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Ma y 1, 1981 

June 
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July 24 ✓ 

Sep~. 1_0 I 
~T- 15 I 

/ Oct . 8 l· 
Oct. 6 ✓ 
Oct. 19 'i 
Nov. 10 

. >~t:. 1~s I 
Dec. 9 1/ 
Feb. 9, 1982 I 
Feb. 16 I 

Feb. 

Feb. 
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Budget Briefing 

0MB Briefing for Ad Hoc Committee 

Bill signing ceremony, Rose Garden, President 
POW/ MIA National Recognition Day 

.,. IP.· ).,~s r.) r·I Dl : 1..?:.:a~;;.: .J~;y .'; . / (_·>•:\-, -.. •t. ,:.-::,_ :•'.;' , 
Cabinet Room briefing, President, Vice-President 

American Legion Boys Nation, 
Rose Garden ceremony, Vice-President 

- O.MB and VA brief ing
1 

( 
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- showing of film, "Frank, a Vietnam Vet" 

AWACs briefing by NSC and State 

- American Security Council 
AWACS briefing by NSC and State 

Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program, President 
Rose Garden signing ceremony 

)
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0MB and VA briefing 

NSC briefing for Reserve Forces Policy Board 

\ j 
\..,.,•' 

0MB ociefing 

American Legion National Officers, 
meeting with President 

Reserve Officers Association, 
meeting with President 

AMVETS, 
meeting with President 

,,/'/ 
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MEMORA DUM 

THE WHITE HO USE 

REGRET WASHINGTON 

i -
Date YA 

)✓ /~ ----.: ~' 
March 10, 1981 aiii 

MEMORANDUM TO: Greg Newell~ r,1 / ___ 
FROM: Cavaney 

SUBJECT: Service Medal 

Please try your hardest to get this approved in view of the v,W 
event acceptance. If it is declined, I will have to hand walk 
for approval. 

Thanks 



MEET I NG: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

CABINET 
PARTICIPATION: 

SPEECH 
MATERIAL 

PRESS 
1VERAGE: 

STAFF : 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

BACKGROUND: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL <::;\ 
DATE: March 10, 1981 ~ 
;FROM; ELIZABETH H. DOLE 
VIA: GREG NEWELL 

Presentation of the American Legion Distinguished Service 
Medal to the Dead and Missing of the Vietnam War. 

Monday, March 16, 1981, at 10:00 AM 

To enable the President to honor the dead and missing of 
the Vietnam War by laying a wreath on the Tomb of the Un
known soldier at a silent ceremony. 

Location: The Tomb of the Unknowns, Arlington National 
Cemetery 

Participation: See attached list. 

Duration: 15 minutes 
/------- ---- ---- --------

Secret"C._. ~ -' 

No remarks 

Full Press Coverage 

Elizabeth H. Dole 

E. Dole, L. Nofziger, Sen. Laxalt, Sen. Baker, Sen. Tower, 
Sen. Thurmond, Sen. Helms., Cong. Montgomery (Chairman of 
Armed Services), and Cong. Hammerschmidt. 

None 

The President has participated in a number of American 
Legion activities, however, this will be the first since 
inauguration. 

This Distinguished Service Medal presentation is the highest 
ceremony of the American Legion Birthday Week (their 62nd) 
and will afford the President the chance to honor all 
veterans, particularly those of the Vietnam era. With 
hundreds of Vietnam veterans (a number disabled) present at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns, the President can participate in a 
dignified ceremony. His acceptance of the recent VFW invi
tation has created significant pressure for brief participa
tion in the American Legion event. To date, 85 members of 
Congress have accepted. 

, 
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_ _ME'M ORAN D UM 

THE W HITE HO U SE 

WAS HI NGTON :EGRET February 26, 1981 
]11 Jte 

Ill 
To: Red Cavaney 

From: Morton Blackwell HJ-
Re: American Legion Wreath Laying Ceremony 

Here is the latest information from Bob Spanogle regarding 

the attached proposed event. 

Those attending: 

1. From each state: 

a. A selected Viet Nam veteran, some disabled, and 

b. An American Legion official. 

