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CHINESE ELITE PERCEPTIONS OF THE TAIWAN ISSUE

Summary

This report is on Chinese elite views of the Taiwan issue as
it affects U.S.-PRC bilateral relations.* The data are from
interviews of 141 Americans and foreigners with extensive con-
tacts in China who served as "surrogates" for their Chinese
counterparts. The major findings which reflect both Chinese
elite opinion and insights of the respondents are:

o China's top leaders and influential elites regard Taiwan as
the crucial foreign policy issue in the U.S.-PRC relation-
ship. The impasse over Taiwan outranks by far all other
policy differences in its potential for disrupting future
U.S.-Chinese relations.

o For PRC leaders, Taiwan's "restoration to the motherland"
is essential to unify China and end foreign intervention.
U.S. support for the Kuomintang regime, in their view, en-
ables Taiwan to survive in the international community.

o Chinese officials see the Taiwan issue as a measure of U.S.
reliability and of its commitment to develop a mutually bene-
ficial relationship.

o PRC spokesmen warn that China will react adversely to con-
tinued American military arms sales to Taiwan, at the risk
of harming U.S.-PRC relations and even at an economic cost
to the PRC.

o The Chinese elite in general share the official view that
permanent separation of Taiwan from the mainland is unaccept-
able. However, few expect unification soon or want the Taiwan
issue forced to the point of endangering improved relations
with the U.S.

o Elites are puzzled by the U.S. position on Taiwan, having
meager understanding of U.S. foreign policy formulation and
the interplay of domestic political forces.

o The belief that the U.S. alone impedes unification rests on
an assumption among Chinese leaders and elite that the people
of Taiwan are eager for unification. Only a few Foreign Minis-
try officials and foreign affairs scholars realize that this
is not the case.

*A larger USICA report on Chinese perceptions of the United States
will be issued in the near future.



il

According to the respondents, the PRC's chief motives in press-

ing the Taiwan problem to the forefront of public attention
at this time are:

o A belief that the road to Taiwan leads through Washington.

o A desire to underscore the PRC's firm opposition to U.S.
arms sales to Taiwan.

o The conviction that PRC prestige is at stake.

o The fear that sentiment for Taiwan independence may grow

and block unification with the passing from power of Chiang
Ching-kuo.

Most respondents, particularly those with contacts amonyg senior-
Tevel Ieaders in Beijing, concur that PRC official warnings
should be taken seriously. Several foresee the PRC "painting it-
self into a corner" with no possible retreat, by stiffening its
opposition to U.S. arms sales to Taiwan.

Inasmuch as the Taiwan issue could arouse nationalistic, even
xenophobic emotions, the author of this report postulates that

the PRC Government, if it desired, could muster mass support
over Taiwan.

Note: Interviews on which this report is based were conducted
from September through December 198l. Analysis of the
data was completed on March 31, 1982.

Prepared by:

Ralph Greenhouse (PGM/REA) M-4/16/82
724-9051



\
National Security Council
The White House

149

Package # 2/[{? Z

SEQUENCETO HAS SEEN
John Poindexter

ACTION

Bud McFarlane

Jacque Hill
Judge Clark -
John Poindexter / \\}/
/j L
Staff Secretary &~
Sit Room
I-Information —Action R-Retain D-Dispatch

DISTRIBUTION

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver

Other

COMMENTS



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer

Executive Secretariat, NSC: Country File MID 12/14/2011

File Folder FOIA

CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5

TUCKER

Box Number

BOX 006R 14

ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions

125632 CABLE 1 4/27/1982 BI
BEIJING 05241

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate |a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance wijth restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.

\



Collection Name

WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Executive Secretariat, NSC: Country File

File Folder

CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6)

Box Number
BOX 006R

Withdrawer
MJD 12/14/2011

FOIA

F00-173/5
TUCKER

14

ID Document Type
Document Description

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages

tions

125633 CABLE

BEIJING 05271

6 4/27/1982 Bl

The above documents w
Freedom of Information Ac

B-1 National security clas

-[5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

ified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

re not referred for declassification review at time of processing

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
B-3 Release would violate|a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance

ith restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



Collection Name
Executive Secretariat,

File Folder

WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

NSC: Country File

CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6)

Box Number
BOX 006R

Withdrawer
MJD 12/14/2011

FOIA
F00-173/5
TUCKER

ID Document Type
Document Description

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages

tions

125634 CABLE

BEIJING 05314

2 4/27/1982 Bl

The above documents w
Freedom of Information Ac

B-1 National security clas

- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

ified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

re not referred for declassification review at time of processing

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
B-3 Release would violate|a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance

ith restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



NSC/S PROFILE ID 8203141

RECEIVED 04 MAY 82 18

TO CLARK FROM CHILDRESS DOCDATE 28 APR 82

KEYWORDS: CHINA P R

SUBJECT: CHINA UPDATE

ks S

e § R Bak o 2 T . ™ e oy . ¢ 2 g e oy

ACTION: FOR INFORMATION DUE: STATUS C  FILES é)
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
CLARK
COMMENTS
REF# LOG NSCIFID (B /M)
ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE  COPIES TO
AAAAAA | .@%MZ/%% T S
v o
TR A Et R L s .
AL . R AN " i A s
s o ey ST o= P ] - o
v . A oy Aot i — v S ot .
DISPATCH d5p G R  W/APICH FILE )P

