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MEMORANDUM ~TOP SECRET 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

.JPOP SECRE'f April 30, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK ~ 

FROM: JAME~ M. RENTSCHLE~ i -~ ..:__ 

SUBJECT: Follow- Up to April 30 NSC on South 
Atlantic Crisis 

3082 

Per John Poindexter's guidance, your memo to NSC principals 
(Tab I) provides a draft NSDD for their review and concurrence 
covering the actions which the President took during this 
morning's NSC meeting on the South Atlantic crisis. Following 
receipt of any recommended modifications, the NSDD can be 
done up in final for the President's signature. 
Roger Fontaine concurs. 
RECOMMENDATION: 

YES NO 

That you sign the draft NSDD memo at Tab I . 

Tab I 
Tab II 

...'I'OP SECRET 

. Meno to Cabinet Members 
Draft NSDD 

Review on 4/30/88 

DEClASSIFIED 
Sec.3.4(b), E.O. 12958, as amended 

rv ite ousa Guid Hnes, Sept. 11, 2006 
BY AP ,_, DAT i 'Z. 



T HE WHIT E H OUSE 

WA S HIN GTO N 

'!I!Ol? SECRET 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE HONORABLE DONALD T. REGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

THE HONORABLE CASPAR W. WEINBERGER 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THE HONORABLE MALCOLM BALDRIGE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

THE HONORABLE DAVID A. STOCKMAN 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM J. CASEY 
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

THE HONORABLE JEANE J. KIRKPATRICK 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL DAVID C. JONES 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

Draft NSDD on South Atlantic Crisis 

Please review the attached draft National Security Decision 
Directive which reflects t he Presidential actions taken during 
the April 30 NSC on the South Atlantic crisis. I will appreciate 
receiving whatever language modifications you feel required 
b y no later than. OOB on Monday, May 3. Once you have reviewed 
and concurred with the draft, it will be finalized for 
Presidential signature. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Attachment: 

Draft NSDD 

Rev iew on 4/ 30 / 88 

William P. Clark 

TOP SECPET 

DECLASSIFIED 
Sec.3.4(b), E.O. 120..58, as amended 

Vh1 liousa Gulde!inss, Sept. 11. 2008 
YNA --~,DATE I t.. z.. 
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TOP SECRET 
MEMORANDUM 3082 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

-4'0P SECRE~/SENSITIVE April 30, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHAEL WHEELER . '1 ·Y 
JAME~~~CHLER/ ROGER ';6NTAINE 

Follow-Up to NSC on South Atlantic Crisis 

Your memo to the indicated Cabinet addressees (Tab I) 
provides a draft verbatim of the Friday, April 30 NSC 
meeting on the South Atlantic crisis for their review 
and concurrence. The memo incorporates the text of the 
agreed press statement which State scheduled for release 
at 11:30 a.m. after the meeting (Tab A) and a more detailed 
summary of the Presidential actions reflected in the press 
statement (Tab B). 

RECOMMENDATION: 

YES NO 

That you sign the memo to the addressees 
(April 30 NSC principals) at Tab I 

Tab I 
Tab A 
Tab B 

Memo to Cabinet Members 
Press Statement 
More Detailed Press Statement 

r;FOP SECRE'f';'SENSITIVE 
Review on 4/30/88 TOP SECRET DECIASSIFIED 

Sec.3.4(b), E.O. 12958, as amended 
White House Guidelines, Sept. 11, 2008 

BYNA _ ........,_..DATE z-:,. 2012. 



TOP SECRET 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~OP ~~CRET/SENSITIVE 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE HONORABLE CASPAR W. WEINBERGER 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM J. CASEY 
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

THE HONORABLE JEANE J. KIRKPATRICK 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL DAVID C. JONES 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

Follow-Up to NSC on South Atlantic Crisis 

3082 

Attached for your review and concurrence is a draft version 
of the minutes summarizing the Friday, April 30 NSC meeting 
on the South Atlantic crisis. Please note that this verbat~m 
incorporates the agreed-upon text of the press .statement 
which State was to issue at 11:30 a.m. on April 30 (Tab A) 
and a more detailed checklist of actions which the President 
has taken and which are reflected in the press statement 
(Tab B) . 

I would be grateful if you could let me have without delay 
any recommended modifications you feel the draft record 
should contain. It goes without saying that this material 
should be treated on an exceptionally close-hold basis. 

William P. Clark 

cc: Edwin Meese 
James Baker 
Michael Deaver 
William Schneider 

~OP SECRET1SENSITIVE 
Review on 4/30/88 -TOP SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 
Sec.3A(b), E.O. 12958, as amended 

Wh'.!o House Guidelines, Sept 11, 2006 
BY A Vl..,,::~ "'---l'DATE..01/tl/2012. 
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V I 
PRESS !STATEMEN 

THE ~6NORABLE. 
ALEXANDE M. HAIG JR. 

I . ----
" . 

THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, CRISIS I ABOUT TO ENTER. A:NEW 
I . 

