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September 30, 1988 

Paul, 

I have discussed this issue at some 
length with Nick and Dan. Upon 
reflection, our collective view is that 
there is no compelling reason for the 
NSC Staff to weigh in on the substance 
of the options before Secretary Shultz. 
We defer to your judgment on the timing 
question. 

Thanks, 

Bill Burns 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

September 30, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNSwfu 

SUBJECT: Calls for Removal of U.S. Military Presence 
from the Gulf 

7031 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Sally Kelley forwarding 
NSC'S concurrence on the attached draft response to Doris Dawson. 

Bill Cock\tf(' concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward the memo at Tab I. 

Approve___ Disapprove 

Prepared by: Sandra Charles 

Attachments 

Tab I Stevens Memo to Kelley 
Tab A State Transmittal Memo of 

September 28, 1988 w/ 
draft response to Doris Dawson 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

7031 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

Calls for Removal of U.S. Military Presence 
from the Gulf 

NSC concurs with the draft response to Miss Doris Dawson. 

Attachment 

Tab A State Transmittal Memo of 
Sep 28, 1988 w/Draft Response 
to Doris Dawson 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

'/ OJ I 

S/S 8824540 

Date September 28, 1988 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

To: President Reagan 

F:om: Miss Doris Dawson 

Date: July 12, 1988 

Subject: Calls for removal of U.S. Military presence from 

the Gulf 

WH Referral Dated: August 16, 1988 
NSC ID# (if any): 584608 ------------

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A draft rep l y is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded . 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

~HCUSSIFIED 
~~;{~ 

Director~ 
Secretariat Staff 



Dear Ms. Dawson: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT REPLY 

I have been asked to respond to your telegram of July 12 to 

the President, opposing our policy in the Persian Gulf. 

very sorry for the delay in responding. 

I am 

As you will be aware, since you wrote a ceasefire took 

effect in the Iran-Iraq war. There have been no attacks on 

shipping since August 20, and the President has decided on a 

modest reduction in our naval presence in the Gulf in response 

to this decline in the threat to U.S. flag shipping. I believe 

the U.S. naval presence and our leadership helped bring about 

the ceasefire. we will continue to work for a permanent peace 

in the area, and we will maintain a naval presence in the 

Persian Gulf which is adequate to deal with the threat to U.S. 

flag shipping there. 

Miss Doris Dawson, 
Chairperson, 

Sincerely, 

Gray Panther National Board, 
Suite 601, 

311 South Juniper Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

AUGUST 16, 1988 
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TO: 
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584608 
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MISS DORIS DAWSON 
CHAIRPERSON 
GRAY PANTHER NATIONAL BOARD 
SUITE 601 
311 SOUTH JUNIPER STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19107 

SUBJECT: ON BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF THE GRAY 
PANTHERS, CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF U.S. MILITARY 
PRESENCE FROM THE GULF REGION 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

.. 
z,I 

8824540 



ID# 584608 ~'?, 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET CD 001-07 
' INCOMING 

DATE ~ECEIVED: JULY 14, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MISS DORIS DAWSON 

SUBJECT: ON BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF THE GRAY 
PANTHERS, CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF U.S. MILITARY 
PRESENCE FROM THE GULF REGION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD . .~~--- ,s\. ------- .;.. .-"\ 

ORG 88/07 /14 ___ ,{;L ff!tl~I J.?~•-~·· 
L NOTE: ~ .... 

..-w:~~~~'=:!!":~,-----=,=---~· #;_· "....._, _j;i_ ~£7 A!. - _/_/_ 
NOTE: -, ·.., J' ~ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
::--- _/_/_ --- - - - -

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

, 
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ----- (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

-ACTION CODES: -DISPOSITION -OUTGOING -
-CORRESPONDENCE: -

-A-APPROPRIATE ACTION -A-ANSWERED -TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
-C-COMMENT/RECOM -B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL - OF SIGNER 
-D-DRAFT RESPONSE -C-COMPLETED - CODE= A -
-F-FURNISH FACT SHEET -S-SUSPENDED -COMPLETED= DATE OF 
-I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC- OUTGOING -
-R--DIRECT REPLY W/COPY -
-S-FOR-SIGNATURE 
-X-INTERIM REPLY -

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

.. 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

September 30, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM J. BURN~ 

Protesting the U.S. Presence in the 
Persian Gulf 

7035 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Sally Kelley forwarding 
NSC'S concurrence as revised. 

