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Mr . Antonio Monroig 
Wolf , Ar nold & Monroig 
1900 L Street , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Monroig: 

U11itc<l States Department of Sta te 

Wa shington, D.C. 20520 

2 0 1986 

I am replying to your February 14 lette r to President 
Reagan regarding U.S . policy toward recent e vents i n the 
Philippines. 

The U.S . Government maintained strict neutrality in the 
Philippine elections, consistently urging that they be fre e and 
fair. Nevertheless, t he e l ections were marred by wides p read 
f raud and v iolence, and the results were not credib l e to the 
Filipino peo p l e. 

The events f o llowing the elections and leading to the 
trans ition to a new gove r nment in the Philippines are now 
history . The Un i ted States moved quickly to recogni z e the 
Aquino Governme n t. I n a February 25 statement announcing the 
U. S . position, Secretary Shu l tz noted that President Reagan was 
pleased with t he peaceful transition. He characteriz e d recent 
events in the Philippines as " o ne of the most stirring and 
courageous examples o f the democratic process in modern his ­
tory." 

The United States stands ready to assist in Filipino 
e f forts to deal with the problems their country faces . The way 
to restore peace and pro sper i ty has always been t hrough po li t i­
c al, economic, and mi l itary reforms. The country f aces majo r 
economi c and s e curity problems, including a dangerous commu nist 
insurgency. We ar e c o nsu l t i ng with the Aquino Go vernment to 
assess needs and dete rmine how we can be helpful. 

Sin6;;f 
George B. High 

Deputy Assistant Secre tary 
Bureau of Publi c Affairs 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD K. PETERSON ~b'~// 
~e FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN k(; V 
State proposed report on s. 1843, a bill to 
esta13 is a commission to monitor and evaluate 

in the Philippines 

The NSC has reviewed and concurs in the above State proposed 
report. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN 

CHILDRESe_ FROM: DICK 

SUBJECT: State Proposed Report on S. 1843 

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

~and t,4,e concur. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Martin/Peterson Memorandum 
0MB Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Sigur 
Sable 

9572 

December 2, 1985 
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TO: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 10$03 

December 2, 1985 

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 

Legislative Liaison Officer­

National Security Council ✓-

State proposed report on S. 1843, a bill to 
establish a commission to monitor and evaluate 
elections in the Philippines. 

9572 

The Office of Management and Budget requests the views of your 
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship 
to the program of the President, in accordance with 0MB Circular 
A-19. 

A response to this request for your views is needed no later than 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Questions should be referred to sue Thau 
the legislative analys~~ 

Enclosures 
cc: J. Barie 

RONALD K. PETERSON FOR 
Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 

(395-7300), 



oear Mr. Chairman: 

United State, Department of State 

JP ashi"K'Ori. D. C. 20S20 

This is in reply to your request for an Executive Br«nch 
position on Senator Kennedy'• proposed bill S,1843 1 •to 
eataDliah a commi••ion to monitor and evaluate elections in the 
Philippine•.• 

Tb• Executive Branch ~elcomes in principle the sending ot 
U.S. observer• to monitor the proposed preaid•nti&l election in 
the Philippines in early 1986, President Marcos bas indicated 
hia wil!ingn••• to have foreiin observers pr•••nt and we 
beli•v~ they can enh&nce mechanisms aimed at en&uring a free 
and fair election as well aa improve o~, own underatand1ng, 

However, the formation of• formal u.s. comm1 ■■ 1on to 
monitor Philippine election• would not be wall rec•ived in the 
Philippine ■• It would appear patronizing and colonialiatic, no 
matter how well intended. There ia alr•ady a Philippine 
independent citiz•n• 9roup of proven eff•ctivenesa -- the 
National Movement for rr•• Elections (NAMFREL) -- which 
mobilized more than two hundred thousand concerned citiz•na to 
monitor the 1984 parliamentary electiona. A■ a reault thoae 
were the faireat in the Philippines in recent memory. Since 
there are more than 90 1 000 pollin; places in the tortncorning 
election, no outaide group could hope to be aa affective as can 
NAMFREL if that organization ia permitted to function fr•ely, 

