
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Coordination Office, NSC: Records
 Folder Title:  Official Working Visit of President Kountche 

of Niger 12/11/1984 (1 of 2)
Box Number: RAC Box 4 

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name COORDINATION OFFICE, NSC: RECORDS 

File Folder 

Box Number 

154. OFFICIAL WORKING VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
KOUNTCHE OF NIGER 12/11/84 (1) 

4 

Withdrawer 

CAS 

FOIA 

S9803 

CASEY 
7 

8/8/2022 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

248041 MEMO PP. 3-4 ONLY 2 ND Bl 

248042 PAPER RE REGIONAL SECURITY 1 ND Bl 

248043 MEMO PHILLIP RINGDAHL TO MCFARLANE RE 2 12/7/1 984 Bl 
NIGER (ANNOTATED) 

248044 MEMO MCFARLANE TO THE PRESIDENT RE 4 12/1 1/1984 Bl 
MEETING WITH NIGER PRESIDENT 

248045 TALKING FOR MEETING WITH NIGER PRESIDENT 2 ND Bl 
POINTS 

248047 REPORT 2 11 /30/1984 Bl 

248048 MAP 1 ND Bl 

248046 TALKING FOR MEETING WITH NIGER PRESIDENT 1 ND Bl 
POINTS 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act• [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA) 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

COORDINATION OFFICE, NSC: RECORDS 

File Folder 

154. OFFICIAL WORKING VISIT OF PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE 
OF NIGER 12/11/84 (1) 

Box Number 

4 

Withdrawer 

CAS 8/8/2022 

FOIA 

S9803 

CASEY 

7 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

248041 MEMO 2 

PP. 3-4 ONLY 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON . D .C . 20506 

August 7, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Proposed Visit by President Kountche of Niger (U) 

For the record, the proposed working visit by President Kountche 
of Niger has been approved in principle for either November or 
December, as was previously indicated in a conversation between 
Mr. Fred Wettering of the NSC and DAS Bishop of State/AF. We 
have been given to understand that President Kountche will only 
be available during November 26-30 and will seek final approval 
on that assumption. However, since these dates fall immediately 
after Thanksgiving, a visit during this period may be difficult 
to arrange. Please advise if the foregoing is incorrect or 
there are any changes. (S) 

~ 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

~l~- \[;Wv/M)\-
Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 
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4852 Add On 

ACTION August 2, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT KIMMITT ,...... / 

FROM: FRED WETTERING/ V 
SUBJECT: Proposed Visit by President Kountche of Niger 

The attached Kirnmitt-Hill memo informs State of the tentative 
approval of the proposed November working visit by President 
Kountche of Niger. It follows up on my contacts with State/AF 
on the status of the scheduling proposal. (S) 

RECOMMENDATION: Sign the memo at Tab I. 

