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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 

SEP 2 I 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
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Subject: Gorbachev Letter to the President on Krasnoyarsk 

Attached is the original Russian text of General Secretary 
Gorbachev's letter to the President on Krasnoyarsk, which 
Ambassador Dubinin gave the Secretary on September 15. Also 
attached is State ' s translation of the letter (the Secretary 
sent the President a copy of the Soviet Embassy ' s unofficial 
translation ·under cover of his September 16 memo). 

Attachments : 
as stated 
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-&ilCfiEg;' 
DECL:OADR 

Melvyn Levitsky 
Executive Secretary 



YBalta~~ roCllO.ItHH Ilpe3M,I(8HT, 

BHHMB.T0.7Il>HO O3Ha.KOMR31CH C BrulmM IlZCbMOM OT 12 a.BrycTa. 

Xoren 6H B OTKPOB8HHOM Z KOHCTPYKTRBHOM .nyxe, xapa.KTepHOM 

;vm Ramero .zmMora, no.n;eJm.TbCH CBOHMH coo6pruiteH.EHME no 

noBO.ztY saTpoHyToro B HeM Bonpoca o co6np;memrn .1Ior0Bopa 

no IIPO. 

3TOT BOrrpoc H9O.IJ;HORpaTHO O6Cy,K.1l;a.7IB H Ml:.l C Ba.Mz, H 

HaIIIR SKCrrepTu, rroc~e.n;fm~ pa.3 - Ha H8.IJ;8.BHHX KOHCYJ!bTau.rurx 

rro paccMOTpemuo .1Ior0Bopa no IIPO. B xo.n;e rreperoBopoB o6e 

CTO,POHH H3~Oll.7.Ui CBOH O3a6oqeHHOCTH OTHOCRT9JibHO co6moneH.IDI 

.n;orooopa. K coJKa.JISHHl), rrpe.n;cTaBHTeJI~ CWA Ta.K :a He .rta.Jrn 

y6e.n;HT8JibHWC OTB8TOB Ha ITO.IJ;IDITlie Ha.Mli BOnpocu, B TO BpeMfI 

Ka.K COB8TCK8JI CTOPOHa B8CbMa .IT;STa.JlbHO pa.3'bJICHMa CHTY8.UHID 

BOKpyr CTPOZBmettCR: P]C B pa.~OH8 Kpa.CHORPCKa, ITO.IY;TB8P.ItHB, 

qTo OHa He RBJIR8TCR: P]C rrpe.n;ynpe:itUJ;e!llf.f! 0 pa.K8THOM Hana.n;eHHR. 

B CB8T8 Hallll1X OTB8TOB BUCKa3UBa.0Mbl0 BHOBl> R BHOBb rrpeT0H3HR 

aMepmtaHCKOtt CTOpOHH BU3UB8.DT H8.IJ;OyM8H.He, HaBOMT Ha MliIC~b, 

qTo sa IU1Mx1, BO3MOXHO, CTORT KaKRe-TO RH.He, 6oJiee .IJ;a.7I9KO 

wzymHe pa.cqeTu. 

Ero IlpeBOCXO,ItHT8Jil,CTBY 
PoHMb.IJ;Y Y.PfilirAHY 
Ilp03Rit8HTy CO0.ItHH8HHliX illTaTOB AMepmtH 

r. Ba.nrnarTOH 

l EC IFiED / RELEASED 

".20 

NARA, DATE ~/;;:/~ 



,llyMaIO, Bu cor;raczrecb co MHO~ B TOM, qro 6Wi o 6u 

aerrpocTBT0JibHO, 0MB 61:l H8.IIW B3aHMHl:l0 rrpeT9H3RH OTHO­

CliT8JibHO HapymeHH! Joro:oopa. rro ITPO rrpzBeJrn K rro~puBy Boero, 

qTo ~aJIOCb c~eJiaTb ,nJIH BWIP3,BJI8HRH COB8TCKO-a.Mepm<aHCKl!X 

OTHOW9W 6;raro~a_p1r ycR.7:IID!M o6eruc CTOPOH. PyKoBO~CTBYRCb 

UeJibD He ~orrycTHTb 3Toro, Ml:l B IlOPf.mK8 ~o6pott BO.Jm He 

TOJil>KO rrpHOCTaHOBMH CTPOHT8JibCTBO KpacHORPCKon P]C, HOH 

Bupa3~~R roTOBHOCTb ~eMOHTHPOBaTb ee 06opy;noBaID18, ec;m 

6y:n;eT ~OCTHrHyTa MeJKJzy HauIBMZ CTpa.HaME. ~orOBOpeHHOCTb o 

co6nmi;eHHH JoroBopa. no IIPO B TOM BHJJ;e, KaK OH 6bIJI rroinmcaH 

B 19?2 ro~y. TaKoe perueflle CJiyuno 6u peaJibHhIM rro~TBe.PJK.D;e­

HReM IIPHB9PJK8HHOCTH CTOpoH ,IIoroBopy no IIPO - IIPHB8PJK8H­

HOCTH, 0 KOTopon Bu, rocrr0,1U1H Ilpe3WJ;9HT, H80~HOKpa.THO 

roBOPHJIR li rrnca.,rn MHe. 

O~HOBpeM8HHO He Mory H9 rro~epRHY'l'b, qTo y Hae Bl:l31:lBa8T 

paCTYI!.lee 6ecnoKOliCTBO ITOJI0~9Hli9, B03HliKill88 B CM3li co 

CTPOliTSJibCTBOM aMepHRaHCKRX P~C B Ty;re li OaMHHI'~8KJI3. 

F..a'CJaBI.IIB.H pa6oTy P]C B Ty;re, no oueHKa.M HalllliX CII8[Ula.JIBCTOB, 

npe~cTaBJIHeT co6ott RBHoe aapymeElie ,IIoroBopa rro IIPO. Ba.nm 

crreI.iHaJI~CTU OTPHUaDT 3TO. Ho, KaK li3B8CTHO, 8M9pRKa.HCRaII 

ITOCJIOBIDJ;a rJlaCZT: "Y:saneTb 3HaqHT rrpoBepHTb". Il03TOMy MH 

aa,n;eeMcR Ha Bame cor;racze c TeM, qTo6u 61:lJ!o opraHH30Ba.Ho 

rrocemeHHe 3TOtt P]C COB8TCKHMH crre:uza;mcTaMR. 