Furthermore, it ia our view that coneideraola effort would 
have to be brought to bear in th• Philippines to win acceptance 
of a formal forei9n monitoring organization. If the propoaed 
bill ia paa■ ed, we would thus be uain9 capital to win 
acceptance of the monitor ■ which we believe at tnia juncture 
ahould be devoted to the key atructural iasuea which will do 
much to determine the ultimate fairneaa and crediDility of the 
elections. If NAMPREL functions effectively, and informal 
election observer• aupplement our own diplomatic efforca and 
the •xpectedly intena• media attention, we believe that wa will 
have a aound ba■ ia for lUdging tn• credibility of the 
election,. 

Therefore, the Executive Branch oppoaea s.1843, I ahall 
keep in close touch aa the aituation evolves in the 
Philippines, particularly with regard to our recommendation 
whether th• congreae ahould aend obaervere to the election in 
ra ■pon■ e to President Marcos' invitation. 

Th• Honorable 
Richard G. LU~ar, 

Chairman, 
committee on Foreign Relationa 

United Statea Senate. 
I ILJ .,...-,-, I I ,.-. I LJ 1 r'"' 



The Office of Hanagement and Budget adviaea that from tne 
atandpoint of the Admini ■tration•s program there ia no 
Objection to the eubmiaaion of this report. 

With beat wishes. 

Sincerely, 

William L. Ball, III 
A■■ i ■ tant secretary 

L•;i ■ lative and Intergovernmental Affaira 

------- £00 
6! :ct 



99TH co GRESS 
1ST ESSIO T S.1843 

To e tablish a commission to monitor and evaluate elections in the Philippines. 

THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

OVE iBER 7 Oegislative day, NOVEMBER 4), 1985 

Il 

Mr. KE~~"EDY introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations 

A BILL 
To establish a com.mis ion to monitor and evaluate elections in 

the Philippines. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 lives of the United tales of America in Congress assembled, 

3 FINDINGS 

4 SECTION 1 (a) The Congre s finds that-

5 (1) the Government of the Republic of the Philip-

6 pines has announced its intention to hold elections in 

7 early 1986; 

8 (2) it is m the security interests of the United 

9 States as well as in the interests of the people of the 

10 Philippines to encourage free and fair elections and a 

11 return to democracy in that country; 



2 

1 (3) it is essential for the Congress, determining 

2 future aid levels to the Philippines, to know whether 

3 these elections are free, fair, open, and honest; and 

4 (4) section 116(e) of the Foreign Assistance .Act 

5 of 1961 authorizes and encourages the President to use 

6 not less than $3,000,000 for openly carrying out pro-

7 grams and activities to encourage or promote increased 

8 adherence to civil and political rights, as set forth in 

9 the Universal Declaration of Human rights, in coun-

10 tries currently eligible for assistance. 

11 ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTION COMMISSION 

12 EC. 2 (a) There is established a United States Commis-

13 ion on Elections in the Philippines (hereafter in this bill re-

14 ferred to as the "commission") to observe and monitor elec-

15 tion in the Philippines. The commission shall be composed of 

16 members having experience in the monitoring of elections, 

17 knowledge and understanding of international human rights, 

18 and knowledge of the Philippines; 

19 (b) No member of the commission shall be a Member of 

20 the Congress or the executive branch of the Federal Govern-

21 ment; and 

22 (c) The commission shall consist of six members appoint-

23 ed as follows-

24 (1) two individuals appointed by the Senate in 

25 consultation with the majority and minority leaders of 

26 the Senate; 

S 1843 IS 
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1 (2) two individuals appointed by the House of 

2 Representatives in consultation with the Speaker and 

3 minority leader of the House of Representatives; 

4 (3) two individuals appointed by the President, 

5 one of whom shall be designated by the President as 

6 chairperson of the commission; and 

7 (d) The members of the commission are encouraged to 

8 monitor as many polling places as feasible on the day of any 

9 election. 