APPROVE IL DISAPPROVE 

Attachment 
Tab I Kirnmitt-Hill Memo 

~ -

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

OECLA ... SIFIED 
Sec.3.4{o), t;. '!,::..,. ::i::i-::~er.ded 

~~~ ;E t1J/l/zz_ 



4852 Add On 

NAT IONAL SECUR ITY CO UN C IL 

Aug 7, 1984 

TO: Robert Kimmitt 

FROM: Fred Wettering 

State has already checked with the 

Ambassador and of the three weeks ­

in November/December that the 

President has non-committed, only 

the week of Nov 26 is possible 

from the Niger perspective. 
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8422168 

l -nited States DepartmPllt (Jr StatP 

W'id1in t 1011. D.C. :!0:5:!0 
<.., 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

August 10, 1984 

SUBJECT: Proposed Visit . by President Kountche of Niger 

6108 

The week of November 26-30 is merely the optimal time 
for a Kountche visit. It is not the only time that Kountche 
is available. President Kountche would be available to visit 
the U.S. anytime during the November-December period, except 
for the week of December 12-19 when Niger's National Day 
celebrations take place, and the period of the Francophone 
summit in Bujumbura, November 16-18. 

· L c~~ R}/l~J 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 

NSC Memorandum of August 7 
(4852 Add On) 

DECL: OADP.. 

1 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCCC.. 
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TMC 
RF(rs) 

TO:.,_~ 

~ 
Augu•t 7, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL . 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

4852 Add On 

SUBJECTS · Proposed Visit by President Kountche of Niger lU) 

Por the record, the proposed working visit by Presi.dent 'Kou~tche 
of Niger has been approved in principle for either NovPmber or 
December, as was prev-loualy indicated in a conversation h<•tween 
Mr. Fred Wettering of the NSC and DAS Bishop of State/AF, We 
have boen given to understand that President Kou.ntche will only 
be available during November 26-30 and will aeek final approval 
on that assumption. However, since these date~ fall immediately 
after Thanksgiving, a visit durJng this period may be difficult 
to arran9e. P1ea ■e advi ■e if the foregoing i• incorrcet or 
there are any change•. (S> 
I 

'SBCU'I' -­
DECI;ASSIFY ON: OADR 

, I 

. I 
' I 

~~-(~ 
Robert M. Kimaitt 
Executive: Seeret:aq, 

I -.. 

·• 

t . 

' 

:'ik •. ,dod 

.. .. " 

"' 

.· 1 : i ~ 7 -, _____ ____.. tb.l'G-:--.. 



8422168 

United Stat es Depar tment of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

August 10, 1984 

SUBJECT: Proposed Visit by President Kountche of Niger 

The week of November 26-30 is merely the optimal time 
for a Kountche visit. It . is not the only time that Kountche 
is available. President Kountche would be available to visit 
the U.S. anytime during the November-December period, except 
for the week of December 12-19 when Niger's National Day 
celebrations take place, and the period of the Francophone 
summit in Bujumbura, November 16-18 • 

.Lc~~R~~1 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 

NSC Memorandum of August 7 
(4852 Add On) 

DECL: OADP. 
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TO: / 

~ 
Auguat 7, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLE·s HILL . 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

4852 Add On 

SU8JECT1 · Proposed Visit by President Kountche of Niger (U) 

For the record, the proposed working visit by President ~ountche 
of Nig•r has been approved in principle for either NovPmber or 
December, as was prev-lously !ndieated in a conversation lwtween 
Hr. Fred Wettering of the NSC and DAS Bishop of State/AF, We 
have boen given to understand that President Xountche will only 
be available during November 26-30 and will seek final app~oval 
on that assumption. However, since these dates fall immediately 
after Thanksgiving, a visit durjng this period may be dtffieult 
to arran9e. P1eaae advi•• if the foregoing i• ineorrcet or 
there are any change ■• (S) 
' 

"sECRff°' 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

, I 

I 
• I 

~vtM-(~ 
Robert M. Iimaltt 
Executiv« Sec-retaey 

.. 
' .• , . . 

. . 
·• · 

.. 

SE6RE=f-

10 
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CONF rP:?NTIAL 
7 

~Utl~llf\L 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20506 

September 18, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

6108 Add On 

SUBJECT: Visit of President Seyni Kountche of Niger (C) 

A working visit for President Seyni Kountche of Niger has been 
approved for December 11, 1984. The following White House 
activities for that visit are scheduled: 

11:15 - 11:30 AM 
11:30 - 12:15 PM 
12:15 - 1:30 PM 

1:30 PM 

Presidential Pre-Brief 
Oval Office Meeting 
Working Luncheon 
Departure Ceremonies 

Please provide appropriate briefing papers, proposed departure 
statement, list of proposed attendees, and other related 
materials to the NSC by December 3, 1984. Please coordinate the 
announcement of the visit with Bob Sims, 456-2947. (C) 

Please note that for the Oval Office meeting the Niger 
contingent will be limited to a maximum of principal plus three, 
and the working lunch to principal plus seven. (C) 

Please coordinate any cable traffic on this matter with the NSC 
staff. (U) 

~-~ 
Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 

DECLASSIFIED 
- -11.1• },E.0.12T , as&.-nooded 

CONFIDENTIAL av~ ~,5; ~:JEf zz--



MEMORANDUM 
CO~TIAL 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
CONF 6108 Add On 

ACTION 
September 18, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KI.MMITT 

FROM: FRED WETTERING 

SUBJECT: Visit of Niger President Kountche (C) 

Per your request, attached is a memo outlining the approved 
Presidential meeting/working visit of President Segni Kountche 
of Niger· on December 11, 198 4. (C) 

RECOMMENDATION: Sign your memo to State at Tab I. (U) 

APPROVE 

Attachment 
Tab I 

IC 

Kimrnitt/Hill memo 

,.e-e,NEIDENT~AL 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

DISAPPROVE 
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9/20/84 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: ROBERT MCFARLANE (Coordinate with James Rosebush on the Lunch) 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.1/~ 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

MEETING: 

Time _reserved for working visit of President Kountche of Nige r: 

11:00 - 30 min - briefing for meeting - Oval Office 
11:30 - 45 min - meeting - Oval Office/ Cabinet Room 
12:15 - 75 min - lunch - Residence 

DATE: 1:30 - 10 min - departure statements - Diplo. Entrance 

December 11, 1984 
TIME: 

As shown 

DURATION: 
As shown 

LOCATION: 
As shown 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press Office 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST 

cc: R. Darman 
R. Deprospero 
B. Elliott 
D. Fischer 
C. Fuller 
W. Henkel 
E. Hickey 
G. Hodges 
C. McCain 
B. Oglesby 

J. Rosebush R. Kimmitt 
R. Scouten 
B. Shaddix 
W. Sittrnann 
L. Speakes 
~VHCA Audio / Visual 
WHCA Operations 
A. Wrobleski 
Nell Yates 
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9/21/84 
MEl\ilORANDUM 

TO: ROBERT MCFARLANE 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

The Lunch with President Kountche of Niger MEETING: 

DATE: 

in connection with his working .visit on December 11 
is changed from the Residence to the Cabinet Room 
Departure statements - C-9 station 
December 11, 1984 

TIME: 12:15 pm 

DURATION: 75 minutes 

LOCATION: Cabinet Room 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press Off ice 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST 

cc: R. Darman 
R. Deprospero 
B. Elliott 
D. Fischer 
C. Fuller 
W. Henkel 
E. Hickey 
G. Hodges 
C. McCain 
B. Oglesby 

J. Rosebush 
R. Scouten 
B. Shaddix 
W. Sittrnann 
L. Speakes 
WHCA Audio/Visual 
