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Dear Mr. President: 

5492 
EMBASSY 

OF THE 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

I have the honor to convey to you a letter from 

the President of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

Herr Dr. Richard von Weizsacker. 

A courtesy translation is attached. 

Respectfully yours, 

Theodor Wallau 

Minister 

Washington, D.C., July 26, 1984 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 



Translation 

The President 

of the 

Federal Republic of Germany 

His Excellency 

Mr Ronald · W. Reagan 

President of the United States of America 

Washington 

Dear Mr President, 

Bonn, 6 July 1984 

Thank you for the good wishes you expressed to me on the occasion of my 

inauguration as President of the Federal Republic of Germany. I was 

particularly pleased that you asked my long-time friend, Senator Mathias, to 

come to Bonn on this occasion . As President of the Federal Republic of 

Germany, I will continue to devote to German-American relations the energy 

and attention which they deserve in the light of our history and common 

future. I am very much looking forward to our future co-operation. 

You rs sincerely, 

(sgd.) Richard von Weizsacker 
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Seiner Exzellenz 
dem Prasidenten der 
Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika 

Herrn Ronald W. Reagan 

W a s h i n g t o n 

Sehr geehrter Herr Prasident, 

Bonn, den 6. Juli 1984 

flir die guten Wlinsche, die Sie mir zur Ubernahme meines 

Amtes ausgesprochen haben, danke ich Ihnen herzlich. 

Besonders gefreut habe ich mich darliber, daB Sie Senator 

Mathias, mit dem mich seit langem eine enge Freundschaft 

verbindet, gebeten haben, aus diesem AnlaB nach Bonn zu 

kommen. Auch im Amte des Prasidenten der Bundesrepublik 

Deutschland werde ich den deutsch-amerikanischen Bezie­

hungen jene Aufmerksamkeit und Kraft widmen, die ihnen 

auf Grund unserer Geschichte und unserer gemeinsamen 

Zukunft geblihren. Ich sehe der Zusammenarbeit mit Ihnen 

mit groBen Erwartungen entgegen. 

Mit freundlichen GrliBen 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Date June 27, l._984 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: Anne Higgins From: Lester Lipman Weinstock 

Date: May 14, 1984 Subject: Assistance for Compen-
sation from the Federal Republic of Germany 

\"ffi Referral Dated: June 13, 1984 NSC ID# 
(If any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the Department 
of State. 

Action Taken: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached 

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

Re marks: 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 

(j, M ( MA[.eid 
fl:' Charles Hill 

Executive Secretary 
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U nite <l States Pcpartment of State 

Wushington, D.C. 20520 

June 22, 1984 

Dear Mr. Weinstock: 

I thank you for your letter of May 14, to Ms. Anne Higgins, 
Special Assistant to the President and Director of 
Correspondence, concerning assistance with your claim of 
compensation from the Federal Republic of Germany. You had 
previously written President Reagan concerning your claims and 
this office replied to your inquiry on June 4. The White 
House has asked this office to reply to your latest inquiry. 

Please be advised that there is no further information we 
can provide you in addition to that contained in our letter of 
June 4. I am enclosing a copy of that correspondence as well 
as another list of attorneys who practice within the consular 
district of the American Embassy in Bonn. 

Please contact me if you have any further questions. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

(_.,.-- ·--- - ,, .,.-D . 

\.___) ~ :~-_.,~,f: I ----
Dale L. Shaffer 

Consular Affairs Officer 
Europe and Canada Division 

Office of Citizens Consular Services 

1. Previous correspondence 
2. Attorneys list for Bonn 

Mr. Lester Lipman Weinstock 
7130 Fulton Avenue, #6 

North Hollywood, California 91605 
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LETTER, DATED MAY 14, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. LESTER LIPMAN WEINSTOCK 
APARTMENT 6 
7130 FULTON AVENUE 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD CA 91605 

JUNE 13, 1984 

SUBJECT: REGARDING HIS EFFORTS TO OBTAIN RESTITUTION 
FROM THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT FOR THE DEATH OF 
HIS FAMILY MEMBERS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

I 



f Lester Lipman Weinstock 
7,13Q Fulton Av.#6 
~or~~ H~llywood,Ca 91605 

{818) 76~- 3~87 

Jan 16, 198~ 

. Re-!; ·Case-k Wiedergutmachung1 

-~ II 6~ WGA 55 /71 
.. fl ( 11 (. 6 W GK ) 5 ~ W GA ~ 5 / 71 ( 2 0 0 / 7 2 ) 

The President; 
The White Hous.e 

t.Washington,D.C. 20520 

1-· . 
~} Dear Mr President; 

-~ The world knows tha~ you are the champion of Human rights so that is 
why I am writing to you to help me in my case with the W. German 
GoTernment ... I am writing to you pertaining to m:y c-laim which i filed 
almost 12 Yrs ago,. 