10 (e) The commission may employ and fix the compensa-

11 tion of such staff as it may require. Funds authorized to be 

12 available under section 116(e)(l) of the Foreign Assistance 

13 Act of 1961 ma be aYailable for the necessary expenses of 

14 the commission. 

15 REPORTS OF THE COMMISSION 

16 SEC. 3(a) Not later than thirty days after the appoint-

17 ment of its members, the commission shall submit to the Con-

18 gress a report setting forth its preliminary findings regarding 

19 the electoral process in the Philippines and assessing-

20 (1) the .existence of an objective election commit-

21 tee accredited by the Government of the Philippines to 

22 oversee and direct the elections; 

23 (2) the capacity and willingness of the Philippine 

24 Armed Forces to enforce the election process in a fair 

25 and objective manner; and 

S 1843 IS 
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1 (3) the access of all political parties and candi-

2 dates to the media, including print, radio, and televi-

3 sion; and 

4 (4) an assessment of the ability of parties and 

5 nonpartisan groups to monitor the balloting in all re-

6 gions of the country. 

7 (b) ot later than thirty days after the date of any elec-

8 tion in the Philippines, the commission shall submit to the 

9 ongres a report evaluating, with respect to such election-

10 (1) the integrity of the ballot process, including 

11 whether the candidate or party that received the pro-

12 portion of the vote prescribed by law was permitted to 

13 as ume office and power; 

14 (2) the abilit of all the citizens of the Philippines 

15 to participate in the political process, including their 

16 right to a secre vote and their right to be elected to 

17 office; and 

18 (3) the respect for the rights of freedom of expres-

19 sion, freedom of association, and freedom of assembly 

20 during the campaign, including-

21 (A) whether the campaign period was ade-

22 quate to permit political organizing and campaign-

23 ing and to inform citizens about the candidates 

24 and issues; and 

S 1843 IS 
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1 (B) the access of all parties to the media, in-

2 eluding print, radio, and television, and citizens' 

3 ability to receive such information from the media. 

4 (4) the role of the accredited election committee 

5 and its performance m overseeing and directing the 

6 elections; and 

7 (5) the effectiveness and fairness of the role of the 

8 armed forces in the electoral process. 

0 

S 1843 IS 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

January 23, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE ~ -

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTI~ 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Quasha 

0471 

w. ·,//1~ 
We recommend no re 1 --== - Mr. Quash~~ 
His observations are quite sensitive and he has indicated his ~ Ji 
desire to maintain anonymity. During the period leading up to 
the election, any reply that might leak has a high probability 
of being misconstrued. 

Attachment 

Tab A 12/20/85 Letter from Quasha to the President 



NJ\TIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 23, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE ""',), 

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTI~ 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Quasha 

0471 

We recommend no reply be sent to the letter from Mr. Quasha. 
His observations are quite sensitive and he has indicated his 
desire to maintain anonymity. During the period leading up to 
the election, any reply that might leak has a high probability 
of being misconstrued. 

Attachment 

Tab A 12/20/85 Letter from Quasha to the President 

.if)J)m~· ab~ 
~ ~ wJJ ~ Lo-ft (IJ4L ~ ,J}=-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

ACTIO 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN 

CHILDRES~ 

Letter to the President 

FROM: DICK 

SUBJECT: 

January 21, 1986 

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I to Kathy Osborne. 
6&' ~ 

Sigur, McDaniel (telephonic) concur. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab I Martin/Osborne Memorandum 
Tab A Quasha 12/20/85 Letter to the President 

Tab II NSC Staffing Note 

cc: Sigur 
McDaniel 

0471 



TH!: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: John Poindexter 

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE 

DATE: 

Personal Secretary 
to the President 

1-15-86 

Is this something your office 
can handle .... thanks. 
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20 December 1985 

The President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

OF COUNSEL: 

JUDGE AGAPITO I. CRUZ 
RAUL I. GOCO 

ENRIQUE D. TAYAG 
WAYNE G. OUASHA 

AT WASHINGTON DC & STATE OF 
VIRGINIA 

F. B. DE LOS SANTOS 
PATENT AGENT 

WRITERS DIRECT DIAL NO.: 

