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MEMORANOUM 1080 

, 
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

February 7, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NSC 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Don Gregg~ 

Vice President's Meeting with Berlin 
Governing Mayor Eberhard Diepgen 

The Vice President will meet with Berlin Governing 

Mayor Eberhard Diepgen on Monday, February 24, at 10:30 

a.m. in his West Wing office. We would very much 

appreciate your forwarding background papers and talking 

points for the Vice President's use by cob Thursday, 

February 20. An appropriate NSC staff member is welcome 

to attend. 

Thank you. 
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THE NATIONAL SOC IAL 1ST THAHNY, GERMANY BEARS THE 
R(~POllSIBILITY BEFORE HIST ORY. IN TH IS REGAR~ THE 
RELEASE OF RUDOLF HESS CAN CHANGE NOTH ING . 

I AM or TH( VIEi/ THAT TH( PAROOH or RU OOLr HESS 
\IOULD B( AH AC T or HUMAN ITY, A CONT INUATION or THE NORE 

THA~ 4S YEARS IMPRISONMENT OF A 92-YEAR-OLD SICK MAH IS 
FUNDAMENTALLY INHUMANE . 

I 
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SOON. END TEXT. 
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Translation 
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Fed~ral Republic of Germany 

The Federal Chancellor 

His Excellency 

Mr Ronald W. Reagan 

President of the United States of America 

Washington,_ D.C. 

Mr President, dear Ron., 

Bonn, 21 July 1986 

A few days ago, 92-year-old Rudolf Hess was transferred to the British 

military hospital in Berlin-Spandau. This is an occasion for me to make an 

urgent appeal to you to grant him a pardon so that he may be allowed to 

join his family. 

Rudolf Hess is an old and sick man and as far as one can judge does not 

have much longer to live. For this reason, and in consideration of the time 

he has spent in prison, which now can serve no meaningful punitive pur­

pose, he should, on humanitarian grounds, no longer be denied clemency. 

Clemency for a very old man after four and a half decades in prison would 

not imply that the atrocities of National Socialism, part of the political re­

sponsibility for which is borne by Rudolf Hess, will be forgotten. Nor would 

a pardon on humanitarian grounds be synonymous with forgiving. 

In 1946, as ·. you know, the International Military Tribunal acquitted Rudolf 

Hess of the charge of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Germany 

bears historic responsibility for the crimes of Nazi tyranny. The release of 

Rudolf Hess would not alter this fact. 
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In my view clemency for Rudolf Hess is a dictate of humanity. To continue 

the now over 40-year imprisonment of a 92-year-old sick man would be 

utterly inhumane. 

I therefore most sincerely appeal to you, Mr President, to support my re­

quest and secure the early release of Rudolf Hess. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sgd.) Helmut Kohl 



BUNDE SREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND 

DER BUNDESKANZLER 

Seiner Exzellenz 
dem Prasidenten der Vereinigten 
Staaten von Amerika 
Herrn Ronald W. Reagan 

W a s h i n g t o n 

Sehr geehrter Herr Prasident, lieber Ron, 

Bonn, den !2.A .. Juli 1986 

der Uber 92-jahrige Rudolf Hess wurde vor wenigen Tagen aus Gesund­
heitsgrUnden in das britische Militarkrankenhaus Berlin-Spandau ver­
legt. Aus diesem Grunde wende ich mich mit der dringend~n Bitte an 
Sie, den Gefangenen gnadenweise in den Kreis seiner Familie zu ent­
lassen. 

Rudolf Hess ist heute ein alter und kranker Mann. Nach menschlichem 
Ermessen wird sein Leben nicht mehr lange wahren. Deshalb, und ange­
sichts der keinem sinnvollen Strafzweck mehr entsprechenden Haftdauer, 
sollte ihm aus humanitaren GrUnden eine Begnadigung nicht langer ver­
weigert werden. 

