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United States Department of State b 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

July 18, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRANK C. CARLUCCI 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SYSTEM II 
90730 

SUBJECT: Soviet Response To President's Letter on Persian Gulf 

On Saturday, Ambassador Dubinin passed to Under Secretary 
Armacost a response to the President's letter of June 29 on the 
Persian Gulf. 

Attached is the Russian and an unofficial English 
translation of the letter. 

1!:!z::~ 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: As stated. 

-eelNFIDEN 
DECL:OADR 



Unofficial translation 

His Excellency 
Ronald W.Reagan 
The President of the United States 
of America 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

July 18, 198? 

r 

I have carefully read your message and considered the views 

contained in it. 

We, too, are seriously concerned over the growing tensions 

in the Persian Gulf area. We discussed this issue more than 

once with the U.S.side, including at the time of Secretary 

of State Shultz's visit to Moscow. Our position of principle 

on this acute and complex problem has been set forth in the 

recent statement by the Soviet government. 

One has to note with regret that thus far it bas not been. 

possible to slow down the dangerous trend in this region, let 

alone reverse it. There are several reasons for this. 

First, it is the continuation of the senseless bleodshed 

between Iran and Iraq~ which contributes, objectively, to 

aggravating the situation. Here, as I understand, there are 

opportunities, and good ones, for joint actions by our two 

countries in , the UN Security Council in. favor of an earliest 

cessation of this prolonged conflict on just terms. There are, 

however, other sources of the escalation of tensions, which 

FIED / R LEASED 
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2. 

I shall discuss further. 

Before doing so, I wish to inform you, Mr. President, about 

the many-sided efforts that the Soviet Union bas been making to 

settle the Iran-Iraq conflict. As you may be aware, we have 

established special direct oontacts with the leaderships of 

Iran and Iraq and are engaged at this time in intensive talks 

aimed at bringing the positions of the belligerents closer 

together, and encourage them toward a peaceful solution. 

I would like to particularly emphasize that these efforts 

pursue no selfish ends, let alone directed against legitimate 

interests of third countries. Our only goal is to prevent a 

situation where a dangerous line would be crossed, beyond which 

a regional conflict could escalate into an international crisis, 

our objective is to help end the war. 

We intend to continue and intensify those efforts. 

Such an active bilateral diplomacy is called upon, as we 

see it, to organically supplement and bolster the broad multi

leteral efforts to end the Iran-Iraq war, and we attach para

mount importance to our participation in those efforts. And I ag~ 

ree with your view that in this area the u.s. and the u.s.s. R. 
have good prospects for constructive cooperation. Currently, 

our two countries, along with other UN Security Council members, 

are palying an active role in working out effective measures 

to promptly to channel the Iran-Iraq conflict toward peaceful 

solutions. Our representatives have been instructed to press 

on with the efforts seeking, in particular an immediate cease

fire, an-end to all hostilities and a promp~ withdrawal of all 

troops to internationally recognized borders. 
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It is our firm conviction that a special role in carrying 

out the decisions now being prepared by the world community 

belongs to the UN Secretary General. Indeed, it is on his actions 

that will depend to no small degree the further steps which may 

be required if the adopted resolution is resisted by either of 

the parties in the conflict. In the event of such an undesirable 

development the recommendations of the Secretary General will, 

understandably, carry a lot of weight. In this connection, we 

expect, Mr. President, that you will find it possible to give 

necessary support to the peacemaking mission of the Secretary 

General and will join us in contributing to its success. 

A.s for your proposal that experts participate in the work 

being done in the Secutity Council, I can reaffirm our positive 

attitude to it, given, naturally, the concurrence of the 

Council's other permanent members. 

Now I must come back to the question of the causes for 

the increased tensions in the Persian Gulf area. I must sa:y 

frankly: these are not confined to the continued hostilities 

between Iran and Iraq. We cannot ignore the buildup of the US 

military presence in the area, to say nothing of the contrived 

pretexts used in an attempt to disguise it. True, there are 

not only your warships, but ours as well in the Persian Gulf. 