WHCA Operations 
A. Wrobleski 
Nell Yates 

R. Kimmitt 



TO MCFARLANE 

NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM RYAN, F 

ID 8407152 

RECEIVED 24 SEP 84 15 

DOCDATE 20 SEP 84 

KEYWORDS: NIGER AP KOUNTCHE, SEYNI 

SUBJECT: WORKING VISIT OF PRES KOUNTCHE OF NIGER 11 DEC 

ACTION: PREPARE BRIEFING PAPERS DUE: 04 DEC 84 STATUS S 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - -- ·- - - - - - ·• - . - - - - - - - - - - -

COMMEN'I'S 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

WETTERING 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

LOG NSCIFID 

FILES WH 

FOR INFO 

FORTIER 

KIMMITT 

THOMPSON 

( CB 

------------------------~------------------------------------------------------
ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE COPIES TO 

Yd_~j- -~-1/_Vl --~~-~--~~:-__ 

------- --------------

DISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE ( C) ---



S/S 8426514 

United States Department of State 

ITT,shington, D.C. 20520 ~ 
September 25, 1984 

A 5: 28 

MEMORANDUM FOR 1 MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
TH-E:..·U~I_TE .. . HP,lJ. SE 

:)j l .w. I Iv, , l\liU1•1 

SUBJECT: Visit of President Seyni Kountche of Niger 

The Department has learned through the American Embassy 
in Niamey that President Kountche accepts the President's 
invitation for an official working visit to Washington on 
December 11, 1984. 

Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 

COMP IDE WI' I..A.J4_ 
DECL: OADR 
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CONFU)ffllAL 
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NATIONAL SECURITir COUNCIL 
WASMl""GTON, O.C. IOSO. 

September 18, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

' 

• 

6108 

SUBcrECT: Visit of President Seyni ~ountche of Niger (C) 

A ~rting visit for President Seyni Kountche of Kiger has 
approved for December 11, 1984. The following White House 
act:>,.vities for that visit are scheduled: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

11:15 - 11:30 AM 
11:30 - 12:15 PM 
12:15 - 1:30 PM 
1:30 PM 

Presidential Pre-Brief 
Oval Office Meeting 
Working Luncheon · 
Departure Ceremonies 

been 

Please provide appropriate briefing papers, proposed departure • 
statement, list of proposed attendees, and other related 
material• to the NSC by December 3, 1984. Please coordinate the 
announcement~of the visit with Bob Sims, 456-2947. (C) 

Please note that for the oval Office meeting the Niger 
contingent will be limited to a aaximum of principal plus three, 
and the working lunch to principal plus seven. (C) ' 

Please coordinate any cable traffic on this matter with the NSC 
sta:ff. (U) 

• 

c~ 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

• 

~-~ 
Robert M. Ximmitt 
Executive Secretary 

• 

DECL.ASS!FIED 
Sec.3A(o) E.O. 12':lGS, au emandod 1 

CONRDBHIAL BY~~~~~:::~~1:llf7z L 
I 



NSC/S PROFILE 

TO MCFARLANE FROM HIL~L, C 

KEYWORDS: NIGER 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF PRES KOUNTCHE ON 11 DEC 

ID 8407225 
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DOCDATE 25 SEP 84 

KOUNTCHE, SEYNI 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR KIMMITT DUE: 26 SEP 84 STATUS S FILES PA 
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AF/W SGBRUNDAG[ 
~lc6l!S X230bl:. 
AF: JKBISHOP 

SIS: 81'1(1'::lNL[Y 
Af/W:(JP(Rk:INS 

--
!MMltIAT( NIAM(Y 

------~· 
----- - -- . . ---- ··-- . . 

_ ~ 'NSCz fWCTT[RIN, __ 1., /W_s _ICWAUCHOP( 

- ·--··· __ __, ---

... AGS : OVIP .. PR[L, NG 

:~&J[ CT : INVITATION TO PR£Sl~£NT KOUNTCHt 

1 - /4TIR[ T[XT. 

2. TH( WHIT£ HOUSt HAS APPROVt~ ISSUANCE 0~ AN 
INYlTATIOH TO PR[SI~(NT KOUNTCHE o, NIGER ,oR AN o,FICIAL 
~O~llNG VISIT OH TUESDAY, ~ECt"BtR ll, AN) HAS APPROV() A 
L(TT[R Of INVITATION TRANS"ITTE~ BELOW. TH£ SCENARIO o, 
TH( DECCMB(R ll VISIT FOLLOWS: 

ll:J~ - l.2:l.S PM 

: .: : lS - l,:)Q PM 

l:JO PM 

OYAL OfricE M(tTING 

WOR~ING LUNCHEON 

~EPARTUR( CEREMONY 

BEGIN TEXT Of INVITATION: QUOT( bEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

: NAY( BC[N Y(RY PLtAS(D WITH THE QUALITY Of THE 
~lL1TlONS~IP BtTWCCN THE REPUBLIC o, NIGER ANb THE UNITEb 
~TATES OF AMERICA SINCE I ASSUMED OFFICE IN JANUARY,. 
l~!l. ~lTH THAT fA(T IN MIN», AN» BEING CONfinENT THAT 
Pt~:O NAL (ONTACT BETWEEN US WOUL, CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVING 

~ L 

JI:~~ 

SG~ 
, .. 
CJPti' 
-=1'--.__ 

8"(11:: 



( CNf!DENll-lt< ... 
R(LATIONS BETW(tN OU~ TWO COUNTRitS, I WISH TO (XT£N~ AN 
lNvITATlON TO YOU AN) MA»AMt KOUNTCH£ TO PAY AN OFFICIAL 
v :SIT TO WASHINGTON IN )tCCMBCR, l~6~. 

! HOP( IT WlLL 8( CONV(NI(NT TO YOUR SCHEDULE TO MEET 
WITH ME ON TH( MORNING Of l>[C("S(R ll• FOLLOWING OUR 
D!SCUSSIOMS, I WOUL) LIKt TO Ol"l"tlt A· LUNCMEON IN YOUR 
HONOR TO R(PAY IN SO"[ M(ASURt THE ·KIN) HOSPITALITY ANb 
~RACIOUS RtCtPTION YOU HAVE ACCO~)C» SO MANY 
R(PRES(NTATIY(S Of MY AbMlNIST~ATION. I (NOW YOU WILL 
WI SH TO HOL) ~ISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER nEMBERS Of MY 
GOVtRNM[NT ON ~UGJtCTS o, ~UTUAL AN) PA~TICULAR lHTtRCSl, 
BUT I AM MYSELf LOO(IN, ,o~wA~I TO HAVIN, THE BENEl"IT o, 
Your P(RSP((TIVCS ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES Of COMMON 
( ON( [ RN. 

I ~ O u~~ 8( )(LlGHT(b TO R(Ctlvt TH~ou,w ~y AM8ASSA)OR, 
n~. CASCY, ANY SUGG[~TIONS YOU MAY HAVE POR EVENTS IN 
wHl(H .YOU WOULI> LI.:'.£ TO PARTICIPATE: WHILE YOU ARE IN THE 
:.i ,-..IH. ~ STAT(S. 

• 
ll 
f 
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S/S 8428836 

United States Department of State 

Was hington, D.C. 20520 

October 18, 1984 

• •. I •: ' • -. · , • 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR.ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Visit of President Seyni Kountche of Niger 

The Department has learned through the American Embassy 
in Niamey that President Kountche has formally accepted the 
President's letter of invitation for an official working visit 
in Washington, December 11, 1984. 

Co ~ 
Charles HiJ.l 

Executive Sec~rtary 

CO.WF IDmij'i'IA"l? 
DECL: OADR 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 8503 

WAS HING TO N 

November 19, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ROBERT C. MCFARLANE ~ 

FROM: EDWARD v. HICKEY, JR.x 
SUBJECT: Aircraft Reg:uest- President Kountche 

Attached is the State Department request for aircraft support 
during President Kountche's visit. Aircraft are available. 

Please forward your recommendations to the Chief of Staff. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Edward Hickey 
Director, Military Office 
The White House 

Catherine C. Murdock , \ ... ·- ; 
Office of Protocol 
tele: 632-1676 

United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

November 16, 1984 

Official Working Visit of The President of the 
Republic of Niger to Washington, D.C., December 
10 - 1 3, 1984 

President Reagan has invited President Kountche on an 
Official Working Visit to Washington, D.C. In this regard, 
I would like to request the following helicopter and 
aircraft support: 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1984 

Mid- One U.S. Presidential Aircraft (VC-9) to take 
afternoon President Kountche and his party from New York -

John F. Kennedy Airport . to Andrews Air Force 
Base. 

PM Two U.S. Presidential Helicopters (VH-3D) to take 
President Kountche and his party from Andrews Air 
Force Base to the Washington Monume~t Grounds, 
Reflecting Pool Heliport. 

THURSDAY, ·DECEMBER 13, 1984 

8 : 15 am 
Approx. 

8: 30 am 
Approx. 

PM 

Two U.S. Presidential Helicopters (VH-3D) to take 
President Kountche and his party from the 
Washington Monument Grounds, Reflecting Pool 
Heliport to Andrews Air Force Base. 

One U.S. Presidential Aircraft (VC-9) to take 
President Kountche and his party from Andrews Air 
Force Base to StardsvillP., Mississippi - Golden 