~TO xe RacaeTCfI 'KpacHORPCKOtt P]C, TO XO"CfY HH~O,PMHPOBaTb 

Bae O HaII18M pemeHRZ, ROTopoe pa.3 li Ha.Bcer~a IlOJIOMT KOH8U 



1 
BCRKliM crreKyJI.fII.UIBM O ee xapa.KTepe, a aM8HHO: MU rOTOBU 

CO3,UaTb Ha 6a3e 3TOtt P]C U9HTP MaiK.nyHapo.n;Horo COTPY.UHli­

tI8CTBa B RHTepecax: HCilO.JTh3OBaHIDI KOCMMtqecKoro rrpocTpaHCTBa 

B MMPH.l::lX ue.rurx. UeHTp Mor 6H OHTb BKJIIOqeH B CHCT8MY Bee-

M!d.PHO~ KOCMMqecKO~ opraID13amrn, KOTOpyio Mll rrpe.nno)IU1.JIB 

CO3,UaT1, qTo6u o6ecnetIRTb BC8M rocy.napcTBa.M BO3MOEHOCTb 

yqacTIDI B MliPHOM RCCJie,.nOBafilUi H HCI!O.lTh3OBafUIB KOCMoca. 

Mu roTOBU oocy,nHTb C rrpe,ncTaBHT8IDIMH Coe.IU!H8HHIDC 

lllTaTOB, KaK H ,npyr.ruc 3aRHTepecoBaHHUX CTpaH, KOHKp8THH8 

Mep~, KOTOpue IlO3BOJ.IRT npeo6pa3OBaTb KpacHOHPCKyIO P]C B 

U0HTP MeJK.nyHapo.naoro COTPY.UHHtI·ecTBa B MBPHOt:i KOCMH't!9CKOll 

,U8R:Ten:OHOCTH. Xoqy qepe3 Bae nepe.n;aTb aMep:ru<aHCKHM ytieHHM 

rrpHr~a.III8Hli8 llOC9THTb KpacHOR:PCKyIO P]C .ItJlff OOCy)K.It8HIDI 

C:ruI3aHHUX C 3THM BOilpOCOB. 

XoTeJIOCb 6u B 38.KJIIO't!8Iil!8 Bupa3}l Tb Ha,nmK,Jzy' qTo B CBOHX 

rrpaKT~tI8CKliX ,neilcTBH.fIX Ba.ma a,ru.rnfillCTpaI.UiH, rocITO,ZUiH 

ITp83arJ;8HT, 6y.neT PYKOBO,UCTBOBaTbCH CTP8MJI8ID18M coxpa.ID1Tb 

noroBOP rro IIPO KaK BaJKHhI~ HHCTPYM9HT rro,rmep,ita.Hrur CTpaTer~­

'9:8CKOt CTa6H~bHOCTH B yc~OBRR:X, Kor.na HallJ.Ill. CTpaHH -

rronararo, .noroBopeHHOCTb 06 aToM He 3a ropaivm - 6y-:ryT 

ocymecTB.JIJITb 50-rrpoueHTHOe COKpan.teH.He CTpa.TerH't!8CRIDC 

HacTyrraTa~bHIDC BOOPJ',K8llii~. B 3TOM KOHT8KCT8 MU 6y.n;eM ()j!Uli(aTb 

C aMepll{aHCKOH CTOPOiill Ta1QK0 Ilpa.KTHtI9CKIDC illaI'OB, KOTopue 

CHJVIB 6u Ha.illy 03aOO't!8HHOCTb OTHOCHT8~bHO aMep11...~aHCKliX P]C 

B rpeMatt,nID1 H BeJrnKOOpHTaHM. 

C YB8JK8ID19M, 
M.rOPEA1IBB 

I3 ceHTHO.PfI I988 ro.na 



Dear Mr. President, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

-DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 127092 
AO 
Russian 

I have read your letter of August 12 very carefully. 

I would like, in the frank and constructive spirit that 

characterizes our dialogue, to share with you my thoughts 

regarding the question of 

your letter. 

ABM Treaty complianc~ raised in 
,.\ 

Tnis question has been repeatedly discussed both by 

ourselves and by our experts, most recently during the latest 

consultations to review the ABM Treaty. In the course of the 

negotiations the sides have stated their concerns regarding 

compliance with the treaty. Regrettably, thus far the US 

representatives have failed to provide persuasive answers to 

the questions we raised, while ·the Soviet side has clarified in 

great detail the situation surrounding the radar which was 

under construction in the Krasnoyarsk area, having reiterated 

that it is not a missile attack warning radar. In light of our 

answers the complaints expressed again and again by the US side 

His Excellency 
Ronald W. Reagan 

President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C. 
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cause perplexity and suggest that, perhaps, there are some 

other, more far-reaching calculations behind them. 

I think you will agree with me that it would be 

impardonable if our mutual complaints about the violations of 

the ABM Treaty were to undermine all that we, thanks to the 

efforts of both sides, have succeeded in accomplishing to 

improve US-Soviet relations. With the aim of not allowing this 

to occur we have, as a gesture of good will, not only 

discontinued the construction of the Krasnoyarsk radar, but 

have also expressed willingness to dismantle its equipment, if 

our countries reach agreement to observe the ABM Treaty as 

signed in 1972. Such a solution would represent a true 

confirmation of the commitment of the sides to the ABM Treaty, 

a commitment about which you, Mr. President, have repeatedly 

spoken and written to me. 

