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1. THE FOLLOWI NG IS THE TE STIMO NY ON THE GULF IIAR GIV EN 
BY ASS ISTANT SECRETARY MURPHY BEFORE THE HAMILT ON 
SU BCOMMITTEE JUNE 11 . 

MR. CH AIRMA N, 

I AM PLEASED TO COME BEFORE YOU TOD AY TO DISCU SS TH E 
AD MINISTRATI ON 'S POL ICY ON THE MIDDLE EAST -- IN 
PARTI CULAR HO\./ OUR RESPONSE TO THE IIAR IN THE PERSIAN 
GULF FITS INTO THAT BRO AD ER FRAMEWORK . 

OUR MIDDLE EAST POLICY HAS LONG BEEN BASED ON OUR 
RECOGNITION THAT THE REGION IS A STRATEGIC CROSSROADS 
BETWEE N EAST AND WEST ANO A SOURCE OF ENERG Y FOR HUCH OF 
THE FREE IIORLD, THAT SOVIET DOM INAN CE TH ERE \IOULO GRAV ELY 
DISTURB THE \IORLD\IIOE STR ATEGIC BAL ANCE, AND THAT \IE HAVE 
CLOSE AND HISTORIC TIES 111TH IS RAEL ANO MODERAT E ARAB 
STATES IN THE AREA. BEC AUS E OF TH ESE BAS IC IN TERESTS, \IE 
HAVE \IORKEO FOR OVER THREE DECADES TO RESOLVE REGIONAL 
CONFLICTS ANO TO SEE K A REAL PEACE BET IIEE N ISRAEL AND ITS 

ARAB NEIGHBORS. 

THE \/AR BETIIEEN IRAN ANO IRAQ, NOii IN ITS FOURTH YEAR , 
DIRECTLY AFFECTS THOSE INTERESTS. THE CONT IN UING 
ESCALATION IN THE GULF THREATENS TO WIDEN THE CONFLICT, 
TO CURTAIL THE GU LF'S SUPPLY OF OIL TO THE \/ES T, ANO TO 
ENDANGER THE SECURIT Y OF OUR MODERATE ARAB FRIENDS AND 
THE STABILITY OF THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST . 

111TH THAT RECOGNITIO N, OUR POLICY CONS ISTS OF FOUR 
CRUC I Al ELEMENT S: 

THE FIRST IS ENSU RE THE FREE FLO\/ OF Oil TO THE \/EST; 

SECOND, TO CONTA IN THE EXPANSI ON OF SOV IET AND OTHE R 
RAD ICAL IN FLUENCE; 

IRO, 0 11AINTA IN TH E SECUR ITY OF THE ARAB STATE S OF 
E GU F. ESE STA ES , ESPECIALLY SAUDI ARABIA, AR E THE 

ANO POLIT ICAL BARRIER TO SOVIET AND IRANIAN 
AS A FORCE FOR MODERA TI ON 

CSN: HC E794 -- FINALLY, AND EQUALLY IMPOR TANT, IIHATEV ER ST EP S \IE 
TAK E MUST COMPLEME NT OUR EFFORT S TO ACHIEVE PEACE BET\IEE N 
THE ARAB STATES AND ISRAEL . OUR MID DLE EASTERN POLICY IS 
BUil T ON THE PREMISE THAT WE CAN FOSTER ANO ENCOURAGE A 
SECURE , STRONG AND CONFIDENT ISRAEL IIH ILE , AT THE SAME 
TIME, HELP ING TO EN SU RE THAT OUR MODER ATE ARAB FRIENDS 
HAVE THE SUPPOR T THEY NEED TO MAINTAIN THE IR O\IN 
SECURITY. THESE TWO GOALS ARE NOT CONTRAD ICTOR Y; THEY 
ARE COMP LEMENTARY . 

OUR OBJECT IVE IS TO BRING THE GULF \/AR TO A NEGOTIATED 
ENO, IN \IHICH NEITHER BELLIGERENT IS DOMINANT , ANO IN 
WHICH THE SOVERE IGN TY AND TERR ITORIAL INTEGRITY OF BOTH 
ARE PRESER VED . IT IS OUR BASIC POSITION THAT A VICTOR Y 
BY EITHER SI DE IS NEITHER MILITARILY ACH IEVA BLE NOR 
STRATEGICALLY DESIRABLE BECAUSE OF ITS DESTABILIZING 
EFFECT ON THE REG I ON . FURTHER , IT IS OUR OBJECT I VE TO 
AVOID DIRECT U.S . MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN TH E WAR. \IE 
BELIEVE TH AT A CRUCIAL FACTOR IN ACHIE VING THAT OBJECTIVE 
IS TO ENABLE THE GULF STAT ES TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, RATHER 
THAN HAV ING TO CALL FOR U.S. INTERVENT ION FOR THEIR 
PROTECT I ON . 