Triangle Air Terminal. 

One U.S. Presidential Aircraft (VC-9) to take 
President Kountche and his party from 
Starksville, Mississippi - Golden Triangle Air 
Terminal to New York - John F. Kennedy Airport. 

cc: Cliff Sharrock 
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S/S 8431951 . Cl.&d t 
United States Department of State 

Washington , D. C. 20520 

November 21, 1984 C()NRBENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

THE WHITE . HOUSE,: -~ I . ~ 
3 

r,.' --

' J '.; 

SUBJE_CT: Visit ot' President ·Kountche -- Is·sues and Objectives 
Paper 

President Reagan will meet with President Kountche of 
Niger on Tuesday, December 11, at 11:30 a.m. at the White 
House. Following the meeting, the President is hosting a 
luncheon for President Kountche. 

Attached is the issues and objectives paper for the 
-Kountche visit. 

Attachment: 
Issues and Objectives Paper 

Co~ 
Charles Hill 

Executive Secretary 

ffiNFIDENTIAt 
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ISSUES AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE OFFICIAL WORKING VISIT OF THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NIGER 

1. Issue: U.S. - Niger Relations 

Objective: To reaffirm our support for President 
Kountche's efforts to pursue a western oriented foreign 
policy, develop Niger's economy, and deal with threats from 
Libya. 

There are no major outstanding issues in U.S.-Niger 
relations. surrounded by Libya, Chad, Nigeria and Burkina 
Faso, Niger is a relatively stable island in a sea of 
turmoil. Qadhafi has openly identified Niger as •next in line 
after Chad• in his dreams of a Libyan-dominated Sahel. 
Kountche is also concerned over Nigeria'a political fragility 
and the presence of a radical, Libyan-influenced regime in 
neighboring Burkina Faso. Kountche believes his best line of 
defense is to concentrate his meager resources on the economic 
development of his country to prevent social unrest that could 
be exploited by Qadhafi. We share Kountche's concerns and we 
concur with his solution to them. To that end we are 
contributing to Niger's short-term budgeting concerns through 
our ESF program and its long-term development through USAID 
projects. We are also directly helping Niger's small military 
£orces with IMET and MAP. 

2. Issue: Effects of Niger's Drought. 

Objective: 
effects of 
terms, and 
need. 

To demonstrate our understanding of the 
the drought, both in humanitarian and political 
to reaffirm our resolve to help a friend in 

Niger takes seriously the objective of feeding its 
population. President Kountche's practical approach to 
development has brought Niger near food self-sufficency in 
recent years. This year, however, Niger has been hit by a 
devastating drought and is experiencing a serious shortfall in 
food supplies. Most experts agree that Niger needs a 
staggering 350,000 tons of grain delivered in-country by 
October, 1985. The U.S. has been a leader in the effort to 
assist Niger and has already agreed to provide substantial 
amounts of emergency food aid. Niger's ability to manage the 
situation will be a major test of President Kountche's 
leadership. 

3. Issue: Black African Support of our Southern Africa 
Policies. 

Objective: To facilitate Black African understanding and 
appreciation of our southern African policies. 

Niger and other African moderates are aware that our 

...e€)hE lbENTIAL 
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policies are producing positive results. They know that 
Africa must meet these evolving realities with more realistic 
policy positions. To facilitate this process the perceptive 
views of an informed African leader such as President Kountche 
can be of great value. 

4. Issue: Niger ' Activities in International Fora 

Objective: To show appreciation for and to encourage more 
Nigerien support for USG positions in international fora 

Niger has done good work behind the scenes at 
international meetings to moderate extremist resolutions and 
actions. At the last meeting of the Islamic conference, Niger 
worked effectively within the Jerusalem Committee to achieve a 
more acceptable result. Niger has taken some bold stands, 
e.g. boycotting Qadhafi's two OAU summits at Tripoli and 
speaking out against Libya in a UN debate on Chad. During the 
current UNGA, Niger voted against resolutions criticizing the 
U.S. by name and voted as well in favor of Israeli 
credentials. Niger has repeatedly demonstrated courage in 
standing up for principle and fairness. We should express our 
appreciation, and we should encourage Niger to continue to 
play this role in a large number of areas where our views and 
interests converge. 

5. Issue: France as the ultimate guarantor of Niger's 
sovereignty. 

Objective: To reinforce the concept that the Government 
of Niger must always look toward France as its primary 
guarantor of sovereignty. 

Historically Niger has looked to France for protectio~ 
from Libyan aggression. However, France's slow reaction to 
Libyan activities in Chad and its disregard tor Habre in 
negotiating the French-Libyan pullout have shaken Niger's 
faith in the French. This coupled with our own growing 
assistance programs to Niger and the convergence of Niger and 
USG views, have tempted President Kountche to look to the U.S. 
as an alternative for his great dependence on France. 
President Kountche has requested every senior American 
official he has met to •not consider Niger as French 
property•. Our interests justify only a limited role in Niger 
hence, we should be sure that President Kountch~ understands 
fully that Niger must look primarily to France for 
protection. In this context we will want to ascertain how 
much Kountche counts on Algeria to be helpful in resisting 
Libyan machinations. 

tONFIDEN1'11ti,, 



1 • • S/S 8431867 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

November 21, 1984 LfMIJ[D fflCIAL BS[ 
---­p : MEM0RANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: _ Visit of President Kountche -- State/Nigerien 
Participation in White House Events 

President Reagan will meet with President Kountche of 
Niger on Tuesday, December 11, at 11:30 a.m. at the White 
House. Following the meeting, the President is hosting a 
luncheon for President Kountche. 

Lists of suggested participants for the Presidential 
Pre-Brief, the President's meeting, and luncheon with 
President Kountche are attached. 

c~~ill 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

Participants in Presidential Pre-Brief 
Participants in President's Meeting 
Suggested Luncheon Guest List 
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PRESIDENTIAL PRE-BRIEF FOR 
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE 

Tuseday, December 11, 11:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

Suggested Participants 

The secretary of State 

Chester A. Crocker, Assistant Secretary 
for African Affairs 

William R. Casey, Jr. 
American Ambassador to Niger 



PRESIDENT REAGAN'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE 
Tuesday, December 11, 11:30 a.m. 

Suggested Participants 

U.S. 

The Secretary of State 
Chester A. crocker, Assistant Secretary 

for African Affairs 
William R. Casey, Jr. 

American Ambassador to Niger 

Niger 

President Kountche 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moumouni Djermakoye Adamou, member of the 
Supreme Military council 
Ide Oumarou, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Ambassador Joseph Diatta 



PRESIDENT REAGAN'S LUNCHEON FOR PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE 
Tuesday, December 11, 12:15 p.m 

Suggested Guest List 

U.S. 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick 
M. Peter McPherson, Administrator, Agency 

for International Development 
Loret Miller Ruppe, Director, Peace Corps 