At the same time I cannot fail to emphazise that we are 

increasingly concerned over th~ situation that has arisen in 

connection with the construction of US radars in Thule and 

Fylingdales Moor. In the assessment of our experts, the now 

operational Thule radar is a clear violation of the ABM 

Treaty. Your specialists deny that. But, as you know, an 

American proverb says: "Seeing is believing". So we are hoping 

that you will agree to a visit of this radar by Soviet 

specialists. 
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As for the Krasnoyarsk radar, I wish to inform you of our 

decision which will once and for all put an end to all 

speculations about its nature, to wit: we are ready to 

establish on the base of this radar a center for international 

cooperation in the interest of the peaceful use of outer 

space. This center could be incorporated into the system of a 

World Space Organization which we proposed, so as to make it 

possible for all states to participate in the peaceful 

exploration and use o f outer space. 

We are prepared to discuss with United States' representa­

tives, as well as with other interested countries, the concrete 

measures that would make it possible to transform the 

Krasnoyarsk radar into a Center for International Cooperation 

in Peaceful Space Activities. I would like, through your 

intermediary, to invite American scientists to visit the 

Krasnoyarsk radar in order to discuss the questions connected 

therewith. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my hope that your 

administration, Mr. President, will be guided in its practical 

actions by the desire to preserve the ABM Treaty as an 

important instrument for maintaining strategic stability in 

conditions where our two countries -- I believe the agreement 

on that is not far away -- will be implementing the 50 percent 

reduction in their strategic offensive arms. In this context, 
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we will expect the US side also to take practical steps which 

would remove our concern over the US radars in Greenland and 

Great Britain. 

Respectfully, 

M. GORBACHEV 

September 13, 1988 

[( 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Septembe r 16 , 1988 

System II 
90725 

-SE:CRE,T/SENSITIVE 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM : George P. Shultz 

SUBJECT: Gorbachev Letter on Krasnoyarsk 

Soviet Ambassador Dubinin called on me today. He delivered 
a Gorbachev letter responding to your August 12 message on 
Krasnoyarsk (an unofficial translation is attached). Gorbachev: 

writes that we should not let "mutual" complaints about 
ABM Treaty compliance undermine what we have achieved; 

recalls the Soviet offer to dismantle the "equipment" 
at Krasnoyarsk if we agree to observe the ABM Treaty as 
signed in 1972; 

repeats alleged Soviet concerns about U.S. radars at 
Thule and Fylingdales Moor (although without linking 
these directly to Krasnoyarsk) and the Soviet request 
to visit the Thule radar; and 

offers to discuss measures to convert Krasnoyarsk into 
an international space research center, and invites 
U . S. scientists to travel the r e to explore this. 

There is no suggestion of any physical changes to the radar 
facility in the process of its proposed conversion to a "center 
for international cooperation in peaceful space activities. " I 
put the question directly to Dubinin; he could not answer. 

The Soviets appear to be seeking a fig leaf to resolve the 
Krasnoyarsk issue. At first glance, this seems little more 
than a variation of the "joint manning" idea informally floated 
to General Burns during the ABM Treaty review. If so, our 

fCfl.OS I <ti s-;-3 

C4J ·7 /zf /ulJ 

S§Q;R;&T/SENSITIVE 
DECL: OADR 
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response can only be negative: it neither corrects the 
violation nor lengthens the lead-time for ABM breakout that the 
Soviets have gained through construction of Krasnoyarsk to 
date. In fact, conversion of the radar to a "research center" 
would presumably entail our agreement to completion and 
activation of the radar. 

Whether Gorbachev's letter represents the final Soviet word 
or an opening gambit setting the stage for Shevardnadze to 
offer something more substantial next week remains to be seen. 
I intend to press Shevardnadze hard on meeting our concern over 
Krasnoyarsk, and tell him that this idea does not suffice. 

Attachment: 
as stated 

~/SENSITIVE 

{ c) 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

SYSTR.l'vl II 
90725 

ACTION September 16, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: BOB LINHA~ L TOBEY/BILL HEISER 

SUBJECT: Soviet Proposals on Krasnoyarsk 

At Tab I is a brief memorandum for the President to apprise him 
of Soviet proposals on the Krasnoyarsk radar, in preparation for 
the upcoming ministerial meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign 

Approve 

Attachment 

at Tab I. 
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Unofficial translat ion 

September 20 , 1988 

Dear Mr. President, 

I take advantage of the visit by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Eduard A.Shevardnadze to Washington in order to 
continue our private discussion. 

In one of our conversations in Moscow it was suggested 
that we might have a chance to meet once again this year to sign 
a treaty on drastic reductions in strategic offensive arms in 
the context of compliance with the ABM Treaty. Regrettably, 
this goal that both of us share has been set back in time, 
although I continue to think that it can still be attained, 
even if beyond this year. 

I take some consolation in the awareness that still in 
effect is our agreement to do the utmost in the remaining months 
of your presidency to ensure the continuity and consistency 
of the fundamental course that we have chosen. As I recall, you 
said you would do your best to preserve the constructive 
spirit of our dialogue, and I replied that in that respect our 
intentions were quite identical. And so they are indeed, 
which is a source of great hope for our two peoples. 

Four months have gone by since the summit talks in Moscow-­
a short period of time given the dynamic and profound 
developments . in international affairs and those that fill the 
political calendar in the Soviet Union and the United States. 
Still, a great deal has been accomplished in putting into effect 
the jointly agreed platform for the further advancement of 
Soviet-US relations. For the first time in history, nuclear 
missiles have been destroyed, and unprecedented mutual 
verification of the just begun process of nuclear disarmament 
is becoming an established and routine practice. In several 
regions of the world, a process of political settlement of 
conflicts and national reconciliation has got under way. The 
human dimension of our relations, to which we have agreed 
to give special attention, is becoming richer. Ordinary Soviet 
people continue to discover America for themselves, marching 
across it on a peace walk, and right now, as you are reading 
this letter,· another public meeting between Soviet and US 
citizens is being held in Tbilisi. 