Die Begnadigung eines Greises nach viereinhalb Jahrzehnten Haft bedeutet 
nicht, daB die Untaten des Nationalsozialismus, fUr die Rudolf Hess 
politische Mitverantwortung tragt, in Vergessenheit geraten. Eine Be­
gnadigung aus GrUnden der Menschlichkeit ist auch nicht gleichbedeutend 
mit Vergebung. 
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Wie Sie wissen, hat das internationale Militartribunal Rudolf Hess im 
Jahre 1946 von der Anklage, Verbrechen gegen die Menschlichkeit und 
Kriegsverbrechen begangen zu haben, freigesprochen. FUr die Verbrechen 
der NS-Gewaltherrschaft tragt Deutschland die Verantwortung vor der 
Geschichte. Daran vermag auch die Freilassung von Rudolf Hess nichts 
zu andern. 

!ch binder Auffassung, daB die Begnadigung von Rudolf Hess ein Ge­
bot der Menschlichkeit ist. Eine Fortdauer der Uber vierzig Jahre 
wahrenden Haft eines 92-jahrigen kranken Mannes ist zutiefst inhuman. 

!ch darf Sie, sehr geehrter Herr Prasident, sehr herzlich ersuchen, 
meine Bitte zu unterstUtzen und eine baldige Freilassung von Rudolf Hess 
zu ennoglichen. 

Mit freundlichen GrUBen 

1 
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Botschaft 
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland 

Embassy 
of the Federal Republic of Germany 

Mr. Frank Buchholz 
Department of State 
EUR-CE 
Room 4228 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchholz: 

7 

.J 

Washington, den Septe_m~er 22, 1986 
4645 Reservoir Road N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 - 1998 
USA 
Tel.: (202) 298-4000 

Direct Dial No. 

Th/Wo 2984~~/J;}tJ 

~IP//~-¥~~ 

Please find enclosed a list of the visitors scheduled 

for entrance to t he White House, West Wing, oc1 September 30, 

1986, 4:30 p.m. 

May I thank you once again for your kind cooperation. 

WiI7;::aL{ 
Dietmar Thorand 
Counselor, Financial Affairs 

Encl. 
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CONF~IAL 
7 

ACTION 

NA TJONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

6708 

September 16, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: WILLIAM L. STEARMAN vtl/--
SUBJECT: Meeting with Deutsche Bank Board Chairman 

Dr. Wilhelm Christians, Chairman of the Board of the Deutsche 
e in as ington for an IMF meeting September 28-30. 
useful for you to meet with him. 

Christians is one of Europe's most influential bankers who, 
unfortunately, has quite an affinity for the Soviets. He has met 
with Gorbachev and is usually treated royally when he visits 
Moscow. Having fought against the Soviets, he may also subcon­
sciously be trying to make amends. This mind-set makes him 
especially amenable to extending favorable loans to the USSR and 
to influencing other bankers to follow suit. 

It would be helpful for an American in your positi on to point 
out, inter alia, how helping, through favorable loans, to relieve 
the present Soviet financial bind caused by falling oil prices 
makes it easier for the Soviets to have both guns and butter and 
decreases their incentive to conclude meaningful arms control 
agreements. 

In any case, given the attention Christians receives in Moscow, 
i t might not be a bad idea to counterbalance this wi th a meeting 
here at your level. He has free periods in the l ate afternoon of 
September 29 and between 10:00 and 11:30 a.m. on September 30 and 
could probably adjust his schedule if those times were not 
convenient for you. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you meet with Dr. Christians on either September 29 or 
September 30. 

Disapprove 

concurs. 

OADR ,. . fti6L/ :+~ WILM ~ 
~ - • TE l t /, 1;;/7.;11-,,-z--
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

6708 

CON~IAL September 16, 1986 -
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: WILLIAM L. STEARMAN "'1--
SUBJECT: Meeting with Deutsche Bank Board Chairman 

Dr. Wilhelm Christians, Chairman of the Board of the Deutsche 
Bank, will be in Washington for an IMF meeting September 28-30. 
It might be useful for you to meet with him. 

