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SUG~ESTED NEW INTRODUCTION 

I want to talk today about a topic that we all 

seriously. That topic is defense reform. If you are serious 

about the national security of the United States, then you have 

to be serious about defense reform. 

The American people have a right to ask how their tax dollars are 

being spent for defense. They have every right -- indeed a duty 

-- to demand that their hard-earned tax-dollars are well spent to 

strengthen the US, to deter war, and to preserve and promote 

peace. 

We cannot tolerate waste. And we must not tolerate corruption in 

* the weapons acquisition or any other process. The current 

defense procurement scandal involving some in the Pentagon, 

defense industries, and Congress requires decisive action. 

While being decisive, however, our action must be thoughtful and 

well-considered. We must draw the right lessons from the current 

scandal. We are, after all, dealing with the security of the 

United States. 

Our security will not be served by demagoguery. Nor will our 

security be served by ill-considered reforms that leave us no 

choice but to put amateurs in jobs that require professionals. 

That will produce greater waste and inefficiency, and weaken our 

defense in the process. 
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Defense reform requires on overhaul of the weapons acquisition 

process: what weapons we buy, why we buy them, how much we pay 

for them, and do they work. 

The military services, defense corporations, and the Congress are 

all intimately involved in this process. The Packard Commission 

on Defense Management -- a blue-ribbon, bipartisan commission 

took a hard, detached look at this process and the military, 

defense industry, and congressional role in it. The Commission 

made sweeping recommendations. 

Those recommendations were good; they made sense. And the 

unfortunate, but simple fact is that this Administration has not 

moved aggressively enough to implement the Packard Commission 

proposals. 

One of my top priorities as President will be the top to bottom 

fmplementation of the Packard Commission proposals. I will 

appoint a Secretary of Defen se committed to carrying them out. 

Dave Packard will be our ma nagement consultant. He'll help us 

staff the Defense Departme nt with first-rate managers. We need 

people who know the bus iness of defense, and who have the highest 

ethical standards. Dave Packard's motto is to get the best 

people and hold them accounta ble, and he's going to help us do 

that. 

That's an important start on the road to reform but additional 

steps will be necessary. 
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Insert Examples 

including Packard Commission proposals made, but not 

implemented. 

new legislation on revolving door, shaped so as to make it 

possible for professionals -- not people who need on-th-job 

training -- to work in DOD 

new congressional compact, new bipartisan understanding on 

acquisition process, bases - (possible idea on replacing 

bases with low-cost housing). 
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MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY~ 

SUBJECT: Vice Presidential Remarks: World Affairs 
Council, San Francisco, California 
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Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Josh Gilder forwarding 
the NSC changes to the remarks for the World Affairs Council 
(Tab A) • 

Peter~odman concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memo at Tab I. 

Approve --- Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I Stevens Memo to Gilder 

Tab A Draft Remarks 
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DATE: 

SUIJECT: 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

6/27/88 ACTION/CONCURRENaJCOMMENT DUE IY: 3•QQ pm TODAY 

VICE PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: World Aiffg,;i.;:~ CC~D~il, 5QD ftgD~i~~Q, 
California, Wednesday, June 29, 1988. 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

FULLER .J D BRADY D D 

GREENLEAF ~ D IRASTORZA □ D 

BATES "' D KELLER D □ 

COLLAMORE D "' MdNTYRE 'J D 

DETCHON 'rJ D 
ATWATER ~ D 

FITZGERALD D D 
AILES 'fl D 

GRAY ~ TEETER ~ D D 

GREGG ~ TATE V □ □ ( 2 CC I$) 

~ V PINKERTON 
HART □ D 

GILDER V PORTER ROSE □ □ □ 

JlEMARKS: 

Please submit any comments on the attached to Josh Gilder, with 
an info copy to my office, no later than 3:00 p.m. TODAY. Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

Return to: Thomas J. Collamore 
Staff Secretary 
Room 276 
456-7045 
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PROPOSED RElO.RKS FOR 

VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH 

WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 1988 

((Acknowledgements)) 

"h 1 , ,, '"' · 
&-\ Liw 

--~~ 

((Possible joke: People have asked me if I'm worried 

about being so far behind in the polls. Well, I was worried, 

but then I learned that Sam Donaldson was being as~igned to · 

cover the Dukakis campaign. So I think we should see things 

turn around pretty soon.)} 

( (Introduction)) 

I'd like to begin with three stories, three episodes 

from my experience as Vice President, which like snapshots in 

an album, tell a larger story, in this case, the story of our 

vision of American foreign policy, its managment and its 

purpose. 

The first takes place Vienna, Austria, in 1983, the 

last stop in a trip that had taken me to the capitals of 

Yugoslavia, Hungary, and Romania, behind what we used to so 

descriptively call the "iron curtain." In a speech before 
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the Vienna Foreign Policy council, I spoke of the unnatural 

division of Europe, of the wall that cuts like a scar through 

the heart of that continent, representing a continuing 

violence not only to the people held captive behind it, but 

to all norms of human decency. 

I said that we could "accept no legal division of 

Europe," that we would make no accommodation with such a 
r"\ 

profound moral wrong. To those who spoke of "realpolitik," 
V 

we answered that the truest form of political realism is 

based on an abiding faith in the Mnerican ideals of freedom 

and democracy, and that to foresake those ideals is to 

forsake Mnerica's purpose -- it is to foresake Mnerica 

itself. We would continue, I said, to hold all parties to 

the commitments of the Yalta accords, specifying free 

elections and self-determination for all the nations of 

Europe, East and West. The headlines the next day screamed, 
,. TA s.r I, rr,,u 
Qass :r.ahl~ Bush Speech Libelous" -- so I knew I must have 

done something right. 

X 

Picture two: Later that same year, Frankf~rt (CK), West X 

Germany. My motorcade is attacked by demonstrators 

protesting the planned deployment of Pershing INF missiles in 
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Europe. Luckily, no one was hurt, and we got away with only 

a few broken windows and some shaken staff members. It was 

not so certain at the time that the NATO alliance would 

escape equally intact. 

In response to the unilateral escalation posed by the 

introduction of Soviet S$-20s in Eastern Europe, the allies 

had agreed on a two-t"ack policy of 
" 

negotiations backed up by 

deployment, but the Soviet reponse had been simply to stall 

the negotiations while exerting all the political leverage at 

their command to split the alliance and prevent us from 

deploying. It seemed that hardly a week went by without a 

major demonstration mobilized in some European capital 

against the 1'merican missiles. The Greens in Germany, the 

Labor Party in England, various parties in the Low Countries 

and Denmark, as well as some in this country, exerted 

tremendous polical pressure for a "freeze" that would have 

locked in the Soviet advantage and almost certainly doomed 

the INF negotiations to absolute futility. 

Where more subtle forms of pressure didn't work, the 

Soviets were not above outright threats and intimidation. I 

remember Andrei Gromyko, on a visit to Italy about this time, 

threatening, quote, "another Pompe'i," if the Italians )( ,._ 

deployed the 1'merican missiles. The allusion was obvious • 
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~~. Vl~""'t-, The Soviet game plan seemed to be working: @aDi!) 
~v- .,< fµ,lak.j fr--~\(.,14v.r kL.t ~

1 
~~e.4f 

"-',:,..-- European governments ,A (eaa and less smoe they ee~ld withs~aaci 

;:;Vj ~be political fallouc gf 4ep1ey:111eAc, Ngan \e waee•, 'Alai• 

~esk bottom oonsidaration • \hey ft~ to be convinced of 

America's reliability, that we were corrmitted to deployment 

and prepared to carry it out. They couldn't afford to take 

the chance that we might, as we did in 1978 (CK) in the case 

of the neutron bomb, pull the rug out from under them. That 

was the job I was in Europe to do. 