His Excellency 
Ronald W.Reagan, 

President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C. 
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Someone might object that in the past, say in the 1930s or 
1970s, Soviet-US relations also had their upturns. I would 
think, however, that the current stage in our interaction is 
distinguished by several significant features. The four summit 
meetings over the past three years have laid good groundwork 
for our dialogue and raised it to a qualitatively new level. 
And, as we know, from high ground it is easier to see the path 
we have covered, the problems of the day, and the prospects 
that emerge. 

A unique arrangement for practical interaction has been 
established, which, is supported by fundamental political 
affirmations and, at the same time, filled with tangible content , 
This has been facilitated by the principal approach on which we 
agreed already in Geneva, i.e. realism, a clear awareness of 
the essence of our differences, and a focus on active search for 
possible areas where our national interests may coincide. Thus, 
we gave ourselves a serious intellectual challenge -- to view our 
differences and diversity not as a reason for permanent 
confrontation but as a motivation for intensive dialogue, 
mutual appreciation and enrichment. 

Overall, we have been able to achieve fairly good results, 
to start a transition from confrontation to a policy of 
accomodation. And this is, probably, not just a result of a frank 
and constructive personal relationship, although, obviously, 
personal rapport is not the least important thing in politics. 
Paraphrasing a favourite phrase of yours, I would say that 
talking to each other people learn more about each other. 

And yet, the main thing that made our common new policy 
a success is, above all, the fact that it reflects a gradually 
emerging balance of national interests, which we have been able 
in some measure to implement. We feel, in particular, that it 
is favorable to the development of new approaches, of new 
political thinking, first of all in our two countries -- but 
also elsewhere. The experience of even the past few months 
indicates that an increasing number of third countries are 
beginning to readjust to our positive interaction, associating 
with it their interests and policies. 

Ironically as it may sound, it is our view that the 
strength of what we have been able to accomplish owes quite a lot 
to how hard it was to do. 

It is probably not by a mere chance that the jointly devised 
general course in the development of Soviet-US relations is now 
enjoying broad-based support in our two countries. So far as we 
know, both of your possible successors support, among other 
things, the key objective of concluding a treaty on 50 percent 
cutbacks in Soviet and US stra tegic arsenals. In the Soviet 
leadership, .too, there is a consensus on this. 



And yet it has not been possible to bring the Geneva 
negotiations to fruition , a fact about which I feel some 
unhappiness. It is our impression that we have to tango alone, 
as if our partner has taken a break. 

In another letter to you, I have already addressed the 
matter which you raised in your letter of August 12 regarding 
compliance with the ABM Treaty. I think you would agree with me 
that it would be unforgivable if our mutual complaints of 
violations of the ABM Treaty resulted in undermining what we 
have been able to accomplish to rectify Soviet-US relations 
through the efforts of both sides. 

I would like Eduard Shevardnadze's visit to the United 
States and his talks with you and Secretary Shultz to result 
in reviving truly joint efforts to achieve deep cuts in strategic 
offensive arms. Our Minister has the authority to seek rapid 
progress on the basis of reciprocity in this exceptionally 
important area. 

Today, the process of nuclear disarmament is objectively 
interrelated with the issues of deep reductions, and the 
elimination of asymmetries and imbalances, in conventional 
arms and complete prohibition of chemical weapons. In these 
areas too, there is a good chance of making headway toward 
agreements. 

I am confident, Hr.President, that you and I can make a 
further contribution to the emerging process of settlement 
of regional .conflicts, particularly to a consistent and honest 
compliance with the first accords that have already been 
concluded there. 

In Mosc'ow we also reinforced the foundation for a dynamic 
development of our bilateral relations and helped to open up 
new channels for communication between Soviet and American. 
people, including young people and artists. All these good 
endeavours should be given practical effect, and we stand ready 
to do so. I . am aware of your deep personal interest in questions 
of human rights. For me too, it is a priority issue. We seem 
to have agreed that these problems require an in-depth 
consideration and a clear understanding of the true situation 
in both the United States and the Soviet Union. Traffic along 
this two-way street has begun and I hope that it will be intense. 

Our relationship is a dynamic stream and you and I are 
working together to widen it. The stream cannot be slowed · down, 
it can only be blocked or diverted. But that would not be in 
our interest & 

P o~1tic•· , ·or co1..-:,:-;:; , , i.. t l:. u.L·'c of tl:lc possible but it is 
<,--, :_y oy workiDL and maintaing a dynamic dial Ol,'Ue that we wj 11 
put into effect what we have made possible, and will make possible 
tomorrow what is yet impossible today. 

Sincerely, 

Mikhail GORBACHEV 
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:lo1tb3j'l0Cb r1003~1(0A 8 8auu-tHM'OH MHHHCTpa WIOCTpawn,oc ~e:t 

3.A. tileaapr,.H&JJ,3e, trro6N npo~on.~1> Hem ~oaepwre1tbHblR pa3rooop. 

B xo~e on~oA ~3 dcce~ s Mocvae npo3ayqana M1>1Crrb o TOM, 

t.lTO • l<O:t81r 6Mrb, H8M ~OSO~eTCff Bt.~p01'01'bCR 8 tYrOM r'OilY et!le 1)83 -

11,]UI no.n,mtC8mt.R u,oroaopa. 0 p&tij-1K81lbH~M COKpallleHKM CTp&Terw.iecl<HX 

HaC'l"yTI8TOnbK!lDC BOOpy,lern,fP. 8 ycJt08£1.fiX COt5J!I0.1leHWI ,[{orooo.pa no IIPO. 

l{ CO~JieHmo, 3T6 Hama o6u~ l\Ont> 01'01S~8Cb 80 epeMeHH, X01'.ff, 

11 npottommo eepi11'b, ona ocT~TC.ff .~oc·r1~0A nyeTb l\~e 38 ape­

ne.riaMH HblHOOIH8I"O f'O~a. 

