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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1985 

Dear Mr. General Secretary: 

SYSTEM II 
90 272 

As you assume your new responsibilities, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
underscore my hope that we can in the months 
and years ahead develop a more stable and 
constructive relationship between our two 
countries. Our differences are many, and we 
will need to proceed in a way that takes both 
differences and common interests into account 
in seeking to resolve problems and build a 
new measure of trust and confidence. But 
history places on us a very heavy responsi
bility for maintaining and strengthening 
peace, and I am convinced we have before us 
new opportunities to do so. Therefore I have 
requested the Vice President to deliver this 
letter to you. 

I believe our differences can and must be 
resolved through discussion and negotiation. 
The international situation demands that we 
redouble our efforts to find political 
solutions to the problems we face. I valued 
my correspondence with Chairman Chernenko, 
and believe my meetings with First Deputy 
Prime Minister Gromyko and Mr. Shcherbitsky 
here in Washington were useful in clarifying 
views and issues and making it possible to 
move forward to deal with them in a practical 
and realistic fashion. 

In recent months we have demonstrated that i t 
is possible to resolve problems to mutual 
benefit. We have had useful exchanges on 
certain regional issues, and I am sure you 
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are aware that American interest in progress 
on humanitarian issues remains as strong as 
ever. In our bilateral relations, we have 
signed a number of new agreements, and we 
have promising negotiations underway in 
several important fields. Most signifi
cantly, the negotiations we have agreed to 
begin in Geneva provide us with a genuine 
chance to make progress toward our common 
ultimate goal of eliminating nuclear weapons. 

It is important for us to build on these 
achievements. You can be assured of my 
personal commitment to work with you and the 
rest of the Soviet leadership in serious 
negotiations. In that spirit, I would like to 
invite you to visit me in Washington at your 
earliest convenient opportunity. I recognize 
that an early answer may not be possible, but 
I want you to know that I look forward to a 
meeting that could yield results of benefit 
to both our countries and to the interna
tional community as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, 
General Secretary, Central Committee, 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
Moscow, u.s.s.R. 



ES SENSITIVE 8507540/8507541 
United States Department of State 
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SEGREl - March 11, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. DONALD P. GREGG 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Gorbachev and Talking Points 
for the Vice President's Use in Moscow 

Attached is a draft letter from the President to be hand 
delivered by Vice President Bush to incoming General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachev, and suggested talking points for the Vice 
President's use in that meeting. 

Nicholas Platt 
Executive Secretary 

.c 

DECL:OADR 
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Draft Personal Letter from the President 
To the New General Secretary 

Dear Mr. General Secretary: 

As you assume your new responsibilities, I would like to 
take this opportunity to underscore my hope that we can in the 
months and years ahead develop a more stable and constructive 
relationship between our two countries. Our differences are 
many, and we will need to proceed in a way that takes both 
differences and common interests into account in seeking to 
resolve problems and build a new measure of trust and 
confidence. But history places on us a very heavy 
responsibility for maintaining and strengthening peace, and I am 
convinced we have before us new opportunities to do so. 
Therefore I have requested the Vice President to deliver this 
letter to you. 

I believe our differences can and must be resolved through 
discussion and negotiation. The international situation demands 
that we redouble our efforts to find political solutions to the 
problems we face. I valued my correspondence with Chairman 
Chernenko, and believe my meetings with First Deputy Prime 
Minister Gromyko and Mr. Shcherbitskiy here in Washington were 
useful in clarifying views and issues and making it possible to 
move forward to deal with them in a practical and realistic 
fashion. 

In recent months we have demonstrated that it is possible t o 
resolve problems to mutual benefit. We have had useful 
exchanges on certain regional issues, and I am sure you are 
aware that American interest in progress on humanitarian issues 
remains as strong as ever. In our bilateral relations, we have 
signed a number of new agreements, and we have promising 
negotiations underway in several important fields. Most 
significantly, the negotiations we have agreed to begin in 
Geneva provide us with a genuine chance to make progress toward 
our common ultimate goal of eliminating nuclear weapons. 