A3



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer

Executive Secretariat, NSC: Country File MID 12/14/2011

File Folder FOIA

CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5

TUCKER

Box Number

BOX 006R 14

ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions

125635 MEMO 1 4/27/1982 Bl
RICHARD CHILDRESS TO WILLIAM CLARK RE
VICE PRESIDENT'S TRIP

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library
Collection Name Withdrawer
Executive Secretariat, NSC: Country File MJD 12/14/2011
File Folder FOIA
CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5
TUCKER

Box Number
BOX 006R 14
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-

Document Description pages tions
125636 CABLE 3 4/26/1982 Bl

BEIJING 05217

L

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act|- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclosg internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer

Executive Secretariat, NSC: Country File MJD 12/14/2011

File Folder FOIA

CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5

TUCKER

Box Number

BOX 006R 14

ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description sl tions

125637 CABLE 2 4/26/1982 Bl
BEIJING 05218

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclosg internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance wijth restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



\

National Sect ty Council 3
The White House

Package # 2880

SEQUENCETO HA N ACTION
John Poindexter / 7{
Bud McFarlane Z Y\/\‘
Jacque Hill j P /
Judge Clark L'// / i
John Poindexter
Staff Secretary
Sit Room
I-Information

A-Action R-Retain D-Dispatch

DISTRIBUTION

(o o VP Meese Baker Deaver

Other

COMMENTS

/

C ! (./,7 i ) -~

?Z/»L”L /ﬂ Al £ o /-
S R



NSC/S PROFILE

TO CLARK

"ECRET /SENSITIVE
o

mmer@ER? o “ﬁ"

i p
OF CLAS

e
FROM CHILDRESS |1J/°'“

ID 8202880
RECEIVED 27 APR 82 13

DOCDATE 27 APR 82

KEYWORDS: CHINA P R TAIWAN
CONGRESSIONAL

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON VP VISIT TO PRC

ACTION: NOTED BY CLARK DUE: STATUS C FILES PA
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO

COMMENTS

REF#

LOG 8202618

NSCIFID

CHILDRESS ¥~

ACTION OFFICER (S)

ASSIGNED

ACTION REQUIRED

DUE COPIES TO

DISPATCH

W/ATTCH FILE (C)



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
Executive Secretariat, NSC: Country File MJD 12/14/2011
File Folder FOIA
CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5

TUCKER
Box Number
BOX 006R 14
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-

Document Description PAgES tions

125638 MEMO 1 4/28/1982 Bl

RICHARD CHILDRESS TO WILLIAM CLARK RE
CHINA - UPDATE

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



-~ National Secu: y Council 54
The White House

Package # 5’ ! f

WPC

EEW
SEQUENCE TO HAS/SE/FN ACTION
John Poindexter 1 {J/ g
Bud McFarlane ot W\
Jacque Hill f Q/ ;
Judge Clark ‘/ — 1~

John Poindexter

Staff Secretary

Sit Room

I-Information A-Action R-Retain D-Dispatch

DISTRIBUTION

ce: VP Meese Baker Deaver

Other /
COMMENTS (/‘/a




| WITHDRAWAL SHEET
| Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name | Withdrawer
Executive Secretari%t, NSC: Country File MJD 12/14/2011
|
File Folder | FOIA
CHINA, PRC (APK}L 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5
| TUCKER
Box Number |
BOX 006R | y
|
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
|
|
125639 CABLE 5 4/28/1982 BI
BEIJING 0%3 86

The above documents w#ere not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Acq -[5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security cIas#ified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance wkth restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



| WITHDRAWAL SHEET
| Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name | Withdrawer
Executive Secretari%t, NSC: Country File MJD 12/14/2011
|
File Folder ‘ FOIA
CHINA, PRC (APR}L 1982) (6 OF 6) F00-173/5
‘ TUCKER
Box Number
BOX 006R ‘ 14
|
ID Document ﬁype No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description PRgEs tions
|
|
125640 CABLE 2 4/28/1982 Bl

STATE 1 13%99

The above documents wﬁare not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Acl- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate |a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclost information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclos‘ geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance w%th restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



NSC/S PROFILE

e

' mwe I
TO CLARK FROM CHILDRESS ,z/I¥/

KEYWORDS: CHINA P R

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF DCM MTG W/ ZHANG ZAI ON APR 24

A i Y A o i A i [ e i 9 A e e e o i e e e

ID 8202912 |
RECEIVED 29 APR 82 11

DOCDATE 29 APR 82

ZHANG ZAI

A S A Y A A T VI S A e e S e Y e e i

ACTION: FOR INFORMATION DUE: STATUS IX FILES
B e e i e o o I e B o e e e e o
FOR PCTIO#\I FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
CLARK
COMMENTS
REF# LOG NSCIFID Loy e
ACTION OFFICER (S) | ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED COPIES TO
- g
D eatatn ] - e b
Esanant e ool -

b

DISPATCH

W/ATTICH FILE o (© %0

YA



\

WITHDRAWAL SHEET
\ Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name |
Executive Secretari%t, NSC: Country File

File Folder
CHINA, PRC (APRIL 1982) (6 OF 6)
|

Box Number ‘
BOX 006R \

Withdrawer
MID 12/14/2011

FOIA
F00-173/5
TLCEER

14

ID Document Type
Document Description

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages tions

|
|

125641 MEMO

DICK CHILDRESS TO WILLIAM CLARK RE
MEETING

1 4/29/1982 Bl

The above documents wbre not referred for declassification review at time of processing

Freedom of Information Aci- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
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