(((Some quot~, description of meetings with European 

leaders))) 

When we returned, the headline in the Washington Post 

proclaimed, "Bush Does It" the allies were assured, 

deploy~t would go ahead, on schedule. 

Picture three: San Salvador, 1984 (CK), the residence 

of provisional President Monge (CK), the sounds of war 

audible in the distance. From the balcony of his heavily 

guarded home, one could see the mountains, just 50 miles from 

the city, where the Salvadoran army had recently engaged the 

guetillas in heavy fighting. 
~ 
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Shortly before, in two elections, the people of El 

Salvador had braved communist bullets and death threats to 

come to the polls in record numbers and vote overwhelmingly 

for democracy -- now that democracy was in grave jeopardy. 

The communist Sandanista government in Nicaragua, with the 

help of the Cubans, was stepping up their supply of arms to 

the communists in El Salvador. As left-wing terrorism 

intensified, the right wing reponded with resurgence of 

death-squad activity, and because it seemed that some members 

of the military might be implicated, Congress threatened to 

cut off all aid to the fragile new democracy. 

Without U.S. aid, the fate of El Salvador was clear 

a brief, bloody interegnum of mounting violence on the left 

and right, before the torn and battered country fell into the 

permanent grip of the Soviet-Cuban camp, another Nicargua on 

the American mainland. 

In President Mange's (CK) house, I spoke to the leaders 

of the government and military, in no uncertain terms told 

them they had to get their own house in order, that either 

the death squads ceased, or American aid would. It was their 

choice. 

(((Vice President's quote or description from San 

Salvador meetings))) 
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Reassured of America's commitment, the democratic 

forces in El Salvador were strengthened, the violent right 

was in large measure surpressed, and Congress passed aid. 

One of the most important battles for freedom in Central 

America had been won. 

I've described these three episodes because running 

through each of them is a constant theme -- the necessity of 

American might and resolve. They are three case histories in 

the annals of peace though strength, illustrations of how 

'/vnerica/in the last eight years has dramatically turned 

around in our favor what has sometimes been called "the 

correlation of forces," so that today the freedom that was 

once in retreat around the world is now on the advance. 

We should never forget the crisis of confidence created 
~ 

by '/vnerican weakness in the late 70s. A vaj'cillating foreign 
'-

policy that seemed to have lost its moral bearings won the 

contempt of our enemies and friends alike. As Congress 

consistently sacrificed our military preparedness for 

domestic spending programs, our armed forces became 

dangerously weak. I won't recite the by now familiar litany 

of planes that couldn't fly for want of spare parts, ships 

that couldn't leave port for want of fuel, the morale among 
,.y.J \NG y,u"' 

our service men that seemed to have bottomed out. 
A 



7 

While the Soviets continued their military buildup, 

surpassing us in many critical areas, crucial weapons systems 

in this country were cancelled, or put on hold. Arms control 

negotiations did little to slow the Soviet escalation -- some 

said it only codified the present imbalance. After years of 
w,1\,iv1t~ ~ ~Mk "', e, ~~ r~j.'c.. 

l
~'~ negotiations, SALT II was~ o~t ~ a J;>emocrat,c Congress 

~fttlt..-t {rlftv ~ ikV1F~.:;,. ,/1 h,Of!S'P¼ ~~k~ tvy- v-elA1'~ ~1'\ ,t\... ~ 
-}9eeau~~ r,1as &Q unfavor.fbt! to II s iAterests, 
u~~ · 9yYwi,,. f'~ OV-/- o {A~ c..-t • 

As America withdrew from the world, tyranny advanced. 

The soviets saw their opportunity and they seized it: in 
~AmSoO\A-

Afghanistan, Nicaragua,l_¥emen, Ethiopia, and Angola. our 

response -- to talk of withdrawing American troops from South-
1 

Korea. It seemed as if America was wilfully abdicating its 
" 

role global power and protector of the free world. 

That abdication, that withdrawl of American power, 

didn't make the world safer, but more dangerous. It didn't 

bring peace, but a spread of regional conflicts around the 

globe. It didn't slow the arms race, only led the Soviets to 

believe they could win it. 
l 

We came into office in 198~ with a mandate to rebuild 

American strength and we did; through an intensive effort, we 

made up for the years of neglect and began to rebuild our 

military. We sped up the production lines on major new 

weapons systems such as the Bl bomber, and we made it clear 
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that the only position we would negotiate fran was from a 

position of strength. 

Yes, our military buildup was costly, but how much 

greater would have been the cost if we had allowed the 

neglect of our armed forces to continue -- cost not measured 

in dollars but in the pe~anent crippling of American might. 

It should not be forgotten that we faced a crisis situation 

when we came into office in 198~ -- we had to act quickly and 

decisively. 

It is in this light that I want to take a moment to 

discuss the procument scandals besetting Congress and the 

Pentagon. When the accusations were first made public last 

week, I expressed my thoughts in no uncertain terms: This is 

worse, by far, than a common case of corruption. If the 

charges are true, these men have done more than steal from 

the public treasury, they have undermined America's security 

and broken faith with the American people. They have also 

done millions of patriotic and dedicated men and women who 

are in our nation's defense industry a serious disservice. 

Should these cases come to court under a Bush administration, 

I can assure you that they will be prosecuted to the full 

extent of the law, and, if guilty, we will throw ~he book at 

them. A Bush administration will not tolerate lawlessness, 

in the Congress, in the Pentagon, or on the streets. 
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The defense industry has a responsibility here, as 

well. If they want to continue doing business with the 

United States government, they must clean house -- they must 

hold their own representatives to the highest ethical 

standards. 

Beyond the cases of individual misconduct, we must ask 

the question: are there problems built into the procurement 

process that make it open to abuse. This and related 

problems of efficiency were addressed by the Packard 

Commission on Defense Managment. As head of the President's 

deregulatory task force, I have actively ~rsued many of the X 

recommendations that concerned regulation. I will be the 

first to admit, however, that this administration has not 

moved aggressively enough on the Packard cormnission 

proposals. The overriding need to quickly restore our 

defenses delayed efforts to make needed changes in the way we 

buy and manage our defense resources. 

One of my top priorities as President will be the top 

to bottom implementation of the Packard conmission 

proposals. I will appoint a Secretary of Defense committed 

to carrying them out. In Defense and elsewhere, my 

management philosophy can be swrmed up by Dave Packard's 

short-hand: get the best people and hold them accountable. 
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Its clear, too, that we need a new compact with 

Congress on defense spending -- a two year defense budget 

that would eliminate much of the waste due to uncertainty and 

constantly changing appropriations levels and allow us to 

efficiently plan ahead. 

We must also be honest -- old-fashioned pork-barrel 

politics in the procurlflent process causes huge waste: some of 

the worst comes from obsolete military bases kept open at a 

cost of billions, even though their military value is zero. 

( (Insert on Army bill 1 Should we make a proposal to turn ]},-, '-: \ \ 

these bases federal prisons for drug offenders?)) <? \,,~ 
We must also resist the temptation to add new layers of 

bureacracy and oversight. As a former businessman, I can say 

that there is too much burea~racy, overhead and paperwork as 

it is -- we need a slimmed down, entrepre~eurial management 

at Defense that can make corranand decisions and knows how to 

spend strategically. 
L ,.__ ~ -.4-o-,. 

The greatest tragedy would be if the misconduct of -a,. 
~ ~ ._,, ~ ... ...=,....t ~ ,..,,,.-.. f,,-... ,;.b .. 

