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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

BUD, 

Don Gregg said his comments 
were based on attached WSJ 
article and the Beijing NODIS 
cable which you already saw. 

We will transmit the article to 
Admiral Poindexter for Judge 
Clark with his evening material . 

ID 
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL - APRIL 7, 1982 
) ' , 

'---" 

·- . ·- . .. - .. 

China Won't Do~ngrade Links With U.S. 
Over Sales to Tai wan~ P_ eking Official Says _ 

. By FRANK CHING "China has made reasonable, proposal~', , 

1
·Graduaf Reduction- -c,~ . · ~ . 

StaffRcparterof THEWAU. STREET JOURNAL • ct· . . th . . . 
PEKING - China won't carry out its !?wthe ISCU~S10~~· t t~-C~mese so~rce sa~thd. 

threat to downgrade political relations with . e ~ecogmze" a IS is. a P:O em WI 
the U.S. if Washington goes ahead with its b1stoncal ~oots and ~at time 1s ~eeded_ to 
proposed $60 million military sale to Tai- . settle the issue. That IS why, he satd, Chma 
wan, according to a Chinese official kept has proposed that arms sales be redu~ed 
abreast of Sino-American relations. ..gradually.. . · -; . 

The Reagan administration is expected to : The Chmese source also disclosed ·that 
formally notify Congress this month of Its .; the ~.S. has made a counterpr~posal. A~­
intention to proceed with the sale. The notifi- :- cordmg to_ th~ s_ource, the ,AmencaIIS have I 
cation has been delayed for three months for 1propos_ed lmkmg the r~~cti~n ~farms ~ales 
fear of rupturing 'relations with Peking. , to ~a1wan to . tranquility 1!1 .. th~ Taiwa~ i 

"We will protest ao-ainst the sale b 1 t Straits_ and to .th~ peace_ful umflcat10n.of_Tai-
. • 0 . • • ~. no , wan with the Chma mainland. ·. .,,.,.-r. . •· ': .: 1 

to the extent of downgradmg relat10ns, the ~ · ---~~- - - --· - : ·-:..._-:. -~ 
well placed Chinese official said. , ,China has rejected this proposal, the-

The source, . who declined to be identified ' source said, _contending • It constitutes 
but said he was authorized to discuss the is- "double interference" in Chinese affairs : 
sue said that China will take into considera- selfing· .arms to Taiwan and telling China 

:tlon . the fact that the sale ·involves only ho~ to resolve _the un~fication issue. · 
spare parts and no weapons. Moreover he We are still hopmg for the best while 

, noted, the sale was agreed on before China prepar_lng for the worst," the source said, 
ralsed its objections in bilateral discussions. repeatmg a phrase used recently In a com-

B9th American and Chinese officia·ls mentary by the official · Xinlma news 
have• been tight-lipped on the talks which agency; But, he said, China's emphasis is 
we'rri. requested . by Premier Zhao 'Ziyang stiH;on "hoping for the best/' . ' · 
whe~ he met President Reagan at Cancun, . That empliasis and the disclosure that 
Mexico, last fall. The discussions started China won't downgrade relations appear de· 
last November and are being conducted signed to damp speculation that a break is 
through the two countries' embassies. imm·inent. In recent weeks, Western diplo-

The source said that the U.S. has agreed mats increasingly have said that a deterio­
that "there won't be new military transfers" 1 ration in relations was inevitable. · 
to Taiwan as long as the talks continue. : The source characterized such-reports as 
That is why, he indicated, the Chinese will ;•very pessimistic." His general tone was 
allow the spare-parts agreement to go I moderate and he sought to switch attention 
through without precipitating a crisis. · from , the spare parts accord to the princi-

The Chinese have repeatedly threatened pies governing China's attitude. 
to downgrade relations with the U.S. if it Even If there were a downgrading of re­
persists in selling arms to Taiwan. China's lations, the source said, China hopes that 
paramount leader, Vice ·Chairman Deng that wouldn't affect economic, trade and 
Xiaoping, told former British Prime Minis· ~ultural relations. However, he said, the 
ter Edward Heath Tuesday that the .U.S. has Americans are saying that any downgrading 
to acknowledge Chinese sovereignty over of relations would affect such ties. 
Taiwan. "This way of talking won't help U.S.· , 