It is important for us to build on these achievements. You 
can be assured of my personal commitment to work with you a nd 
the rest of the Soviet leadership in serious negotiations. I 
that spirit, I would like to invite you to visit me i n 
Washington at your earliest convenient opportunity. I recog i ze 
that an early answer may not be possible, but I wanted you to 
know that I look forward to a meeting that could yield result s 
of benefit to both our countries and to the international 
community as a whole. 

I E SEO Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 
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March 11, 1985 

YOUR MEETING WITH THE NEW GENERAL SECRETARY 

SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS 

-- Please accept my condolences and sympathy on behalf of 
the American Government and people for your loss. 

-- I would appreciate it if you would pass on my sympathy to 
Mr. Chernenko's family at this difficult time. 

-- I bring with me a message to your. leadership from our 
Government and people. 

It is a message of peace. 

We know t h is is a time of difficulty; we would like it to 
be a time of opportunity. 

-- Both countries know that our systems and interests and 
purposes are different in vital respects, and that these 
differences will not go away. 

-- Each side will defend and promote its interests. Our 
relationship is bound to be essentially competitive. 

But it is in the interest of both countries to compete 
and to resolve problems in peaceful ways, and to build a more 
stable and constructive relationship. 

We know that some of the things we do and say sound 
threatening or hostile to you. 

-- The same is true for us. Many of the things you have 
been doing and saying for many years sound hostile or 
threatening to our interests, our values, even our existe nce. 

-- I can tell you that neither the American Governme nt nor 
the American people has hostile intentions toward you . 

-- We recognize that you have suffered a great deal, a nd 
struggled a great deal, throughout your history. 

-- We recognize the tremendous effort and suffering a nd 
contribution to the common victory in the war that e nded f orty 
years ago this year, when we were Allies. 

-- That common victory was both a triumph and a trag e dy . 

S«;C~T/SENSITIVE 
DECL:OADR 
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-- It was a triumph because it opened up opportunities to 
build a new, more stable, more peaceful world, based on 
self-determination and common efforts to resolve problems 
constructively. 

-- It was a tragedy because those opportunities were not 
used. Instead, we have had division, more armaments, more 
suspicion, and mo re needless human suffering. 

-- Of c o urse we have also had real achievements. We have 
kept the peace. We have made economic progress. We have been 
able to solv e some problems together. 

-- My country believes it should be in both our interests to 
build realistica 1 y on those achievements and create and seize 
new opportunities for a more stable peace and more cooperative 
relations. 

We are rea y to embark on that path with you. 

It is the p ath of negotiations, of steady effort toward 
significant objec ives through give-and-take that recognizes the 
interests and c or:cerns of the other side. 

- - On a number of issues we have shown that we can make such 
progress. We hav signed a number of new agreements: we are 
revitalizing coo ration under old agreements: we have a number 
of promising negot iations underway. 

We think it is time to be more energetic, to tackle 
larger issues, t o set higher goals. 

That is the way we are approaching the negotiations that 
began yesterday i~ Geneva. 

We have r eached agreement at the highest level that we 
should strive to eliminate nuclear weapons from the face of the 
earth. 

In the pos t war period our two countries have never set 
themselves such a worthy and grandiose objective. 

-- If we can r adically reduce offensive nuclear weapo ns a nd 
make it possible t o shift toward stable deterrence based on 
non-nuclear defe r...s e, we will have set the world on a new, more 
peaceful course. 

-- We should a pproach the other issues between u s wi th the 
same energy and v~ sion. 

S~'f','SENSITIVE 
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-- We should seek to rid the world of the threat or use of 
force in international relations. 

-- We should try to build new trust and confidence in our 
dealings with each other by solving problems on the basis of 
mutual benefit and by increasing contacts and dialogue. 

These are goals worthy of the new generation that will 
come after us, of men and women and children who did not 
experience the war and its aftermath. 

They are goals worthy of the generation that did. 

They are goals that can unite us in a common endeavor 
across our different values and interests. The world will thank 
us. 