Bill Coe~ concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward the memo at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Prepared by: Sandra Charles 

Attachments 

Tab I Stevens Memo to Kelley 
Tab A State Transmittal Memo of 

September 28, 1988 w/ 
Draft Response to Rev Cate 

-



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

7035 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

Protesting the U.S. Presence in the Persian 
Gulf 

Attached at Tab A is the State Department draft of a letter to 
Reverend Cate with NSC's revisions. 

Attachment 

Tab A State Transmittal Memo 
of Sep 28, 1988 w/attachment 

• 



un~LA~~ltltU 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TPJ.NSMITTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERE!~CE : 

To: President Reagan 

F=om: The Reverend William B. Cate 

Date : ,Ju , y 7 , J 9 8 s 

8824539 S/S _______ _ 

Date Septer:tber 28, 1988 

Subject: Protesting the U.S. oresence in the Persian Gulf 

WH Referral Dated: August 16, 1988 
NSC ID# ( if any): _5_8_4_6_1_3 _______ _ 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

-~x..__ A draft reply is attached. 

REMA..~S: 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

d~~ 
Director~ 

Secretariat Staff 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Rev. Cate: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter of July 7 to 

the President, with which you enclosed a press release opposing 

our policy in the Persian Gulf. I am very sorry for the delay 

in responding. 

As you will be aware, since you wrote a ceasefire took 

effect in the Iran-Iraq war. There have been no attacks on 

shipping since August 20, and the President has decided on a 

modest reduction in our naval presence in the Gulf in response 

to this.decline in the threat ~o U.S. flag shippi~g. I be;ieve . _, 
'" cot'C.U"'\- w/-\w:).\- of ~If' A\\,d, b°"'- Mi.Li ~"kt ~c:L cl, plo~AA,eo.\" cw 

the U .s. naval presence),and our leadership~ helped bring about ~ ~ 
$.vD...-r u.N-~~~ nc=5oh·"'--""Ow\..S 

the ceasefire. _we will continue to~\for a permanent peace 
lJ.n-ti \ ~ ' i I\ k.~cl ~ eu.-

in the area.~~ we ~~ maintain ~ naval presence in the 

Persian Gulf wl<lie1' i@ ~X:t+:e~: ;h ■ a i.,h the threat to U .s. 
C-c:11'\~~ 

flag shipping A.i!l"lere. 

The Reverend William B. Cate, 
President - Director, 

Sincerely, 

The Church Council of Greater Seattle, 
4759 15th Avenue, N.E., 

Seattle, WA 98105. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 584613 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

LETTER, DATED JULY 7, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE REVEREND WILLIAM B. CATE 
PRESIDENT - DIRECTOR 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREATER 
SEATTLE 
4759 15TH AVENUE, N.E. 
SEATTLE WA 98105 

0 F F I C E 

AUGUST 16, 1988 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES COPY OF A MEDIA RELEASE FROM THE 
CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREATER SEATTLE PROTESTING 
THE U.S. PRESENCE IN THE PERSIAN GULF 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

8824539 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
rot 584613 )q 

CtJOOl-07 CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: JULY 14, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE REVEREND WILLIAM B. CATE 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES COPY OF A MEDIA RELEASE FROM THE 
CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREATER SEATTLE PROTESTING 
THE U.S. PRESENCE IN THE PERSIAN GULF 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT · DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

ts: 

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ - _/ _/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

__ !_ __/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ----- (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

... ACTION CODES: ... DISPOSITION -OUTGOING ... 
-CORRESPONDENCE: 

... A-APPROPRIATE ACTION ... A-ANSWERED -TYPE RESP=INITIALS ... 

... c-COMMENT/RECOM ... a-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL ... OF SIGNER ... 