1 The W.German GoTernment does ndt recognize my claim as being Talid and 
~they refused to compensate me for the murder of nine members of my 
t-7· family during world war 2. · . 

f I ha Te w.ri tten to former Chancellor Helm~t Shmidt and Chanc·ellor Helmut 
~ Kohl. Neither one would help me to obtain Justice f~r the loss of my 

family. 

it one tim~ I was informed by a staff member of the German Consulate 
in L.A. that if I want compensation for their crime, I should apply to 
my GoTernment · since the U.S. has f~ozen German assets from world war 2 

:~and they could help me to get paid out of these funds. 
:;· 

Mr.President, I am in the United States since 1938 and I am an ·American 
c:i tizen. I! you wish more information about. my case your office can 
obtain the tiles from Senator Alan Cranston, in Washington and Rep.Howard 
L .. Berman, and Calif.State Senator Alan Robbins. 

I expect help from you Mr.President in this Humanitarian Cause. 

Sincerely Yours 

Inc/llw 

... --



. .. .. 

Leater Lipman Weinstock 
71}0 Fulton Av #6 
North Kellywood, Ca 91605 

May 30,1983 

Ref; 514- 552- WG- 2209 
------ ----------------- ---------

Chancellor Helmut. Kohl 
Fe~eral R~public of West Germany 
% Ambassador Peter Hermes 
464~ Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, n.c. 20007 

DeaF Chancellor Kohl; 

I am writing to you for the second time while you are 
in the United States conc·erni.ng compansa tion to my case 
and no reply received from you Mr.Chancellor. 
We all know your Nation is responsible for the crimes 

· commi t-ted by the Nazis of killing my e·ntire family. 
I will not rest peac:efully until a solutio·n is reached 
by you. 
My personal fee,ling is that you will see justic-e is done. 
It.a up to you Mr.Chancellor to bring my 11. year.3 case 
to a end with justice. 
Your at.tention to this mat,ter· would be greatly appreciated·; 

Very Truly Yours; 

r -:- i a J' A ♦ _-:-_-rel ~-------~-
P.S. 
A copy of this letter will be send to 
President Ronald Reagon for the first 
time. 

■ 
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Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
Ambassador Peter Hermes 
West Germany. 
464~ Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

April 16, 1983 

Re; Lester Lipman Weinstock 
case #51.4-552-WG- 2209 

The Hon.Helmut Kohl. 

Lester Lipman Weinstock 
713.0 Fulton Av. #6 
North Holl]'Wood,Ca 91605 

I am writing in regard to my case. I know that all Americans hold 
the current W.Germany in great esteem for its efforts to atone for 
the Nazi era. 
In that spirit of atonement, l would hope that you Chancellor as 
an act o-f conscience consider my C'laim and bring an honorable· 
close, with justice, which the f~rmer Chancellor Helmut Schmitd 
·failed to do so, because he refused to recognize the crimes committed 
.by the Nazis against my entire family. 
The former Chancelib.or could not judige my case with honor because 
as a Wehrmacht offic·er in World War 2, he had never abandoned his 
oath of loyalty t-0 !.Hitler. 
Its up to you Chancellor to take steps necessary to resolve· this 
matter and promote justice to the 11. year case. 

Your personal attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerly; 

~-~-~--J~i 
Lester Li;~J" Weinstock 

Inc:/ 



Lester Liitman Weinsto,ck 
1130 Fulton AT. 116 
North Hollywoo'd, Ca 91605 

~t4✓- I I'(' 

May 14, 1984 

Anne Higgins 
Sitecial Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondece 

The White House 
Washington., D.C. 20520 

Dear Ms. Anne Higgins: 

2360GS 

841716 . 

In response to JiOU letter I am sending you copies of letters 
which you re~uested pertaining to my ease with the West. 
German GoTernm.ent. 
Re: Lester Lipman Weinstock. Case: #51~-552-WG-2209 

I.f you needl m.ore in.:formation you can obtain it f'rom Sen. 
Alan Cranstons offi~e in Wash. D.C. Rep. Howard L.Bermans 
o!fic:e in Wash. D. c. or Calif. State Sen. Alan Roebins office 
in Sacramento,Ca. 

I am sorry that the original letters which were written 
to the President were not arought to his attention. 

LL/W 
Inell-. 

Sincerely Yours, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8. 1934 

I regret that you have not received a r·esponse to your original 
correspondence. Unfortunately, we have no record of your 
message in the file system at the White Ho use. 

If you would care to write again and inform us about your 
concerns, we will be certain to see that your message receives 
the proper attention . Please enclose this ietter or a copy of it 
when you write again so that \ve c2n be alerted to your letter as 
it comes in. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mr. Lester Lipman Weinstock 
Apartment 6 
7130 Fulton Avenue 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 
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1525 Gu:NOAKS BouLEVARD SAs FrnNA~oo, CAL1FO!\.."IIA 913-10 • Telephone: 365-3156 

J u l y 19 , 1983 

The President 
Th e White House 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Mr. President : 

MINISTER: Neal R. Keller 

I am writing on behalf of a friend of mine, Leste r Lipman We instock. 
Mr. Weinstock has filed a petition over eleven ye ars ago with the West Germa~ 
government to be compensated for the killing of nine members of his family by 
t he Nazis during World War II. Mr. Weinstock is the only surviving member of 
h is family left to makes such a petition. 