-- That is the message of peace I bring. The United States 
is ready for that effort now. 

S~/SENSITIVE 
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WAS HINGTON March 25, 1985 

~E'I·/SENSITIVE 
EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT AND NSC ADVISOR MCFARLANE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: George P. Shultz 4/J 
SUBJECT: Letter from Gorbachev 

Soviet Charge Oleg Sokolov delivered to Rick Burt today the 
attached letter to you from Gorbachev. Dobrynin had called me 
earlier with a preview. The tone of the letter tracks closely 
with Gorbachev's comments to the Vice President and me, and 
could therefore reflect his personal touch. 

I draw your attention in particular to the final paragraphs 
of the letter, in which Gorbachev says he has a "positive 
attitude" to the idea of holding a summit. He indicates that it 
would not be necessary to sign documents at such a meeting, 
although agreements on issues of mutual interest which had been 
previously worked out could be "formalized" during the meeting. 
He defines the main purpose of a meeting as a "search for mutual 
understanding on the basis of equality and taking account of the 
legitimate interests of each side." Gorbachev thanks you for 
your invitation to Washington, but asks that you agree to return 
to the question of timing and venue for a summit at a later 
point. The Soviets may be thinking of suggesting a summit in 
Helsinki in August, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of 
the CSCE Final Act. In a meeting last week with Art Hartman, 
Gromyko pointedly asked for our plans on attendance at Helsinki. 

Gorbachev's letter is also notable for its non-polemical 
tone. In fact, his message seems to be that we should both tone 
down public rhetoric and do business in a calm way that avoids 
"deepening our differences" and "whipping up animosity." 
Predictably, he also stresses the priority he attaches to ar s 
control and my January agreement with Gromyko on the "subject 
and objectives" for Geneva. Here too he picks up themes he used 
with George and me in Moscow. 

I am holding the text of the letter very closely, and will 
be sending you a suggested draft response for Gorbachev i the 
next few days. In answering press i g iries abo ta So ie 
response to your s u rrit invitatio , I s gges ·e re y si y 
that our two gover e ts are i . to c , t a as e 
knows, we do not intend t o disc ss o r co f 'de ial di 
exchanges in pu lie . 

Attachment: As stated. 

-- ~1-or I -:#- s ZI 
Us 7 /u--/uU 

SECRB'I'/SE -SITIVE 
DECL: OADR 
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His Excellency 
Ronald W.REAGAN, 
The President of the United States of .America, 
Washington, D.C. 

March 24, 1985 

Dear Mr.President: 

I.et me first of all express gr~titude for the sy:npat ny shovm 
by you personally on t he occasion of a sad event for the Sovi 3t 
people - the death of K.U.Cherner:L~o. 

We -also appreciate t he participation in the mourning rite s 
in Moscow of the Vice-Pres ident of the United States lli' .George 
Bush a.rid t he Secretary of State irir .George Shultz. I t ~:.ink .,_ :.__at 
t~e conversation we had with them was - though it hao to be brief -
mutually useful and, one might say, even necessary unoer ~~e current 
circumstances. 

·1'ie value the practice of exc!l.anges of views betTieen t~e leaders 
of our two countries on the key issues of Soviet-Aoerican relat ions 
and tne international situation as a whole. In this context I attach 
great importance to the exchange of letters, which has starte 
between the two of us. 

First of all I would like to say that we deem in~rove=e~t 
of relations between t he USSR and USA to be not only ex.u_e~e 
necessary, but possible, too. Tnis was t!l.e cent ral point t~a I was 
making in the conversation with your r epre sentatives in ~oscow . 

For your part, you also expressed yourself in favor of Jore 
stable and constructive relations, a.no we regard t!li.s pos~~- e y . 

We have also taken note of yo·.rr words about t he ne oppor · ties 
wi1ich are openning up now. 

