR was already testing 
a long-range cruise missile which would be deployed if the US 
proceeded to deploy long-range cruise missiles of its own. 

At the same time, he reaffirmed Moscow's commitment to stra
tegic arms limitations and reiterated the Soviet Union·•s willingness 
to reduce the level of strategic nuclear delivery vehicles by 25 
percent below the SALT II aggregates. 

--Andropov's INF missile proposal has previously been 
made by Soviet negotiators in Geneva. It implies a 
Soviet willingness ·to reduce approximately one-third 
of its SS-20 force opposite Europe in addition to the 
dismantlement of approximately 250 older SS-4 and ss-5 
missiles. The Soviet offer remains contingent, however, 
on nondeployment of new NATO missiles. 

--His announcement of the Soviet cruise missile program 
is new. It is intended to heighten pressure on West 
Europeans to break with NATO's INF plans and may be 
related to previous Soviet threats to place the US 
in an analogous strategic position if NATO proceeds 
with INF modernization. 

--Andropov's claim that Moscow is willing to reduce strategic 
delivery vehicles by 25 percent is consistent with Moscow's 
START offer to reduce 1,800 ICBMs, SLBMs, and heavy bombers 
from the agreed SALT II level of 2,400. 

SECR~ NOFORN ORCON 

\ 

. - . -- ~ - . . - ·- - . - · 

3J 



... . .. ...... No Objection to Declassifica~~~ Part 2010/10/08: NLR-748-23-29-5-6 
• S~T NOFORN ORCON • 

Domestic Aspects 

The domestic portion of Andropov's speech provided few clues 
about the direction of policy in corning months, and suggesteo 
he has yet to formulate a comprehensive plan for attacking -eco
nomic problems. He refrained from praising Brezhnev, however, 
perhaps out of a desire to dissociate himself from the policy 
failures of recent years. 

Andropov's remarks on domestic policy focused on the na
tionality question, as had Brezhnev's speech 10 years ago and 
as was appropriate for the anniversary of the Soviet Union's 
formation. Overall, his remarks emphasized the themes of 
Russian nationalism and political and economic centralization. 

33 

He emphasized, for example, the need for greater regional 
specialization. And his statement that the final aim of nationality 
policy was the "merger" of national cuttures and peoples, for 
example, was a centralizing formulation that has not been used in 
recent years. However, he seemed to call for increased representa
tion of indigenous nationalities in the party and · state institutions 
of non-Russian republics. He attributed the persistence of parochial 
tendencies among Soviet nationalities partly to "mistakes we make in 
our work." 

A;ndropov .also made a brief reference to the food program, sug
gesting that this part of Brezhnev's domestic policy will continue. 
He stressed the need to improve transportation, reinforcing other 
indications that improving the performance of this distressed sector 
will be a top priority. 

Chernenko made a brief introductory speech. The prominent 
role accorded him indicates that he remains a key figure in the 
leadership, and further indicates that he is exercising responsi
bility within the Secretariat for ideology. 

(The above preliminary assessments are based on the partial 
text available fro~ TASS and Moscow Radio at time of writing and. 
are not exhaustive.) 

1\1" (")hiorti"n t" n.::.rl:::ic:c:ifir:::itinn in P:::irt ?n1 n11 nJnQ · 11.11 o , A O ..,,., "'"' ,- "' 
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