Christians is one of Europe's most influential bankers who, 
unfortunately, has quite an affinity for the Soviets. He has met 
with Gorbachev and is usually treated royally when he visits 
Moscow. Having fought against the Soviets, he may also subcon­
sciously be trying to make amends. This mind-set makes him 
especially amenable to extending favorable loans to the USSR and 
to influencing other bankers to follow suit. 

It would be helpful for an American in your position to point 
out, inter alia, how helping, through favorable loans, to relieve 
the present Soviet financial bind caused by falling oil prices 
makes it easier for the Soviets to have both guns and butter and 
decreases their incentive to conclude meaningful arms control 
agreements . 

In any case, given the attention Christians receives in Moscow, 
it might not be a bad idea to counterbalance this with a meeting 
here at your level. He has free periods in the late afternoon of 
September 29 and between 10:00 and 11:30 a.m. on September 30 and 
could probably adjust his schedule if those times were not 
convenient for you. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you meet with Dr. Christians on either September 29 or 
September 3 0 . I} 

Disapprove WL 
concurs. ~ 
OADR 
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THE AMBASSADOR 
OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

Washington, October 6, 1986 

Their Excellencies 
The President of the United States 
and Mrs. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, Dear Mrs. Reagan: 

My wife and I felt very honored to be invited to the 

Concert of Vladimir Horowitz and the Reception yesterday 

in the White House. It was a unique experience which 

we will not forget. To be present in such a beautiful 

setting and to listen to the masterful art of one of 

the greatest pianists and to be so warmly welcomed by 

the President and Mrs. Reagan was something very special and 

a highlight of our term of office in the United States. 

Respectfully yours, 

/ t.M.r r Ll 
GJnther van Well 
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NOV 1 Z 1986 

Dear nr. Ml11ister-President: 

resident Reagan has asked me to reply to your letter of 
September 29 regarding the U.S. Information Agency's financial 

- support to German-American Institutes in Bavaria . 

It was yratifying to learn of your positive evaluation of the work 
of the German-American Institutes and the America Houses . We at 
USIA have always shared your view that the German-American 
Institutes are valuable aspects of our public diplomacy efforts in 
the Federal Republic. These lnstitutss have long played an 
important role in promoting contacts between Germans and 
Americans, particularly among young people ln the university 
cities where they ere located. 

Our U.S . Informa ion ervice in Bo,n has provided considerable 
financial support an,1ually to five German-American Institutes _.., 
in Nuremberg, Fr "burg, Heideloergt Saarbruecken, and Tubi11gen -­
and to the Vennedy Haus in Kiel. (Our financial support to the 
German- merican Institute in Regensburg terminated in 1970.) 
Because of the severe oudget constraints imposed on us by 
Gramm-Ru man-Holling~ legislation, however, and giv n the 
prospects for even great r stringencies in the future, ve 
conclua th· t ,e no longer could continue to support t 110se 
Institutes at the previous level of financial assistance. This 
decision w s made 11th great reluctance and only after a careful 
weighing of the st=ingent financial priorities for all of USIS 
Germany's public diplomacy programs and activities. 

Given the i.portance of the German-fHaerican Institutes, however, 
we have cen seeking ~1ternative ways in vhich some USIA financial 
support could be continued, albeit at lower levels. I am pleased 
to inform y u chat c have determined that we can continue 
supplying enough funding to all six of the aforementioned 
I1stitutes to assure that American speakers and library materials 
ill b~ provide ta ti em on a consistent basis. This s•pport~ ~ 

combined with increased German funoing, will allow them all to, 
remain strong and vi ble . In the specific case of tile 
·ermsn-American Institute in Nuremberg, I am very grateful to the 
Bavarian State Government for its generous assistance in this 
effort . 