This being tne case, :.__e pr 

a proper impe.,_ s .._ o 
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are -:; a ll: ::...::-1~ about , to translate into t he a.:.:::.-...;_s. ~-=- - - c ~ :. __ ··-

t ne mutually expressed willingness to improve r e =.. c.-i o.:--'-s , v: ::.. :;j-_ s::: :::8 __:_r, 

taken of t he special res _;)O nsibility borne by our t vio countri e s , of 
t he objective fact that the Soviet Union and t ne United Sta~es of 
America are great powers and that relations between theQ are of 
decisive importance for t :C1e situation in the world in ge :1.eral. 

Our countries are different by their social systems,by the 
ideologies dominant in them. But we believe that this s~oQld not 
be a reason for animosity. Each social system has a right to life, 
and it s hould prove its advantages not by force, not by military 
means, but on t he path of peaceful competition with the otner 
system. And all people have the right to go the way t ney have 
chosen themselves, without anybody imposing his will on t hem from 
outside t.. interfering in t he ir internal affairs. We believe t hat 
this is t he only just and healthy basis for relations amon; st ates. 
For our part, we have always st riven to build o~r relatio~s w:th 
t ne United States , as we l l as with other co-c..nt ries, precisely in 
t .i.1.i s ma..rmer . 

Besides, the Soviet leadership is convinced that our two 
countries have one common interest uniting thembeyond a.::zy doubt : 
not to let things come to the outbreak of nuclear war which Viould 
inevitably have catastrophic consequences for both sides. And 
both sides would be well advised to recall t his more often in 
making their policy. 

I am convinced that given such approach to the business at 
hand, on the basis of a reasonable account of the realities of 
to day's world and treating with a due respect the rights and 
legitimate interests of the other side, we could do quite a bit 
to benefit the peoples of our countries, as well as thew le world, 
having embarked upon the road of a real improvement of relations . 

It appears to us that it is important first of a ll to start 
conducting business in s uch a manner so that both we ourselves 
and others could see a.!d feel t hat both countries are no- a::..::iing 
at deepening their difference s anu whipping up animosity, · ~, 
rather, are making t~eir policy looking to the prospect o= ~evi
tilizing t he situation and of peaceful, calm development . ~hi s woul d 
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help creat e a,."1 atmosphere of gre ater trust between ou.r co.t:1--c r:;.. es . 
It is not an easy task, and I wou ld say, a delicate one . For , 
trust is an especially sensitive thing, keenly receptive to both 
deeds and words. It will not be e.nb.ac.ce d if, f or example , one 
were to talk as if in two languages: one - for private cont acts, 
and the other, as they say, - for the audience. 

The development of relations could well proceed through 
finding practical solutions to a number of problems of mutual 
interest. P.$ I understand it, you also speak in favor of such 
a Wa;fe 

We believe that this should be done across the entire range 
of problems, both international and bilateral • .Any problem can be 
solved,...of course, only on a mutually acceptable basis, which 
means finding reasonable compromises, t he main criterion be ing 
t hat ne ither s i de should c . a im some s pe cial r ight s f or itse lf 
or advantages , both on subj ects between t he two of t Dem ard in 
international affairs. 

No matt er how important t he questions involved in our relations 
or affecting them in this or that manner mi ght be, t he ce t ral , 
priority area.r is that of security. The ne gotiat ions unQer way in 
Geneva require the foremost attention of the two of us. Obviously, 
we will have to turn again and again to the questions under discu
ssion there. At this point I do not intend to comment on what is 
going on at the talks - t hey have just s t arted . I s2all say , though, 
that some stat er:ients whi ch v1ere made and are being made in y ur 
country with regard to t he talks cannot but cause concern . 

I would like you to know and appreciate t he seri ous ness of our 
approach to the negotiat ions, our firm desire to wor k towards posi
tive results t here. We will invariably adhere to t he agreement on 
the subject and obj ectives of these negotiations. The fact t hat 
we were able t o agr ee on thls in January is alre ady a b.:.g ac· ievement 
and it s hould be treated with care. 

I hope , Mr . President , that you will fee l f r om t~is e~~ er 
t hat t he Soviet leader ship , inc l uding myse lf per sonally , in~end.s 
to act vigorously to find common ways to i mproving relations betwe en 

our co unt ries. 