However, simply looking at the facts as they are - and I am sure 

you have every possibility to do so - would show that our naval 

presence is in no wa:y comparable to yours either in scale or 

in operational functions. A few Soviet warships to which refe

rences are being made in Washington, are escorting on a temporary 
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basis our merchant vessels at the request and with the knowledge 

of the littoral states. 

Moreover, guided by the desire to use every opportunity 

to make the situation better, the Soviet Government has proposed 

that all warships of the states outside of the region be with

drawn as early as possible while Iran and Iraq in their turn 

refrain from actions which would pose a threat to international 

shipping. 

We are gratified by the constructive reaction of most 

countries, including those involved in the conflict, to that 

proposal. We would like to expect that the US leadership will 

also view it in a positive light, in the spirit of cooperation. 

Also, some statements by representatives of your admini

stration seem to indicate an interest on the American side. 

If such an impression is justified, thet>r we would be prepared 

to discuss this question with the US in more concrete terms 

in any format suitable for you. 

Speaking in broader terms, I want to emphasize that I 

share the idea which you expressed in concluding your letter: 

when our countries decide to act together, the results will 

not be long in coming. 

Sincerely, 

M.GORBACHEV 



YB8'ltaeMRi1: rocno,nmt Ilpe3Jl,Il;0HT, 

.ff BHJ1Ma.T8Jll,HO 03HaKOMJIJICJi C Bamlt:M IlOCJiaHieM, C co,nep

Xa.Il{KMllCH B H0M coo6paJK0Hllf.[Ml(. 

PacTymM H8llp.Hlt8HHOCTb B pailoHe Ilepcll,7lCKoro 3aJ:raBa 

Bli3RBa0T X y Hae cepb03Hyl0 oaa6oqeHHOCTb. 3TOT BOnpoo Mli 

yxe He pas o6CYlOJ:aJIX c a.Mep:rmaHCKOli CTOPOHOli, B TOM ~JICJie 

B xo,ne BH3I1Ta rocceKpeTap.R: IllyJIDna B MocKBy. Hama npmru;u

TIHaJibHM Il03HUHH no 3TOH OCTPOH JI CJIOliOli npo6JI0M0 Jl3Jia

raaTCH B H0,Il;aBH0M 88.f!BJI8H11H CoBeTCKOro npaBKTeJil>CTBa. 

K COJKaJI8RJIIO, npHXO,IJ;JITCJi KOHCTaTJIPOBaTb, ~TO onacm1i1: 

XO.It C06HTd B 3TOM pai-ioHe IlOKa He y,naJIOCb 3aM8,ItJIHTb, a T8M 

60Jiee o6paT11Tb BCII.f!Tb. IlpHtiIDI ,nJm aToro H8CK0Jll>KO. 

Bo-nepBHX, 3TO - npo,nOJDK9HJl8 6eCCMHCJI8HHOro KPOBOnpo

JIHTWI Me.xmy lipaHOM H HpaKOM, KOTOpoe 06'b0KTHBHO cnoco6-

0TBY9T HaKaJiy o60TaHOBKH. 3,necb, KaK Ji IlOHHM8IO, filv19IDTCJi 

npe,ItIIOCblJIKJI, npI.lt!eM H0llJIOXlt:9, ,ItJlH OOBM0CTHHX ,nei!OTBD 

HaIIIJIIX ,ItByx CTpaH B COB9T8 EesonaCHOCTJI OOH B nom,sy ORO-

ErO IIPEBOCXO,IIlITFJibC'l.1:BY 
POHAJib.lIY Y.PWAHY 
ITPE311,"UEHTY COFJmHEHH}:fX illrATOB AMEPfilili 
r. BamBHI'TOH 

1FiED / L ~ASED 



2. 

petbnero oxowramm Ha cnpaBe,ItJmBHX yc~oBRJDC MHoro~eTHero 

ROHqlJ!mtTa. EcTl>, O.ItHaKO, H .upyrxe il:CTO't!HHKH 8CitaJia.nmI 

mmpmiteHHOCTH, 0 ROTOpmc H CKruJty ,I(8JI88. 

