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January 21, 1986

A MM T AN

MEMORANDUM FOR B ., MARTIN

: DI HILDRE @
FROM CK C S »

SUBJECT: Letter to the President

Recommend you Lgn the memorandum at Tab I to Kathy Osborne.

Sigur, McDaniel (tel ionic) concur.

Approv Disapprove
Attachment
Tab I Martin/Osborne Memorandum

Tab A Quasha 12/20/85 Letter to the President
Tab IT NSC Staffing Note
cc: Sigur

McDaniel
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February 13, 1286

The President
The White House
Ytashington, D.C. 20500

3

Dear Mr. President:

I aiv writing to express my profound concern over recent
events in the Philippines and the increasing possibility that
Armerican interests in that country may be permanently damaged.

Senator Laxait's visit, as your personal emissary to
President tlarcos, helped stimulate the election which was held on
Friday, February 7. By sending a delegation headed by Senator
Lugar to observe the elections, you conveyed to President Marcos
and the Philippine people the United States' deep concern for fair
and honest elections and for the future of democracy in the
Philippines.

A remarkable event, unprecedented in third world nations, has
occurred. In spite of gcvernment controlled news media,
government controlled election cfficials, massive government
campaign expenditures, ard the use of the military to intimidate
voters, the Philippine peorle have expressed their desires at the
ballot box for a change of leadership. Both direct and
circumstantial evidence Zeads to an inescapable conclusion: the
Philippine people want President Marcos out and they have elected
Corazon Aquino as President.

By all accounts, President !arcos or forces alliied with him
are in the process of making an all out effort to steal the
election by massive fraud, intimidation and nurder. The question
remaining is simple but crucial: wili President Marcos be allowed
to steal the election?

If President Marcos is successful in taking away the election
by fraud, I believe that it will be a disaster for American
interests in the Pacific. The Church has turned against him, the
business community has turned against him, and the people have
turned against him - he has lost his legitimacy as a leader.

Can the United States prevent this tragedy from occurring? I
do not know the answer, but I do believe strongly that we must be
"caught trying." If we are not perceived as being unalterably
opposed to this election fraud - the United States itself will
become a target of the hostility of the Philippine people. Ve




risk losing the support of the entire young -~ generation of
Filipinos, who have known only a recent steady deterioration of
the economy under Marcos. Thirty percent of the villages are
already controlled by the communists. As the youth and middle
class citizens turn against their government, the communist
insurgency will be greatly strengthened.

I respectfully suggest that three steps be taken immediately:

1. Issue clear statements from you and other top
administration officials that the fraud has been massiy
and that if was perpetuated overwhelmingly by President
Marcos and his allies.

2. Issue a clear statement from Washington that we will not
regard a fa.se e.ection result as valid and that we
could not continue to support President Marcos under
those circumstances.

3. Issue & notification that United States aid to the
Philippines will be terminated if the will of the
Philippine voters, as expressed at the ballot box, is
not followed.

I believe the vast majority of the American people and
Congress support these clear statements of U.S. principle.

Mr. President, I believe you are correct in your assessment
that the HNaval Base at Subic Zay and the Air Base at Clark Field
are extremely important to United States security interests in the
Pacific. These bases can serve us effectively only if the
Philippine people want us there. YWe do not need a Guantanamo-
East.

Your actions in tne next few days may well determnine whether
the Philippines will eventually and inevitably fall under the
control of the cormmunist insurgency. I agree with your recent
astute observation that "The communist strategy can be defeated.
But defeating it will require .istening to and respecting the
sovereign voice of the people.”

I stand ready to support you as you follow this important
principle.

Sincerely,

vam Nunn