-£# indi vidualo/ were to be used to undermine the consensus on 

rebuilding American strength -- for that strength has not 

only made the world a safer place for freedom, it has opened 

up new possibilities that few dared ever to hope for 8 years 

ago. 
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Today we watch with guarded optimism the changes being 

talked about in the Soviet Union. Yes, much is still just 

that, talk, but in a totalitarian society talk can be truly 

revolutionary. The steel door has opened a crack and the 

fresh air of freedom is beginning to seep through will 

that door slam shut again, as it has in the past, or open up 

to a new age of hope, a new age in which peace is predicated 

upon its only true and lasting basis, the mutual interests 

and interdependence of free societies~ 

We can't know that now -- but we can know that the 

promise of glasnost, of perestroika, didn't take place in a 

vacuum, but in the context of reinvig?rated American 

strength. During the late seventies, at the ebb tide of 

American power it must have seemed to the Soviets that they 

could win the world competition, but that dream must have 

rapidly faded as we pulled out of the malaise economy of the 

seventies and into the entrepre~eurial growth economy of the 

eighties, as we rebuilt our military and met Soviet 

aggression and subversion around the world with a renewed 

resolve to support those fighting for their freedom and the 

cause of human liberty. 'le 



~I'S~ :------
* h~ ~-\\J. 
It is this su?port tha~~el~he Afghan Resistance to force 

'\J►\-. 1. pJ\ ,\c,_, I\ (I 
the Soviet~army out of Afghanistan. The USSR advertises its 

withdrawal as stemming from a new outlook on regional disputes. 

Perhaps this will be so, but only if strong support for freedom 

around the world is sustained by the next Administration. Where 

our support and our leadership has been strong -- as in 

Afghanistan and the Gulf and Salvador -- our allies join us, as 

do regional states, and the cause of freedom triumphs. Where is 

is not -- look at Nicaragua -- the opposite is true. 
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With SDI, we focused the competition on our great 

strength, and the Soviets' great weakness, technology. Even 

though the soviets have been working on a strategic defenses 
'- ~ C,4d.t f 

for@eme 15 yaa• and have spent 10 times the amount we have, 
~ 

it was clear to them that if they couldn't convince us to 
f2..<Y,.tj~11 i'lc.. 

abandon our program -- as they tried to do at aey3i1Nik -

they would never win the technological competition. 

My point is that it was eight years of American 

strength that confronted the Soviet Union with the true costs 

of a'/gression and the necessity of refopn. Put briefly, it 
/', /\i t:L · I 

was Ronald Reagan that made M~t)la:al Gorbachev possible. That 

is why the Moscow summit was such a fitting capstone to the 

President's career, for the hope of that summit was built on 

eight years of moral determination and hard work rebuilding 

American might. 

{Conclusion: reprise of Vienna, INF, Central American 

stories, importance of peace through strength.) 
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With SDI, we focused the competition on our great 

strength, and the soviets' great weakness, technology. Even 

though the soviets have been working on a strategic defenses 

for some 15 years and have spent 10 times the amount we have, 

it was clear to them that if they couldn't convince us to 

abandon our program -- as they tried to do at Reyjikvik 

they would never win the technological competition. 

My point is that it was eight years of American 

strength that confronted the Soviet Union with the true costs 

of agression and the necessity of reform. Put briefly, it 

was Ronald Reagan that made Michael Gorbachev possible. That 

is why the Moscow summit was such a fitting capstone to the 

President's career, for the hope of that summit was built on 

eight years of moral determination and hard work rebuilding 

American might. 

{Conclusion: reprise of Vienna, INF, Central .American 

stories, importance of peace through strength.) 
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INFORMATION 

-SE6REl 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHNGTON, O.C. 2050e 

June 25, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY~ 

SUBJECT: Soviet Jewish Emigration 

4727 

As discussed at Thursday's ODSM, I agree with Nelson that the 
complicated issue needs to be addressed. However, the situation 
is neither as alarming or urgent as his memo makes it out. Nor 
is there enough clarity in the views and intentions of Israel and 
USSR or the American Jewish community for the Administration to 
make informed decisions. 

Tom Pickering has already talked to Shamir, pointing out the 
potential problems for US-Israeli relations and in the process 
confirming our judgment that the Israeli Cabinet acted 
precipitously in response to public pressure in an election year, 
reacting to last month's emigration figures rather than having 
reached _prior agreement with the USSR or even within the Israeli 
government as to precisely what is intended. The USSR has also 
made it clear that no decisions have been reached and it is not 
prepared to accept the maximal interpretation of the Israeli 
announcement. Dennis Ross met Thursday afternoon in New York with 
the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations and found strong support for the Israeli 
announcement but also great misunderstanding over what it would 
mean in practice, i.e., who could come to the U.S., who could not 
and what procedures would be used. When Dennis pointed out the 
gaps in their understanding, they recognized that more careful 
study is needed. 

I have asked Dennis to work with Lisa Jameson (they began Friday) 
and with State (e.g., NEA, RP, CA, HA, etc.) to ascertain the 
information needed to formulate an Administration response. Once 
they are satisfied that we have the necessary information, and 
have been able to formulate clear ideas on what actions to take, 
there should indeed be an interagency meeting; a PRG would be 
appropriate. 

Attachment 
Tab I Ledsky Memo #4692 

~E€RB4' 
Declassify: OADR 

BY_ 

DECLASSIFIED 
NLS f:7l/-() 3z -)3 1;1~ ? 

; 

~ NARA, DATE ~.bo/tt2 
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ACTION 

· CSNFIDENTtAL 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

June 21, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLE~ 

4290 

SUBJECT: Draft Response to Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres' Letter to the President of 
June 2, 1988 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to the President forwarding 
a reply to Shimon Peres' letter to the President (Tab II). 
Peres' letter thanked the President for a warm welcome and 
meaningful discussions during his visit in Washington. He also 
noted Jews in the Soviet Union and the peoples of the Middle East 
looked to the Summit with hope and anticipation. In light of the 
Israeli cabinet decision on Jewish emigration -- designed to 
counteract the high drop-out rate in those going to Israel -- we 
have added a point emphasizing "freedom of choice" to the State 
draft. The NSC concurs with the State Department response. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memo at Tab I. 

Approve --- Disapprove ---
Prepared by: Dennis B. Ross 

Attachments 
Tab I Powell Memo to President 

Tab A Presidential Memo to Peres 
Tab II Levitsky Memo dtd 6/16/88 

w/attachments 

"eOHl"IBEN'fIAL 
Declassify : OADR 

BY 

DECLASSIFIED 

NLS £71-()s<ir/ 3 41 t.>? > 

~ NARA, DATE ~8:L~ 

CONFIOENTIAL1 



C~i'IQ.EHTIAl. THE WHITE HOUSE 4290 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Issue 

COLIN L. POWELL 

Draft Response to Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres' Letter to the President of June 2, 1988 

Whether you should sign a reply to Shimon Peres' letter. 

Discussion 

Shimon Peres appreciated the warm welcome he had received here in 
Washington and noted that the peoples of the Middle East looked 
to the Moscow Summit .to bring new hope for a solution of the 
conflict in the region. In his letter, he also called attention 
to the hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews who looked to your 
efforts on their behalf as a source of inspiration and hope. 
Your response briefly describes your efforts on Soviet Jewry and 
human rights at the Summit and reaffirms our continuing 
commitment to the Middle East peace process. (It also notes our 
continuing commitment to "freedom of choice" on the question of 
where Jewish emigrants go when exiting the Soviet Union.) 