BHa't!aJie xoTe~ 6a EHqJopwxpoBaT1> Bae, rocno.nm Ilpesu

.neHT, 0 MHOrorpammx YCMW!X, • Irpe,ItIIpmmMa.eMHX CoB8TORHM 

CoIOSOM no:ypery.mtpoBrumro HpaHo-npaxcxoro KO~Ta. Kax 

BaM, BB,!tl:'IMO, E8B9CTHO, MbI yoTaHOBMH CII9l.U:t8Jll,Hli9 llpsrMH0 

ROHTaKTbI C pyitOBO,ItCTBOM Hpa.Ha. H Hpaxa H B8,I(8M B HacTO.RJit88 

BpeMfi HHT8HCID3HH0 neperoBOpbI, Hallp8.BJI9HHbI9 Ha TO, 't!T06LI 

C6Jm3RTl> nosmnm BOIOIOIIUDC CTOPOH, II06y,ItHTl> me K Lm_PHOMy 

pememno. 

XOTeJIOCl> ObI 00060 IIO,It'tI8PrutyTl>, 't!TO 8TH ycBJIHJI He 

npec.1I,em710T Ka.Kmt-.TO KOPbIOTHbIX UeJiett H T0M 6o~ee H8 

Hanpa.BJieHbI IIPOTHB 3aROHHbIX HHTepecoB TP8Tl>HX CTpaH. Hama 

8,ItHHOTB8HHaJJ sa.,na-qa - npe,I(OTBpaTHTl> nepexo.n onaCHOM 

't!8PTbI, sa KOTOPOM perHOH~mm KOHq)JIHKT MOJK8T nepepaCTH 

B MIDK.ItYHapo.umm KPH3HC, cnooo6cTBOBaTl> npeRpameHmO BOIDlhI. 

8TH yC14'.Jil1f.[ MbI HaMepeHbI npo,ItOJDltHTl> H aRTKBHSHpoBaTl>. 

TaxaJJ aRTID3HaJJ .ItBYCTOPOHIDlf.I ,I(mL7IOMa.Tlm IIpH3Ba.Ha, no 

H.alll8My 3.aMbIC~, opramI"tIHO ,I(OIIOJllmTl> H IIO,I(Kp8IIHTl> mHJ)ORMe, 

MHOrOCTOpomme YOH.JIM no npeRpameHmo HpaHO-HpaKCROH BOffHH, 

yqacTmo B ROTopmc w npH,ItaeM nepBooTeneHHoe sHa~eHHe. H 

H cor~C8H C BHCRa.3aHHHrl/J. Ba.MH MH8HH8M, i:rro Ha 3TOM Hailp:l.B

~emm y CCCP H CIIlA HMeIOTC.fI xoponme nepcneRTMBhI .UJISI ROH

OTPYRTEBHoro OOTPy,IUm't!0CTBa. Cei"tiaO HamH ,I(Be OTpaHH, Hapsm;y 

C ,Itpyr'.0'.MM 't!JI8H8MH CoBeTa BesonacHOCTH OOH, llrpaIOT aKTHBHyIO 

po.IC& B BbIPa6oTK8 a@)eRTHBHIDC Mep no 6esoT~aTeJil>HOMy 
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nepeBo~y EpaHO-J!P8.KCROro ROHqlJIIDtTa B pyo~o MHPHHX pemeHd. 

Hanm npe~CT8.BHT8Jm HM8IOT mtCTPYR.InIH He o6aBJIJITJ, ycHJIIDi' 

Hailp~eHHHX, B qacTHOCTR, Ha HeMe~~eHHoe npeRpanteHHe 

orim, BC8X B08HHIDC ~eMCTBHli H H038M8,n:JmTeJIDHID1 OTBO~ 

BCex BOMCR R MeiKJtYHapo~HO npH3Ha.Hm:lM rpa.Hm(a.M. 