... o-DRAFT RESPONSE -C-COMPLETED ... CODE= A 
•F-FURNISH FACT SHEET -S-SUSPENDED 
... I-INFO -COPY/NO ACT NEC ... 

... COMPLETED= DATE OF 
OUTGOING -

... R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY ... 
-$-FOR-SIGNATURE 
-X-INTERIM REPLY ... 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

... 

.. 



July 7, 1988 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20025 

Dear President Reagan: 

5 ~ '/ (,, f 3 3D 

8824539 

I am e__nclosing a copy of a media release that the Church Council of Greater . . 
Seattle has released to the press in Seattle and to our member churches of the 
Church Council of Greater Seattle. 

This release state our __ $tates .. Qµr,9fficial Church Council of Greater Seattle 
eolicy_.l~RPosition.-to-the-.Urn-ted-States -.pr.e5ence in....lhe .. .Persl~n....~~lf. Our 
recommendation is that the U.S. government "cease and desist from carrying 
on a unilateral policy in the Gulf" and support the U. N. taking responsibility 
for mediating the conflict and ensuring safe passage for ships. 

\ 

Sincerely, 

-~ Ii. u-
( The Rev. Dr.) William B. Cate 
President - Director 

WBC/af 

4759 15th Avenue N.E. 
Seattle, washington 
98105-4404 

206 • 525 • 1213 

The Rev. Or. William B. Cate 
President-Director 

• 



J 

~~ -GRfA] 
SfAlTLE 
July 5, 1988 

MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: ( Rev. Dr.) William 8. Cate 
President-Director 

Church Council of Greater 

The Ch~rch Council of Greater Seattle . ~~~h~s to express its profound 

sorrow to the families of the 290 person who died aboard the Iran Air 

passenger jet that was shot down over the Persian Gulf by the guided 

missile cruiser U.S. S. Vincennes. To illustrate our concern we call 

upon the churches of greater Seattle to observe a moment of silence iin 

memory of the 290 innocent victims on Sunday, July 10. 

We also call upon President Ron~~~- ~~agan to issue a formal apology to 

the families of . the victims and t_~ JJ,~ gover~.m~nt of._l r:_an : _ _I.he president's 

apology should include a commitment to make full reparations to the families, 

to the airline and to the government. 

In the hurried discussion of whom to blame in this avoidable tragedy, 

the real and political question is being forgotten. What are we doing, 

one nation alone, in the Persian Gulf in the First place? 

In November 1987 in an official statement the Board of Directors of the 

Church Council of Greater Seattle warned and affirmed that, "Whereas 

the continued hostilities in the Gulf and the involvement of American 

< 759 !5th Avenue N.E. 
Seattle, washington 98105 

206 • 525 • 1213 

The Rev. Dr. William 8. Cale 
President-Director 

-, 

3/ 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

September 30, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNS4° 

6831 

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Video Message to Commemorate 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Centenary 

Attached at Tab I is a scheduling proposal for Frederick Ryan to 
request a Presidential taping opportunity on Wednesday, October 5 
to commemorate the Jawaharlal Nehru Centenary. Attached at 
Tab II is USIA's proposed draft Presidential statement. We and 
State concur in the text (if the scheduling proposal is approved, 
we will transmit it formally to the West Wing for delivery by the 
President). 

Jerry ~h and Marybel ___ Batjer concur. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward the proposal at Tab I. 

Attachment 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Approve~ 

Prepared by: 

Scheduling Proposal 
Draft Presidential Message 

Disapprove 

Stephen E. Benko 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE & TIME: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

PROPOSED "PHOTO": 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHNGTON, O.C. 2050e 

6831 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN~~ 

Taping Session 

Commemorate the Jawaharlal Nehru Centenary 

The Government of India has requested USIA's 
assistance in obtaining a Presidential 
message to commemorate the beginning of a 
year of celebrations marking the centenary of 
the birth of Jawaharlal Nehru. USIA supports 
the idea of 2-3 minute Presidential message 
that would be placed on Indian Government TV 
and radio. USIA would like to have the video 
by October 12. 