Recommendation 

OK No 

Attachment 

That you sign the letter to Shimon Peres 
at Tab A. 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Letter to Shimon Peres 
Levitsky Memo dtd 6/16/88 w/ attachments 

4COHFIBEH'fIM5 
Declassify: OADR 

DECLASSIFIED 

N LS FZ'f:-()38-/J: ~ l.s'6"' 

BY -&/I- I NARA. DATE ¢¢8'/~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

I appreciated receiving your kind letter 
following my return from the Moscow Summit. As 
always when we meet with the Soviets, we 
expressed our concerns about the plight of 
Soviet Jewry. I am encouraged that the level of 
emigration has risen and that the Soviets are 
taking some steps towards allowing greater 
freedom of expression. However, we all 
recognize that much more needs to be done. 
General Secretary Gorbachev and I also discussed 
ideas on how best to proceed in the search for a 
durable and just Middle East peace. I know that 
Secretary Shultz has reviewed the results of 
those discussions with you. 

Please be assured that we shall continue to use 
every opportunity to press the Soviets to adopt 
a constructive approach on the peace pr9cess and 
on basic human rights for Soviet Jewry and other 
peoples. As you know, we remain committed to 
the principle of "freedom of choice" with regard 
to the destination of Jewish emigrants from the 
Soviet Union. 

With best regards. 

His Excellency 
Shimon Peres 

Sincerely, 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Israel 

DECLASSIFIED//<-e/~sec/ 

NLS t=Z-l- 43t'L3 ~ 4-57/ 
.A-uL TE ►5 JJg--Ja, BY -V-U'r-7 NARA, DA , , 



t:{1,qo 1t/o 8817508 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

lbONFIOENTIAL- June 16 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

' 
1988 

SUBJECT: Draft Response to Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres' Letter to t he President of June 2, 1988. 

A draft response to Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres' 
l etter to the President of June 2, 1988 is attached . 

~s 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: As stated. 

,... . 
C4S 

DECL: OADR 



-' 

-- I 

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON, 0. C . 

A0/1149 

Dear. Mr ... President: 

June 2, 1988 

8817508 

st,\.,~" ri,., .. .,J:' 
1,c .:i.:i,rv, 

I have been asked by Mr. Shimon Peres, Vice Premier and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, to transmit to you the following 
message: 

"Dear Mr. President, 
' 
I am writing to you out of a sense of deep appreciation for 
your warm welcome and for the meaningful discussion we had 
during my visit to Washington. In the course of our talks, I 
had yet another opportunity to witness your dedication to the 
cause of global peace, especially in the troubled region of 
the Middle East. Peace has been the theme of your 
administration, and you, Mr. President, will surely be 
recorded in the annals of history as one of the greatest 
builders of world peace and stability. 

The peoples of the Middle East are turning their eyes to the 
summit meeting this week, with the_belief that it will bring 
new hope for the solution of the long-standing conflict. 

Hundreds of thousands of Jews in the Soviet Union also look 
upon you as their ray of hope, their torch of liberty. They, 
too, will follow with prayer your talks this week. The 
attainment of your goals may be the difference for them 
between continued darkness and the opportunity to fulfill 
their religious and cultural heritage. 

With best wishes. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely, 

(sd) 
Shimon Peres" 

Sincerely, 

Oded Eran 
Charge d'Affaires ad interim 

DECLASSIFIED/ A1'=Yt9S<°# 
NLS f7~-o.38js ~ ~ o 

NARA, DATE $ '6"/oD 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8817508 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

June 3, 1988 

Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
National Security Council Staff 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence • 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Reagan 
from Israeli Vice Premier and Foreign Minister Shimon Perez 
which is transmitted for your information. 

T!'lis correspondence was received in the Information Manage­
ment Section of the Executive Secretariat on June 3 , 1 ~ 88 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

Director, S/S-I 
Information Management Sect· n 

Executive Secretariat 
647-3836 
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Suggested Response 

Dear Mr. Minister: 
f:-1/o ,_, .-..1 

I apFreciated receiving your kind letter ~1 the e,e ~f my 
~~1 w -;r N (...,(.>_ 
departure +e-r the Moscow Summit. As always when we meet with 

the Soviets, we expressed our concerns about the plight of 

Soviet Jewry. I am encouraged that the level of emigration has 

risen and that the Soviets are taking some steps towards 

allowing greater freedom of expression. However, we all 

recognize that much more needs to be done. Secretary General 

Gorbachev and I also discussed ideas on how best to proceed in 

the search for a durable and just Middle East peace. I know 

tha t Secretary Shultz has reviewed the results cf those 

di scussions with you. Please be assured that we shall continue 

to use every opportunity to press the Soviets to acopt a 

constructive approach on the peace process and on basic human 

rights for Soviet Jewry and other peopleB. 

With best regards, 

::is Ex ce llency 

Shimon Peres, 

Sincerely, 

BY 

Deputy Prirr.e Minister and r1inister of 

Foreign Affairs o f Israel . 

DECLASSIFIED/J?e~__se,,t:1 
N LS f=n- &S/ 3 # IQ 

~ I NARA, DATE ~/ff/at 



Dear Senator , ---

DRAFT 
NSC REVISED VERSION 

une 16, 1988 
(6:00 p.m.) 

I appreciated the opportunity to meet with you and Senator Dole 
to discuss a number of important issues. While we had a good 
general discussion, I did want to get back to you on the sale of 
F-18's to Kuwait. You expressed some concerns about this sale 
and I'd like to respond to these concerns. 

Two general points should be made at the outset: First, we've 
had a policy toward the Gulf that has been working and the 
Kuwaitis are a central part of it. They've stood up to the 
pressure of Iranian intimidation and have helped us sustain our 
presence and operations in the Gulf. Their A-4 aircraft are old 
and need to be replaced and, liking our Navy aircraft, they have 
turned to us for F-18's. They have a need and it's in our 
i n terest to bolster Kuwait so it strengthens relations with us 
and preserves its ability to maintain its independence and 
withstand pressure from either Iran or Iraq. 

Second, we regard the sale as an integrated package. Like any 
aircraft, the F-18 is a platform. It acquires its combat 
capability when fitted with munitions. The F-18's air-to-ground 
and air-to-sea capabilities are provided by Maverick and Harpoon 
missiles. Deny the Mavericks/Harpoons to the Kuwaitis, and there 
is little reason for the Kuwaitis to buy this expensive plane. 
This situation is not analogous to the Maver i ck sale proposed for 
Saudi Arabia last year. In that instance, Saudi Arabia already 
had a large number of Mavericks on hand and was requesting 
additional, more advanced missiles. Therefore, the Maverick 
request could be treated separately from the other unrelated arms 
requests without seriously jeopardizing Saudi Arabia's overall 
defensive capabilities. This is not true for the present case. 
Deleting the Mavericks and/or Harpoons from the package will 
eliminate major defensive capabilities that Kuwait needs and 
selected the F-~8 to fulfill. 

By denying the Maverick, we'll increase the probability that the 
Kuwaitis will simply buy an alternative aircraft, the MIG-29, the 
MIRAGE 2000, or the Tornado#:' If possible "transferability" to 
one of Israel's neighbors is a major concern, the threat in this 
regard is much greater with any one of these aircraft. Indeed, 
not only are there no controls over such transferability in these 
cases, but Israel's neighbors have (and thus fly and maintain) 
t h ese aircraft. (Syria and Iraq have MIG-29s; Iraq has MIRAGE 
2000s; the Saudis have Tornados.) None will have the F-18. They 
will lack both the equipment compatible with F-18's and the 
specially trained ground personnel needed to operate and maintain 
i t. Moreover, an attempt to transfer or base the F-18 outside of 
Kuwait without our permission would jeopardize Kuwait's overall 
defense relationship with us, as well as the support system 
needed for the F-18. 