His Excellency 
Franz Josef Strauss 
Minister-President of Bavaria 
Prinzregente~strasse 7 
8000 Munich 22 
Federal Republic of Germany 
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Finally, I am happy t a as sure you that t he America Hausa in Munich 
will continue to receive our strongest financial support and 
attention and will remain a symbol of u.s. commitment to an active 
pres~nce and interest in the Federal Republic. 

Please also be assured that the President and the u.s . Government 
as a whole wish to do everything possible to enable the friendship 
between the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany to 
continue flourishing . 

The President w1snes me to extend you his greetings , which I send 
along with my own . 

Sincerely, 

Charles z. Wick 
Director 

drafted by:EU:PHSmlth:dde-lOl28l86:123le 
Clearance: EU-JFKordek __ ~_ EU-MWRemick ___ DISS-TCollins 
EURICE(State)-RBeecroft (via phone) ---
cc: White House (info copy), D, DD, DIS, DISS, USIS Germany, 

EUR/CE(State)-RBeecroft 

1 

I 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

8632429 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 18, 1986 

Ms. Sally Kelley 
Director of Agency Liaison 
Presidential Correspondence 
The White House 

Letter dated September 29, 1986 from 
Franz Josef regarding USIA 
German-American Information Center 
ID tf429402 

The attached correspondence was forwarded to the 
Department of State for direct reply, furnish info copy. 

We have reviewed the correspondence and believe 
that action on this matter more appropriately rests with 
the United States Information Agency. 

Attachment: 

As stated. 

~~A.. 

Office of the 
Executive Secretary 
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363 2429 

Der Bayerische Ministerprasident 8000 Miinchen 22 
PrinzregentenstraBe 7 
Tel.(089)21650 · FS 05-23809 

A III 4 - 450 226-38 
September 29, 1986 

His Excellency 

Today I would like to bring a matter to your 
personal attention that touches the common 
interests of our two countries. 

It has recently been brought to my attention 
that the U.S. Information Agency will withdraw 
its financial support from the German-American 
Information Centers in the Bavarian cities of 
Nuremberg and Regensburg. 

I am personally concerned about this development. 
In both cases U.S. financial withdrawal would 
endanger the existence of these institutes, 
which are maintained on a partnership basis. 

the President of the 
United States of America 
Mr. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 
U.S.A. 
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I am well aware that the Gramm-Rudman-Act 
forces the U.S. Government to take economy 
measures on a broad level. At a time when on 
both sides of the Atlantic Ocean signs of 
creeping estrangement cannot be overlooked, 
w i th II par o ch i a 1 po 1 i t i cs 11 a r i s i n g a g a i n here 
and there it would be, in my view, a step in 
the wrong direction for the United States of 
America to withdraw from the joint reponsibility 
for these institutes, thus jeopardizing such a 
vital instrument of information and mutual 
understanding within American-German relations. 

The friendship between the German and American 
peoples is rooted in the mutual recognition of 
moral and political principles as well as in 
important common interests. Friendship between 
peoples presupposes an understanding of the 
possibilities and limits of the other side. 
For this reason we need face-to-face get­
togethers and more extensive exchanges of 
opinion, we need more personal contacts between 
Americans and Germans and between young people 
in particular, not less. 

In this connection the German-American 
Information Centers and the America House in 
Munich have the function of a cultural and 
informational catalyst, which cannot be valued 
highly enough. The Bavarian State Government 
has acknowledged these important activities 
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by making a substantial financial contribution 
to the common work. This policy shall also 
remain effective in the future. 

