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WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
740 Jackson Place, N.W. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1981 

Washington, D. C. 20506 

CONTACT: Bernard Meyer 
202-737-8292 

WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION CREATES CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 

The White House Historical Association announced today the 

creation of the first White House Christmas angel ornament. 

The 1981 angel ornament has been included in the decoration 

of the White House Christmas tree. Exact copies of the ornament 

are being made available for sale to the public by the White House 

Historical Association. 

The ornament is the first in a series and is a faithful hand

crafted miniature replica of the famous angel weathervane made in 

1840 in Charlestown, Massachusetts, for the spire of the Univer

salist Church in Newburyport. It is made from the traditional 

copper sheeting used to make the original and has been antiqued 

to recreate the patina the original weathervane has acquired from 

over one hundred years of weathering. 

Christmas was first celebrated in the White House in 1803 

when President Thomas Jefferson resided there. The first record 

of a Christmas tree in the White House was in 1889 when President 

Harrison decorated a live tree with tinsel and popcorn. A trimmed 

Christmas tree has become a tradition in the White House. 

- more -



White House Christmas 
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The ornament, which is four inches long, comes gift-packed 

on a red velour backing within a forest green box. Proposed as 

the first in an annual series of White House ornaments, it is 

available by mail order through the White House Historical 

Association, 740 Jackson Place, Washington, D. C. 20506. 

Cost per ornament is $7.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling. 

The proceeds benefit the White House Historical Association, a 

private non-profit educational organization established in 1961 

to publish accurate and informative materials about the White House 

and to acquire historical furnishings and other objects for the 

White House. 
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WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
740 J ac kson Place, N . W. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1981 

Washingcon, D . C. 20506 

CONTACT: Bernard Meyer 
202-737-8292 

WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION CREATES CHRISTi1A.S ORNM1ENT 

The White House Historical Association announced today the 

creation. of the first White House Christmas angel ornament. 

The 1981 angel ornament has been included in the decoration 

of the White H6use Christmas tree. Exact copies 0£ the ornament 

are being made available for sale to the public by the White House 

Historical Association. 

The ornament is the first in ·~ series and is~ fiithful hand

crafted miniature replica of the famous angel weath ervane made in 

1840 in Charlestown, Massachusetts, for the spire of the Univer

salist Church in Newburyport. It is made from the traditional 

copper sheeting used to make the original and has been antiqued 

to recreate the patina the original weathervane has acquired from 

over one hundred years of weathering. 

Christmas was first celebrated in the White House in 1803 

when President Thomas Jefferson resided there. The first record 

of a Christmas tree in the White House was in 1889 when President 

Harrison decorated a live tree with tinsel and popcorn. A trimmed 

Christ~as tree has become a tradition in the White House. 
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White House Christmas 
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The ornament, which is four inches long, comes gift-packed 

on a red velour backing within a forest green box. Proposed as 

the first in an annual series of White House ornaments, it is 

available by mail order through the White House Historical 

Association, 740 Jackson Place, Washington, D. C. 20506. 

Cost per ornament is $7.50 plus $1.00 postage and handling. 

The proceeds benefit the White House Historical Association, a 

private non-profit educational organization established in 1961 

to publish accurate and informative materials about the White House 

and to acquire historical furnishings and other objects for the 

White House. 
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WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
740 Jackson Place, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20506 

' ) I 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1981 

CONTACT: Bernard Meyer 
202-737-8292 

WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION CREATES CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 

Bernard Meyer, executive director of the White House 

Historical Association, announced today the creation of the first 

White House Christmas angel ornament. 

The 1981 angel ornament has been included in the decoration 

of the White House Christmas tree. Exact copies of the ornament 

are being made available for sale to the public by the White House 

Historical Association. 

The ornament is the first in a series and is a faithful hand

crafted miniature replica of the famous angel weathervane made in 

1840 in Charlestown, Massachusetts, for the spire of the Univer-

salist Church in Newburyport. It is made from the traditional 

copper sheeting used to make the original and has been antiqued 

to recreate the patina the original weathervane has acquired from 

over one hundred years of weathering. 

Christmas has been celebrated in the White House since 1803 

when President Thomas Jefferson resided there. The first record 

of a Christmas tree in the White House was in 1889 when President 

Harrison decorated a live tree with tinsel and popcorn. Since then 

a trimmed Christmas tree has become a tradition in the White House. 

- more -



White House Christmas 
Angel Ornament 
Page Two 

Th e ornament, which is four inches long, comes gift-packed 

on a red velour backing within a leather-grained forest green box. 

Proposed as the first in an annual series of White House ornaments, 

it is available by mail order through the White House Historical 

Association , 740 Jackson Place, Washington , D. C. 20506 . 

Cost per ornament is $7 . 50 plus $1 . 00 postage and handling . 

The proceeds benefit the White House Historical Association, a 

private non- profit educational organization established in 1961 , 

to raise funds for the refurbishment of the Ground and State Floors 

of the White House . 