May I take the liberty of re-introducing myself? I had the 
privilege of meeting you at the Akasaka Palace in Tokyo in 
November 1983 during your visit to Japan. I was an invitee 
because I was the country chairman of the Republicans Abroad, 
Pbil_ippines. Early this year after having stepped down from 
that position, I was elected chairman of the Asia-Pacific 
Region of Republicans Abroad. I am a Republican Eagle. During 
WWII I was on General McArthur's staff for four years. After 
my separation from active duty in February 1946, I returned to 
the Philippines as a civilian to open my law office. In a few 
months I will have been practicing law here for 40 years, the 
only non-Filipino allowed to practice. To that can be added 
the time I spent in the Army during the liberation of the 
Philippines to compute the length of my Philippine experience. 

In addition to an active practice, I am also involved in 
numerous civic and church activities. For over 10 years I have 
been President of St. Luke's Hospital, a charitable and non­
profit institution. I am also a Past Department Commander of 
the American Legion, a Past Grand Master of Masons and a retired 
army officer. I mention these facts not for the purpose of 
bringing myself to your attention, but to qualify myself as a 
person on whom I feel you can rely on for an opinion regarding 
Philippine-American relations. 

The purpose of this letter is to voice my deep concern about 
what I regard to be a deterioration in Philippine-American 
relati ons. In my view we Americans have repeatedly been victims 
of our own psyche. Time and again we have confused our attitudes, 
our hopes and aspirations for people we love causing us to act 
in a manner contrary to what rational self-interest would dictate • 

. /. 



OUASHA ASPERILLA ANCHETA PENA MARCOS & NOLASCO 
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The President of t he United States of America 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 
20 December 1985 

We blundered in Vietnam and in Iran. I would like to think 
that if you had been our President in those days, history 
would have been different and better. 

I have been your ardent supporter all these years for many 
reasons. One has special relevance at this time. You have 
stuck to your friends and you have not allowed yourself to be 
swayed by the unreal and illusory. Your common sense has made 
you one of the great leaders of our time. It is to this 
aspect that I address myself. 

For several years the left wing press in the U.S. has been 
beating drums in what I regard as an attempt to destabilize 
the reg:illl.e of President Marcos. A recent article in the Asian 
Wall Street Journal commented on this "drumbeating" and the 
word used to characteri,:e the article was ''mad." Some senators, 
congressmen and others have become increasingly artictll.ate in 
attacking President Marcos. The worst of the lot, of course, 
i .s Mr. Solarz; but he is not alone. This worries me. Although 
I see no danger that t heir efforts to undermine the Philippine 
Gove.rmnent will be successful, it is my opinion that the U.S. 
Government will be perceived as being hostile to the Philippine 
Government. More importantly, it will be seen as interference 
in the ensuing national elections. The back.lash from this could 
be extremely dam.aging. 

Paradoxically, the beneficiaries of American interference are 
readily identifiable as enemies of America. For example, former 
Senator Lorenzo Tan.ad.a, a ma.instay of Mrs. Cory Aquino, is an 
arch-eneJlly of American preaence in the Philippines. He wants 
our American military facilities el:im.inated, and he would like 
to see the nuclear power plant stopped for good (I have absolutely 
no connection with this enterprise). He failed in his efforts 
over the years to become President of the Philippines, but he 
has been perceived as one person who hopes to be the "power" 
behind Mrs. Aquino. There are many people who are regarded as 
sure powerhouses if she were to become president. One of these 
is Mr. Jaime Ongpin. Some people think of Mr. Ongpin as a busi­
nessman of good repute. I do not share this favorable im.pression 
of Mr. Ongpin as I am fully aware of bis proclivities from several 
cases I have handled where be and his company are involved. He 
has been one of the loudest critics of President Marcos and a 
most vocal support of Mrs. Aquino. I feel that if Mrs. Aquino 

./. 
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The Pr esident of the United St ates of America 
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came to power Mr. Ongpin would be far worse than some of the 
people whom Americans have been criticizing President Marcos 
for tolerating. 