The German-American friendship must not become 
an empty formula, but must remain a living 
reality. I consider the German-American 
Institutes and the America House Munich as a 
pledge and visible sign of this reality in 
Bavaria. This is why the overwhelming majority 
of the citizens in the Free State of Bavaria 
welcomes the presence of American troops on 
Bavarian soil. They would find it difficult to 
understand that the United States of America 
would not have the political will to maintain 
its cultural institutions that have worked so 
successfully for more than 40 years to bring 
our countries together. Moreover, the withdrawal 
of American funds would also play into the 
hands of those political forces which for a 
long time have been agitating against the US 
military presence in the Federal Republic of 
Germany. It is precisely in Bavaria , on the 
dividing-line between East and West, that the 
United States of America must not be 
indifferent to its image in the public. 

In view of the outstanding cultural and 
political importance of these Institutes we 
must endeavor to continue the America House in 
Munich and the two German-American Information 
Centers in Nuremberg and Regensburg. 
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It is my concern, Mr. President, to make sure 
that no harm is done to the good reputation 
which the United States of America enjoys in 
Bavaria, and that the German-American friendship 
is not weakened. Therefore I would like to ask 
you to give your personal attention to the 
proposed suspension of U.S. financial support 
to the German-American Institutes in Nuremberg 
and Regensburg. You know that I would never 
wish to meddle in the domestic budget affairs 
of your country. I only want to prevent any 
possible ill feelings in the relations between 
our two countries. 

With every good wish, I am, 

Yours sincerely, 



!.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

April 17, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD POST 

SUBJECT: 

Acting Chief of the Executive Secretariat 
U.S. Information Agency 

German-American Exchanges 

3122 

CCJ d5il-l.<J 

rG~l)~-/:l 

As part of our overall examination of links between the U. S. and 
the Federal Republic of Germany, USIA took the lead in stimulat­
ing and strengthening the vast array of contacts involving 23 
U.S. Government departments and agencies. These activities were 
generated in connection with the Tricentennial Conimission and 
coordinated by the Interagency Steering Committee for U.S.-German 
Contacts under the direction of Director Wick and Berndt von 
Staaden. The NSC would be very interested in being advised by 
USIA of the programmatic and funding efforts underway or p l anned 
by the 23 concerned USG departments and agencies. To see this in 
full perspective, we would like to have the 23 organizations 
inventoried from the standpoint of programmatic and financial 
commitment with a matrix developed to show this commitment for 
Fiscal Years 85, 86, and 87. 

We would appreciate your response to this request by May 14. 

~ 
/4L._. ~')Mi /L_: 
Rod~ei B. M~~:nle1 
Executive Secretary 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

April 17, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

FROM: WALTER RAYMOND, JR.\J,JJL 

SUBJECT: German-American Exchanges 

3122 

You will see at Tab II two previous pieces of correspondence on 
this subject. It is extremely important that we maintain our 
activity in this area as the FedRep is one of our most crucial 
allies. At the same time I have heard through my grapevine that 
USIA is stumbling around in a very ineffectual way on this issue. 
In consultation with key staffers in USIA I have concluded that 
an analysis, such as the one which I suggest we seek, will play 
an important role in goading USIA into a more meaningful response. 
I also think the results of the survey will be an important 
management tool for us. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the tasker at Tab I. 

Approve c2, ~~1 7 
5 f 

Peter tommer concurs. 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Memo to USIA 
Previous Correspondence 

Disapprove 



United States 
Information 
Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

Office of the Director 

JAN 10 1'> V 
Dear Mr. Fortier: 

I was very pleased to see your memo of December 30 on the 
establishment of a German-American Friendship Commission. The 
strengthening of our relationship with the Federal Republic is 
one of my primary goals. As U.S. Coordinator of the 
German-American effort under the Contacts Initiative, I am 
closely involved in this effort. 

The idea of a bilateral Friendship Commission has come up 
before, and I am glad that you have revived it. Let me say that 
in principle I find it very much worth exploring as we seek to 
solidify our ties with the FRG. I think, however, that we need 
to define carefully what the functions, structure, and funding 
will look like before giving this proposal a wholehearted 
embrace. Your request that USIA coordinate with State, 0MB, and 
other concerned Departments is most appropriate, and we are 
prepared to begin acting on this at once. 