-------

AND DANGEROUS PHASEJ. IN/ WHICH L RGE-~CALE MilITARY · ACTION. 
I 

IS LIKELY. I WOULD u 11

E TO BRI )~G YOU UP TO DATE ON WHAT 

WE HAVE DONE J AND HHY J AND v!HAT WE MlfST NOW DO. · 

WE HAVE MADE A DEi ERMINED ~FFORI TO RESTORE PEACE _ 

THROUGH IMPWiENTAT roJ OF UN sHcuRITY COUNCIL RESOlUT!Off 
i i 

502, THAT RESOLUTION /CALLS FOR:· 
, I I , 

AN END To HO~TILITIEsl 
I 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF ARG NTINE FORCES FROM ·THE 
I 

I I $LANDS; A_ND I . . . . 
-- A DI p LOMA TI d SETTLEMJNT OF THE FUNDAMENT Al DISPUTE' 

I . 
THE UNITED STAT~S MADE TIS EXTRAORDINARY EFFORT 

i 
! 

BECAUSE THE STAKES I~ HUMAN YVES AND INTERNATIONAL ORDER 
i I • 

REQU I RED IT • FROM T1liE OUTSE1~ THE UNITED STATES. HAS BEEN 
I I .. . 

GUIDED BY -THE BASIC ;PRINCIPLE OF THE RULE OF LAW AND THE 
: I . . 

PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT ;OF DISPUTES. THE COLLAPSE ·oF THAT 
i I 
I ; 
I I 
I I 

' 

. . , .. 

I 
. ' 

. -
' 



--- . . - . ··-~·- --.. ..... , -· 

' ' . 

. I 

I 
PRINCIPLE COULD ONLY Bf ING CHAOS AND SUFFERING. 

! ' ' 
WE ALSO MADE THIS EFFORT BECAUSE THE CRISIS RAISED 
. -- ·' 

VITAL ISSUES OF HEMISP:HERIC SO !DARITY AT A. TIME ~iHEN 
! 

I . I . , 
, con~.uN I ST ADVERSAR I ~s :sEEK POTIONS OF INFLUENC~ •. ON THE 

i"iAINLAND OF THE A/'rERl qAs AND L1TENT TERRITORIAL ]JISPUTES 

IN MUCH OF THE HEM] SP JERE CALL I FOR UN !TY AND THE RESOLUTE 
I I 

DEFENSE OF PRINCIPLE. / 
I 
I 
l , • i . 

WE ACTED AS WELL IBECAUSE THE UNITED STATES HAS THE 
. : ! I 

I : . , 
' . 

CONFIDENCE OF THE PAR11ES. THf UNITED KINGDOM I~ OUR: 

CLOSEST ALLYJ AND PRI~E MINIST~R THAiCHER'S GOVERNMENT 
I 

I . . 
LOOKED TO US TO PURSUE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION·.· WE HAVE 

! I . 
. : ! ' ·; .. 

. ALSO RECENTLY DEVELOP:o A BETTf R RELATIONSHIP w1:fl • 

.·- -·-.--~1,1 .. •, ;. •, 

ARGENTINA, AS PART OF JOUR SUCC,SS IN REVITALIZING THE 

COMMUN !TY OF AMER I CAN: STATES. I PRESIDENT GALTIERi ALS0° 

REQUESTED OUR INVOLVEMENT, 
i . • . 

UNDER THE nrr.::710N OF p ESIDEtJT .. RiAGAN·~_ ... i .PAR.ric'i°PATED 
' . 

IN MANY DAYS OF INTENSE DISCUSrSION HITH THE PARTIES -- IN 

2 



3 

I 

SEARCH OF A FRAMEHORKl1 FOR IMPL MENTING UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
I . 

RESOLUTION 502. , OUR aNiiIAl AIT M WAS TO CLARIFY THE POSlTlON 
: I I • 

OF THE PARTJ ES AND TO! OFFER suhGESTIONS ON HOW THosE POSITIONS 

~IGHT BE RECONCILED . . WE TOOK ~O POSITION ON THE.MERITS . 
I , .. . . , I . . . 

OF EITHER THE BRITISH: OR ARGENf INE CLAIMS TO THE ISLANDS. 
I I 

. I I 
i I • 

AS THE PROSPECTS! FOR MORE INTENSE HOSTILITIES AROSE, 
· I I · , I ! . 

WE PUT FORTH AN AMERICAN PROPO~Al, IT REPRESENTED OUR BEST 
I 
i 
I 

EST IM.ti.TE OF HHAT THE Tv:o PART I ES COULD REASONABLY BE 
; i . 

I 

EXPECTED TO ACCEPT.I AND HAS BA~ED SQUARELY ON OUR" OWN 

PRINCIPLES ~.ND CONCERN FOR THE. RULE OF LAW. 
I 

I .. ..... . . 
: i • • 

WE REGARD THIS AS A FAIR AND SOUND PROPOSAL. rr 
I . . 