B H300CTHOA Mepe yremae-r rtOHvflllaH~e 1'0ro, tll'O n.e~cTaye't' 

~Of'OBO;>eHHOCTb C.tt.ena•rt, MllKCJ,NyM B03MO~tf{)f'O 8 OCTSiOil4KeCft M8CRt~ 

Baruero npe3K~er-trcTua ~nn 0C.Secnet.1eni.1s npeeMCTseHRocTH, nocne.~oaa­

T8J'lbHOCTH H36paHHOI"O HaMM np'4ftt'tHm1a1IhHOi'O i<ypca. HOMJ-flffCff t 3bJ 

CKB38nM. QT() c"eJtaeTe ace. 'lPIR coxpatteHHR 1(1:»ICTpYl(T~BHOf'O rzyxa 

Hamero .~nora, ~I ff 01'BCT'4,'l , tlTO B 31'.'0M H8U1ff H8'1epemtR 001fHOCTb(O 

coana~am'. 31-o ,.~etilcTrutTe.libH~ T8K it B 31'0~ HCTO~K 601Ibl!OOC Ha~ell:~ 

u,.11R HartMX Anyx napo.'.;oa. 

'.locne neperoaopoa Ha a1,1crueM YfY->BHa o Moelt'.oo npomno qeTblpC 

MeCSIQS - cpoK KO!lO'T'KH~, ecn~ yqecTb -re n.m-ta ··1-NHhle rny6HHHnie npo­

qecct.t1, KOl'Opwe pa300PHYJH1Cb a \l/,C~J\,'t'Jl!)O!!,HOl1 )f~;';H'1 , 3MOJlfiffiO'r 

Er.aJJeH.I".i_Spb il01IITTtittOC!-(OA :!Ci3m1 CCC? ~ C.i.lA. ..'i BC~ me HO?l"tSJtO c .n.enaHO 

:t.Jtfl peam43ar.~K C'.'.) a;vi,3cTH1) corm1cooomioA 11J!8 '1'1fOP'1-™ ~am,nePtmero 

!~ro :Ipeoocxowi.Tem,cTay 
~>om1nb ny Y • {1c.a.,·ir' !~--l~'. , 
l Ipo3"neHTy Coe~Hw~ttfu,ix :.:Ta roa AMcp;,m.t 



TO;fte»bI nopa!,10 n '4C1'0PH"1 R~OJl'tt-JC l;a~1.0't'bl. yTiY-J.f'~J-~acrrca ~ CTSJ-tt)-

mrrcn npMBbMffdM .T1,e:r0,\1 CSecnpettc~eHTnt~w e:;aw~ l<0H~.POJ?b 3a Ha­

taa~mtMCR npouoccoM snepnrH~ pa.10,pj"mOHKR. B p:111e pa~HOB wtpa 

HaqaJICH nponecc IlO!IITT'KllCCl(()f'O ;(I~!rymtpoMl-UUt K')U.:fl~~l~()B H Ha-

j~OH811bHOl'O np1N..ipe1tlll;J. O(Soracyle't'C8 1-i llO.'I?OO~~Cl('.Oe '13MepeH~e 

U&'Jlffl( i~UUIMOOTHOtOOHH~, ,roropotzy Ml,! '1/)1'0&1!1!11J'UtCb yn,071R'l'L> flOBbl­

memtoo BHHMtlHMe. ; 1 p0C'l'h1CI C•) OOTC v.w~ .,!{) n,vt fl.[),.') ,a.orm.a1.1r noCT'4I1llTb 

~mt e:edR AMepMl(y, nopecm<u eP. m'>x:orf>M M'dpil, a ce0ttac, KOru,a 

Ohl ,nrraeTe 31'0 llKCb\111), rtpOXOn,H1" oqep.1nHaA BCTf:setla COOOTCKOft ff 

· aMCpffff&HCKOR o6tl\OCTBOttHOC1'K B T6~J'fMCH. 

HaM t.f:")ryt' eo3pa3}rrr,. q-ro K pam,rue, cxa~e,.i, a ~1 :>-0 Hmt 7;)-e 

ro.~t, o"rMetta11t1cb non ri•••1n11 a 01"Hr>mem1ax Me~n._y CoooT~KID4 Co103c,M K 

Coo~~HH!,P.,Gf il!'J'aTaM~ AMepMKM. Ho, 11.Y?-1.ae-rcn, mIHetUHt-tt\ :yran HaUiero 

B3CU1MO~e~CT8wtfl OT JI~ttae'l'CfI p1t!1,0M cyi1,ee.1'BeH"r{i;;D( oco5t~itH0C'l'etl" 4e-n~-
i 

pe BC"tpetm Ha BhiCIJJeM Y£lODUe 36 ilOC'1CWMO i,p.1 l,Or:Tia ao;1.oom1 no~ 

Ham 't~'8110%" X?p?l.ll:f.-0 6ooy, rio~n,m ero Ha l<'.at.reCTOOHHO HO BYD BblCOTy. 

A C BblCO'nt, Kalt -~300C11HO, BW'.;Hee M npoA~t9HHbl0 flyt'b, W ap~~Jte~Jlbl 

nepe,¥.HBaeMOr10 MOMCHTa, ~ (.)1'1{,PNOO!Ol~ec11 nepcneX1'£1Bbl. 

CJtOi«HJlCff yH~l<811bHl,~ ll-1eX8llh13M npawrrtt.rect<Or'O 83E.l~.OiO~C1"B1itH, 

no_f(K pormeHHbltt npm--u.1,a,:ma1tt>HLJ!1,'M nomrrw.recm1v,,1u,i lmHC.Tar au.11miU-1 M 

{)1T,H0Bp0"~t0 Hf~fflf),'IH\::,miHfl 0Cfl380~i!"n~-1 CO!~C!pr.tlHHCM. ~)i-oMy cno~o(j­

CTOOOO.ft C'JI8BJft,1~ !lOTT,X01', I) l(()'t'Op.)M MN yc:tOa!l!JH4Co e1t1;~ 0 <cHeoo, 

peaiti4~JM, R~~oe n:JH~M-3r-ilie cyr~ pa::MnrJIOCMf-1, ynop na m<'t'A1BHJ:Je 

fI()v1Cl{i-f ti03t.Jt')il.ti--fhlX ,:-.H5n:aci'e;l CO~l.'.l~e;•mfI H8! ;t,1')f•Hi!Il.>Ht:,1X 11H1"epecms. 