--

I think that it is also c le oX f r o;::: :iy le-::--=r ~.:: :..-: ·::e 2-:-: ac!l 
gr eat import ance to cont acts at t .:.1e hi g~1est leve • :t-·or -c:-Lis reasori 
I have a positive attitude to t he idea you expre sse d abo t holding 
a personal meeting between us. And, it wo uld seem that such a 
meeting s hould not necessarily be concluded by s i gni ng some major 
documents. Though agreements on certain issues of mut ual inter est, 
if t hey were worked out by that time, could well be formalized duri 
the meeting. 

The main t ~ing is t hat it should be a me et ins t o searc~ fo r 
mutual understanding on t he basis of equality and account of the 
legit i mate interests of each other. 

.AJ3 to a venue for t he meeting, I thank you for the i nvit at ion 
to v i sit_ Washington. But let us agree that we s hall r eturn again 
to the quest ion of t 11e place and time f or t he meeting. 

Sincerely , 

M. GORBACHEV 
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His Excellency 
Ronald W. REAG.AN , 

Unoff icial translc~~on 

The President of the United States of America, 
Washington, D.C . 

March 24, 1985 

Dear Mr.President: 

I.et me first of all express gr~titude for the sy:npathy shown 
by you personally on t he occasion of a sad event for the Sovi 3t 
people - the death of K.U.Chernenko. 

We -also appreciate the participation in the mourning rites 
in Moscow of the Vice-President of the United States Mr .George 
Bush and the Secretary of State iiir.George Shultz . I t iiin.£ t· at 
t:::ie conversation we had with them was - though it had to be r~ef -
mutually useful a.~d, one might say, even necessary under t:::ie current 
c ire lilll.S t a.nc es • 

·1'Je value the practice of exc:::ianges of views betv,een t :::ie leader:: 
of our two countries on the key issues of Soviet-American relations 
and tne international situation as a whole. In this context I attach 
great importance to the exchange of letters, which has started 
between the two of us. 

First of all I would like to sey t hat we deem im?rove~ent 
of relations between t he USSR and USA to be not only extre3ely 
necessary, but possible, too. This was the central point t:at I was 
ma.~ing in the conversation with your representatives in ~~sc w. 

For your part, you also expressed yourself in favor of more 
stable and constructive relations, and we regard t~is posi~·vely . 
We have also taken note of your words about the new oppor.Lunitie s 
w·1ich are openning up now. 

mhis being t he case, t he proble , as we u.n ersta:1c ~-, is to 
give - through joint effort on ,L· e level of po ·tica: ea e~s2ip -
a proper impetus to our r elat ions int· e <i:..rection t · et~ of us 
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are ~&. - .:.: ::... ~-- - ---~'"'-- ' , ~::., ·.::.'::.- -~-- :.. ::.nto t he lan§:,-uage of concrete :;:i::icy 
t :ie ;nut·1.1.ally ex;i.:::-e sse d w:..:::. li~;.:-_e ss to i mprove re lat ions , wit h acco·..:..nt 
t ake n of t~e spec i al r es~onsioility bo r ne by our t wo count r ie s , of 
t he obj ective fact t hat t he Soviet Union and the United States of 
.Ame r ica are great powers a.~d t hat relations between t he~ are of 
decisive importance for t ~1e situation in the world in ge 1eral. 

Our countries are different by t heir social systems, by the 
ideologies dominant in them. But we believe that this sDould not 
be a reason for animosity. Each social system has a right to l ife, 
a nd i t s hou l d prove its advant age s not by force, not by milite.ry 
means, but on t he path of peaceful compet ition v1ith t l.le ot.aer 
system. And all people have the right to go t he way t ney have 
chosen t hemselves, witnout anybody imposing his will on t hem f rom 
outside~ interfering in their intern&l affairs. We believe that 
this is t he only just and healthy basis for relations amon; states. 
For our part , we have a l ways striven to build o~r r ela~io~s ~::. t h 
t ne United States , as we_l as with other coi.:..ntries , precise ~ in 
t ni s manner. 