BY 

DECLASSI Fl ED/ .i<f'/p::;,!;ef1 
NLS f:=?l/-03.e;;/ 3 Ir/£ .Z 

~ , NARA, DATE 4is;/al 



DRAFT 
2 

Let me say an additional word on the question of basing. The 
Kuwaitis will base the 40 F-18's at Taba Air Base on the 
outskirts of Kuwait City. Based in Kuwait, the F-18's simply 
don't have the range to operate combat missions against Israel. 
They would require aerial refueling, and we don't plan to sell 
the tankers or provide the special training the Kuwaitis would 
need to refuel their aircraft in the air. 

The bottom line is that it is hard to see how selling F-18's to 
Kuwait poses a threat to Israel. While not materially changing 
the net threat Israel faces, the sale does support our Gulf 
policy and preserves Kuwait's ability to steer an independent, 
moderate course in the area. That is very clearly in US 
interests. 

7 
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Robert Dole/ Hovard N. Metzenbau■ 
o.s. Senate 
waahin9ton, D.C. 

Dear Senator .•••••••• : 

I appreciated the opportunity to meet with you and senator 
(other) last Tueaday afternoon, June 15, to review a number ot 
outstanding issues. Concernin9 the sale of F-18 aircratt to 
Kuwait, 1 would like to ~~~he Administration'n position 
on several point• raised a~eeting. 

Baaing: Kuwait will base the 40 F-18s at Jaba Air Base on 
the outskirts of Kuwait City. we have no in<.llcationa or reason 
to believe that lt would base them outoide of Kuwaiti 
territory. Kuwait wants the P-18 and associated weapons 
syatema aa its front-line defense againot the lar1d, sea, and 
air threats ijt faces. Bfsing it elsewhere would <JP.feat t-.he 
primary reasdn for purch sing the aircraft and leave Kuwait 
vulnerable to attack. A the same time, the F-18 requires 
unique support and maintenance equipment and personnel. Since 
the P-18 has not been sold elsewhere in the region, such 
aupport infrastructure would no'l!,vallable outsi~e Kuwait. 

Kuwait, which signed a GSOMlA in 1976, has n~v~r based Lis 
air assets outside the country, nor has it relinquished control 
of U.S.-origin equipment to a thiru party. It i8 awar~ of our 
restrictions on third-country transfer and has never violated 
the undertaking contained in all Letters of otfPr and 
Acceptance that equip■ent sold is for self-defennc and 
collective legional self-defense purposen only. Kuwa i t is a 
•ember of the Gulf Cooperation Council, a formal groupinq ot 
the ■ ix . Gulf Arab states and, as a member ot thaL oryard zat i.on, 
doea ·accept collective self-defense responsibilitie~, as 
defined and sanctioned by the UN Charter. The u.s. has been a 
conalatent supporter of the CCC and its efforts to enhance the 
defenaive capabilities of its membero. we see the 8c:tle ot the 
r-18 aa an integral element of that effort. 

Mavericka/Harpoons: As you are aware, the F-18 sale 
include■ 200 AGM-65D Mavericks, 100 AGM-65G Mavericks, and 40 
AGM-840-1 Harpoons. The D model Mavericks (as w~ll as the 
earlier A and B ■odels which are no longer in production) and 
the . Harpoons have previously been approved for sale to Lhe 
region. TheG 110del Mavericks have not been previously 
req'1eeted by countries in the region, but do not contain new 
technolOCJY• 

4 
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The r-1~ 1s a multi-purpose aircraft, suitable for air-to­
air combat and qround support operations. 'fhi$ is an important 
consideration for a small state with a tdJented, but Limited 
manpower pool. Kuwait faces an immediate nnd lonq-term surface 
threat, as well as an air threat. The Mavericks and Harpoons 
in the small quantities requested are appropriate Lo Kuwait's 
legitimate need to provide a credible defense dyaiust any 
potential intruder. The numbers of missiles requested are 
insufficient for sustained offensive use. To delAte the 
Mavericks and/or Harpoons from the sale an<l nlrip th~ F-18 ot. 
its defensive capability against tanks, small boatn, and other 
surface threats of the kind employed by the Gulf war 
antagonist• is, in essence and effect, to deny the K11wnit in the 
aircraft. , 

t W~blj 
Let me reaffirm what f told you 'l"t1endav,-the J\clmlnlslration 

considers this sale h1portant to u.s. policy intP.n~Hts in t:he 
Persian Gulf. It is a statement of the success ot our policy 
in the Gulf over the past 18 months; it is a sLat~rnent nf the 
growing strength of our bilateral relationship with KuwcJiL and 
the mutual commitment to the reldtionship over th~ long t~rm; · 
and it is a statement of Kuwait's willingness dclivcly to ~hare 
the burden with us and with the other members of the GCC in the 
defenae of the Gulf--as we have been urging them Lo do. l hope 
you and your colleagues will support t~e Administration duo 
1uvatt in- th\• request in its entirety; 

Sincerely, 

GPS 

'" 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WA~TON, D.C. 20506 

June 16, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY 
u,..c 

4222 

SUBJECT: Israel's Possible Violation of Arms Export 
Control Act by Misuse of Teargas on the West 
Bank and in Gaza 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Sally Kelley forwarding 
NSC's approval of State's draft response to Mr. Abdeen Jabara 
(Tab II) . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memo at Tab I. 

Approve --- Disapprove ---

Attachments 
Tab I Stevens Memo to Kelley 

Tab A Draft State Response 

-, 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20506 

4222 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

Israel's Possible Violation of Arms Export 
Control Act by Misuse of Teargas on the West 
Bank and in Gaza 

The NSC concurs with the attached draft response to the letter 
from Mr. Abdeen Jabara, American Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee. 

Attachment 
Tab A Draft State Response 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

To: President Reagan 

s1s_a_a_,_3a ........ s~1 ___ _ 

Date_J_u_ne_7_,_1_9_s_s __ _ 

FromMr. Abdeen Jabara, American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 

Date: April 1 ? , 1988 

Subject: Israel's possible violation of Arms Exoort Control Act 

bv misuse o f teargas on the West Bank and in Gaza 

WH Referral Dated: April 26, 1988 
NSC IDtt ( if any) : _5 _5 9_6_1_3 _______ _ 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X A draft reply is attached. 

___ A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. ---
___ An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

___ We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

REMARKS: 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

!i'' • ~;,,!~ " 
Li, 



.. . •-·-- -- - -----

Dear Mr. Jabara: 

In response to your letter to President Reagan of April 12, 

1988, I enclose a reply by Teresita Schaffer, Acting Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South Asian 

Affairs, to a similar inquiry you made of Secretary of State 

Shultz. I understand that you have met with Assistant 

secretary of State Murphy regarding this matter, and I trust 

that your concerns are being addressed satisfactorily in those 

discussions. 

Sincerely, 



~r. Abceen Jah~ra 
?resicsnt, A~erican-l-rat 

Anti-Difcri~inaticn Cororrittee 
4201 Connecticut Ave., N.l-1. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

De a r M r . ,Ta b a r a : 

United States Department of State 

WashinBton. D.C. 20520 

April 20, J988 

I am respcneing en behalf cf Secretary s~u Jtz tc your 
letter of April 12, rrsarein~ Isr~eli use cf tear gas a~< 
al!eged violations cf the A:rs ~xpor~ Central ~ct (A fCA ) . 