The reason Mr . Weinstock was left alive to file this petition is he was sent 
out of Poland in 1938 for schooling. 

The West German government has consistently refused to grant Mr. Weinstock's 
petition for the following reasons: 1) They ~ay ~~eir compe nsation was designed 
to reimburse survivors of the holocaust and Mr. Weinstock was not a survivor. 
2 ) Mr. Weinstock 's petition was filed after the statute of limitations for such 
petitions . 

Ou r reply to those points has bee n: 1) There are no survivors of the holocaust 
in Mr. Weinstock's family since they were all killed and who, except 
~- Weinstock, can file for them . 2) Mr. We instoc k had great difficulty 

documenting the deaths of his family since they we re all killed and all their 
personal effects and records destroyed. 

We have written the past and present chance l lors of West Germany but have 
received no answers. We have met with the West Ge rman Consulate in Los Angeles 
and they have not been any help. 

Now we are looking to you, Mr. President, to intercede with the West German 
government on behalf of Lester Weinstock . We need your help to receive justice 
for Mr . Weinstock and hia family. 

If you would like further information you can contact Senator Alan Cranston, 
Representative Howard Berman, or State Senator Alan Robbins since they are all 
acquainted with and supportive of Mr. Weinstock's case. 

Sincerely, 

Rev . Neal R. Keller 
Minister 

NRK:ep 

E V E R Y M E M B E R A M N S T E R 



1525 GLENo.u.s BOULEVARD • SAN FD\NANOO, CALIFORNIA 91340 • Telephone: 36.5-3156 

MINISTER: Neal R. Keller 

April 7, 1983 

Ambassador Peter Hermes 
of the Republic of West Germany 

4645 Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

REFERENCE: Lester Lipman Weinstock 
Case #514-552-WG 2209 

Dear Mr. Hermes: 

I am writing on behalf of Lester Weinstock in regard to his case and my 
involvement in it. 

A meeting with Consulate General of the Federal Republic of West Germany, 
Mr. Heinz F. Lewalter, took place on Friday, JU+Y 16, 1982 on your request as 
per your letter dated May 19, 1982. 

Present at the meeting besides the embassy staff were Dr. Daniel Goldberg, 
Lester Weinstock, and myself. During the meeting we were given the impression 
that a favorable solution, although difficult to affect, could be reached in 
Mr. Weinstock 1 s case. We were told that within two months we would receive an 
answer in regards to the case. 

After waiting more than four months we were informed that no action could be 
taken on Mr. Weinstock 1 s case. The reasons given have been consistent with the 
stonewalling Mr. Weinstock has received over the last twelve years. 

The official reply was that since Mr. Weinstock was not a survivor of the 
holocaust himself - he could-noT recelve- ani r -emu ner-ation- for hi s- -sutterlng: 
Other reasons stated for no action taken on the case were: The case is beyond 
the statute of limitations for cases of this nature, and the German government 
operates according to statutory law which binds the government to act only 
according to the legal requirements of the law and therefore there can be no 
exception made to the law. 

Our reply was that all of Mr. Weinstock 1 s family and relatives were killed by 
the Nazis and there is no one left to make a claim on their behalf, except 
Mr. Weinstock. In regard to the case being beyond the statute of limitations 
our reply is it took many years for Mr. Weinstock to document his case since 

E V E R Y M E M 8 E R A M N S T E R 

1 



.. 
Ambassador Peter Hermes 
April 7, 1983 Page 2 

all his family were killed. Therefore, it shouldn't be limited by the 
statute due to the unusual circumstances. In addition, Mr. Weinstock did 
initially bring his case before your government, but was told to acquire 
more documentation which he so did. 

My personal feeling is that justice must be done for Lester Weinstock and 
although the Federal Republic of West Germany refuses to do justice, 
Mr. Weinstock's friends will not rest until a solution is reached. If we 
cannot work within the laws of the Federal Republic of West Germany we will 
seek other areas and courts to achieve our goals. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Neal R. Keller 

NRK:ep 

ACTION COMMITTEE · 

Rev. Neal R. Keller, chairman 
Senator Alan Cranston 
Senator Alan Robbins 
Congressman Howard L. Berman 
Daniel Goldberg 
Ruth Wardel 
Sr. Judge Jess Nathan 
Rabbi Morris Rubinstein 

■ 

, 



ALAN CRAN'STON 
CAI-IFORNJA 

WASHINGTON, O .C. 20510 

January 22, 1981 

Mr. Lester Lipman Weinstock 
7130 Fulton Avenue, Number 6 
North Hollywood, California 91605 

Dear Mr. Weinstock, 

Thank you for sending me copies of your correspondence 
to German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. 

I have written to German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt about 
your case and your desire to arrange an app ointment to 
meet with him. Please find enclosed a copy of my letter 
to the Chancellor for your information. 

I hope that our many efforts will bring the desired 
result. 