Besides, t he Soviet leadershi p i s convinced t hat o ~ ~~o 
count r i es have one common int erest unit i ng tne beyon- a:::ry -oubt : 
not to let t hings come to t he outbreak of nuclear war whic_ ou l d 
inevitably have catastrophic consequences for both sides . And 
both sides wo uld be well advised to recall t his more often in 

making t heir policy. 
I am convinced that given such approach to t he business at 

hand, on t he basis of a reasonable account of the r ealit ies of 
to day's world and treating with a due r es?ect the r ights an 
legitimate interests of t he other side, we could do quite a bit 
to b enefit the peoples of our countries, as we l l as t e .- le world , 
having embarked upon the road of a real improvement of re a~ions. 

It appears to us that it is important first of a 1 to start 
conducting business in such a manner so t hat both we o PSe ves 
and others could see a..~d f ee l t hat both countr ies are - ~=-= g 
at deepening their differences anu whipping up animosi~y, - · 
rather , are making their policy looking t o t ne prospect ~ ~e -i 

t ilizi ng t he s ituat ion and of peaceful, calm development . his wo~ld 
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help cr ea-ce a.'1 atmosphere of gre ater trust betwee our co·illtries. 
It is not an easy task , and I would say, a delicat e one . For, 
trus t is an especially sensitive thing, keenly receptive to both 
deeds and words. It will not be enhanced if, for example, one 
were to talk as if in two languages: one - for private contact s, 
and t he other, as they say, - for the audience. 

The development of relations could well proceed through 
finding practical solutions to a number of problems of mutual 
interest • .AJ3 I understand it, you also speak in favor of such 
a way. 

We believe that this should be done across the entire r ange 
of problems, both international e.nd bilateral. Any problem can be 
solved,...of course, only on a mutually acceptable basis, w ich 
means finding reasonable compromises, the main criterion being 
t hat neit her s i de s bould c laim some s pe cia l r ights f or itseli 
or advantages , bot h on subj ects between t he two of t bem ~ :~ 
international affairs. 

N'o matter hov. i mport ant t he que st i ons involved in our re2.at ions 
or affecting them in this or that manner mi gr.1.t be, t he ce i:;ra l , 
priority arear is that of security. The negotiations u.nuer vay- in 
Geneva require the foremost attention of the two of us. Obviously, 
we will have to turn again and again to the questions under discu
ssion t here. At this point I do not intend to comment on what is 
going on at the talks - t hey have just s t arted. I s ~all say , though, 
that some stat ements which were made and are being made in your 
country with regard to the talks cannot but cause concern . 

I would like you to know and appreciate t he ser iousness of our 
approach to the negotiations, our firm desire to wo r k towards posi
tive results there. We will invariably adhere to t he agreement on 
the subject and objectives of these negotiations. The fact that 
we were able to agr ee on t his in January is alre ady a big acnievement 
and i t shoul d be treate d wit h care. 

I hope, Mr . President, t hat you will feel f r om t ~is lett er 
t hat t he Soviet leadership , including myself personally, i n~end.s 
to act vigorously to find common ways to i mproving r elations bet ws en 
our co unt ries. 
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I "t hir..:..,{ t .::ic.-c it i s also clear from my letter t hat we at1:ac:::i. 
gr eat io?orta...'-:.ce to contacts at t~1e highest level. Fo r tn.is r easo:i 
I have a positive att itude to the idea you expressed about holding 
a ?ersonal meeting between us. And, it would seem that such a 
meeting shoald not necessarily be concluded by signing some major 
documents. Though agreements on certain issues of mutual interest, 
if they were worked out by that time, could well be formalized during 
the meeting. 

The main t~inb is that it should be a me etins to searc~ for 
mutual understanding on the basis of equality and account of the 
legitimate interests of each other • 

.AJ3 to a venue for the meeting, I thank you for the i nvitat ion 
to visit ... Washington. But let us agree that we s hall return again 
to the question of t i:1e place and time for the meeting. 

Sincerely, 

. -• GOill3ACnEV 




