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RESPONDING TO UN SECRETARY GENFRAL'S PROPNSAT.C ON IPAN-TRAQ WAR

BACKGROUND

-- Secretary General proposed 1/17:

(1) would be us ful to hold mini teri l-lev . SC meeting on

v

(2) agenda for this meeting or preceding SC meetings might
include following seven prin+e:

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

-- SYG t1 el

create ad hoc body to investigate who was
responsible for starting war

examine feasibility of providing international
protection for merchant shipping in Gulf

consider dangers of continued use chemical warfare

explore willingness SC members and others to end
supply weapons to both belligerents

explore ways bringing about truce/return to <+=+»s
o ar+e (following consideration a-d)

question of reparations

harmonize bilateral policies SG members with SC
actions

to Kuwait 1/23 to attend OIC; returns to New York

via North Africa early February.

REACTION

- Ministerial-level meeting only useful w: h extensive

preparation.

- Cawan ~~ints heavily slanted toward Iranian agenda.

- Point two (shipping) would give Soviets opening in
Gulf--dangerous precedent requiring full-scale review U.S.

policy.

- France, PRC, USSR unlikely see much merit in point four
(blocking arms transfers to both belligerents).

- No agenda/discussion will be worthwhile unless both Iran and
Irag, and non-belligerents in Gulf, accept it as realistic
basis for peace.



ELE NTS OF RESPONSE

- State draft response with Armacost on 1/21:
-- consult with UK and France first;

-- ir : ry @neral prepared to consider propc 1ils
seriously, but crucial that he first test waters at OIC
and report back;
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