'fiurw.1 06pa31)~, C8NM ce6e M!,I 6poCWHi Ct~pbP.3HU~ Wi'1'8J11iOY.'l"YElrthHh!.0 

BU308! paccMa·r1Jt1Bf1Tt~ 1--t.'lUa! pa3.'U{QMO 1,1 MH0f'()i)6pa3~0 He {"8.K OCHOM­

H)IO rvrn nep\AaH€'H1'H0'1 14'.0H<11EY>H't'at Q1ti' a I-Cai.< rnt'Sy.~~rreIIbHY-,lf~ MC'NU:3 l<. 
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B l,\OJIOM. naM y'T,aJJOCb u06t1Tt•Cl1 Hei1JIOXViX p~3Y1IbT8TOt3. HaQaT.b 

nepexo~ o-r npo'l"~tso6opc'Y'aa 1c ac'T'~t11-ioH no.1t~T~r,('e. .-'i Ae.,o 3,1~ec1>, 

Haaepnoe, HO TOJibK() D 01'1',P)BOOHhOC iii rf'.OHCT,py1<:TJ.tBHI1o'X JI~ 01'H0-

1ne,n1AX, XOT.ff, !)a3yMe81'Cfi, JlID.IHb-l~ ~OHT8KT B rI0.1'1Tt-fY-0 - He noc11e~­

HBJI aeutb. i Iepe:Jipa3"1pyn Dame noom.f)e mi1~eHr1e, Mooo-to ci\a3aTb. 

QTc>, oCSll\8HCb ,pyr c '!pyro?.11, 6oncme yaHa~1m:> ,n..,oyr o ;,.pyre • 

.. ! uce-Tatnt l'.rtaaHon ripi1tr&ra ycnexa naweA c BaMl-t ttoao0 no1u1-

T1,nrn e TOM, q-ro 01-1.a o-rpa,1eae't' m,crroneHHO smpaaara!\r.tA 6anaHc Ha­

u~ouanbffblX MHTepecoa, Y.O't'Opb10 MLl CyM01Il-t B lfS~OH-TO Mepe peams-

30Ba't'b;. D ':f8CTH()CTM, H:l Haro rorrcm~, OH.a 6.l!af'OHpi•UITCTByeT tlio.PMH­

posaH~:O HOBhlX norr.xo~oa, ttosoro nom-rr~r:.1ec1<oro Miwnenm-1, npe'-'~e 

acero · a ft8!11HX ~Byx CTl.laH3X. Ho He TO,'IbttO. /\WEe OOhlT cai1b!X flO­

crierr.Hmc _ MeC.rlt.\ea rl0!<83blBaeT, trro ace 601Ih!l10S tnfC1lt) 1'pe'T"MfX CTpaH 

Ha11m-tae't' nopeoP"ot-rr~poreTbc~ Ha Haute no3!-11'~BHoe B3aWJtorr,e£lc-rooe, 

CBR3!il001'b C HltM CBO" m-rrepechl H fl01tli1'~~J. 

M011te't' 6Nl'b, 3'!'<.J npo3ayqwr tC'.SY. napa~l')KC, ,-,o, i<at< ttaM 1<a-1eeT­

cn, npoQHOCTb y;1.e n;ocTMl"Hyt'Oro He a rJOCJ!SW·?!O'.O oqe1:>en;t., CM3aHa c 

TeM, l(llK He:ter'KO OHO 17,0C1'J,U~a.rroch. 

HHJJ,m.40 , He C 1!yqtl.MHO COBMeC'T'HO Bhll)OOO"NlHHOe o~rnee uanpaane­

H~e pa3BaTl'IR COHeTCKO-SMapM!<aHCl<'IDC OTt-nmet-tt'l~ cer~c no;n,3yOTCR 

Wffp0KOA 00Qfl;8pmKOfl B Hemme crrpa.Hax. Hact<OJlbKO HaM H3BCC't'H0, o6a 

f:..ia!lMX 003MO?itH?.iix: npe~,~mwn no11,~ep:-t'dM'-OT, a qacmoc-r~, totr<>treay~ 

sau,aqy 381(11~e"1'1-111 n,oroa0pa o r 0-npoqerrrnoM Cl')l~P.:lfl.\0H~~ c-rpaTer"-

{·ccr, ,-- ft. t • tf0CKIDC apceHanoa , ., · t.f ,...,;~1, \ . ... ,C'T'b '"0HCOHCYC £10 3'\"0MY aonpocy l1 

a COOOTCKOM p~OBO~C1'Be • 

.-1 .ecii ~e He yn,aJIOCb nrn:1,mUij'Tb nep~r'OOOptl B ~eHeBe ~ l<OHC~­

HOMy pe3ym:,t'aTy. Ty1' R 111cm:rr~BSlO OliJY~!!.CJTr.hmy.o Heyrf)BJIOT80,l)eHHOC'?'b. 
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,. ;1rnanh!Ba€11'Cfl a :·10~~H'JICt-m0, ttro 1.'at-tl'O HU'\1 npmcO :J,!r1TC8 TllH~GOO'rb B 

on,m➔o~Ry. Ham uapTH::-;p Kat< 61i1 83»:r nay3y. 

f3 01' .1'~81IbHOM noc,1a»~M K BaM fl y1te OCTaHaBJU100JICfl HS aonpo­

ce, :,aTponyroM DaMH a nKCbMe orr r:2 a.arycTa, l) co6:r10v,eJ-ntH )]f.)ro­

aoi)a no HP'J. /l~Aaro, Eihl cornac~•rrecb co MHOf.1 o To.,,, tft'O Chan? 6ht 

HellpOCTHTeJtbHt), ec .rn1 6bl HOOM B38~MHT:,10 npt...~eH3l,IH OTHOCtrre;1bHO 

H&PY'JICHHA ,norooopa no nro npaae;u,i K no~rl1ay Toro, Q'l'O y1iaJI0Cb 

cn,e1t8Th n,,'tfl B!,lfl,PaB.:11em111 COBe1'C"-o-a,.10pr.-1K8HCKit)t ()1'HOill0H'1!A (Sn:aro­

~apff j'CIUIHRM oGem<" cropoH • . 