The point is not merely that Mrs. Aquino is concededly incom­
petent from any rational consideration and point of view to 
become President of the Philippines~ or that America would be 
very hard put to try to deal with her. The point is, we 
Americans have no business in trying to tip the scales in the 
Philippine electoral process because not only may we tip it 
the wrong way, but in the end - and this is the second paradox -
that we will be hated not only by the losers but also by the 
winners in the election. America is still being criticized 
for interfering in the election of 1953 when the late President 
Magsaysay defeated the late President Quirino. 

There are many people here from the United States who want to 
insure that the forthcoming elections will be conducted fairly. 
My po int is that t he Filipinos themselves are determined that 
this will happen and that we should leave it to them. 

Time and again I have read that if we had tried in Iran and 
had identified ourselves with the present leadership prior to 
the fall of the Shah, we might have had more influence there 
now. I am not competent to pass on this but something tells 
me that is not true. Perhaps, we were seen as favoring the 
Shah, and maybe we were seen as having brought him down. My 
point is that Americans should not be leaning one way or the 
other when a regime of a friendly ally is under fire. 

America has repre.sented to President Marcos through numerous 
channels that it wants to see free and open elections on 
February 7. I think President Marcos has every intention of 
seeing to it that t here will be free and open elections. He 
is fully aware that unless there is such a perception that 
elections are going to be free and open, that he himself will 
suffer. One must remember in that connection that partisan 
politics in the Philippines is not a powder-puff game. The 
late Senator Laurel lost in the 1949 Presidential elections to 
President Quirino, a stalwart of the Liberal Party at that time. 
But then, one of the key leaders of President Quirino said to 
me, "Oh, we did that for you Americans." 

. I. 
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I thought it was disgraceful that Americans should have been 
seen, even though falsely, to have been favoring the election 
of President Quirino. The history of the Philippines could 
have been much more conducive to the type of a Philippines 
we would like to see if Senator Laurel had been elected. We 
in America keep reminding ourselves that we cannot play God, 
yet many of our congressmen and senators and some people in 
administrative positions are coming on so strong about what 
is happening here and what they want to happen that they are 
in effect siding with President Marcos's opponents. America 
cannot afford to be engaging in any activity whatsoever that 
will be seen to be a tilt against the regime because America 
has to be seen as a true friend and ally. It cannot be seen 
as being a force for neo-colonialism which is what we are 
constantly being accused of. The whirlwind which we can 
expect if we are not judicious and not extremely careful can 
ruin our relations and can cause a deterioration of a rela­
tionship which has been carefully nurtured over the past 85 
years. 

Unfortunately, much of the good advice that we want to give 
the Philippines comes across as being paternalistic and even 
coercive. Here is an election about to take place in the 
Philippines and prominent senators and congresSD1en are said 
to be making a study as to how American military aid will be 
spent here. This is no time for published statements about 
an investigation of that sort. It can only be seen as an 
effort to influence the elections. This is no time to be 
working on a reduction of aid to the Philippines when indeed 
the country is really under adverse economi.c inf luenc.es 
because of the low prices of copper, coconut oil and sugar, 
the three main export products of the Philippines. I am fully 
aware that many of the points I have raised are not within 
your specific field of influence, but I am appealing to you 
to use your power and influence to see that America comes 
across as not trying to bring down President Marcos. 

I trust you will understand that I myself cannot be seen to 
be participating in any way in political activities pertaining 
to the Philippines. The Philippines has been very generous in 
allowing us Republicans to conduct our campaign for our own 
candidates among our citizens. This is not always possible in 

./. 
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many countries which are thought to be democratic. Consequently, 
I am taking precautions to see to it that this letter receives 
no publicity nor do I expect to gain any advantage from it. 

Please accept my very best wishes for your continued good health 
and success. 