I am asking Joseph Klaits, Chief of our U.S.-German Contacts 
Staff at USIA, to coordinate the exploratory consultations on 
the Friendship Commission. I will be sending along our views 
and suggestions as they develop. 

With best wishes. 

Mr. Donald R. Fortier 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 

Sincerely, 

Charles z. Wick 
Director 

USIA 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 30, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE CHARLES z. WICK 
Director 
United States Information Agency 

9538 

SUBJECT: Establishment of a German-American Friendship 
Commission 

The vital ties that link the U.S. and its cardinal ally, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, have been greatly strengthened as a 
result of the very effective work undertaken by the Tricentennial 
Commission and the Interagency Steering Committee for U.S.-German 
Contacts. This bi-national effort was greatly assisted by your 
able guidance over the past three years. 

The NSC Staff has had detailed talks with Berndt von Staden, your 
German counterpart for the bilateral initiative, and with Walter 
Leisler Kiep, CDU Treasurer and President of the Atlantic-Brucke. 
Both have underscored their strong desire that the program 
continue, noting the Bundestag's recent 100 million Deutschmark 
commitment to the German Marshall Fund as evidence of the Federal 
Republic's seriousness of purpose. 

It is essential that these important e fforts continue. I believe 
we should consider creating a "German-American Bi-National 
Friendship Commission." Such a commission would be an enduring 
legacy of the tricentennial celebration and would provide the 
basis for a long-term fundamental commitment to strong German­
American relations. A permanent bi-national commission, estab­
lished and funded by Congress and the Federal Republic, could 
encourage and/or coordinate existing programs, such as the 
Congress Bundestag Youth Exchange. It could also selectively 
develop and give financial support to programs of scholarly, 
cultural, and artistic activities between the Federal Republic 
and the U.S. The Commission should receive private sector 
funding from the two countries. 

The Commission might appear as a separate title or as a line item 
in the annual Foreign Relations Act. 'l'here are several models 
for such a Commission, such as the J apan-U.S. Friendship Commis­
sion (for purpose and progr am), and the International Joint 
Commission (U .S. -Canada , fo r lega l structure ). I suspect , 
however, that the German-American enti ty will have qualities 
which are unique to it. I do not suggest that long-standing 
programs, such as your Fulbright program, be melded into this 
effort. Emphasis would be on coordination, program design, and 
the development of selected new and special activities. 
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With your valuable experience as coordinator of the German­
American effort during the past three years and as a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Japan-u.s. Friendship Commission, 
I would like you, in conjunction with State, 0MB, and other 
concerned Departments, to explore the best way of-establishing a 
permanent bi-national commission for U.S.-German friendship. It 
would be useful to contact von Staden and Kiep too. Given the 
national budgetary situation at this time , this effort will have 
to be generated with little, if any, new funds. The effort is 
designed to provide focus to existing activity, to maintain our 
current multi-faceted program, and to energize private sector 
support tot~ efforts both in the U.S. and the Federal Republic. 
This vital step could exert significant and lasting influence on 
the relationship and, properly presented, could generate broad 
support throughout the American political structure. 

When you have had the opportunity to study the suggestion, I 
would appreciate being advised of your thoughts and proposals. 

~k 
cc: The Secretary of State 

Donald R. Fortier 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

The Director, Office of Management and Budget 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secret4ry 

F,,___,.._,I~mm= ,,ediate Release 

433642 
/2}LJS~tJ~ 
P/20/d:, 

Py .:~ 
' ,~1 

July 28, 1986 

The President has invited Char c~llor Hellilll:L..KQ.hi o the federal 
~ blic of Germany to make a·n official ~.oCI-J.._.__ .......... __._he United 
Stat es. Chancellor Kohl has accepted the invitation and will 
meet with the President at the White House on October 21, 1986. 
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