None 

Wednesday, October 5 Taping Session, for 5 
minutes 

Library 

The President 

The President delivers remarks for taping 

Proposed remarks provided by USIA. 

None 

None 

NSC, State Department and USIA 

None 



D::::; .!....?.'::"!'"'"2IT OF S T.t. TE 
E.XECUTI\r::: SECRET.r..RIAT 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The Wni te House 

REFERENCE: 

To: Paul Schott Stevens 

From: Larry R. Taylor 

Date: 9/21/88 

1 . 

S/S 8828350 

D at~- September 26, 1988 

\ 

Subject: Draft Pres MSG to Cornmenorate tbe Jawaharl,al . Nehrn C0ntenary 

WH Referral -Dated: Undated ---=-='-=-==---------- ~-
NSC ID# (if any): __ 6_8_3_1_~-------

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION T.h..l(EN: 

X 

X 

R£Y;...Zl_~5: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A dr~ft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached . 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited belo..,_,•. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel . 

Other (see remarks). 

Department has no objection to the attached Presidential message. 

-d~~~ 
Dir~ " . 

U!ClASSlff EO Secretariat Staff 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

, 



DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE FOR THE 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU CENTENARY, NOVEMBER 4, 1988 

(BEGIN TEXT:) 

(PARA ONE) MRS. REAGAN AND I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GREET 

THE PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER AND PEOPLE OF INDIA. IT IS A 

PARTICULAR PLEASURE TO DO SO AS YOU BEGIN A YEAR DEDICATED TO 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THAT GREAT STATESMAN OF THE WORLD AND 

BELOVED SON OF INDIA, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. THIS DATE MARKS 

THE BEGINNING OF A YEAR IN WHICH WE WILL OBSERVE THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF A MAN WHO TOOK A SPECIAL PLACE ON 

THE WORLD'S STAGE. TODAY, ALMOST 25 YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH, HE 

STANDS OUT AS A GIANT AMONG 20TH CENTURY LEADERS. HIS 

COMMITMENT TO A SAFER AND MORE HUMANE WORLD AND HIS TIRELESS 

DEVOTION TO THE IDEALS OF PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 

CONTINUE TO INSPIRE AND GUIDE US. 

(PARA TWO) WORLD PEACE AND STABILITY, AS WELL AS INDIA'S GREAT 

PROGRESS IN ITS MARCH TOWARD SELF-RELIANCE AND THE 21ST 

CENTURY, OWE MUCH ~O MR. NEHRU'S LEADERSHIP. HIS HUMANITY AND 

RESPECT FOR ORDINARY MEN AND WOMEN, ESPECIALLY THE 

ECONOMICALLY-DEPRIVED, GAINED HIM A FIRM PLACE IN THE HISTORY 

OF THE COMMUNITY OF FREE NATIONS. 

(PARA THREE) HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WORLD WERE MANY, BUT TO 
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AMERICANS, THE LEGACY THAT NEHRU LEFT BEHIND WAS A FREE, STRONG 

AND INDEPENDENT INDIA. 

(PARA FOUR) rlEHRU WOULD BE PROUD OF TODAY'S FORWARD-LOOKING 

INDIA. THE LIST OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR WHICH HE HELPED LAY THE 

GROUNDWORK IS LONG AND INSPIRING. HE ENVISIONED INDIA'S RAPID 

INDUSTRIALIZATION, THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW TECHNOLOGY, GREAT 

SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROGRESS IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 

AGRICULTURAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. HE 

UNDERSTOOD THE POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT INDIA, AS THE 

WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY, COULD MAKE TO WORLD AFFAIRS. HE 

KNEW THAT MAN DOES NOT LIVE BY POLITICS -- OR ECONOMICS 

ALONE, AND THAT THE MIND AND HEART AND HUMAN VALUES, ALSO, ARE 

IMPORTANT. 