2. Honored guests, accepted: 

a. H. Ross Perot 

b. F. Lee Bailey--frequent financial supporter 
of veterans' causes 

c. Larry Wilco}(--star of CHiPs TV program 

d. Tom Sneva--"500" racedriver 

e. Numerous members of the Congress 

3. Honored guests, invited: 

a. The President 

b. The entire Congress 

c. Bob Hope, who is trying to arrange his schedule 
to attend. 
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. M E MORA ND UM 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

W AS HIN G T ON 

February 20, 1981 

TO: Red Cavaney 

FROM: Morton Blackwell 

SUBJECT: American Legion's request for an event with 
the President on March 16 

Bob Spinogle, Executive Director of the American Legion, advises 
that they would like the President to lay a wreath on the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers on March 16 at a silent ceremony 
which would involve Vietnam veterans from each state, 
brought to D.C. at Legion expense. Spinogle said that this 
would require only 15 minutes of the President's time. 

He also asked that the President attend a prayer breakfast 
which will last approximately one hour on the morning of 
March 16. 

I recommend that we endorse the proposal for the President's 
participation for the ceremony at Arlington Cemetery, but not 
at the prayer breakfast. 
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T HE \\ ' Hl T E HOl . S E 

'HEDULE PROPOSAL June 10, 1981 

TO: GREGORY J . NEWELL , DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND : 

.t--'REVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

A signing ceremony at the White House when the President 
signs the Proclamation of National POh'/MIA Re cognition 
Day - S.J. Res . 50 . 

There has never been a signing cere mony for this 
Proclamation . The POW/MIA families and their 
supporters would be grateful for White House r e cognition. 

The President made campaign statements regard i ng this 
issue . Since taking office he has not me t with this 
group . Pre sid e nts Nixon, Ford , and Carter all me t with 
this group . Also , in view of President Rea gan's 
sta teme nt of April 24 dealing with increa sing live
sighting reports that Americans may still be held captive 
in SE Asia, it is impor tant that visible Pre side ntial 
involvement be shown . 

Presidents Nixon, Ford, and Carter 

FRI DAY, JUNE 12 - after 2 PM (Bill must be signed by June 13 

LOCAT I ON: Oval Of fice DURATION: 10 minutes 
Ct~,:/~ 

PARTICIPANTS =>ir>:S~--:i,t . Col. John Fer, Department of Defense, Principal 
Military Advisor PW/MIA 

~ Ann G.r.i!!ith, Executive Director of the National League 
~3-- ') of Families of American Prisioners and Missing in SE Asia 
I ~ct y (o and 8 members of the National Board of Directors who 
W b · are in Washington for a conference on Friday , June 12 

OUTLI NE OF EVENT: 
REMARK S REQUI RED : 
MEDIA COVERAGE: 
RECOJ·1!·1E. 'D:E: D BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

PR OJECT Off'ICER: 

(see attached list) 
Co-sponsors of the.resolution .- · Sen . Pe t 92-~2i and 
Congressman Harold Hollenbeck U 
1'ie mbers of the House of Representatives Task Force on 
Arner ican Prisioners and Missing in SE P.sia ( see list) 

President greets and signs the procl ama t ion 
Brief remarks 
White House photographer 
Eli z abeth Dole; Robert Kimrnitt - Nation al Se cu r ity Council~ 
Ad miral Robert Garrick, Ed ~ eese's o f fice~ 
Admiral Don Jones, Director of East Asia Bureau , Office 
of the Secretary of Defen se~ John Ne gropon te, De puty 
As sistant S e cretary for Asian a nd Pacific Affairs, De part
r.i c nt of St.ate. 