With best wishes, 

Enclosure 

~' 

~ 



ALAN CRANSTON 
. C,,.U,.Q"NIA 

His Exc ellency 
Peter Hermes 

.WASHINGTON. 0.C. 20!10 

September 3, 1980 

Ambassador Extraordinary 
Plenipotentiary of the 

Federal Republic of Germany 
~ashington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

I am writing to you regardin g the case of Lester 
Lipman Weinstock, a constituent of mine, who has 
been seeking restitution for the tragic loss of nine 
members o~ his family under the Na zi regime. Mr. 
Weinstock's claim has been denied because of a late 
filing date. 

Mr. Weinstock has contacted me about his earnest wish 
to meet with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt so that he may 
appeal his case personally to the Chancellor. I would 
very much appreciate it if the Embassy could set up 
such an appointment with appropriate West German 
officials for Mr. Weinstock. I am enclosing several 
recent news articles regarding Mr. Weinstock's case 
and a copy of my previous correspondence with Ambas­
sador Berndt Von Staden for your reference. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this humani­
tarian case. 

With best regards, 

Sit~w/h 
Alan Cranston 

Enclosures 
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<Cit!! <rnunril of the <!Tit!! of Illus 1\ngclcg 

'frnnni Ilrrnarbi 

ROOM 2-40, CITY HALL 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90012 
48S · 3671-LOS ANGELES 

989·8S03-VAN NUYS 
COU NC I LMAN 
C V C NTH 0 15 1 A I C1' January 23, 1980 

The Honorable Helmut Schmidt 
Chancellor, Federal Republic 

of Germany 
5300 Bonn, West Germany 

Dear Mr. Chancellor: 

This letter is to respectfully request that your office review 
the file of Mr. Lester Lipman Weinstock, who is a constituent 
of mine, with the view toward according him an appeal for com­
pe nsation of a World War II-related claim. 

I understand that, based on the fact of a late filing, con­
sideration of Mr. Weinstock's appeal has been denied. While 
I agree there is need for regulations, I feel that, in this 
troubled world climate, in the light of such a loss as Mr. 
Weinstock's, there may be room for compassion and an exception 
to be made in the cause of humanity. 

I would like to add my request that he be granted this appeal 
for another hearing. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and whatever 
assistance you can provide. 

EB:dbg 

Sincerely, 

Original Sien.ad By: 
ERNANI BERHARDI 

ERNANI BERNARDI 
councilman, Seventh District 

' 

■ 
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<!iii!! Cf nunril of the Qiil!! nf funs 2\ngclcg 

lfrn ani filrrnarbi 
COUNCILMAN 

SEVENTH DIST RICT 

Honoraole Tom Bradley 

January 23, 1980 

Mayor of the City of Los Angeles 
Room 305, City Hall 

Dear Tom: 

ROOM 240, CITY HALL 

LOS ANGELES , CALIF. 90012 

48S -3 671-LOS ANGELES 
989-8503-VAN NUYS 

I am hopeful that, after you have had the opportunity to 
review the attached documentation written on behalf of one 
of my constituents , Mr. Lester Lipman Weinstock, you may 
feel motivated to add your name to those who have chosen 
to support his cause. 

Should you desire to do so, Mr. Weinstock has respectfully 
requested that such communication be forwarded directly to 
his residence at 7130 Fulton Avenue, Apt. #6, North Hollywood, 
California 91605. 

Any assistance you may be able to render in this matter 
would be deeply appreciated. 

EB :dbg 
Attach. 

cc: _/},1r. Lester L. Weinstock 

Sincerely, 

ERNANI BERNARDI 
Councilman, Seventh District 
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A D M INISTR A TIV E ASS IS T ANTS : 

SA N D Y M ILL E R Sena tor 
JOE A NTHON Y 

V ICTORIA B IASTR E 

F I E L D RE PR E S ENTA T IVE S 

LARAIN E E L PE R N 

JAM ES R O B INSON • 

ALAN ROBBINS 
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H Y RA PPAPORT 
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CO STITU E N T CASEWORK ER: 

B RUC E W HI DDE N 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 

Representing the 
San Fern a ndo Valley 

Federal Republi c of West Germany 
c/o Ambassador Peter Hermes 
4645 Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

Dear Chancellor Kohl : 

April 26, 1983 

C O MM ITT EES: 

INS U RANCE . C L AIMS AND 

INDEMNITY 

C H A IR M AN 

F INANCE 

TRANSPORT A T ION 

G O V ERNMENTAL O RGAN IZATION 

B ANK ING A ND C OMM ERC E 

E L ECTIONS A ND R E A PPORTION M E NT 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON GOV ERNMENTA L E F F IC IENCY 

C HAIRMA N 

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Lester Weinstock. Mr. Weinstock 
resides within my senatorial district, and over the past years 
I have come to know him quite well. 

Mr. Weinstock is seeking r emuneration for the Holocaust, the 
t ragedy which destroyed his family. All of Mr. Weinstock's 
immediate family and relatives were killed by the Nazis. The 
sole .descendant able to make claims on their behalf is Lester 
We i nstock. 

Mr. Weinstock met with Mr. Heinz F. Lewalter, Consulate Gen­
e ra l of t he Federal Republic of West Germany on July 16, 1982. 
At that time he was led to believe that a solution could be 
reac he d . Unfortunately , we have now received information 
that thi s is no longer the case. 

