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April 16, 1982 

CHINESE ELITE PERCEP"rIONS OF THE TAIWAN ISSUE 

Summary 

This report is on Chinese elite views of the Taiwan issue as 
it affects U.S.-PRC bilateral relations.* The data are from 
interviews of 141 Americans and foreigners with extensive con
tacts in China who served as "surrogates" for their Chinese 
counterparts. The major findings which reflect both Chinese 
elite opinion and insights of the respondents are: 

o China's top leaders and influential elites regard Taiwan as 
the crucial foreign policy issue in the u.s.-PRC relation
ship. The impasse over Taiwan outranks by far all other 
policy differences in its potential for disrupting future 
u.s.-Chinese relations. 

o For PRC leaders, Taiwan's "restoration to the motherland" 
is essential to unify China and end foreign intervention. 
U.S. support for the Kuomintang regime, in their view, en
ables Taiwan to survive in the international community. 

o Chinese officials see the Taiwan issue as a measure of U.S. 
reliability and of its commitment to develop a mutually bene
ficial relationship. 

o PRC spokesmen warn that China will react adversely to con
tinued American military arms sales to Taiwan, at the risk 
of harming U.S.-PRC relations and even at an economic cost 
to the PRC. 

o The Chinese elite in general share the official view that 
permanent separation of Taiwan from the mainland is unaccept
able. However, few expect unification soon or want the Taiwan 
issue forced to the point of endangering improved relations 
with the U.S. 

o Elites are puzzled by the U.S. position on Taiwan, having 
meager understanding of U.S. foreign policy formulation and 
the interplay of domestic political forces. 

o The belief that the U.S. alone impedes unification rests on 
an assumption among Chinese leaders and elite that the people 
of Taiwan are eager for unification. Only a few Foreign Minis
try officials and foreign affairs scholars realize that this 
is not the case. 

*A larger USICA report on Chinese perceptions of the United States 
will be issued in the near future. 

/I 



ii 

According to the respondents, the PRC's chief motives in press
ing the T~iwan problem to the forefront of public attention 
at this time are: 

o A belief that the road to Taiwan leads through Washington. 

o A desire to underscore the PRC's firm opposition to u.s. 
arms sales to Taiwan. 

o The conviction that PRC prestige is at stake. 

o The fear that sentiment for Taiwan independence may grow 
and block unification with the passing from power of Chiang 
Ching-kuo. 

Most respondents, particularly those with contacts among senior
level leaders 1n Beijing, concur that PRC official warnings 
should be taken seriously. Several foresee the PRC "painting it
self into a corner" with no possible retreat, by stiffening its 
opposition to U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. 

Inasmuch as the Taiwan issue could arouse nationalistic, even 
xenophobic emotions, the author of this report postulates that 
the PRC Government, if it desired, could muster mass support 
over Taiwan. 

Note: Interviews on which this report is based were conducted 
f rorn September through December 1981. Analysis of the 
data was completed on March 31, 1982. 

Prepared by: 
Ralph Greenhouse (PGM/REA) 
724-9051 

M-4/16/82 
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