~0rton Blackwell 



MEMORANDUM 

I. PURPOSE 

MEETING WITH 
DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 
FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 11, 1981 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day Supporters 
June 12 
Rose Garden; back up Roosevelt Room 
3:00 PM - 3:10 PM 
Elizabeth Dole 

Signing ceremony both for bill and Proclamation of National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day 

II. BACKGROUND 
Annually the Congress authorizes proclamations by the President 
for National POW/MIA Recognition Day. Although there is no hard 
evidence that any Americans remain in captivity in Indochina, you 
have repeatedly said that you share the concern of the POW/MIA 
families and will track down every lead which might give more 
information regarding prisoners of war and U.S. personnel still 
missing in action. 

Presidents Nixon, Ford, and Carter all met with the National 
League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in South East 
Asia. This signing ceremony is your first meeting with this group. 

Also present are former POW, Senator Jeremiah Denton and other 
Congressional supporters of the POW/MIA families. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 
See attached sheets 
Plus from White House staff - Richard Allen, Elizabeth Dole, and 

Morton Blackwell 

IV: PRESS PLAN 
Full press coverage 

V: SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

3:00 PM - You are introduced at Rose Garden by Elizabeth Dole 
3:02 PM - You welcome guests and make brief remarks 
3:07 PM - You sign both the bill and Proclamation 
3:08 PM - You pose with guests for photographer 
3:10 PM - You depart Rose Garden 

ATTACHMENTS: Talking points and list of participants. 

7 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

National League of Families of American Prisoners and 
Missing in South East Asia - members of Board of Directors 

Ann Griffith 
Carol Bates 

Charles Walker 
George Brooks 
Janis Dodge 
Mary Foley 
John Parsels 
Sara Frances Shay 
James Poole 

Military representation: 

Senators: 

Congressmen: 

Admiral Donald Jones - Navy 
Col. David Murane - Air Force 

Dennis De Concini 
Jeremiah Denton and wife, Jane 
Robert Dole 

Robert Dornan 
John LeBoutillier 
W. Henson Moore 
Bill Hendon 
John Paul Hammerschmidt 
Harold Hollenbeck 
Stephen Solarz 
Tom Lantos 
G.V. Montgomery (Sonny) 

Administration: 

Elizabeth Dole 
Morton Blackwell 

Richard Allen 

j 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

\'\'AS )-1 I NG 1 0 N 

TAB A GUEST LIST 

AN~ GRIF?lTE, :::::-:2cutive Director r;ational L<::-2gue of Famil i es 
oi American Prisoners and Missing in South E2st Asia 

CAROL :SATES 
CE_!:_rli.,ES Vil,LJ--;ER 
GEORGE BROOJ:s 
JANIS DODGE 
1'-1..2:,RY FOLEY 

· JOHN PARSELS 
SAR~ FRl\~CES SHAY 
J.~•:ES POOLE 

\ 
I 
i 

Members of Board of Directors, 
National League of Families of 
Arnerican Priso.:12rs and Missing 
in South East Asia 

ADMIRAL DONALD JONES, Navy, Director of East Asia Bu r eau, 
Office of the S e cretary of De fense 

COL. D.l, \7ID nu:iv-,NE, Air Force, Chief of Far East/ South .L.sia 
Division, JS, Joint Ch i efs of Staff 

SENATOR DLNNIS DE CONCINI, Co- Sponsor of the Resolut i on 

CONGRESS!·l.~N H_~ROLD HOLLENBECK, Co-S:_Jonsor of the Resolution 

SENATOR JEREMIAH DENTON and wife, JANE - former POW 

CONGRESS~Ll\N ROBERT DO~~AN, Chairman of House of Representatives 
Task Force on A~erican Prisoners and 
1'1issing in South East .l\sia 

SENATOR ROBERT DOLE 
CONGRESSJ·1.A.N JOHN LE BOUTILLIER 
CONG:RESS!·l-1.u~ BJ LL r..:=.:: NDON 
CONGRESSMAN JCnN P.lWL i-Y,.!•1!':ERSCHMIDT 
CONGRESSJ--'...l\N TOI-1 L~NTOS 

Gs) 19 . l')J-i! f!~· u J ~J. ~ 1 ~ 

ELIZABETH DOLE, Assistant to the President for Public Liaison 
!·i..AX FRIEDERSD0RF, Assistant to the President for Legislative 