Mr . Weinstock a pproached the West Germa n go v e rnment many 
years ago, but wa s told to provide more doc umentation rela­
t ive to his family' s demi s e . Now that h e has finally been 
able to obtain these fac t s, he is being t urn ed away. 

We would appreciate it if you would review Mr. Weinstock's 
case ~nd s e e to it that justice is done. Mr. Weinstock's 
friend s wil l not rest peacefully until a solution is reached. 

My best regards. 

Sincerely, 

ALAN ROBBINS 

AR:LARN:ah 
cc: Lester Weinstock 
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Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
Federal Republic of Germany 
5300 Bonn 
West Germany 

Dear Chancellor Schmidt: 

December 18 , 1979 

As Mr. Lester Weinstock's California state representative, 
I want to add my own personal concerns regarding Mr. 
Weinstock's claims. Twice in recent years, Mr. Weinstock's 
claims for compensation for the deaths of his family mem­
bers at the hands of the Nazis have been denied, as the 
West German government has set an arbitrary closing date 
for claims. 

I would ask you to reconsider this ruling, for Mr. Weinstock 
and for countless other victims and survivors of the Holo­
caust. Por 'th~ West German government to stop arbitrarily 
the payment of "restitution to those victims of the Nazi 
horrors would ~eem to be unfair. 

I know that all Americans hold the current West German gov­
ernment in great esteem for its efforts to atone for the 
Nazi era. In that spirit of atonement, I would hope that 
the West German government would continue its act of con­
science in considering the claims of Mr. Weinstock and the 
many other uncompensated victims of the Holocaust. 

My best regards. 

Sincerely, 

~uUL-: 
ALAN ROBBINS 

AR:JH: jr 
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Senator 

ALAN ROBBINS 
Representing the 

San Fernando Valley 

July 19, 1976 

Senator Alan Cranston 
452 Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Alan: 
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Enclosed is a copy of a recent letter which I received 
from Mr. Lester Weinstock of North Hollywood. 

I would greatly appreciate any assistance or information 
which you could offer Mr. Weinstock in the matter of his 
claim for compensation for the deaths of his family during 
World War II. 

Due to the length of time which has passed since Mr. Weinstock 
first filed his . claim with the government, I feel that this 
is an urgent ma'tter which dese-rves prompt consideration. 

Kind regards. 

AR:rs 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

ALAN ROBBINS 

cc: Congressman James c. Corman 
Lester Lipman Weinstock 
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CITY HALL 

LOS ANGELES, CALa,QANl4 90011 

(Ill) 48■ •JJII 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

January 8, 1981 

The Honorable Helmut Schmidt 
Chancellor, Federal Republic of Germany 
5300 Bonn 
West Germany 

Dear Chancellor Schmidt: 

TOM BRADLEY 

The enclosed letters relative to the request of Mr. Lester 
Weinstock for an appeal on his claim for restitution for 
the death of his family members during World War II. 

I wrote to you on his behalf on January 20, 1980 and hope 
the material attached will help in putting the case in 
focus, as requested by Mr. Weinstock. 

Your person.al attention to this matter would be greatly 
appreciatedj. 

TB/fa 

Enc. 

Sincerely, 

TOM BRADLEY 
Mayor 

• 
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MtKE CuRe 
~ tCUTENANTOOVC"NO~ 

August 11, 1980 

~htft of <!Jalif ornia 
<@ffirt of Urt Jirnftmmt <5ottn-no-r 

Honorable Helmut Schmidt, Chancellor 
Federal Republic of West Germany 
Bonn, West Germany 

Dear Chancellor Schmidt: 

STATE CAPITOi. 
SACRAMENTO , CA Q!58l4 

I hereby join with other United States' officials in 
support of the efforts of Mr. Lester Lipman Weinstock. 

<: Mr.- We inst·ock • has submitted a claim to the German 
Government for compensationn of the tragic loss of 

q s~wen family members to the Nazi Regime. 

I respectfully request that your government carefully 
review Mr. Weinstock's case on humanitarian grounds, 
and offer proper restitution. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

!i1. 
MIKE CURB 

MC:nh 

cc: /senator Robbins 
Assemblyman Bane 

l 
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October 21, 1983 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are recently informed that the case of 
Lester Lipman Weinstock and his many appeals 
to the Federal Republic of Germany for restitu­
tion has been referred to the United States 
Department of State. 

We are vitally interested that the cause of 
justice, humanity and civil rights be upheld. 
We, therefore, add our appeal for action in 
this matter. 

We have been pleased with the emphasis of this 
Administration in the area of civil rights and 
do, hereby, feel assured that you will pursue 
this matter of inequity to its just conclusion. 