Ambassador William R. Casey, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary Chester A. Crocker 

Niger 

President Kountche 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moumouni Djermakoye Adamou, member of the 
Supreme Military Council 
Mr. Daouda Diallo, Minister of Information 
Dr. Ari Toubo Ibrahim, Minister of Rural Development 
Mr. Ide Oumarou, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Mr. Sani Bako, Director of Cabinet of the President 
Ambassador Joseph Diatta 
Mr. Abdou Hamani, Rector of the University of Niamey 
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CONf:lrn:MTJ;1~ 
~~llli November 30, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Visit of President Kountche -- Talking Points for The 
President 

President Reagan will meet with President Kountche of 
Niger on Tuesday, December 11, at 11:30 a.m. at the White 
House. Following the meeting, the President is hosting a 
luncheon for President Kountche. 

Attached are talking points for the President's use during 
his meeting with President Kountche. 

Attachment: 

1, 
'...!) ~· . ~./; 

i 
1 

Charles Hlll 
Executive Secretary 

Talking points for the President 

CQNFIOENTfAL-
T"\'C'lf'""T • l"'\7\.T"\O 
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TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT SEYNI KOUNTCHE OF NIGER 

The U.S. And Niger 

-- I am glad to have this opportunity to welcome you to the 
White House. We have long admired your pragmatic approach to the 
problems of economic development and your courage in pursuing an 
independent foreign policy in the face of threats from a hostile 
neighbor. 

Drought 

-- I want to express to you my own deep concern and the 
concern of the American people for the victims of the drought 
which has struck Africa. We are committed to providing the 
necessary assistance so that Niger and other countries are spared 
the effects of famine and disease. 

-- We are well aware of the serious difficulties Niger is 
experiencing as a result of the closed border with Nigeria. I 
have written to President Buhari urging him to permit the 
shipment through Nigerian ports of emergency food aid destined 
for Niger. 

-- We have noted with interest your activities as the 
President of the CILSS, I would appreciate hearing your assess­
ment of the drought situation within Niger and the Sahel in 
general. 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

-- An arm~ control objective of major importance to the world 
community is the effort to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 
lt is a long standing goal of the US to seek universal adherence 
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

-- (If President Kountche informs you of Niger's intention to 
adhere to the treaty) We warmly welcome your decision to join 
the NPT as a major contribution to international efforts to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons to other countries. 

Niger's Activities in International Organizations 

-- We are aware of the important role that Niger has played 
behind the scenes at international meetings to moderate extremist 
resolution and actions. I admire the courage that Niger has 
demonstrated in standing up for the principle and fairness, and I 
hope that Niger will continue to play this role. 

Southern Africa 

-- The us is now actively en9aged in finding a peaceful solu­
tion which can bring about the independence of Namibia. I would 
like to hear your views on the situation in Southern Africa. 

~ If>ENTIK'L 
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~ 
November 30, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Visit of President Kbuntche -- Background Papers for 
The President 

President Reagan will meet with President Kountche of 
Niger on Tuesday, December 11, at 11:30 a.m. at the White 
House. Following the meeting, the President is hostin~ a 
luncheon for President Kountche. 

Attached are background papers for the Kountche visit. 

Attachment: 

Covev, 
Charles Ht 11 

Executive Secretary 

Background papers for the President 

DECL: OADR 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIEFING PAPER 

Pro-Western Niger, through the leadership of President 
Kountche, exerts a positive influence in international fora in 
excess of its limited political clout and meager economic 
resources. This influence is directed toward moderation and the 
restraint of extremist views. Niger's foreign policy is shaped 
in large part by the African tradition of seeking consensus 
based on dialogue, compromise, and the avoidance of 
confrontation. President Kountche is a pragmatic man whose 
foremost foreign policy concern is the maintenance of stability 
within West Africa and in the OAU. 

Niger's primary external concern is its relationship with 
its antagonistic neighbor, Libya. Niger seeks to avoid sense­
less confrontation with its much stronger neighbor and is now in 
the process of developing a dialogue with Libya with the aim of 
normalizing bilateral relations. Niger has taken strong stands 
against Libya when it felt Niger's national interests were at 
stake. Twice Niger boycotted the Tripoli OAU summit and thus 
helped deny Qadhafi the OAU chairmanship. Niger spoke out in 
the UN against Libyan aggression in Chad, and in 1981 closed 
down the Libyan Embassy in Niamey in the belief that Libyan 
diplomats were involved in subversive activities. 

After Libya, Niger is concerned with what Kountche sees as 
the instability of his region. The war in Chad, the political 
and economic upheavals in Nigeria, Soviet influence in Benin and 
Mali, and the Sankara revolution in Burkina Faso, all cause 
Niger deep concern. Kountche's approach towards his quarrelsome 
neighbors is to maintain the best relationship possible by 
avoiding involvement in their internal affairs while focusing 
attention on regional approaches to economic development. 
Following the Libya-Morocco "union" and the French-Libyan accord 
on troop withdrawal in neighboring Chad, Niger has reinforced 
efforts to forge closer ties with Algeria as a counterbalance to 
what it views as the rapproachment of two of its friends (France 
and Morocco) with its most serious menace (Libya). While not 
always agreeing with Algeria's sometimes anti-_western policies, 
Niger for several years has viewed Algerla as a relatively 
stable force in the region. 

In West Africa, where Niger is a member of many regional 
organizations, President Kountche has emerged as an influential 
statesman known for his moderate, pragmatic views. In 
international fora such as the OAU, the Islamic Conference and 
UN, Niger has worked effectively behind the scenes to moderate 
extremist views. 

Niger has no illusions about the "benefits" the Soviets 
offer the developing world. While Niger maintains a cool but 
correct relationship with the Soviets, Kountche has welcomed the 
administration's firm determination on East-West issues. 
Historically, Niger has seen France as its closest friend( but. 
Kountche has tried to decrease this dependence by broadening ~is 
relationships with the United States and other Western countries. 



POLITICAL OVERVIEW: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIEFING PAPER 

Since taking power in a coup in 1974, President Kountche 
has dominated the Government of Niger. He realizes, however, 
that his essentially one-man rule cannot endure indefinitely, 
and in 1979 he undertook a modest program of political 
reform. To avoid the mistakes of Niger's own past and the 
often unsuccessful experience of other African states with 
civilian constitutional rule, Kountche has proceeaed 
cautiously. He is also mindful of his need for continued 
support from the Nigerien military and is anxious not to move 
so far in the direction of civilian government as to provoke a 
reaction from the army. 