INVOLVES: A CESSATION OF H0ST:ILITIES; WITHDRAWAL OF 
i 
I 

BOTH ARGENTINE AND BRITISH FORCES; TERMINATr0N OF SANCTIONS; 
I 

I . 
.. - I . , 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A US-UK-ARGENrINE fNTERIM. AUTHOR1TY TO 
I 

MAINTAIN THE AGREEMENT; CONTINUATION OF THE TRADITIONAL ; I . . 
; i .. 

LOCAL ADMINISTRATI0N.1 · WITH ARGENTINE PARTICIPATION; 
! . 
i 

PROCEDURES FOR ENCO URAGING COOPERATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT 



! 

' i 
I 

i 
I 

' 

OF THE ISLANDSJ AND A ,FRN1EHORK FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON A 
' 

fINAL SETTLEMEN1iJ TAKI'.NG INTO ACCOUNT THE INTEREsrs OF. 
i 
I 

· BOTH SIDES AND THE WISHES OF THE INHABITANis; 
! . . 

WE HAD REASON :ro HOPE THAT THE UNITED KJNGDOM WOULD 
. . 

CONSIDER A SE1TLU~E>:T .~LONG TH~ LINES OF OUR. PROPOSAL~·-BUT 

ARGENT u;A- };!-FCE-:~E!: us .. ~~s.r~PDAY . THAT IT COULD NOT ACCEPT 
: I 

! 

IT. ARGENTINA'S POSITION REM~INS THAT IT MUST RECEIVE AN 
i 
i 

ASSURANCE NOH OF EVENTUAL SOV~REIGNTY., OR AN IMMEDIATE 
. i 

i ; . • 
. . . i- f · 

DE FACTO ROLE IN GOVERNING THE ISLANDS WHICH WOULD LEAD 

I 
I 

I 
TO SOVEREIGNTY. 

. l . . " 
FOR ITS PARTJ THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED 

: I . . -
TO AFFIRM THE NEED TO RESPECT: THE VIEWS OF THE INHAS"ITANTS 

' 
I 

I • 
• I 

IN ANY SETTLEMENT. I ' 
. I . 

THE UNJTED ST~jEs HAS THUS FAR REFRAINED FROM ADOPTING 

MEASURES IN RESPciNsJ TO THE JEIZURE OF THE ISLA1ffiS THAT 
l i. · ; ; ; 

COULD HAVE INTERFER~D WITH OOR ABILITY TO WORK .WITH' BOTH 
I 

s rnEs rn iHE stARrn/ FOR PEAcL THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS 

I 



. Sil OWN COMPLETE UNDERS ~AND I NG FOR TH Is POSIT ION : tiow' 

HOWEVER, IN LIGITT OF ~RGENTINA jj S FAILURE TO ACCEPiA 
I , 

- COMPROMISE., WE MUST TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO UNDERSCORE 
· I I 

THAT THE US CANNOT ~NO WILL NOT CONDONE THE USE OF 
I i : ······ · ... 

UNLAWFUL FORCE ro RES
1 

LVE DISP TES. THE PRE.SIDENT HA·s 

THEREFORE ORD~REB: : 

-- THE SUSPENSr OF AL~ MILITARY EXPORTS To 
ARGENT I NA; I I I . 

! I . . ·- ... 
-- THE WITHHOLPING OF C1·RTIFICATION OF ARGENTINE 

I . 
ELIGIBILITY FOR !MILITARY

1
SALES; 

THE susPENs j ON oF NE~ EXPORT- rMPORi BANK cREDrrs 
' I • . J 

AND GUARANTEES; /AND 
I 
I - . . 

-- THE SUSPENSION OF C01MODITY CREDIT CORPORATION. 
I 

GUARANTEES, I 
I . .. . 

THE PRESIDEr,jr HAs ALSO DIRECTED THAT THE tir·lITEB STATES 
i 
I. . , • 

WILL RESPOND POSITIV:ELY TO REQUESTS FOR MATERlE[ SUPPORT : I ··:- . . ... 
I . . . . . 

FOR BRITISH FORCES, THERE WILL., OF COURSE, BE NO DI'RECT 



C 

US MILITARY INV0LVEMEN~. i 

! I . : 

• AMER I CAN POL I CY l·r L CON TliNUE TO BE GUIDED BY OUR 

- CONCERNS FOR THE RULE iOF LAW AND OUR DESIRE TO FACILITATE 
I ! 

AN EARLY AND FAIR SETliLEMENT, /THE UfHTED STATES. REMAINS 
i i 
/ ! 
! : 

READY TO ASSIST THE PARTIES IN !FINDING THAT SETTLEMENT. 
! i 

I i 

A STRICTLY MILITARY OUTCOME CANNOT ENDURE OVER TrME; 
l i 
I I 

IN THE ENDJ THERE WILL HAVE TO! BE A NEGOTift.TED OUTCOMt 
. I I . . . 
ACCEPTABLE TO TH~ INT~RESTED PARTIES, 0THERWISEJ WE 

WILL ALL FACE uNENDIN~ Hosnu~ AND INSECURITY IN rHt 

SOUTH ATLANTIC. 

I 
! 
I 

I 
I 

! 

I 
1 
i 

I , 
I 
I 

I 

. . ./ 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
i 

I 

t) 
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