Sincerely, 

~~J_~ 
Daniel Goldberg, Th.D. 
Western Regional Director 

DG/tac 

DANIEL OOLDB! RQ 
WHlefn R,glonal Dlrec:tOf 

l 

I 



REF; Ca.se­
W~edergutmachung; 

L(!!:-ster. Lipman Weinstock 

7"1,3Q FuJLton Av. # 6 
North Ho:11.ywoo.d, Ca 91605 

II ·64r WGA 45/71 
II ( 146; WGK ) 54 WGA 45/1t (200/72) · 

HOLOCABST ~1CTIMS -----

Mo.she (Morris) Weinsta-ck 

Rachel Weinstock 

* 
R.ela La.aka 

Meyer Laski 

Elunia Laska 

Jadzia Laska 

* 
Mania Grabinska 

Raf cia Gra b..inski 

Estu.sia Grahinska 

My Father 

My Mother 

My Sister 

My Brotheinlaw 

My Sist.er' s Daughter 

My Sist.er' s, Daug):lter 

Mr Si st.er' 

My Brothemnlaw 

My Sister's. DaMter 

l~ f1-f~~ tS}L>-~t~ 
Lester Lipman Weinstock 

I,; 



f Lester Lipman Weinstock 
· 7,13G" FuJ ton Av. #6 
North Hollywood,Ca 91605 

( 818 ) 7 6 4 - 3 4 8 7 

Jan 16, 198 4 

Re:!; Case-
~ Wiedergutmachung1 

·-~ # 6~ WGA 55 /71 
I (t46 WGK) 54 WGA 45/71 (200/72) 

The :President; 
The Wb.1 te Hous.e 

k· Washington,D.C. 20520 

i . 
? Dear Mr President; 

·;: 
The world knows that you are the champion of Human rights so that is 
why I am writing to you to help me in my case with the W. German 
GoTernment. •. I am writing to you pertaining to my e·laim which i filed 
almost 12 Yrs ago,. 

, The W.German GoTernment does ndt recognize my claim as being Talid and 
~ they refused to compensate me for the murder of nine members of my 
~ family during world war 2. . 

,. I ha Te written to former Chancellor Helm~t Shmidt and Chancellor Helmut 
" ' Kohl. Neither one would help me to obtain Justice fbr the loss of my 

~-

family. 

~tone timB I was informed by a staff member of the German Consulate 
in L.A. that if I want compensation for their <!:Time, I should apply to 
my GoTernment since the U.S. has frozen German assets from world war 2 
and they could help me to get paid out of these funds. 

Mr.President, I am in the United States since 1938 and I am an American 
citizen. If you wish more infbrmation about my case your office can 
obtain the files from Senator Alan Cranston, in Washington and Rep.Howard 
L.Berman, and Calif.State Senator Alan Robbins. 

I expect help from you Mr.President in this Humanitarian Cause. 

Sincerely Yours 

Inc/llw 

-~~ 
~\i· ., 

\ 



Leater Lipman Weinstock 
71 }O Fulton Av #6 
North Kollywood, Ca 91605 

Ref; 51~- 552- WG- 2209 

May 30,1983 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
Fe&eral R~public of West Germany 
% Ambassador Peter Hermes 
4645 Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, n.c. 20007 

Dea~ Chancellor Kohl; 

I am writing to you ror the second time while you are 
in the U:ni t.edJ Stat.es concernipg com.pansation to my case 
and no reply received from you Mr.Chancellor. 
We all know your Nation is responsible for the crimes 
commit.t.-ed by the Nazis of killing my entire family. 
I will not rest peacefully until a aolution is reacheid. 
by you. 

My personal r ·ee:ling is that you will se-e> justic-e is done. 
Its up to you Mr.Chancellor to bring my 11 yea.rs case 
to) a end with justice. 

Your at:ten:tion to this matter would be great.ly appreciated. 

Very Truly Yours; 

P.S. 
A copy of this letter will be send to 
President Ronald Reagon for the first 
tinte. 

-



Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
Ambassador Peter Hermes 
West Germany .. 

464~ Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, n.c. 20007 

April 16, 1983 

Re; Lester Lipman Weinstock 
case #51,4-552-WG- 2209 

The Hon.Helmut Kohl. 

Lester Lipman Weinstock 
7t3b Fulton Av. #6 
North Holl:wwood,Ca 91605 

I am writing in regard to my case. I know that all Americans hold 
the current W.Germany in great esteem for its efforts to atone for 
the Nazi era. 

In that s;piri t of atonement, l would hope that you Chance1lo,r as 
an act o-f conscience consider my C'laim and bring an honorable: 
close, with justice, which the f~rmer Chancellor Helmut Schmitd 

·failed to do so, because he refus·ed to recognize the crimes committed 
.by the Nazis aga1nst my entire family. 

The former Chanc·elib..or could not judige my case with honor because 
as a Wehrmacht offic·er in World War 2, he had never abandoned his 
oath of loyalty tD ~.Hitler. 
Its up to you Chancellor to take steps necessary to resolve· thjjs 
matter and promote justice to the 11 year case. 
Your personal attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

Sinc·erly; 

~-~-~--~~.A 
Lester Li~;;:J" We:insto-ck 

Inc/ 
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~ ·irh.e fo.11,owing list of letters represents gre-at c0ncern over 22 
Constituets in the State Of California, to see Justice be done. 