(PARA FIVE) THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT THE 

VISION OF SELF-RELIANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PEACE THAT NEHRU 

INSPIRED AS HE GUIDED INDIA DURING ITS FIRST SEVENTEEN YEARS OF 

INDEPENDENCE. WE ARE PROUD OF OUR MANY LINKS WITH YOUR 

COUNTRY. WE GREATLY CHERISH THE NUMEROUS PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE 

CONTACTS WHICH ARE AT THE CORE OF OUR FRIENDSHIP. WE WELCOME 

THE MANY INDO-u.s. COLLABORATIONS AND EXCHANGES WHICH HAVE 

EVOLVED IN SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND OTHER FIELDS. THE BASIS FOR 

SOME OF THESE WAS LAID DURING THE NEHRU YEARS. 

(PARA SIX) EVEN THOUGH INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE 



SEPARATED BY HALF A WORLD, WE SHARE, AS MR. NEHRU ONCE SAID, •A 

COMMON FAITH IN DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND THE DEMOCRATIC WAY 

OF LIFE, AND~ARE DEDICATED TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND FREEDOM.• 

LET US USE THE NEHRU CENTENARY TO RECOMMIT OURSELVES, AS 

INDIVIDUALS AND AS NATIONS, TO THOSE HIGH IDEALS WHICH HE 

HELPED MAKE PART OF THE WORLD'S CONSCIOUSNESS. LET US REAFFIRM 

OUR MUTUAL COMMITMENT TO THE PRESERVATION OF A SECURE AND 

LASTING PEACE AND THE FREEDOM OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. THANK YOU. 

(END TEXT) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

September 21, 1988 

Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Siurit~

1 
C 

Larry R. T ~ 
Executive e reta y 

Presidential Message to commemorate 
the Jawaharlal Nehru centenary 

&he Government of India has requested USIA's assistance in 
obtaining a Presidential message to commemorate the beginning 
of a year of celebrations marking the centenary of the birth of 
Jawaharlal Nehru J The late Prime Minister was born November 
14, 1889, and the year of national observance begins November 
14, 1988. 

Prime Minister Nehru served as India's first Prime Minister for 
some 17 years. The high-level committee commemorating the 40th 
anniversary of the independence of India and the centenary of 
Nehru's birth has planned a variety of special events to 
recognize Nehru's many accomplishments to India's progress and 
development and to international peace and understanding. 
Nehru was well-known to the American people, visited the U.S. 
several times and had good relations with many American 
Presidents, as well as with U.S. intellectual and political 
leaders. 

The USIS offices in India plan a number of activities in 
support of the centenary. In order to reach the widest 
possible audience with a forceful reminder of the many ties 
between the two democracies, we support the organizing 
committee's idea of a two-to-three minute Presidential message 
that could be placed on Indian Government TV and radio. The 
proposed message would be aired nationally around November 14, 
1988, to coincide with the beginning of the centenary 
observance. The text of the message would be released to the 
Indian and foreign press. Video copies of the message would be 
distributed throughout the country for use in American cultural 
Center programming. 
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USIA, The Department of State India desk, and our offices in 
India believl a personal message of tribute from President 
Reagan would -focus positive public attention on America's 
respect for Nehru and on Indo-u.s. relations, which have moved 
forward under the leadership of President Reagan and Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. If you feel it would be appropriate for 
the President to contribute a message on this occasion, a draft 
for your consideration is attached. If the request is 
approved, USIA would like to have the video by October 12 for 
hand-carrying to USIS New Delhi. 
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some 17 years. The high-level committee commemorating the 40th 
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USIA, The Department of State India desk, and our offices in 
India believe a personal message of tribute from President 
Reagan would focus positive public attention on America's 
respect for Nehru and on Indo-u.s. relations, which have moved 
forward under the leadership of President Reagan and Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. If you feel it would be appropriate for 
the President to contribute a message on this occasion, a draft 
for your consideration is attached. If the request is 
approved, USIA would like to have the video by October 12 for 
hand-carrying to USIS New Delhi. 
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(BEGIN TEXT:) 

(PARA ONE) MRS. REAGAN AND I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GREET 

THE PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER AND PEOPLE OF INDIA. IT IS A 