Oco6oe M9CTO, no H8lll0My TBep~OMy y68>K,lteHmo, B peamI

samm no~oTaBJmBae:MHX Me,imyHapo~HHM coo6mecTooM pememdi 

np:mtaJ(Jie71tHT reHepaJII:,HOMy CeKpeTapo OOH. Be~:1, OT ero ~8liCT

Bi.IH B H8M8JIOH CTeneHJtI 6y~eT sa:sm-0eTJ; H ~~HemnHe ruarH, 

KOTOpHe Mory,r IlOTpe6oBaTJ;CH B o~yqae, ec~R npHID!TaH pesoJIIO

n:im HaTOJIKH8TCH Ha conpOT~8HH8 Toro wm: RHOrO yqacTmraa 

KOHq>JmKTa. IlpM TaROM H8XeJ.IaTeJIJ,HOM IlOBOpoTe peKOM8H.I(anRH 

reHepaJII,HOro oeKpeTapa, IlORf.[THO, ID48Jm 6H H8MaJllili Bee. 

B 3TOM CM3li MH paCClIRTHBaeM, ~o Ba, rocno~HH Ilpesan;eHT, 

Hrut.n;eTe B03MO:atHHM OKa3al'l, He06XO.JlHMYIO ll0,IU1;8:p7itKy MHPOTBO.P

qecKOli MHCCHH reHepaJll,Horo CeKpeTapH R COBM8CTHO C HB.W 

6y.n;,eTe cnoco60TBOBaT1, ee ycnexy. 

B TOM, "tfTO KacaeTOH Bamero npe,1lJI01lt8HWi 06 yqacTlU1 

8KCil8J)TOB B pa6oTe CoBeTa EesonaoHOC TH, Mory no~TBep,IUtTJ; 

Hame Il0.m»IWT9JIJ,H08 K H0MY OTHOID8HH8, pas-yMeeTCH, npn 

cor~aco R OCTaJil,lWX IIOCTOHHHHX lt1!0HOB CoBeTa. 

EoJDJteH Tenep:1, B8PHYTJ;CH K Bonpooy o npHi:nmax Bospocmel 

H8IIPf.[X0HHOCTH B p&ioHe IlepcH,ItOKOro sa.mma. CKruity OTKpoBeH

HO, OHR He orpam.IlIKBaIOTOH npo~OJDit9Hli8M 6oeBHX ~eMCTBD MexotY 

lipaHOM H l1paxoM. MH He MO:ateM ErHOPRJ>OB8.Tl, Hapamimrume B08HHO

ro npHOy-TCTB:w! CIIIA B 8TOM pfilioHe, a T0M 6o~ee HaJtYM8.HHH8 



------------

4. 

npe,ItJiorn, KOTOPHMH ero IIHTaIOTOH saxa.MyqlJI.HpOBa.TI>. Cnopy 

HST, B IIepc;mcKOM 3aJIHBe HaxO,ItB:TOH He TOJIE,KO Baum. HOH 

HaIIlH Boemme KOpa6Jm. 0,ItHa.RO npOCTOe 03Ha.ROMJI8HJ4e O o6$ex-. . 
TEBliID.ffl q>aKTa.MH, a H yJ3epeH, 't!TO )lJISI 3TOro y Bao eCTJ:, :ace 

B03MOJlHOCTll, nOKa31IB8.0T, 't!TO RH no MaomTa6aM, HH no BUilOJI

Rf!8MIDII ~ Halll8 B00HHO-MO,PCK08 npHCYTOTD8 He R,ll0T 

ml B KaKOe opa:aHeHHe C BamHM. HeOKOJII,KO COB8TCKmC Boemmx 

KOpa6Jie:lt, Ha KOTopue CCWiaIOTCH B BanmHrTOHe, Ha BpeMemroii 

OCHOBe conpoB~amT Haum: TOproBUe crna no npoc:r:,6e R c Be.zto

Ma npH6p0JitmDC rocy,napcTB. 

BoJiee Toro, )tBUZMOe CTpeMJiemreM :0:cnom,30BaTJ:> BCe B03 

MOJKBOCTH )lJif.[ 03.ItOPOBJiemm o6CT8.HOBKH CoBeTCK08 npaBHTeJ.[I,OTl 

npe,nJIOJKWIO, 'tiTOOU BCe B08HHH8 KOpadJIH rocy,napcTB, He OTHO

C.RJJUDCCJI K 8TOMY pai1:oHy, 6wm B KpaT'tla.HDIH8 CPOKH BI:me,n;eHU R 

IIepc~cKoro sa.mma, a vlpa.H z vlpax B CBOJO o-qepe,n;i, Bos,nepi:ra:

BaJIHCI> OT .IJ:8liCTBd, KOTOpue 003.IJ;a.BaJllI 6H yrposy M8'1r.ItYHaPO.IJ:

HOMy cy,noxo,n;OTBy. 