********* 

]. .. United State Senator Alan. Cranston 

2 • , , , , , , I. s. Hayakawa 

3 • Congress: of the u. s .. James c. Corman 

~ • Lt. Gov. State of Calif. Mike. Curb 

5 • State Senator , , , , Alan. Robbins 

6 • Speaker of the Assembly Leo '.l , McCarthy 

7 • Stat.e Assembly Tom. Bane 

8 • Mayor of Los Angeles Tom. Bradley 

9 • City Council Ernani B:ernardi 

****** 

10. Archbishop of Los Angeles 

11. • Saint Jane Frances Catholic ' 

12. Saint Anne's Catholic Church 

Timothy Cardinal Manning 

· Rev. Ronald A. Oakham, Father 

Rev Alan. W. Nagle Father 

13. Presbyterian Church Robert Scott, Pastor 

1~. Sun Valley Methodist Church Neal Keller •• • • 

15. Lutheran · Church Tom Larson •• • • 

16. First Christian Church Ed. Valentine •• • • 
17. Valley Lutheran Church David.Blakely •• •• 

18. Internation Church Council D. Blakely President 

2'0 Wilshire Temple Reform Alfred Wolf Rabbi 
• 

21 Valey Beth Israel conservative M.Rubinstein •• • 

22 • West Cocmst Chabad Orthodox J.B.Gordon • • 

23 American Board of Mission Coordinator Ruth Wardell. 
• 

***** 

24. 

25. 

26. 

Jewish Federation Counc-il of Calif. 

B'nai B'rith Los Angeles 

Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust 

Murray Wood,Dir. 

L.A.Rosenfield Pres. 

Abraham Cooper Dean . 

/ 
/ 



Helmut gets rapped 
Tel Aviv (Special) - The feud between 

Prime Minister .Menachem Begin and West 
German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt took 
on personal overtones last week when Mr. 
Begin said Schmidt "rc,mained faithful to 
Hitler until the end" of World Warn. 

In an interview carried over Israel Radio, 
Begin said he had no way of knowing what 
the chancellor had done to Jews while 
serving in Germany's eastern front during 
the war, but added: "All I know is that he 
was in the army that received an order from 
(Field Marshall Wilhelm) Keital that when 
forces enter a city to kill Jews, the army docs 
not kill the Jews directly but surrounds the 
city completely and maintains order until the 
forces finish the job." 

Begin said he did not know if Schmidt had 
been a member of the Nazi Party, but said: 
"He was a good officer, a good fighter in the 
German army until he was taken prisoner by 
the British. 

"He never broke-his oath of allepance to 
Adolf Hitler." · 

Begin lost his parents in a German death 
camp. 

The feud opened following Schmidt's 
recent attempts to lead the European 
Economic Community into backing a 
Palestinian Arab state. 

Begin responded by condemning 
Schmidt's alleged la.ck of repentance toward 
the Jews following the Holocaust. He also 
said he held the entire German people 
responsible for the tragedy. 

The West German government called the 
Begin charges "an insult." 



The BULLETIN 

Schmidt 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Begin also implied · that i 
Schmidt may have been a Nazi 1 
and claimed that in ant event, as 1· 
a Wehrmacht officer in World 
War II, he had° never abandoned 
his oath ofloyalty to Hitler. Begin I 
claimed the German nation i 
"applauded" the slaughter of Jews I 
when Germany was victorious. i 

Schmidt's remarks on the I 
Palestinians and the PLO were : 
also sharply criticized by Presi- ; 
dent Yitzhak Navon of Israel and : 
by Foreign Minister Yitzhak : 
Shamir, hut in more temperate , 
language. 

Schmidt's only reply was to cau­
tion his critics to "beware of get-' 
ting excited . Let us beware of 
exaggerated polemics but let us 
also beware of dangerous 
simplifications," he said. 

Bonn government spokesman 
Kurt Becker refused to comment 
on t_he r1:mar~~ by ½raeli leaders , 



ll~di:L i:Oi)d~ I 
· Schmidt did not re"rer directly to· 

the accusations .hurled at him by 

But Begin saved his heaviest at­
tack fOl' West German Chancellor 
SchmidL Stopping just short of call­
ing Schmidt a Nazi war criminal. 
Begin said. "He never broke his 
oath of loyalty ( as a German army 
officer) to the fuehrer, Adolf Hitler. 
And he fought on the Eastern 
FronL I don 'l know what he did 
with the Jews on the Eastern Front. 
No one can know. The Jews were 
mainly liquidated on th~ Eastern 
FronL" 



Menache01 Begin's ~esoo~sc to , Germap Chan­
cellor Helmut Schmidt had been an active nazi. 
The charge was of course not just unfounded and 
ridiculous, it was completelv. deeply and 
. Our JCNS writer, Yoram Kessel, comes up 
with the i:easons for Mr. Begin's sharp·response 
to Schmidt. Nowhere in the lit~rature ofthis inci­
dent did Mr. Begin suggest that Schmidt was an 
active· nazi. The Prime Minister noted that 
Schmidt was with an army that protected_the­
nazis, that surrounded the hovels of the Jews, that 
knew what was happening and did not revolt 

. against the most heinous crimes iri the history of 
mankind. ; 



Israeli Premier Attacks 
TEL A VIV U,-Prime Minister 

Menachem Begin leveled a harsh 
attack Sunday on France and West 
Germany for their supP.(>rt of Pales­
tinian rights, and he accused Ger­
many of shrugging off Its Nazi past. 