Kountche has not allowed any political parties to 
function, but he has created a structure called the 
Development Society which provides for grass roots 
participation in some governmental affairs. The Development 
Society is essentially a hierarchical network of councils at 
the village, county, regional and national levels which groups 
together representatives of all major interest groups in the 
country, including the islamic ·clergy, youth and women. The 
main task of the councils is to provide advice to the 
government on economic development projects. Additionally, 
the Development Society has been given the task of creating a 
naiional charter which is to pave the way for the writing of a 
new constitution. Despite these developments, the powerful 
military remains deeply suspicious of civilian rule, and it is 
apparent that President Kountche has yet to find a workable 
power-sharing formula between the military and civilians. 

Economic austerity, the disastrous drought, and years of 
tight military government have combined this year to put more 
of a strain on President Kountche's regime than at any other 
time since he took power a decade ago. Disaffection with his 
government is rising, particularly among the urban elite who 
have borne the brunt of Niger's austerity program. As noted, 
Kountche's plans for the Development Society could provoke 
opposition from the military. Discontent among the northern 
nomadic tribes over the government's delay in providing relief 
assistance to them could provide an opening for Libya to renew 
its subversive activities in Niger. President Kountche's 
strategy has been to keep his opponents weak through strict 
security measures, while moving to -eliminate sources of 
discontent through a policy which emphasizes tight managment 
of government operations and a pragmatic approach to economic 
development. 



ECONOMIC OVERVIEW: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIEFING PAPER 

Historically, Niger's economy was based on producing food 
grains and livestock for internal consumption and limited 
amounts of peanuts and cotton for export. After independence 
in 1960 Niger, with little infrastructure, remained heavily 
dependent on French assistance. During the 1970's Niger's 
economy was dramatically altered for the better by the 
development of its uranium resources and for the worse by the 
impact of the Sahel drought. 

With the opening of two large uranium mines in the 1970's, 
Niger became the world's fifth largest uranium producer. 
High prices in the late 1970's enabled Niger, which must buy 
its share of uranium from the French-controlled mining 
companies, to sell uranium on the world market and receive 
substantial export earnings. These earnings were used to 
finance major infrastructure and communication projects. When 
uranium prices collapsed in the early 1980's, Niger borrowed 
to maintain its ambitious development plans, accumulating a 
substantial foreign debt. With uranium prices stagnant, Niger 
was forced in 1982 to cut back government expenditures and 
seek an agreement with the IMF. Niger has since been under an 
IMF program designed to stabilize the economy and resume 
growth. In 1983, and again in 1984, Niger rescheduled a 
portion of its foreign debt at the Paris Club. 

Niger was seriously affected by the Sahel drought of 
1969-1974. President Kountche seized power in 1974 alleging 
that the previous government failed to distribute drought 
relief in an equitable or timely manner. His economic policy 
was to use uranium revenues to support government operations 
and finance major infrastructure efforts while using all 
available arable land for food, rather than cash crops, in 
order to achieve food self-sufficiency. While this approach 
permitted Niger to nearly become self-sufficent in basic food 
grains and accumulate reserve stocks, the country remained 
vulnerable to drought. 

Niger's economy has suffered from its over-reliance on 
uranium revenues and the country's limited agricultural 
capacity. The high uranium prices of the late 70s were a 
temporary phenomenon and obscured the fact that uranium 
production costs in Niger were, and will remain, very high. 
With Niger unable to sell much of its high-cost uranium, the 
benefit to Niger of French mining operations is a relatively 
small amount of revenue, mostly from export taxes. With 
regard to the food problem, development experts now realize 
that Niger's harsh environment is a greater impediment to 
increased agricultural production than originally thought.With 
a population that has doubled since independence and the 
country's vulnerability to drought, Niger is losing ground in 
its efforts to assure President Kountche's pledge to grow 
enough food for Niger's population. 
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DROUGHT/FOOD AID: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIEFING PAPER. 

Niger was severely affected by the great Sahelian drought 
of 1968-74. Under President Kountche's leadership, Niger over 
the past decade has been able to avoid a recurrence of the 
widespread starvation and suffering that its people went 
through a decade ago. By maintaining high official prices for 
farm produce, Niger has encouraged its own farmers to raise 
production levels and has attracted cross-border trade from 
farmers in northern Nigeria, enabling Niger to build 
substantial grain reserves and even export some grain to its 
neighbors. However, as the result of an almost total failure 
of the normal rainfall pattern this year, the 1984 cereal 
grains harvest is only 50 percent of the 1983 crop. Niger's 
pastoral zone which supports vast nomadic livestock herds has 
been devastated. Already the drought has caused great 
hardship with thousands of people being forced to move away 
from areas most seriously affected by drought. The FAO and 
USAID estimate that Niger will need some 375,000 metric tons 
of grains from the donor community to meet this year's 
shortfall in food production. 

The USG is leading the donor response to this disaster. 
Working with other donors we hope to assist the government of 
Niger to meet this crisis in a timely manner. To this end the 
U.S. has set an indicative planning level of 100,000 metric 
tons of U.S. food aid to Niger in FY 1985 to meet our fair 
share of the food deficit. 30,000 tons have already been 
ordered, and U.S. food aid for Niger will begin arriving in 
West African ports in January, 1985. 

Niger's ability to manage this situation will be a major 
test of President Kountche's leadership. While humanitarian 
considerations are paramount, it is vital to the stability of 
the region and the survival of the pro-western regime of 
President Kountche that Niger to be provided with the means 
necessary to deal effectively with the drought. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIEFING PAPER 

NIGER: SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

France has traditionally been Niger's primary source of all 
forms of assistance, but, as a stable, Western-oriented state 
threatened by Qadhafi's Libya and uneasy about instability in 
other neighboring states (Chad, Nigeria and Burkina Faso), Niger 
also looks to the U.S. for assistance. Niger would have to rely 
primarily on France in an emergency, but U.S. security 
assistance enhances the deterrent value of Niger's small 
military · force and is of great psychological importance to Niger. 

U.S. security assistance to Niger began in FY-81 with an 
International Military Education and Training (IMET) Program of 
$210,000 and $2.3 million in FMS credits. In recognition of 
Niger's severe economic and financial difficulties, we added in 
FY-83 a $5 million Economic Support Fund (ESF) grant and began 
to shift from FMS credits to MAP grants ($1 million). Security 