Y Hao BHSUBaeT Y.IJ:OBJI8TBOP0HH0 KOHCTPYKTHBH8Jl peax:o;mi 

60JIE,mmtCTBa OTpa.H, BRJJJO'tIM'. H y-qaCTID1KOB KOHq)JDIKTa, Ha 8TO 

npe,ItJIOJKemre. XOT8JIOC1, 6H pacCi:rJdTHBaTI>, 'IITO H a.Mep:ma.HCK08 

PYKOBO,IJ;CTBO OTH8C8TOH K H8MY B Il03HT:m3HOM KJ.llO'tie, B .IJ;yxe 

COTpy,IUmtieCTBa. 

K TOMy JKe H8KOTOpHe 3MBJiemm npe)lCTaBHTeJiel Bamel 

a,ItMmmCTpamm Ka.R 6y;n;TO CBE,lt8T8Jll:,CTBYJOT O 3amITepecoBa:HliOC

TJ4 a.Mepmta.HCKOH CTOpoHH. EcJm Ta.Koe Bil8'1!aTJI8HRe o6oOHOBaHO, 

TO MH 6wrn: 6H rOTOBH 6oJiee l{OHKp0THO o6Cy,ItHTJ:> c Coe.n;m1emnI

MH IllTaTaMH 3TOT BOilpOO B JU060M Y.It06HOM )lJiff Bao WopMaTe. 



5. 

Fe.mt Jlt8 rOBOPRTl> B nmpOKOM llJiaHe, TO xo-q:y Il0.tr!0PKHYT1>, 

'qTQ pas,ne.mno TY MI:lCJil>, ROTOpoit BH sa:sepmaeTe CB08 IDICI>MO: 

Ror.na Hannt CTpaHEl pemaIOT ,D;8HCTBOBaT1> COBM0CTHO, pesyJil>TaTH 

He sacTa.MT ce6.a JJUtaT1>. 

C y:saxtemieM, 

M.rOPBA'C!EB 

IS 1iIW.tR: I987 r. 
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. . ·-.. .. : .. ·- .~· T"HE .. ·S·ECUR'ITV ... COUNCIL HAVE MADE EXTRAORDINARY µROGl<·ESS-; . .. : -· -- , -: 
·.· IN ·THE EFFORT TO ADVANCE THE GOAL WE ALL SEEK, TO B~ING .. 

TO AN EN» THE TRAGIC AND DANGEROUS CONFLICT HETWEEN 
.·~ ·.· . · :~·.,:·. :.- ·1RAQ ·--~NO lR._Aff; __ :··-v.E· HAVE · NOW REACHED A. MAJOR MILESTONE•.: .... . 

. ··. ·.· .::: . , rN·: THIS £FfORT, :. 1fI-TH' AGREEMENT . IN pO,.nNCIPLE 0-N . A.· ... .. -. . 
- · SECURITY ·COUNCIL RESOLUTION "ANDATING AN IMM~DIATE 

CEASEFIRE ~N~ · WITH.RAWAL TO INTEHNATIONAL BOHDEHS ■ I · 
· MUCH: A.PPRE.CIATE TH(. COOPERATIVE A.TTITUDE Of THE SOVIET .: 

... ~ -uNIONi ijHI(H HAS . CONTRiaUTED -~UBSTANtIALLY TO T~IS . . . 
· REMARKABLE . ACHIEVEMENT ■ 
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YOU SHAKE OUR JUDGMENT ·THAT FOR THE RESOLUTION TO HAVE 
.. AN IMPACT ON THE COMBATANTS THEY MUST ~EALIZE THAT THE 