In an impassioned speech to his 
political organization, Begin said 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt "has already seen how the 
people of Israel faced doom. He 
aerved tn the army that would sur­
round the towns until the work wu 
fmiahed by the d~" 

The einsatzgruppen wen · Nazi 
units assigned to exterminate the 
Jews of towns and villages u they 
were occupied by the Gennan army 
during World War II. ~dt 

serv 
ene 



REF; Ca.se­
W~edergutmac~u.ng; 

II ·64 WGA 45/11 

Lester Lipman Weinstock -- -
7t3Q, FuJLton Av. # 6 
North Hollywood, Ca 91605 

ti ( 146. WGK. ) 54 WGA 45/711 (200/72 ) · 

HOLOCABST · V:ICTIMS 

Mosfue. (Morris) Weinstock 

Rachel · Weins to ck 

* 
Rela Laska 
Meyer Las:ki, 
Elunia Laska 
Jadzia Laska 

* 
Mania Grabinska 
Rafcia Grabinski 

Est.usia Grabinska 

= 9_= _of_mi_Famili murdered 

My Father 
My Mother 

My Sister 
My Brotheinlaw 
My Sister's Daughter 
My Sist.er' s, Daugllter 

Ms Sist.er' 
My Brothelrinlaw 
My Sister's Daooter 

J:....,J:i,.:, ~ .... ~ ,W,.;. ;:;.,.:t~ 
Lester Lipman Weinstock 

I 





j MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PETER R. SOMMER~~ 

Meeting with Genscher 
. ... 

May 

3590 

~g?/tJtJ 
&; tJ S' /- tJ ~ 

4, 1984 

/ /otJt17-~I 
l~t: t'tPt - / :t.· 

German Foreign Minister Genscher has asked to meet briefly 
w1 tfi""you, as wen as with the President. After talking with 
Wilma, there appears to be time on your calendar immediately 
following the meeting with the President. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you meet with Genscher from 4:25 - 4:45 p.m. on Monday, 
May 7, 1984. 

Approve~ Disapprove ----

■ 



Dep. Exec. Sec'y 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

I = Information 

cc: VP 

COMMENTS 

.. ._;-;- ;;:-_ vv•1-t 
National Security Council 

The White House 

114-o 

System # -r _ __,,,. _____ _ 
• f Package # _'3_S_c_=t 1_) __ _ 

All : S 6 
SEQUENCE TO 

I 

... 
L,/" 

'i 

R= Retain 

l\ ~o 

HAS SEEN 
·/ 

DISPOSITION 

\(_ 

\ 

D= Dispatch N = No further Action 

Deaver Other __________ _ 

Should be seen by: _________ _ 
(Date/Time) 



... 
,.; I /' l Ci 



_. __ ... 

NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED 

TO MCFARLANE FROM SOMMER 

ID 8403590 

RECEIVED 04 MAY 84 15 

DOCDATE 04 MAY 84 

KEYWORDS GERMANY FR 

SUBJECT : MTG W/ GENSCHER 7 MAY 

ACTION: FOR DECISION 

COMMENTS 

REF 

FOR ACTION 

MCFARLANE 

AM GENSCHER, HANS D 

DUE: 04 MAY 84 STATUS X FILES WH 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 

NSCIFID ( CL 

ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED UE COPIES TO 

(_ MAY 04 1984 (U, f5~ 
- - - - - - -- - ----1,-~~=~--===-=-~¥-1<4L-.J"--=""-- ---- _ _, ______ _ 

- --- - -- ---

DISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE -w H 



3 



. . 

/7 'MEMORANDUM 

111 
TB 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 2] r .1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILMA HALL 

FROM: PETER R. SOMMER f .tP--
SUBJECT: New German Ambassador 

Since we will not be able to arrange an appointment with Bud 
for the new German Ambassador, Gunther van Well, before Bud 
departs for California, I renew the reques~ see NSC Log 5575) 
for September. In short, I hope Bud can fit van Well in 
sometime during the first or second week of September. 

Thank you. 

cc: Bob Kimmitt 

-



5575 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION July19, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PETER R. SOMMER fJJ>-
New German Ambassador Request for An 
Appointment 

Gunther van Well, the new German Ambassador, has asked for an 
introductory meeting with you. You met him briefly when 
Woerner called on the President. van Well has not yet 
presented his credentials, but he has paid his official calls 
at State. 

van Well has been the German Ambassador to the UN for the past 
three years. Prior to that he was the State Secretary at the 
Foreign office -- the top career position. He has wide 
experience, and when last in Bonn, focused on East-West 
relations. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you meet with him, if possible, before your departure to 
California, i.e., sometime during the week of July 23. 

Approve --- Other ----

I 
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