OUR FIRST PRIORITY IN THE CONFLICT, AND THAT OF OUR 
ALLIES AND THE GULF STATES, HAS BEEN TO ACHI EVE A 
CEASEF IREANOTHENEGOTIATIONOF A SETTLEMENT THROUGH 

DIPLOMAT IC MEAN S. WE HA VE REPEATEDL Y URG ED RE STRAINT ON 
BOTH PARTIES , DIRECTLY WITH IRAQ, AND 11 1TH IRAN , THROUGH 
OTHERS WH O HAVE ACCESS . \IE HAVE SU PPORTED THE EFFORTS OF 
THE UNITE D NATIONS, INCLUDING RESOLUTION 540 AN D THE MORE 
RECENT APPROACH OF TH E GULF STATES THAT RESULTED IN 
RE SOLUT ION 552, WHICH REAFF IR MS THE RIGHT OF FREE 
NAVIGATION AND CA LLS ON ALL PARTIE S TO RESPECT THAT RIGHT . 

WE HAV E NO DESIRE TO INTERVENE MILITARILY IN THE GULF . 
\IE HAVE MADE THAT CLEAR TO OUR FR IENDS AND TO THE SOVIET 
UNION. BUT WE HAVE ALSO CONSIDERED IT PRUDENT TO CONSULT 
CLOSEL Y WITH OUR ALLIES ON HOW \IE COULD COOPERATIVELY 
RESPOND TO CONT ING ENCIES , BOTH IN THE POLIT ICAL / MILITARY 
ANO ENERGY SPHERES. WE HAVE DI SCUSS ED 111TH THE GULF 
STATES, OVER MANY MONTHS , THE THREAT THEY FACE, OUR 
COMMON INTEREST IN MEETING THAT THREAT , AND HOW THIS 
COULD BE DONE . WE HAVE MADE IT KNO\IN THAT WE \I OULD NOT 
INTERVENE UNLESS ASKED TO 00 SO, ANO THAT \IE ARE NOT 
SEEKING SUCH AN INVI TATION . 

THE CURRENT ATTACKS ON NON-BELLIGERENT SHIPPING TO 
NEUTRAL PORTS DIRECTLY THR EATEN THE GULF STATES ANO ALSO 
OUR 01/N INTERESTS . SAUDI ARA BIA HAS NOii BE EN INVOLVE D IN 
AERIAL COMBAT WITH IRAN. IF WAR \/ERE TO BE IGNITED AMONG 
THE STATES OF THE GULF, THE VULNERABLE OIL ANO PORT 
FACILITIES OF THOSE STATES WOULD BE ENDANGERED, ALONG 
WITH A MAJOR SHARE OF THE WORLD'S OIL SUPPLY . 

SOME 20 TO 25 PE RCENT OF TH E Oil CONSUM ED IN TH E FREE 
WORLD IS PRODU CED IN THE GULF, WHIC H IS NOii EXPORTING 
NEARLY 8 MILLI ON BARR EL S OF OIL PER DAY, MU CH OF IT TO 
OUR ALLIES IN EUROPE AND ASIA. ALT HO UGH ONLY THR EE 
PE RCENT OF OUR Oil COMES DIRECT LY FROM JH E GUL F, \IE ST ILL 
IMPO RT ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF OUR OIL SU PP LY. THEREFORE, \IE 
ARE NOT ISOLATED FROM THE WOR LD OIL MARKET . DISRUPTIONS 
IN THE OIL SUPPLY AN O A WOR LDW IDE IN CRE AS E IN PRICES 
COULD CUT SH ORT TH E RECOVER Y NOii UN OERIIAY IN OUR OWN 
ECONOMY AND THAT OF THE RE ST OF TH E \IORL D . 

IT WAS IN VIE i/ OF THI S THREAT THAT \IE RESPONDE D ON AN 
URGE NT BAS IS TO SAUD I AR ABIA'S RE QU EST FOR STINGER AIR 
DEFE NSE MI SSILE S, ADD ITIONAL AE RIAL REF UELING CAPABILITY 
AND ACCE LERATED DEL IVERY OF FUEL TANKS TO EXTE ND THE 
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FLYING TIME OF THE SAUDI F-15 ' S. ANY LESS ER RESPONSE 
IIOULD HAVE SEEMED TENTATIVE, \IOULD POSSIBL Y HAVE 
EMBOLDENED , RATH ER THAN DETERRED, IRAN, AND \IOULD HA VE 
RAISED DOUBTS ABOUT OUR DETERMINATION AND COMM IT MENT TO 
GULF SECURITY. THE PRESIDENT CON CLU DED THAT IMPORTANT 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTER ESTS JUS TIF IED HIS US E OF THE 

SPECIAL \IAIVER AUTHORITY . TH IS DECISION \IAS NOT TAKEN 
LIGHTL Y. THE NEED \IAS IMMEDIATE AN D REAL, AND THE 
PRE SI DENT ACTED ACCORDINGL Y. HIS DECI SI ON CLEARL Y AIDS 
DETERRENCE , NOT ESCALATION . 