# # # 
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', rum LABEL T-0 SHR1J.A TATE, f!iltSS SECRETARY TO }ffiS. REAGAN 

PaQt'OSW COPY fOR · PRESS RELEASE 

PRESS PJ1L4St: 

The ¥.!i;ite 1louse Historical Association 

!ne White House Historical Assoc:iBtion armc,unced today the creation of the first 

White House Christmas ingel urnanr.;nt. 'fh(: 1 <.i 01 ~ngel ornal!a-cr-t has b···e" Psed it ~orat .... .:._ & ~ ,l; ll.L l'..! . • ,,, · • u t:- ·U ... . ~ . ......,, • ' 

the President arid Mrs. Re.agan 1s tree in the Blue Room of the white House. f,,xact 

c.~piu of the. orn~-t:nt arc be.in~_· made · availatlc6:; tt~ lic by the White House 
1) • • 

llistarical Association. 

The ornaruent is the first iri a serie.s and fg a faithful he.nd-crafted miniature 

replica of the famous angel ~cathcrvane made 1111840 in. Charlestc,wn, ¥.sssachusetts 

for the spire of tht Universelist C1mrch in lte1;;buryrort. It is made frorr. the 

trsditic1nal copper sheeting -1.1.se.d to m.flke the original ;,nd has bf'.e.n antiqued to re-

crellte the patina the original ~e.athervanc has acquired frm;; over one hundred ye.ars 

of \.'eathering • 

Christmas has lieen celebrated in the ifni te Ilour,e since 1803 ;.;hen !'re.side.nt 

Thcm-iS Sefforson n-.sided there. The first record of a Christmas tree in the White 

nouse .!'as in 1889 when Pns!de.nt H.:rris,;:;n decorated a live tre(: '1.1. th tirrsel and 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY'S PRESS SECRETARY 

018 

FOR LiMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 11, 1981 

CONTACT: Sheila Patton 
202-456-2164 

Peter McCoy, chief of staff for Mrs. Nancy Reagan, today 

announced that the Reagans will not accept the traditional 

$50,000 Congressional appropriation for refurbishing the Private 

Residence in the White House. 

"We have decided instead to accomplish this histqrical 

task through private contributions," McCoy explained. "The White 

House Residence needs to be restored for the benefit of all 

future occupants and to assure the preservation of historic fur

nishings. To that end, we have arranged for tax-deductible con

tributions to be made through the White House Historical Associa

tion, a non-profit, tax-exempt organization." 

According to Sheila Patton, Mrs. Reagan's press secretary, 

a $200,000 goal has been set to restore and repair furnishings 

on the Second and Third Floors. 

The objective of the effort is to restore, refinish and reup

holster many historic furnishings from past Administrations, currently 

stored under conditions not conducive to their long-term preserva

tion, and display and use them throughout the White House. Con

current with the restoration of furnishings, rooms will be repainted 

and carpeting, curtains and drapes will be repaired or replaced. 

The last major refurbishment took place during the Kennedy Administra

tion nearly twenty years ago. 

- more -



Family Quarters Restoration 
2/11/ 81 

- 2 -

The Second Floor, in addition to housing the Family 

quarters, is also where the President and First Lady officially 

receive visiting heads of state. The Third Floor contains guest 

bedrooms used by official and personal visitors. There are no 

p lans to alter the most historic rooms on these floors, such as 

the Treaty Room and the Lincoln and Queen's Bedrooms. 

This fund-raising effort is separate and distinct from 

that of two other organizations involved in the conservation and 

enhancement of the White House. The White House Historical . / 
pn v e,, _ ___, Q£T t.J;..) .. 1./.LJJ J ~ l q lo 

Association, a non-profit educational organization will contiH~o 
. I i-0 ~ : c. /\ , 

~ 9 f~~-'<:1<rn at OO bl !'"1,H e • 13iri1eed ,,.,.er ic;a"'~J;,~ . 

refurbishment of the Ground and State FloorsA Te ou 

Preservation Fund is a trust, providing an annual income which is 

used to acquire period furnis h ings and art objects for the White 

House collection. 

Mrs. Reagan has personally conferred with representatives 

of both the White House Historical Association and the Committee 

for the Preservation of the White House on this program. Both 

groups have pledged their full cooperation and support. Dr. Melvin 

Payne, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the White House 

Historical Association, was briefed by Mrs. Reagan on her plans 

to restore the many important items in the White House Collection 

that are presently in storage and to display them in the White House. 

"The restoration of these furnishings along with a much needed 

renovation of the Second and Third Floors of the White House is a 

most worthy project and certainly one that the White House Historical 

- more -
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As s ocia tio n can enthusiastically endorse and support," Dr. Payne 

s aid . 

The completed project, which does not have a timetable 

due to t h e careful and methodic nature of the work, is expected 

to b e app reciated by visitors to the White House for many years 

to come. 

# # # 