PARTICULAR PLEASURE TO DO SO AS YOU BEGIN A YEAR DEDICATED TO 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THAT GREAT STATESMAN OF THE WORLD AND 

BELOVED SON OF INDIA, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. THIS DATE MARKS 

THE BEGINNING OF A YEAR IN WHICH WE WILL OBSERVE THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF A MAN WHO TOOK A SPECIAL PLACE ON 

THE WORLD'S STAGE. TODAY, ALMOST 25 YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH, HE 

STANDS OUT AS A GIANT AMONG 20TH CENTURY LEADERS. HIS 

COMMITMENT TO A SAFER AND MORE HUMANE WORLD AND HIS TIRELESS 

DEVOTION TO THE IDEALS OF PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 

CONTINUE TO INSPIRE AND GUIDE US. 

(PARA TWO) WORLD PEACE AND STABILITY, AS WELL AS INDIA'S GREAT 

PROGRESS IN ITS MARCH TOWARD SELF-RELIANCE AND THE 21ST 

CENTURY, OWE MUCH TO MR. NEHRU'S LEADERSHIP. HIS HUMANITY AND 

RESPECT FOR ORDINARY MEN AND WOMEN, ESPECIALLY THE 

ECONOMICALLY-DEPRIVED, GAINED HIM A FIRM PLACE IN THE HISTORY 

OF THE COMMUNITY OF FREE NATIONS. 

(PARA THREE) HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WORLD WERE MANY, BUT TO 
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AMERICANS, THE LEGACY THAT NEHRU LEFT BEHIND WAS A FREE, STRONG 

AND INDEPENDENT INDIA. 

(PARA FOUR) NEHRU WOULD BE PROUD OF TODAY'S FORWARD-LOOKING 

INDIA. THE LIST OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR WHICH HE HELPED LAY THE 

GROUNDWORK IS LONG AND INSPIRING. HE ENVISIONED INDIA'S RAPID 

INDUSTRIALIZATION, THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW TECHNOLOGY, GREAT 

SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROGRESS IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 

AGRICULTURAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. HE 

UNDERSTOOD THE POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT INDIA, AS THE 

WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY, COULD MAKE TO WORLD AFFAIRS. HE 

KNEW THAT MAN DOES NOT LIVE BY POLITICS -- OR ECONOMICS 

ALONE, AND THAT THE MIND AND HEART AND HUMAN VALUES, ALSO, ARE 

IMPORTANT. 

(PARA FIVE) THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT THE 

VISION OF SELF-RELIANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PEACE THAT NEHRU 

INSPIRED AS HE GUIDED INDIA DURING ITS FIRST SEVENTEEN YEARS OF 

INDEPENDENCE. WE ARE PROUD OF OUR MANY LINKS WITH YOUR 

COUNTRY. WE GREATLY CHERISH THE NUMEROUS PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE 

CONTACTS WHICH ARE AT THE CORE OF OUR FRIENDSHIP. WE WELCOME 

THE MANY INDO-U.S. COLLABORATIONS AND EXCHANGES WHICH HAVE 

EVOLVED IN SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND OTHER FIELDS. THE BASIS FOR 

SOME OF THESE WAS LAID DURING THE ~EHRU YEARS. 

(PARA SIX) EVEN THOUGH INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE 
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SEPARATED BY HALF A WORLD, WE SHARE, AS MR. NEHRU ONCE SAID, •A 

COMMON FAITH IN DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND THE DEMOCRATIC WAY 

~ 
OF LIFE, AND ARE DEDICATED TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND FREEDOM.• 

LET US USE THE NEHRU CENTENARY TO RECOMMIT OURSELVES, AS 

INDIVIDUALS AND AS NATIONS, TO THOSE HIGH IDEALS WHICH HE 

HELPED MAKE PART OF THE WORLD'S CONSCIOUSNESS. LET US REAFFIRM 

OUR MUTUAL COMMITMENT TO THE PRESERVATION OF A SECURE AND 

LASTING PEACE AND THE FREEDOM OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. THANK YOU. 

(END TEXT) 
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