SECURITY c6u~CIL IS PREPARED TO TAKE MEASURES TO 
ENFO~ct ·~r~ ·6R•E~- . THUS, I WOULD URGE WE KEACH 
AGREEMENT NOW, AT · LEAST AMONG THE PERMANENT MEMBEKS, ON 

· SPECIFIC IMPLEMENTATION MEASU~ES~ THESE WOULD INCLUDE . 
MECHANISMS FOR VERIFYING A CEASEFIRE/WITHDRA~AL IN THE •. 
EVt~T Of (OMPLIANCE, OR ENfORCENENT MEASURES, 
PREFERABLY AN ARMS EMBARGO, IN THE EVENT OF REFUSAL Of 
ONE OR BOTH PARTIES TO COMPLY-

I An CONVINCED THAT WE MUST NOW FOCUS INTENSIVELY ON 
-· REACHI~G tHIS · AGREEMENT ■ · THEREFORE, I HAVE ASKED 

SECRETARY .SHULTZ TO . LEAD OUR DELEGATION IN NEW YORK 
WHEN THIS ISSUE IS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL ■ I HAVE 

· · INSTRUCTE~ ·AMBASSA~OR WALTERS TO EXPLORE THESE ISSUES 
. CAREFUlL~~ITH YOUR •OffICIALS .IN~osco~. FINALLV, I 

ALSO URGE THAT OUR DELIBERATIONS IN NEW YORK BE 
. : l~T.ENSIFIEJ>·, _ANJ> . HAVE l>IRECTEJ> THAT, BEGINNING THE WEEIC 

..... ··.~; :. Of": JULY ·· E» :, : ~UR . UN DELEGATION BE AUGMENTED BY EXPEl<TS TO 
· . . Al~IST .tN BRINGING THIS MATTER TO A SPEEDY CONCLUSION. 

. . . 

· · SUCCESS I~ THIS VITAL ENDEAVOR DEPENDS UPON OUR COMMON 
. ·- COMMITMENT TO- Pf<ESS AHEAD t(ESOLUTEL Y AND SWIFTLY TO 

RESOLVE THE ~EMAINING ISSUES:, WHILE ~E CONT!NUE TO 
·· - SUPPORT STRONGLY THE COMPLEMENTARY "EDIATION EfFORTi Of 

THE. ·stCRETAffY GENERA(~ ... As·· UNJ>ERSECKETARY At<MACOS:T · 
NOTE, TO Ar18ASSADOR J>UBININ, · THE u .. s •. AND THE USSH CAN .. 
PLAY A SPECIAL ROLE 

1

IN THIS PROCESS. - liHEN OUK 
COUN-TRIES· 1)£.Cl~E .fO . WORK .TOGETHER AT THE. UN, WE CAN 
ACHIEVE RESULTS. . 
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O Prepare Memo ___________ to 
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FYI FYI FYI 

□□ Batjer □□ Herbst □□ Reger 

□□ Bemis □□ Howard □□ Rodman 

□□ Brooks □□ Kelly. B. □□ Rosenberg 

□□ Burns □□ Kelly.J. □□ Ross 

□□ Childress □□ Kimberling □□ Rostow 

□□ Cobb □□ Kissell □□ Saunders 

□□ Cockell □□ Kraemer □□ Scharfen 

□□ Cohen □□ Ledsky □□ Smith 

□□ Collins □□ Linhard □□ Sommer 

□□ Danzansky □□ Mahley □□ Sorzano 

□□ Dean.a. □□ Major □□ Steiner 

□□ Donley □□ Matthews □□ Stevens 

□□ Douglass □□ McNamara □□ Tahir-Kheli 

□□ Ermarth □□ Michael □□ Tice 

□□ Farrar 

□□ Flower 
)(□ Oakley 

□□ Paal 
□□ Tillman 

□□ Tobey 

□□ Fortier □□ Perina □□ 
□□ Grimes □□ Platt □□ 
□□ Heiser □□ Porter □□ 
□□ Henhoeffer □□ P1,1gliaresi □□ 
INFORMATION Green Courtney Secretariat 

□ carlucci (advance) D Powell (advance) □ 
COMMENTS 
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