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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: George P. Shult
SUBJECT: Letter to General Secretary Gorbachev

I noted in my recent discussions with you that, as a result
of Chernobyl and other events since last year's summit, the
Soviets are becoming increasingly defensive and withdrawn.

Much of this problem is of their own making, and you are under
no obligation to make a special effort to bring them back to a
more active negotiating posture. Nevertheless, the current
Soviet mood undermines the prospects for significant progress
in our own agenda. A prolonged deadlock in U.S.~Soviet
relations also may increase the electoral di““iculties facing
such strong supporters of yours as Mrs. That...er and Helmut
Kohl. An American act of statesmanship now could go a long way
to helping us on both these scores in the months ahead.

As I mentioned to you last week, I think the time is right
for a forward-looking personal letter to Gorbachev which notes
your dissatisfaction with results since the summit, tells him
the time for recrimination is over, picks up his suggestions
for cooperation on nuclear reactor safety, reminds him of the
ideas you gave Dobrynin in April, and urges him to get down to
business. The letter also notes that, given Gorbachev's stress
on atmospherics, you will make a speech in the near future on
U.S.-Soviet relations. A draft letter is attached. We will
provide a draft speech text in the next few days.

In addition, I strongly recommend that you receive Armand
Hammer and Dr. Robert Gale (the physician who treated many of
the Chernobyl victims) on Thursday. Both met recently with
Sorbachev and may be able to provide fresh insights on his
current thinking. In addition, the meeting would provide an
excellent opportunity to underscore your support for greater
cooperation between the U.S. and Soviet peoples despite recent
tensions in the relationship.
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RECOMMENDATION:

That you forward the memorandum at TAB I to the President.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letter to Gorbachev
Tab B Memorandum to the President from Secretary Shultz
Tab II State Draft of letter to Gorbachev, with changes
indicated
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NATIONAL SECURIT ZQUNCIL stem II
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 vy0420

June 4, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: braft Oral Message to Gorbachev
Attached is a proposed oral message to respond to ¢ neral

Secretary Gor--achev's oral st r-nt which was receive: >n Sundav
June 1. Requ :t you incorpor v this into aoutgoing cable. b’

Rodney B. McbDaniel
Executive Secretary

Attachment:
Draft Oral Message to Gorbachev
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