Respectfully yours, 

"1 I / ~ 

0 ~k- ,__/ ;z___L_ 
WILLIAM R. QUASHA 

WRQ:cd 
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Dr. and Mrs. Tomas Ramos 
Tonetta Lake Park 
Brewster NY 10509 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Ramos: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 6, 1986 

The President has asked me to reply on his behalf to your 
telegram of February 12 concerning the tragic death of your 
cousin, Evelio Javier. 

Soon after his death, the Department of State issued a 
statement strongly deploring his murder and calling on the 
Philippine authorities to investigate and bring to trial those 
believed responsible. The American Embassy in Manila issued a 
similar statement. With the recent change in government in the 
Philippines, we are hopeful that his killers will be found and 
brought to justice. 

Many of us here at the Department of State and at the U.S. 
Embassy in Manila knew Evelio personally and were shocked and 
saddened by his murder. Evelio Javier is now a symbol of the 
democratic ideals he believed in and defended. His death was 
certainly an inspiration to his countrymen who in turn risked 
thier lives in the defense of democracy. 

Sincerely, 

n D. 
ting Director 

Office f Philippine Affairs 
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MARCUS WE KNOW YOU ARE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO I J TICE AND WE ARE 
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A Leading Marcos Fae ls Chased.-·-~ 
Across Town Square and Killed 

:...t• ~' 

By FRANCIS X. CLINES 
. Special to The Ne\¥ York Times 

•-.--. 
...,"' ~ .. 

SAN JOSE DE BUENAVISTh, th,e 
Philippines, Feb.11- A leading rtiem- . 
ber "of the nation's political opposi#on 
was chased by masked gunmen across 
the town square here this morning and­
shot dead after he was trapped in .a 
backyard outhouse. . ,..- ' 
, "Run! Run!'.' witnesses saaa they· 
shouted when six gunmen leveled rifles 
at their target, Eve1io Javier, a forrp.er' 
Governor of Antique Province and an" 
· out11poken. critic of the Government o( 
President Ferdinand E. ~cos. '::-, ~,. 

•see _if They Have Proor ... ' ·' • 
The provincial. Governor, Em::ique· 

Zaldivar, said he had protectively hid­
denwitnesses who saw the gunmelffle'e· 

,in.an jeep belo~ging to Arturo Pacifica> 
dor, the National Assembly majonty 
leader. Mr. Pacificador was in ,Mai11la 
today, leading the floor tight to certify 
Mr. Marcos as victor in the election ~ 
vote canvass. ': 

"That is a lie," Mr. Pacificador~icl 
in an interview, when told of GoYernor 
_Zaldivar's report that his maroon ieeJI. 

===============,.had been used in the 1tillin_g. 

Evelio Javier 
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"Let's see if theyhaveproof," the as:: 
semblyman said. ;·_ , 

"1 condemn the action of whoe'ltei­
perpetrated this," he aaded, urging a 
"full-blown investigation' to solve ihe 
case as speedily as possible:" . 

The killing of Mr. Javier, 43 years 

Continued on Page AH, Column l, ' • -. 
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s/s 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

MAR 5 I~ 

Dear Senator Nunn: 

The President has asked me to reply on his behalf to your 
letter of February 13 in which you urged that the U.S. 
government condemn the fraud that took place during the 
Philippine election. 

As you know, the President issued a statement on February 
15 in which he noted that the Philippine elections •were marred 
by widespread fraud and violence perpetrated largely by the 
ruling party." The statement went on to say that the 
election's credibility had been called into question. 

The events subsequent to the President's statement are now 
history. A new government is in place in the Philippines. The 
Filipino people, through their courageous commitment to 
democracy, brought about this transition nonviolently in a way 
that does them honor. 