assistance to Niger in FY-85 will be $5 million MAP, $5 million 
ESF, and $200,000 IMET, bringing the total of security 
assistance over the five-year period to $30 million. Assistance 
is projected to continue at the same levels in FY-86. 

President Kountche is more realistic and candid about his 
country's needs and limitations than most of his African peers 
and has stated that he desires unsophisticated, rugged equipment 
his troops can operate effectively and economically over Niger's 
difficult terrain. With a country more than twice the size of 
Texas and a limited infrastructure, Kountche has chosen to use 
our assistance to enhance the mobility of his lean, 4,000-man 
ground force, and provide training and support for two C-130 
aircraft, and equipment for a parachute company. This emphasis 
will continue in FY-85, after which Niger is expected to pursue 
its interest in anti-armor and air defense weaponry. 

The GON has repeatedly expressed its satisfaction with the 
pace and scope of our security assistance program and has 
welcomed the assignment of a Defense Attache next year. The 
Nigeriens have demonstrated exceptional professionalism, 
thoroughness and practicality in their planning and implemen­
tation of security assistance. They take both training and 
maintenance seriously. The efficient military expects to play a 
major role in the distribution of drought emergency food aid and 
may seek use of civic action funds in this context. 
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ACTION December 7, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ' ROBERT KIMMITT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PHIL RINGDAHL~ 

Request for Mrs. Reagan to Host a Coffee for 
Mrs . Kountche, December 11 

As part of the visit of President Kountche of Niger, December 
11, 1984, the First Lady's office has agreed that Mrs. Reagan 
would host a coffee for Mrs. Mintou Kountche on December 11 at 
approximately 11:00 A.M. for twenty minutes. 

State has forwarded talking points for Mrs. Reagan and a bio 
sketch on Mrs. Kountche. I concur in the talking points. 

RECOMMENDATION: Sign and forward attached Kirnrnitt/Rosebush 
memo. 

APPROVE 

Attachments 
Tab I 

Tab II 

cc: 
OVP 
Martin 

DISAPPROVE 

Kirnrnitt/Rosebush memo 
A Talking points and bio 
Clearance Roster 



MEMORANDUM 

NAT IO!\AL SECUR ITY COUKCIL 

8879 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES ROSEBUSH 

FROM: ROBERT KIMMITT 

SUBJECT: First Lady's Coffee for Mrs. Kountche 

As part of the visit of President Kountche of Niger, December 
11, 1984, the First Lady's office has agreed that Mrs. Reagan 
would host a coffee for Mrs. Kountche on December 11, to begin 
at approximately 11:00 A.M. for twenty minutes . 

The State Department has forwarded talking points and a bio 
sketch on Mrs. Kountche (Tab A). We concur in the talking 
points. 

Please note that Mrs. Kountche does not speak English; she and 
her party are French-speaking. The State Department will 
provide an interpreter. 

Attachment 
Tab A Talking points and bio 



Mrs. Reagan's Coffee for Mrs. Kountche 
Suggested Talking Points 

-- Welco□e to the United States Madame Kountche, I have 
been looking forward to meeting you. I understand this is 
your first visit to our country. Washington has a great 
variety of shops and interesting sights, and perhaps I can 
give you some suggestions. 

-- I wish to thank you for the beautiful gift of the 
silver Nigerien crosses. I have heard of the intricate 
artisan work found in Niger but had no idea it would be so 
striking. Could you give me some information regarding the 
meaning of the crosses. 

-- I understand that the Association of Nigerien Wo men is 
working to produce a new family code for Niger. Could you 
give me an idea of the activities of women in the society and 
how you feel this family code will benefit them. 

-- I know that you are associated with programs in Niger 
concerned with the welfare of children, women, and the 
handicapped. I too am concerned with these, especially the 
problem of drugs in our schools. You are fortunate that Niger 
does not have this problem. could you tell me a little about 
the activities of your association? 

-- I understand your oldest son is taking college 
preparatory courses in Canada. Do you expect to be visiting 
him following your stay in Washington? 



BIOGRAPHY 

Madame Kountche 

Mrs. Kountche has five children who range in age from 10 
(a girl) to 21 (a boy). The oldest is taking a college 
preparatory course in Quebec, Canada. Mrs. Kountche speaks 
Djerma and is believed to understand French but is reluctant 
to speak it. She lives on an army base with President 
Kountche in the Chief of Staff House. Most of her close 
friends are the wives of other military officers and some 
Djerma ministers. 

Mrs. Kountche is listed as a leader in many of Niger's 
associations dealing with children, women and the handicapped, 
and she presides over many of their functions. But there is 
some question as to the depth of her substantive participation. 

Mrs. Kountche has accompanied President Kountche on 
official visits to most of the Francophone West African 
countries, France, China, India, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
Without the President, she has reportedly traveled only to 
France on shopping trips. While she has never before traveled 
to North or South America, several of her children have 
visited New York and Canada. 



. 'l 

j 
• I 

. I 
I 

' ~ 
. j 
l 

To: Off icer-in-charge 
Appointments Center 
Room 060, OEOB 

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

Tuesday, December 11 84 Please admit the following appointments on _____________ _______ , 19 __ _ 

the First Lady for _________ ~~-------------of ___________ __ _ 
(NAME OF P'ERSON TO BE VISITED) 

Mrs. Barbara Bush, wife of the Vice President / 

Mrs. Saone -Crocker, wife of Asst Secretary of State Chester Crocker 

Mrs. Marcia Dam, wife of Kenneth Dam, Deputy Secy of State 

Mrs. Dione Casey, wife of Ambassador William Casey 

From Niger 

Mrs. Mintou Kountche, wife of President Seyni Kountche 

Mrs. Moudi (wife of the Minister of Health) 

Mrs. Ide Oumarou, wife of the Foreign Minister 

Mrs. Haoua Diatta, wife of the Ambassador of Niger 

Mrs. Fatoumata Diallo 

MEETING LOCATION 

White House Building ____________ _ Phil Ringdahl Requested by _______________ _ 

Yellow Oval Room Room No ________ _ 373 3393 Room No _____ Telephone ________ _ 

11:00 Time of Meeting _________ _ 
Dec 7, 1984 . ~>, Date of request ______________ _ 

Addit ions and/ or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OE OB - 395-60.' ·' ,.. . WHITE HOUSE - 456-6742 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE SSf" 2037 {05-71) 

. . ' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 
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SUBJECT: 

I. THE SETTING 

• I 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 1, 1984 

THE PRESIDENT 

George P. Shultz 

S/S 8432749 

Your Meeting with President Seyni Kountche 
of Niger, December 11, 1984 

This is the first time that President Kountche has met 
with the President of the United States. In 1981, · President 
Kountche met with Vice President Bush in Washington, and in 
May, he met briefly with the Vice President again during the 
funeral in Conakry of Guinea's President Sekou Toure. 
President Kountche recognizes that the real importance of the 
visit to him is the prestige which accrues from the visit 
itself. This will enhance his status and influence in West 
Africa, the OAU, the Islami~ Conference, and the Non-Aligned 
Movement. It will also put Colonel Qadhafi, his aggressive 
neighbor to the north, on notice that we support President 
Kountche and his efforts to maintain Niger's territorial 
integrity and independent foreign policy. 