The Department cf State for ~ary years tas 2~provee exps~~ 
licenses for tear gas to he uscc sy t~e Israeli rAfer.se 
Forces. T~e tear gas ~h ich has teen licer.Fe6 i~ co~mor.:y usec 
by the U.S. ~ilitary an~ by U.S. civilian police fnrces. TTe 
recognize that Israel ~as the responsibility tc maintain orf~r 
in the cccupie~ territ~r · es an~ have u rgE~ t~at t~is he 
accornplisbe~ with non- l etha_ ~eanf. In this rcgarf, we 
consieer tear gas, properly usef, tc be an appropriate, 
ncn-Jethal means to feal with violent fe~cnstrators. 

Israeli purchase~ c f tear gas are not governec by ~ection 
4 of the AECA, which on_y app_ies tc tefer.se articles scl~ er 
leasee by the U.S. gcvernrrent. IsraeL buys tear gas 
co~~ercialJy frcre private ~anufacturers ane exporters. These 
purchases are license~ by the Office of ~uniticns CcrtroJ cf 
t~E Cepart~er.t cf Sta:e. 

~,,e tco have seen cccasior.a~ report~ cf - tear gas c2ri£tcrs 
or projectiles landing insice er.clo~ec buiJcir.ss, b~t t~e 
i; r a c t i c c c1 c, e s r. o t a pp ea r t c be w i. c e !':: p r ea c . !' c r " 2 v e \-; e see i: 
evicence to support the al l egatior that t~irt y ~eaths are 
cirectly attributab:e tc tear gas inhalation. 



- 2 -

we have brought cur ccr.cerns atout exceFsive fcrce agair.st 
Palestinian ~emcnstrator~ to the attent;_cn c~ t~e hig~est 
levels of the Israe]i Covernrer.t, ,,.-hi~e 11'\aJ,:ir~ c:ear at t"'c 
sa~e ti~e t~at we c9pc~e violer.ce ar.f ~isorfer. rsr~eli 
authcri:\es ~av~ ~ssuref us t~ey '~cu:e co ev~ryt~ing ~c~~itle 
t o a v o i c f u :- t h e r c a s u c?. :i t i i; s . l·? c ·,; i 11 c o n t i n 1 : f : c n a k e o u r 
views known. 

Ve contir.ue to beli.-ve trat orly~ 20Jit;_r.al soluticr., 
accer;table to aJl rar::i~s to tr.c ccr.flict, ci'lr, leac to the f u l:1. 
restoration of pea~e a~c £0 cesDerately neecec ~Y the 
inhabitants cf the regicr. r: is cur inter.tic~ to pursue this 
goaJ tr, t~e extent cf cur 2bilittes. 

~ere~ita Schaffer 
Actir.g reruty ~ssistant 
Eccretary 0.f State for 
t'ear. F.astern al!c1 ::outh Asian Jo. ff airs 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

APRIL 26, 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 559613 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 12, 1988 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. AB DEEN JABARA 
PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN-ARAB ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 
COMMITTEE 
SUITE 500 
4201 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N. W. 
WASHINGTON DC 20008 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN ON INFORMATION RECEIVED 
CONCERNING APPARENT VIOLATIONS OF THE ARMS 
EXPORT CONTROL ACT 22 U.S.C., SEC. 2751 ET 
SEQ., BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL IN ITS 
IMPROPER AND LETHAL USE OF AMERICAN MADE TEAR 
GAS AGAINST PALESTINIANS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20 500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGE~CY LIAI SON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

8813051 



ID# 559613 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING 

rlf o03 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 13, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. ABDEEN JABARA 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN ON INFORMATION RECEIVED 
CONCERNING APPARENT VIOLATIONS OF THE ARMS 
EXPORT CONTROL ACT 22 U.S.C., SEC. 2751 ET 
SEQ., BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL IN ITS* 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