Mr. Deng was quoted last month in a China relations," he said. "It sounds like a I 
Chinese magazine as saying that America's threat." 
handling of the Taiwan problem was unac-
ceptable. If the question can't be solved. he 
said, "then let the relations retrogress." On 
the issue of Chinese sovereignty over Tai-
wan, he said, there isn't any room for com-
_promise. . 
· The Chinese have called on the U.S., both 
publicly and in diplomatic discussions, to 
phase out arms sales to Taiwan. The U.S. 
announced when it established diplomatic 
relations with China in December 1978 that 
it would continue to sell carefully selected 
defensive weapops to Taiwan. 

It 
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SUBJ E C T: C HIN E S E F O"lEIG N MI NISTRY ' S STA T EMENT ON S 
P ART S NOT IFIC ATION 

1 . T HE F OLLO WI NG IS THE TEXT OF THE CHINESE 
F OREIGN MI NI STR Y' S STA T EMENT ISS UED TO THE PRESS 
ON APRIL 14, 1 9 82. E MB ASSY ' S CO MMENTS FOLLOW 
S E ?TEL. 

2. BE GIN TE XT. 
ON 13 APRIL 1982, THE U. S . GOVER NMENT OFFICIALLY 
NOTIFIED T HE U. S. CO NGRESS THAT IT WAS GOING TO 
SELL MILITAR Y-RELATED SP ARE PARTS TO TAI WAN. THE 
CHI NESE GO VERN MENT HEREBY LODGES A STRONG PROTEST WITH 
THE U.S. GO VER NMENT AG AINST THIS ACT OF INFRINGING 
UPON CHINA'S SO VEREIGNTY. 
WI TH R EG ARD TO T HE U. S. GO VERNMENT' S SALE OF 
MILI TARY -REL ATED SP ARE P ARTS TO TAIWAN, BACK IN 

MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

DECEMBER 1981 WHEN THE U.S . GOVERNMENT UNOFFICIAL LY NOTI ­
FIED THE U. S. CO NGRESS OF THE MATTER , THE CHINESE 
GOVERNMENT ALREADY EXPRESSED ITS STRONG OBJECTION. 
WHILE MAK ING R E PRESENTATIONS ON THE SUBJECT, THE CHINES E 
SIDE WAS REPEATEDLY GIVEN THE E XPL ANATION BY THE U. S. 
SIDE THAT THIS BATCH OF SP ARE PARTS WAS NOT A NEW S ALE 
OF ARMS BUT WAS SOMETHING THAT HAD BEEN PROMISED TO 
TAIWAN BEFORE THE SINO-U. S. HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS HELD 
IN CANCUN AND WASHI NGTON RESPECTIVE L Y; THAT LHIS 
BATCH WOULD INVOLVE ONLY SP ARE PARTS WITH NO SUPPLY OF 
WEAPONS; AND THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD NOT CONSIDER 
MILITARY TR AN SFERS TO T AIWAN WHILE THE TWO SIDES WERE 
CONTINUING THEIR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ON A SETTLEMEN T 
OF THE QUESTION OF U.S. ARMS SALES TO TAIWAN. THE 
CHINE SE GOVER NMENT INDICATED THAT IT HAD TAKEN NOTE OF 
THE ABOVE-MENTIONED THREE-POINT EXPLANATION AND ASSURANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 OF 02 BEIJING 4649 DTG: 150928 2 APR 82 PSN: 03847 2 

GIVEN BY THE U.S. SIDE. AT PRESENT, THE SINO-U. S. 
BILATERAL D!SCUSSIONS ON THE QUESTION OF U.S. ARMS 
SALES TO TAIWAN ARE STILL UNDER WAY. IF THE U.S . 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD CONTINUE TO DISREGARD CHINA'S 
SOVEREIGNTY AND GO BACK ON THE ABOV E ASSURANCE GIVEN TO 
THE CHINESE SIDE, I T MUST BE HELD RESPONSIBLE F OR 
ALL THE CONSEQUENCES ARISING THEREFROM. END TEXT. 
HUMMEL 

BEIJING 464 9 DTG: 1509282 APR 82 PSN: 03847 2 
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