XoTOJlOCb 6hl, ttT00!,1 BI43WT' 8.A. ltieMp~na.~3e a Cii.:J\ a oro nepe­

roaopbl C B&Miil lit f'OCllO,U,KHOM lliy.!Jbt\eM P..p~u)eJUf J< B03[)01ftr.I;8Hfr110 n.eACTBY. 

T8itMto COBMeC'l"Ht,,U{ yeHJU.10 8 .n.ene !!_OC1'ffVrem1.f! rnySox.rx: CORpru;~etmA 

CT_i;18Tel"HQ8CV.HX: HacrrynaTenbHWC B'.)npy!ACHl,dl. Y ttatuef'O MMHHCTpa eCTl; 

MaHlVlT rr,o6H88Ti~C.fl 6b1CTP,t"O ,rxm~C'f-Uf.A Ha :)TOM apx:uaa~OM Hanpaane• 

HH..t HS OCHG)Be B..18.W~-tOC'Nt. 

Ceroo;J;tR n_pot~ecc ru~eprrot•o pacop.}ffltem,u1 061>et<TifBHO B3aHMOcan-
, 

38H C sonpoe&MH l"J.l,yC.iOJO!X CO!Cpa!t\em1A ~ Jts«l<rut~at~eA acCMMeTpi-tA K 

!l,KC681UiHCOB a oCSJtac1r£.i O()b!'QHb.f'lC aor)py.f:GHH~' flOltHOI"i) 3aI1peutemm 

XHMKQeCKOro OpYi«mt. ~(MeiOTCSl COJifllrv-;h!8 l:taHCLJ rtpO.!T,BKHyTbCR "1 3~CCb 

K ixorooopemtocTm.t. 

Ysopett • qro Mt,1 c BaiW..t, rocno,n.w-« ;~JJeowr.e,rr, Mo;iice,--1 BHec'T',1 

'1,0fI01IHil1'0:tbtftJA BKJUlJl, f:l Hatl8BmCCCfl ypery1rnpoOOH!,,!e pe~HOH&llbHhtx 

Row.f,.rnmTna, " a qac·rnocTff, a nocne;;oM-reJJMt:,e H qecrnoe co6mo­

'1,em1e yw.e .U.OC'T't'!rnyrhDC 3ll,8Cb rrepBNX COr'1Jc.11DeJ·Ui~. 

a Woer<oo M1i1 y,r.pem-1m1 1IJYH~aM~t-rr ~ ~JtR twmaMvr<n-11,ro pa3rurran 

7'BYCTOporn-rAX OTHOllieH~R, CIOMOI",'I~ OT'~p!:-!1'b HOBBO lW.HllJibt nJIR o6~em,u 

Mell\1Y C0001'CfC'5-4M}t H aMel,)i-SWaHCi<;.f'~ JrlO.JJ,bM", fSyn,1.> TO M01lO~e,m;, ":J~ 

TBO;.'Jtleotran wUIT'01IJU1f'eHUI-1.R. Ha~o BCO 3T;.i ~o6pb.le HOtU.fHatt~l.FI BOflJI0~0.1 



a r:,e-1ta, r,i !Jib! le t)TO~~y ro·rooht. Jaa:r.i i/4\ill ;nttzr-n.,,~ rnyGof<':iti/4 vtl:JTCpac J-t. 

aonpocaM npaa t.JG.'t()EJC1ta • .-1 n.nf'l MeHn 3•ro - np~opMT(nHb1f;l aorr,pac. 

tf:t,3 t t<8lleTM' npl,1/lVIYl l< COf'JT8Ci'llO, 41'0 C 31'1'1MH apo5rr~18MH lty,KHO 

pa3o~paTbCff rnyGo~o, COCTaa~rb RCH08 npe~cTaanmmo O ~e0CTBH­

T81thHOM no.1Io>r.enm-1 f."8K a C1uA, Ttl!( 1-1 a CCCP. Llru,f}ltett~e m 3T00 ,nay­

cTopoHHeR ym-ttt,0 Jll.1Wl,110CL "' CSy.rtOT, tta~efOC?,, O?KKBJ'ltiHHhl~. 

Hatruf OTHO!!ICHH.ff - IT;nt&'MHQHbllil noTOI( t H ML! C BtiMfil ~OTSOM 

Han paCUM!-lOHHeM oro pyc:ia. aaMen,JtH'rb no,•oR nenb3R - ero M07ffl:o 

TOflbl(O neperop)Q,l-tTb MJU.'1 CMeHM't'b OM;/ Hanpaane~e. A 3TO He OTOO­

QS::tO C>bl H&Um-4 m-rrepecaM. 

l\OftetlHO, no1nrrv1Ra - 3TO WCJ(YCCT&.'> llOll\;tO)'gHOI'O, HO T011blCO 

pa601'00, JU,ttt8\1:i(tltw.<f l~~iQJlOroM MH _peamc3ye?A TO• ltl'O CiteJt&JUd 803-

M011Cf--WM, a nr,Ka m~B03MOJtL:t-roo cero n;m c~enaeM &J3M~~M 3&BTpa. 
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Unofficial translation 

Septeaber 20 , 1988 

Dear Plr. President, 

I talte advantage of the visit by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Eduard A.Shevardnadze to Washington in order to 
continue our private discussion. 

In one of our conversations in Moscow it was suggested 

)f 

that we might have a chance to meet once again this year to sign 
a treaty on drastic reductions in strategic offensive aras in 
the context of compliance with the~ Treaty. Regrettably, 
this goal that both of us share has been set back in time, 
although I continue to think that it can still be attained, 
even if beyond this year. 