S KOJELIS ORG 88 / 04 / 13 ___ ~g; 1/;!ft 
~~~TE: ~~~ ,&_· K ggtJ!lfL3-__ ~®l~/2.J_~.: 

l ~ 
/ REFERRAL NOTE: 41\lt ,~ -=-- fii 

-~A,__S..c;.,._:.r=-'-l-l ...... 10c:....r..A.L...;.K_L;__e'f.,i.__ ______ ,. __ - .µ ~ /~J]d "'i. C~J£l~ia,.~ 

O
~REFERRAL NOTE: , i. 

-~~-~~=-----=---------~-------Ci>.'1)!11~ _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

I I I I ----------REFERRAL NOTE: 

OMMENTS: * IMPROPER AND LETHAL USE OF AMERICAN MADE 
TEAR GAS AGAINST PALESTINIANS 

_TIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDI VIDUAL CODES: 

~IL USER CODES: (A) ( B) (C) ----- ----- -----

** ***************************************************************** 
...... _ :ON CODES : *DISPOSITION 

* 
- - ?PROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
- ~NT/ RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL =- ~T RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 

7 - -=---RNI SH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
=-=- 0 COPY/NO ACT NEC * 
: - J :RECT REPLY W/COPY * 

-SIGNATURE * 
- -~ _ERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
*CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE = A * 
*COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING * 
* * 
* * 
* * 

************************************** *** ********* ********* ** ** *** 

REFER QUESTIONS AN D ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
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Dear Mr. President: 

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee has received information concerning 
aeparent violations of the Arms__E_xps,rt Control 
Act 22 u.s.c. Sec. 2751 et seq., b y the 
Government of I srael in its improper and lethal 
use of American made tear gas against 
P_alestinians -{n the Occupied Territories of Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

Pursuant to Section 2752(b} of the Act, 
under your direction, the Secretary of State has 
the responsibility of supervising and directing 
the sales and exports of arms to foreign 
countries. Such responsibility also includes 
"determining whether there shall be a sale to a 
country". 

Further, Section 2753 (c) (l} (B) prohibits 
sales to any country that uses defense articles 
exported under this Act, if such use is "in 
substantial violation (either in terms of 
quantities or terms of gravity of the 
consequences regardless of the quantity 
involved) of any agreement entered into pursuant 
to any such Act by using such articles or 
services for a purpose not authorized under 
section 2754 " 

It is our understanding that the Israeli 
government, by virtue of its clear misuse of the 
exported American tear gas outside its borders 
in the Occupied Territories, against a civilian 
population, has violated Section 2754 of the Act 
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which authorizes the use of American defense 
articles "solely for internal security, for 
legitimate self-defense" and other limited 
purposes consistent with the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

Based upon information and belief, Israel 
has been using tear gas manufactured and sold 
from the United States in violation of the clear 
instructions provided on the canisters. These 
instructions, pursuant to U.S. law state, 
"WARNING: May start fires. Must not be fired 
directly at persons as death or injury may 
result. For outdoor use only." 

The Israeli military has clearly ignored 
such warnings as has been evidenced by first 
hand accounts of persons subjected to the gas 
and by the numerous print and electronic media 
reports of gassings in hospitals, houses of 
worship, schools, homes and other indoor spaces. 
In at least one case, a man was killed when he 
was directly fired upon by an Israeli soldie= 
with a tear gas gun. ~he enclosed repor~ and 
articles indicate, at least thirty deaths have 
occurred as a result of the Israeli misuse of 
the tear gas. In addition, more than eighty 
intrauterine fetal deaths are suspected to have 
been caused by the tear gas in Gaza alone. 

As you are aware, since tear gas may only 
be sold to Israel pursuant to the International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations, 22 CFR Sections 120 
et seq., American distributors must obtain 
licenses from the Department- of State Office 6f 
Munitions Control. In light of the reckless 
disregard for human life exhibited by the 
Israeli tear gassings, we request your ordering 
the Department of State to impose an immediate 
suspension of any and all export licenses to 
American exporters of tear gas to Israel. 

Section 2753(c) (1) (B) (2) of the Act, 
states, "The President shall report to the 
Congress promptly upon the receipt of 
information that a violation described in 
paragraph (1) of this subsection may have 
occurred." Thus upon receipt of such information 
contained herein, we respectfully call upon you 
to make such a reporting to Congress at this 
time. Further, it is urged that you make a 



finding that Israel in this case has violated 
the Act and thereby is ineligible to purchase or 
have delivered to it any further shipments of 
tear gas from any and all U. S. sources until 
and unless proper and binding assurances have 
been received by you that no further violation 
will occur. 

Awaiting your prompt and favorable response 
to this urgent humanitarian request, I am 

Enclosures: as stated 

HAND DELIVERED 
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CS tear gas a form 
of c~.emical~~'1a·re? 

... ~Y Donald ~ ·waqner 
ON Pthru ar, e;- I Ybit•4 tbc CS 1JP9 DI 'tell ~ 1D 111,a· Ill DO q1111lloa dial the CS typo of 
Dabala.ba refugee c.amp near , occupied teniiori•. Canlaten INt pa CID be leWI, especially 
Betblebem ill 1be bradl ~ are available in ret\aaw 'Cllllpl, wbea tired illto rooa 1Y'ell3inl 
Wat Bw. A Ain&-yuN>ld boy, w1qel and dtiea lhro\llb011t 1lle !O's 15'115', wbicil ia bei111 done, 
wbo bad narrowly eacai,ed bcinc W• Bet, JctlllaiNI IDd Oua. · ~ litenlllrl 111d ~ oa 
tidmppod by IIIWtalll uraeli llll• . --------- tear fll cil>el ll0C doll wttll the 
lien 11e11 llil 11ome • ~ . "Made in the .USA CC- .ot.1aua..-- foetal 
day bl'Ollllzl mo II llaed ta&I pa · · • · · 
Clltiller which bad t.euboc lino 12 3 ,t 5 6 7 8 9 · · MFG IL •· - u.r wtiai -
Dab&laha dw1q UIII -telld. I 104HI" ' :, . ,. ,· abcnical alter IIIOCbcn an a-
WU lben taken IO die home ol a .7aq.. · pc,eed io bigll -lrUloaa ot 
1U"III IDOlbsr of 24 WDO wu ---------- tear pa (reeoan:h ii ia.a,deqwite 
aeven m011th1 pnput 1111til . TIie CS .typa cam• tbe die- , Oil alliMtll ·peid oaic. ~ 
9 February. A tur pa callilierwu mica! form\.111 . "<irtho-MDZ}'- · oompUcatioDI cal!Md by teu· 
abot illlo bu bomll dllJUII 1be lldenc-llWOClite". ll 001D11 ill I pa), [t Is ~ .that th6 pa 

. diaDcr hour. The uell day lobe aolld blac1: oowder fotm aad cu . d!ec:ts tbe o,iypn AlppiJ and 
loll tbo baby. We walked up to be KUWUl:d ID I vuwq, cl ways: . blood cirall&lioa to tbe toenia. It 
tbc bouac 10 f)IY • condolence Dropped fnlm belil:oplen, abol ii allc>po.tM that the dlemical 
visit and bcr awer llid: "SIie ia from tear pa 1\1111, or ipled by : ~ wilhill Ibo bicJod aya-
1101 bcR. Sbo had to 10 to lhe band and thrown.or~. CS 118111 caulCII dulll from toxiDI (II 
bocpital lhlt laOmUII tor.aA • ia lethal Wboll CIXlllllDoid. La in- with eyulde.) Additional r&­
erllioa." ~ dew., panicul.arty -wltb:iD Mardi m\llt be 0006 1mmodia1eJy 
. The '"! Ju cania&cr . wu • eaQCKd aiw. ln!lntJ,_ eldariy and blood~ m1111 be auy• 

11lver cylinder, approXllllately penom, and thoM llath.ri.ac from led witlilll a fllw boWI at tbo 
0111111d1b.alfindlea111wldlband bw't, reapiruory or related ail- abortion. Obviow,ly, tbe phy.i­
lix LDchea in !eii,th. ~ l ex• mo1111 are panicularly aubjcct to ci&aa aemag tho Palutwan 
&milled ii, 1 dDC black powder de.alb or aerioua oomplla.tiolla. ~tio11 are to overtucd with 
fill trom the lhree bolol at itJ There ia DO UOWD &Dlldoi. tor Ibo bruwllla from all upecu of 
bu,e. l could feel lhc pgwdu Ibo CS powder, wbidl eaten Ibo lneli practic:el 1h11 they are 1 

affacl my 'll'f• a1:11hq a ~t ou Rlpiratory aynem &lid ~ iD 11D&bl.e to f0QII oa tho &ll&lym 
C'J w:c. . the blood cella, fatty tiuuet, &Dd Dec61a&JY ID ptt,,,ide ....... n. 

Wrilttlfl M the camatar wu the m111.'\la membranes. AIIO, !be fiDo Pb)'liciaal have ~cd [lllCli 
follo11r'u11 text: "MK 11. SliOCS" black powder ca.111lick to tbe akiJI offldall llld tbs American manu­
lo bold lencn. Imm'lld!atcJy be· 111d ca111e buminc wel11 QII tbo f:a=rer of CS !car pa, requca­
low wu wnnc11 "1.SO-ya.rd Loos body. 11 atiw co clothilla, walls, illj illformatloa 011 the 1:rnt:111611\ 
P.a,,.ac Projeccle," followed by 112d carpelillg IDd will remain of Yietima. ~ of micl-Febnwy 