Kountche is an experienced statesman and will want to keep 
the discussion on a level appropriate to two heads of state. 
We expect President Kountche to inform you that Niger, a major 
uranium producer, has decided to sign the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty in response to your August letter and a decade of U.S. 
demarches. You should warmly welcome Niger's decision to join 
the NPT as a major contribution to international efforts to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 

President Kountche's credentials as an influential Islamic 
African leader who wishes us well make him an ideal 
interlocutor for a discussion of African leaders' perceptions 
of their economic and security concerns, and how these leaders 
view U.S. policies in Africa. President Kountche is widely 
regarded as a pragmatist more interested in economic 
development than in empty rhetoric. Niger was severely 
affected by the great Sahelian drought of 1969-74. Over the 
past ten years, Niger, under Kountche's no-nonsense approach 
to development, was able to avoid a recurrence of the 
widespread starvation and suffering that its people endured a 
decade ago. Unfortunately, Niger has not been spared from 
this year's drought and will require significant amounts of 
donor assistance to prevent widespread famine. Kountche is 
the head of an organization of West African states that seek 
to fight the effects of drought, and he will want to present 
his views on donor drought relief efforts and the prospects 
for long-term economic development in Africa. 



II. THE ISSUES 

..,,CONFIDE triT1\ L 

- 2 -

U.S.-Niger relations are excellent. You should use the 
occasion of your meeting with President Kountche to reaffirm 
our support for his pro-West foreign policy, his efforts to 
develop Niger's economy, and the way he has dealt with threats 
from Libya. As one of Libya's southern neighbors, Niger is 
directly in the path of Qadhafi's expansion into sub-Saharan 
Africa. In addition, Kountche is much concerned with 
Nigeria's political fragility and the presence of a radical 
Libyan-influenced regime in neighboring Burkina Faso. -
Kountche has proven to be a wily and effective opponent of 
Qadhafi. You will want to exchange views on the Libyan threat 
to sub-Saharan Africa and measures to contain Qadhafi's 
influence in neighboring states. 

Historically, Niger has looked to France for protection 
from Libyan aggression. However, France's slow reaction to 
Libyan aggression in Chad and its disregard for President 
Habre in negotiating the French-Libyan withdrawal have shaken _ 
Niger's confidence in the French. This coupled with the 
growth of our assistance programs and the convergence of Niger 
and USG views, have tempted President Kountche to look to the 
U.S. as an alternative to his great dependence on France. Our 
interests justify only a limited role in Niger. Hence, we 
must make certain that President Kountche understands fully 
that Niger must look primarily to France for protection. 

President Kountche's pragmatic approach to development has 
nearly enabled Niger to feed itself in recent years. This 
year, however, Niger has been hit by a devastating drought 
which threatens widespread famine. Providing adequate food 
aid to Niger's population until the next harvest will present 
the greatest challenge to President Kountche's leadership 
since he assumed power a decade ago. Having come to power 
partially because the previous government proved incapable of 
dealing with the consequences of drought, Kountche is acutely 
aware that the survival of his regime may be at stake. We 
should demonstrate our understanding of the effects of the 
drought on Niger, in both humanitarian and political terms, 
and reaffirm our resolve to assist Niger in its time of need. 
You will be able to cite impressive food aid totals. 

Other objectives we have for the visit include: 1) 
facilitating African understanding and appreciation of our 
Southern African policies through an exchange of views with a 
moderate and influential African leader and 2) demonstrating 
appreciation for Niger's support of US positions in 
international fora and encouraging President Kountche to 
continue these efforts. Detailed talking points have been 
prepared for your use on each of these topics. 

COMPIDENT..I.M, 
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(State/Elliott) 
December 6, 1984 
4:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DEPARTURE OF PRESIDENT SEYNI KOUNTCHE 
OF NIGER 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1984 

It has been an honor and a pleasure to welcome President 

Seyni Kountche [SEN-ee KOON-chay] to Washington . Our meeting 

takes places at a time when the world's attention is focused on 

the serious food crisis in Africa. Niger has not been spared the 

ravages of the drought; however, through the constructive efforts 

of President Kountche's government, and the help of the 

international community, including the United States, the effects 

of the drought in Niger will be reduced. 

Those who know President Kountche know that food 

self-sufficiency and the well-being of his people are his primary 

goals. He has gone about these objectives with pragmatic 

policies. President Kountche represents an impressive example of 

the kind of serious, concerned leadership that Africa will need 

to overcome its economic problems. His reputation as a dedicated 

and capable leader has been confirmed by his visit to Washington 

today. 

In our conversations this morning and at lunch, we covered 

many of the important international problems of the day, 

particularly those concerning Africa. We have benefited from 

President Kountche's views on the problems of drought and 

economic development in the Sahel [suh-HELL], as well as the 

political problems of that region. We support Niger's efforts to 

maintain its independence and territorial integrity. In many 

areas our views converge. On a few others, in a spirit of mutual 



Page 2 

respect, we have agreed to differ. We have an excellent 

bilateral relationship to which we both attach considerable 

importance. 

Niger and the United States together are committed to the 

resolution of international problems through the pursuit of 

realistic dialogue in international organizations, and through 

the exercise of rational economic policies at home. I have 

assured President Kountche of our support for him and his 

country, and I have expressed our admiration for his 

accomplishments at home and abroad. 
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To: Otficer-in-d,arge 
Appointments Center 
Room 060. OEOB 

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

Tuesday, December 11 84 Please admit the following appointments on ______ ~----- --------, 19 

The President for ________ __________ ,-_____ of _____________ _ 
(NAME OF PERSON TO BE VISITED) (AGENCY) 

The Vice President 
Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger 
Deputy Secretary of State Kenneth Darn 
Robert C. McFarlane, WH 
Assistant Secretary of State Chester Crocker 
Ambassador William Casey 
AID Administrator Peter McPherson 
Peace Corps Director Loret Ruppe 
Phillip Ringdahl, NSC 

From Niger 

President Seyni Kountche 
Mr. Ide Oumarou 
Lt Colonel Moumouni Djermakoye Adamou 
Ambassador Joseph Diatta 
Mr. Daouda Diallo 
Mr. Ari Toubo Ibrahim 
Mr. Sani Bako 
Mr. Abdou Hamani 

MEETING LOCATION 

White House Building ____________ _ A db Phillip Ringdahl 
equeste Y----------------

A 
Oval Office/Roosevelt Room/rabinet Room 3393 Rm 373 oom No________ _____ Hoom flJo _____ Tel_epnone _______ _ _ 

11:30 AM Time of Meeting _________ _ Dec 7, 1984 11;-·-. Date of request ______________ _ 

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 
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