The Department of State looks forward to close 
consultations with Congress on the ·question of how best the 
U.S. can assist the government of President Aquino in the 
restoration of a prosperous and stable Philippines. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Jame w. Dyer 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable 
Sam Nunn, 

United States Senate. 
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P ru ry 19 , 1986 

near S(:n·to unn: 

On Pr ide t R g n' beha 1 f- , l v.:.,uld 1 ik~ to 
th .. !'I :·ou for your F .bru ry l J letter 
cutlin"ng y ur conc,rn regarding th~ recent 

pin e·~de.~i l ~lection . 

ci ic r •com: ,mdat.iona have been 
the Pr ~iden• and the appropriato 

~mbers for pro~pt att~ntion. 
n i , et me ,.., ure you that you 

.i. of concern is apprcciat~•:.L 

With b~st wish s, 

The rionor .bl 
co itt ..... e 
Onited Sta 
W hingto. # 

Si,cerely, 

• • Og l •sby, Jr .. 
s; t ~t to ~he Fresi ent 

n 
r C 
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State - for DIRECT response through .'1SC 

Jc: w/copy of inc to NSC Secretariat - FYI 
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The President 
The White House 
Washing ton , D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

ilnittd £,tatts £,matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 13, 1986 

I am writing to express my profound concern over recent 
events in the Philippines and the increasing possibility that 
American interests in that country may be permanently damaged . 

Senator Laxalt's visit, as your personal emissary to 
President Marcos, helped stimulate the election which was held on 
Friday, February 7 . By sending a delegation headed by Senator 
Lugar to observe the elections, you con veyed to President Marcos 
and the Philippi ne people the United States ' deep concern for fair 
and honest elections and for the future of democracy in the 
Philippines . 

A remarkable event, unprecedented in third world nations, has 
occurred . In s pi te of gove r nment controlled news media , 
government controll ed e l ection officials, massive government 
campaign expenditures, and the use of the military to intimidate 
voters, the Philippine people have expressed their desires at the 
ballot box for a change of leadership . Both direct and 
circumstantial evidence l eads to an inescapable conclusion: the 
Philippine people want President Marcos out and they have elected 
Corazon Aquino as President. 

By all accounts, Pres i dent Marcos or forces allied with him 
are in the process of making an al l out effort to steal the 
election by massive fraud, intimidation and murder . The question 
remaining is simple but crucial: will President Marcos be allowed 
to steal the election? 

If President Marcos is successful in taking away the election 
by fraud , I believe that it will be a disaster for American 
interests in the Pacific. The Church has turned against him, the 
business community has turned against him, and the people have 
turned against him - he has lost his legitimacy as a leader . 

Can the United States prevent this tragedy from occurring? I 
do not know the answer , but I do believe strongly that we must be 
"caught trying . " If we are not perceived as being unalterably 
opposed to this election fraud - the United States itself will 
become a target of the hostility of the Philippine people. We 
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risk losing the support of the entire younger generation of 
Filipinos, who have known only a recent steady deterioration of 
the economy under Marcos. Thirty percent of the villages are 
already controlled by the communists. As the youth and middle 
class citizens turn against their government, the communist 
insurgency will be greatly strengthened. 

I respectfully suggest that three steps be taken immediately: 

1. Issue clear statements from you and other top 
administration officials that the fraud has been massive 
and that it was perpetuated overwhelmingly by President 
Mar cos and his allies. 

2. Issue a clear statement from Washington that we will not 
regard a false e ect·on result as valid and that we 
could not continue to support President Marcos under 
those circumstances. 

3. Issue a notification that United States aid to the 
Philippines will be terminated if the will of the 
Philippine voters, as expressed at the ballot box, is 
not followed. 

I believe the vast majority of the American people and 
Congress support these clear statements of U.S. principle. 

Mr. President, I believe you are correct in your assessment 
that the Naval Base at Subic Bay and the Air Base at Clark Field 
are extremely important to United States security interests in the 
Pacific. These bases can serve us effectively only if the 
Philippine people want us there. We do not need a Guantanarno­
East. 

Your actions in the next few days may well determine whether 
the Philippines will eventually and inevitably fall under the 
control of the communist insurgency. I agree with your recent 
astute observation that "The communist strategy can be defeated. 
But defeating it will requ·re listening to and respecting the 
sovereign voice of the people." 

I stand ready to support you as you follow this important 
principle. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Sam Nunn 