the emblem of Fedan.l Labor- tiler• for days. The loq tam !bey 1ia .... not roocived I liqlo 
atoriea (1 ltnicbt la umo111 cft'llCa, and wbelber It ii cara-' reapome to their appo&IJ. 
clutching I spear). Below the 1101eoic, are 1101 known. (II Ibo llsbt of tbll lbo'te m­
emblem, il1 amallff letten weni Paztialluly dllttMIII la tho do110e, lho qlleltioa mlllt now be 
the tollowmJ inltn>elioDI: "To be. effect of cs cear pa 011 prep1111t ralaed u to wtietber lsniel is 
med bv trained penoanol only. -en 111d Ille 1111boni foetul. cm;,loy!q I form of chemical 
WARNJNO: May atatt firet. Aa::or~ to pbyac:i.ula at oao warfln apillll Iha hlariDiall 
M1111 11()( be tired directly ai bOlpilll 111 Oaza, wtiom l illcer- civiliu P0PlllalloD ill tb8 oocv­
pe110111 u duth or inJIIJT may YiOftdlllJ111ua:y,ovu3jdoalbl plod Weit But and Oua. 
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INC. S1lubwg, Pe11111ylvania tbcir boleital alone, ill 6'oaa 1&11• pa Ill other mtuatioa& of 11nt..i, 
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. Si.no: ]&nlllfY 1988, aad pooo- ~ cx,n{crcllCIC ID Jmaaicm, 011 frorr, tbt, LaKJo,,.~ ·,\lidd/o 
lbly before, luul baa beea UA1J11 l'cbnwy 11, abe noced 'fal Ulen U# La-OOOAJ. 
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·-
PALESTINIAN CASUAL TIES OF THE ISRAELI MILITARv·s USE OF 

TEAR GAS MADE IN THE U.S.A. 
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DEATHS 

Ula Abu Sharifa. 5 mos. ' 
Ali Mohammad Abu Hajjar, 70 
Juma' Ibrahim al-Turki, 55 
Salim al-Yahia, 63 
Yahia Khamis al-Moghrabi,2 mos. 
Sanaar Samir Ebeid, 40 
Yusef Hassuna. 3 mos. 
Shereen Mun'em Elayan, 4 mos. 
Salah Eddin al-Nakeeb, 33 
Khitam Sabri Aaram, IO 
Suleiman Abdul Ghanni Taber 
Fouad Sha'awawi, 48 
Ahmad Sadek Abu Salheia, 55 
Rana Mahmud Adwan, 3 mos. 
Mohammad Mahmud al-Ra'i, 62 
Abd Yusef Salaah, 70 
Fatmeh Suleimann, 55 
Amna Darwish, 72 
Haytham Shakiru, 7 mos. 
Abdul Fatah Masqawi, 2 mos. 
Khaled Moh'd Shahin, 75 days 
Imad Hamdi Abu Asi, 15 days 
Fayruz Ahmed Shobaki, 11 
Samer Ali Jumaa, <I year 
Amira A'skar, 35, 40 days pregnant 
Wijdan Faris, 36, 9 mos pregnant 
Miriam Abu Awdllh Abu Zaher, 82 
Khalid al-Qidri, 24 days 
Ra'ed Obeid, 3 mos. 
Amal Abdul Wahad Qaeisa, 2 days 
Khalil Mahsiri, 70 . 
Fatmeh al-Qidri, 4 days 

Intrauterine Fetal Mortality 

Gaza 
Jabalya Ref Camp 
al-Amari Ref Camp 
Tulkarm Ref Camp 
Zeitoun, Gaza 
Khan Yunis Ref Camp 
Deir Balah Ref Camp 
Deir Balah Ref Camp 
Askar Ref Camp 
Rafah, Gaza 
Baka Sharqiyeh 
Hebron 
Nablus 
Rafah Ref Camp, Gaza 
Gaza City, Gaza 
Suwani, Jerusalem 
Beit Safifa, Bethlehem 
Gaza City, Gaza 
Qalqilya 
Qalqilya 
Gaza City, Gaza 
Gaza City, Gaza 
Deir Amr Ref Camp 
Deir Amr Ref Camp 
Jabalya Ref Camp 
Khan Yunis, Gaza 
J a bal ya Ref Camp 
Khan Yunis, Gaza 
Jabalya Ref Camp, Gaza 
Jabalya Ref Camp 
el-Birch, Ramallah 
Khan Yunis, Gaza 

This table does not include information on intrauterine fetal deaths among women in 
the last trimester of pregnancy who have been exposed to high concentration of tear gas. 
While -tf:ie exact number of these deaths is unknown (many occur when people are under 
curfew and cannot obtain medical aid; these deaths remain unreported) physicians estimate 
that in Gaza alone, as of the end of February, there had been at least 80 fetal deaths. On the 
night of March 7-8 alone, 11 fetal deaths were reported among women in four Gaza refugee 
camps. While hard epidemiological evidence is lacking, some significant connection between 
the tear gas and the stillbirths seems clear. UNR WA has started an epidemiological study of 
women who have miscarried in late pregnancy after tear gas exposure. One Gaza doctor 
reported having death with 7 cases of intrauterine fetal death in one day. As of February 17, 
one Gaza hospital had records of over 40 cases. Informed estimates place the number of feta! 
deaths well over a hundred. 

Reports are that at Israeli-run Shifa Hospital in Gaza, operations on women whose 
babies have died in utero are scheduled for between midnight and 4 am to avoid publicity. 
On one recent night alone there were six operations: five stillborn deliveries (not full term) 
and one baby born alive but three months prematurely. 
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Tear gas is promoted as a non-lethal alternative to shooting. This is clearly not the 
case with regard to the various kinds. quantities and concentrations of tear gas the Israelis are 
currently using. · 

--
At the end of December we received reports that the Israelis had exhausted their 

supplies of tear gas. That report received indirect confirmation January 13 in Gaza. when 
visiting American Congressman Dymally picked up a tear gas canister marked Made in USA 
1-988. The canister has since been brought to the United States. 

Tear Gas Fired Into Closed Spaces 

Ibrahim Hassan Sadeq Qa'abi and Samia Hassan Musa Ibrahim report that border 
guards broke into their home on the night of December 10, beat their daughters. ·a·nd sprayed 
tear gas inside the house. Overcome by the gas. Samia fainted and was taken to the hospital. 

There are reports of a new tear gas in use since approximately March 3, when 300 
schoolgirls were treated and 1 died in Gaza, after the intensive tear gassing of 3 schools. On 
March 5, 15 girls required treatment after their school in Gaza was tear gassed. Three 
hundred people required treatment for tear gas in Gaza City March 6; 250 schoolgirls required 
treatment for tear gas in Gaza on March 14. On the night of March 7-8, 11 women in late 

· pregnancy are known to have miscarried in Jabalya, Shatti, Deir Balah and Beit Hanoun 
(Gaza). Five late term miscarriages were reported in Gaza City and Jabalya on the night of 
March 14-15. 

The army crowded 23 people into one room of a house in Jabalya March 16 and lobbed 
5 tear gas canisters into it; the people were taken to the hospital. 

Attacks on Hospitals 

On January 29, Ittihad hospital where many wounded have been taken was reported 
tear gassed. 

Shifa hospital in Gaza was attacked late at night March 2. Soldiers destroyed the 
admissions room, tear gassed the hospital and beat hospital workers. 

The army tear gassed and invaded UNRWA Swedish hospital (Gaza) on March 14, 
assa ulti ng hospital workers, including doctors. Eighteen women and children had to be 
treated following the attack. 

Other Uses 

. On December 18 the Army tear gassed a spontaneous demonstration near AI-Aqsa 
. :fosque,' a 70 year old man died from the effects of tear gas. · 

The Wash ington Post reported on March 31, 1988 that the Israeli Army reported a total 
of 45 Palestinian inju ries in the West Bank, 30 by gunshot wounds and 15 by tear gas or 

eatin gs in demonstrations on March 30. 



June 15, 1988 

THEMES FOR CRAIG FULLER 

Newspaper reports of Dukakis' speech play up themes of 
"continuity," no surprise or sudden shifts in doctrine, and 
conventional, not nuclear modernization. 

Continuity and "no surprises" reflect his attempt to 
reassure the Europeans and to show he's in the mainstream 
and responsible. 

The same is true of his call for making choices in defense 
spending and putting his emphasis on conventional forces. 
(It also drives his call for conventional arms control talks 
requiring larger Soviet reductions in de-stabilizing 
conventional arms (e.g., tanks and artillery) in Europe.) 

Dukakis made clear his opposition to strategic 
modernization, opposing both Midgetman and MX; he opposed 
SDI as well, calling not for a strategic defense initiative, 
but a conventional defense initiative (CDI). 

I haven't seen his notion of a CDI spelled out in any 
detail. Beyond being a slogan, it's hard to know what it 
means. 

While he favors a vague CDI and attacks space-based defense, 
he seems unaware that SDI is more than only space-based 
technologies or systems. The development of Anti-Tactical 
Ballistic Missiles (ATBMs) has been intensified as a result 
of our commitment to SDI. With the ominous proliferation of 
ballistic missiles in a tinderbox like the Middle East, 
ATBMs are becoming not just important, but critical. 

To that end, we are working with Israel on ATBMs, committing 
ourselves to provide a major share of the funding. 

It's fine to talk about CDI, but how about dealing with the 
real world and real world threats that we and our friends, 
like Israel, will face in the 1990's. 

How can one forego strategic defense when the threats still 
exist? 

The Soviets are neither slowing their strategic 
modernization nor their research and development into 
strategic defense. 

We shouldn't be in the business of unilaterally disarming 
ourselves. That will neither foster US-Soviet stability nor 
preserve our broader security. 
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