THE DANGER OF THE CONFLICT SPREADING TO THE GULF STAT ES 

IIAS UNDERSCORE D LAST \/EEK BY THE SHOOTING DO WN BY SAUDI 
F-ll ' S OF AT LEAST ONE IR ANIAN F-4. BECAUSE OF THE 
PRE SENCE OF U.S. Al/ACS AND AERIAL TANK ERS IN SAU DI 
ARABI A, THE INCIDENT RAISE S IMP ORTA NT WAR POWERS 
QUESTIONS. 

\IE HAVE CONS IDERED THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US, AND 
BAS ED ON THAT INFORMATION, \IE HAVE DETERMINED THA NO WAR 
POWERS REPORT IS CALLED FOR AT TH IS TIME. U.S. MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT AND PERSONNEL IN SAUDI ARA BIA ARE NOT EQUIPPED 
FOR COMBAT, HAVE NOT BEEN INTRODUCED INTO A SITUATI ON OF 
IMM INENT HOSTILITIES, AND HAV E NOT BEE N PUT IN AN Y DANGER 
OF HOSTILE ACTION. \IE \/ILL, OF COURSE , CONT INUE TO 
MON ITOR THE SI TUA TION CLOSELY AND TO STAY IN CLOSE TOUCH 
WITH THE CONGR ESS. 

OUR POLICY IN THE GULF, DURING MOR E THAN TEN YEARS AN D 
FOUR ADMINISTR ATIONS , HAS BEE N TO STR ENGTHEN OUR FR IENDS ' 
ABI LITI ES TO DEFEND TH EMSELV ES \/HILE AV OIDING DIRE CT U.S. 
MILITARY INV OLVEMENT . WE HAVE BEE N SUC CE SSFUL. OUR 
SE CURITY ASS ISTAN CE PROGRAM 111TH SAUDI ARABIA, OUR 
COOPERATION 111 TH OTHER ST ATES IN THE REGION, OUR MIL ITAR Y 
PRESENCE IN THE ARABIAN SEA, HAVE ALL ENHANCED THE 
CONF IDENCE AND CAPAB ILIT IES OF OUR FRIENDS . THE TRAGIC 
WAR IN THE GU LF HAS RAGED FOR ALMOST FO UR YEAR S. NOT 
ONLY HAS THE OIL CONTINUED TO FLOII FROM THE GULF, BUT 
ALSO OUR FRIENDS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DEFEND TH EMSEL VES 
WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF U.S. COMBAT FORCES. THESE FACTS 
PRO VE THE VALI DITY OF THE OBJECT IVES \IE ESTABL ISH ED TEN 
YEARS AGO AND ARE WITNESS TO OUR EFFECTIVENESS AT MEETING 
THEM. SHULTZ 
BT 
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B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(B) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Restric-
tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

TAI-IlR-KHELI, SHIRIN: FILES 

Withdrawer 

KDB 2/20/2009 

File Folder FOIA 

IRAN-IRAQ (WAR) F04-081/1 
BATTLE 

Box Number 

91881 11 

ID Document Type Noof Doc Date 

Document Description pages 

65174 CABLE 3 8/7/1984 

071141Z AUG 84 (W/NOTATIONS) 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Restric-
tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

TAHIR-KRELi, SHIRIN: FILES 

Withdrawer 

KDB 2/20/2009 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ (WAR) 

Box Number 

91881 

FOIA 

F04-081/1 
BATTLE 

11 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

65175 MEMO 

TO S. TAHI-KHELI ET AL. RE 5/20/86 MEETING 
(W /NOTATIONS) 

pages 

1 5/14/1986 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 
B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

TAHIR-KRELi, SHIRIN: FILES 

Withdrawer 

KDB 2/20/2009 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ (WAR) 

Box Number 

91881 

FOIA 

F04-081/l 

BATTLE 

11 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

65177 PAPER 

INTERAGENCY DISCUSSION PAPER 
(W/NOTATIONS) (ATTACHMENT TO DOC #65175) 

pages 

6 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b){1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b){9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

TAHIR-KRELi, SHIRIN: FILES 

Withdrawer 

KDB 2/20/2009 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ (WAR) 

Box Number 

91881 

FOIA 

F04-081/1 
BATTLE 

11 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric­
pages 

65178 SLIP 

TRANSMITTAL SLIP (ATTACHMENT TO DOC 
#65175) 

1 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Bl 
B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

TAHIR-KRELi, SHIRIN: FILES 

Withdrawer 

KDB 2/20/2009 

File Folder 

IRAN-IRAQ (WAR) 

Box Number 

91881 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

65179 MEMO 

RE AGENDA FOR MEETING (ATTACHMENT TO 
DOC #65175) 

FOIA 

F04-081/1 
BATTLE 

11 

Noof Doc Date 
pages 

3 5/14/1986 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(B) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geologlcal or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Restric-
tions 

Bl 

B3 
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