I talte some consolation in the awareness that still in 
et!ect is our agreement to do the utmost in the remaining months 
of 1our presidency to ensure the continuity and consistency 
of the fundamental course that we have chosen. As I recall, you 
said you would do your best to preserve the constructive 
spirit or our dialogue, and I replied that in that respect our 
intentions were quite identical. And so they are indeed, 
which is a source of great hope !or our two peoples. 

Four months have gone by since the summit talks in Moscow­
a short period of time given the dynamic and profound 
developments in international affairs and those that fill the 
political calendar in the Soviet Union and the United States. 
Still, a great deal has been accomplished in putting into effect 
the jointly agreed platform for the further advancement of 
Soviet-US relations. For the first time in history, nuclear 
missiles have been destroyed, and unprecedented mutual 
verification or the just begun process of nuclear disarmament 
is becoming an established and routine practice. In several 
regions or the world, a process ot political settlement of 
conflicts and national reconciliation has got under way. The 
human dimension of our relations, to which we have agreed 
to give special attention, is becoming richer. Ordinary Soviet 
people continue to discover America for themselves, marching 
across it on a peace walk, and right now, as you are reading 
this letter,· another public meeting between Soviet and US 
citizens is being held in Tbilisi. 

His Excellency 
Ronald W.Reagan, 

President or the United States or America 
Washington, D.C. 

DECL SIFI D / ELEASED 



Someone might object that in the past, sq in the 1930s or 
19?0s, Soviet-US relations also bad their upturns. I would 
think, however, that the current stage in our interaction ia 
distinguished by several significant features. The four aWllllit 
meetings over the past three years have laid good groundwork 
for our dialogue and raised it to a qualitatively new level. 
And, as we know, from high ground it is easier to see the path 
we have covered, the problems of the day, and the prospects 
that emerge. 

2. 

A unique arrangement for practical interaction has been 
established, which, .is supported by fundamental political 
affirmations and, at the same time, filled with tangible content. 
This has been facilitated by the principal approach on which we 
agreed already in Geneva, i.e. realism, a clear awareneas or 
the essence of our differences, and a focus on active search for 
possible areas where our national interests may coincide. Thus, 
we gave ourselves a serious intellectual challenge - to view our 
differences and diversity not as a reason for permanent 
confrontation but as a motivation for intensive dialogue, 
mutual appreciation and enrichment. 

Overall, we have been able to achieve fairly good results, 
to start a transition from confrontation to a policy of 
accomodation. And this is, probably, not just a result or a frank 
and cons·tructive personal relationship, although·, obviously, 
personal rapport is not the least important thing in politics. 
Paraphrasing a favourite phrase of yours, I would say that 
talking to each other people learn more about each other. 

And yet, the main thing that made our common new policy 
a success is, above all, the fact that it reflects a gradually 
emerging balance of national interests, which we have been able 
in some measure to implement. We feel, in particular, that it 
is favorable to the development of new approaches, of new 
political thinking, first of all in our two countries -- but 
also elsewhere. The experience of even the past few months 
indicates that an increasing number of third countries are 
beginning to readjust to our positive interaction, associating 
with it their interests and policies. 

Ironically as it may sound, it is our view that the 
strength of what we have been able to accomplish owes quite a lo1 
to how hard it vas to do. · 

Itis probabl~ not by a ••~a chance that the jointl7 devisec 
general course in the development of Soviet-US relations is now 
enjoying broad-based support in our two countries. So far as ve 
know, both of your possible successors support, among other 
things, the key objective or concluding a treaty on 50 percent 
cutbacks in Soviet and US strategic arsenals. In the Soviet 
leadership, too, there is a consensus on this. 
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And 1et it has not been possible to bring the Geneva 
negotiation• to fruition, a fact about which I feel aome 
unhappineaa. It is our impression that we have to tango alone, 
as if our partner has taken a break. 

In another letter to you, I have alrea~ addressed the 
matter which you raised in your letter or August 12 regarding 
compliance with the ABM Treacy. I think you would agree with me 
that it would be unforgivable _ if our mutual complaints of 
violations of the ABM Treat1. resulted in undermining what we 
have been able to accomplish to rectify Soviet-US relations 
through the efforts of both sides. 

I would like Eduard Shevardnadze's visit to the United 
States and his talks with you and Secretary Shultz to result 
in reviving truly joint efforts to achieve deep cuts in strategic 
offensive at'ms. Our Minister has the authority to seek rapid 
progress on the basis of reciprocity in this exceptionally 
important area. 

Today, the process of nuclear disarmament is objectively 
interrelated with the issues of deep reductions, and the 
elimination or asymmetries and imbalances, in conventional 
arms and complete prohibition of chemical weapons. In these 
areas too. there is~ good chance of making headway toward 
agreements. 

I am confident, Mr.President, that you and I can make a 
further contribution to the emerging process of settlement 
of regional conflicts, particularly to a consistent and honest 
compliance with the first accords that have already been 
concluded there. 

In Moscow we also reinforced the foundation for a dynamic 
development of our bilateral relations and helped to open up 
new channels for communication between Soviet and American. 
people, including young people and artists. All these good 
endeavours should be given practical effect, and we stand ready 
to do so. I. am aware of your deep personal interest in quest5.ons 
of human rights. For me too, it is a priority issue. We seem 
to have agreed that these problems require an in-depth 
consideration and a clear understanding of the true situation 
in both the Uni te·d States and the Soviet Union. Traf fie along 
this two-way street has begun and I hope that it will be intense 

Our relation,Ship is a dynamic stream and you and I are 
working together to widen it. ~e stream cannot be slowed· dovn, 
it can only be blocked or diverted. But that would not be in 
our interest. · 

P-ol_it'ics,· of coul"Se_, is the art · or .the possible · _but. ±t- is 
cm:ly · by working and maintaing a dynamic dialogue that ve: will 
put into effect what we have made possible, and will make possib 
tomorrow what is yet impossible today. 

Sincerely, 

Mikhail GORBACHEV 