Affairs 

RIC~ARD ALLLN, Ass1stant to the Fresicent for Kati o nal Security 
.t,f:airs 

- ----- - --- -- - -



.. I 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TABB GUESTS IN BILL SIGNING CEREMONY 

FIRST ROW FROM STAGE LEFT TO STAGE RIGHT 

ELIZABETH DOLE 

SENATOR DE CONCINI 

CONGRESSMAN HOLLENBECK 

SENATOR DENTON 

SECOND ROW FROM STAGE LEFT TO STAGE RIGHT 

ANN GRIFFITH 

ADMIRAL DONALD JONES 

COL. DAVID MURANE 

MRS. JANE DENTON 

J 
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TH E \\. HI IT JlOl ' SE 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Members of the Board of Directors, 
National League of Families of American Prisioners and 
Missing in South East Asia 

Col. Charles Walker, Chairman of the Board, 
from Utah, MIA father 

Mr. George Brooks, from New York, MIA father 

Mrs. Janis Dodge, from California, POW wife 

Mrs. Betty Foley, from Ohio, MIA wife 

Major John Parsels, from Georgia, returned POW 

Mrs . Sara Frances Shay, from Maryland, MIA mother 

Mrs . . Marion Shelton, from California, POW wife 

Mr. Jim Poole, from Georgia, MIA son 

Members of the House of Representatives Task Force 
on American Prisioners and Missing in South East Asia 

,[cong. Robert Dornan, Chairman, 

Cong. Benjamin Gilman, R - NY 

Con g. Robert Lagomarfino, R - CA 

Cong. John Le Boutellier, R - NY 

Cong. Bill Hendon , R - NC 

Cong. Steve Solarz, D - NY 

Cong. Tom Lantos, D- CA 

Cong. Dan Mica, D - FL 

Cong. Howard Wolpe, D - MI 

R - CA 



~-,h/1/j f 

Coloe ~~ ~l::,~U~~f ~ Joe~(~ol,/ ~irman 
1243 East 3075 North National Human Rights Committee 
North Ogden, Utah 84404 for POW /MIAs 

Mr. George L. Brooks 
16 Cre-sthaven Drive 
Newburgh, NY 12550 

Mrs. Janis Dodge 
10530 Rookwood Drive 
San Diego, CA 92131 

Mrs. Betty Foley 
6515 Menlo Way 
Dayton, Ohio 45424 

Colonel Earl P. Hopper, A US (Ret.) 
14043 N. 64th Drive 
Glendale, AZ 85306 

Mr. John Parsels 
1126 Oxford Road 
Atlanta, GA 30306 

Mrs_. Sara Frances Shay 
205 Hilltop Road 
Linthicum, MD 21090 

Mrs. Marian Shelton 
8813 Harlington 
San Diego, CA 92126 

Mr. James Poole 
c/o Creative Display 
P. 0. Box 5618 
Augusta, GA 30906 

Mrs. Ann Griffiths 
4555 Metro Court 
Annandale, Virginia 22003 

Miss Carol Bates 
7651 Tremayne Place 
McLean, VA 22102 

Mr. Al Chapin 
308 Glenmore Drive 
San Angelo, TX 76903 

86 Hill Street 
Walden, NY 12586 

Colonel David M. Murane, USAF 
OJCS/ JS 
The Pentagon, 2E973 
Washington, D. C. 20301 

RADM Allan G. Paulson, USN 
Defense Intelligence Agency, DC 
The Pentagon, 2D92 l 
Washington, D. C. 20301 

Lt. Colonel John Fer, USAF 
OSD/ISA, PW /MIA Affairs 
The Pentagon, 2D322 
Washington, D. C. 20301 

Colonel D. Wayne Waddell, USAF 
President, 'Nam POWs 
HQs, 14th Air Force 
Dobbins AFB, GA 30060 

Mrs. F. A. Sheridan 
Historian, Red River Valley Assoc. 
8612 Tamarac 
Wichita, KS 67206 

Mr. G. Michael Schlee., Director 
National Security & Foreign Relations 
The American Legion 
1608 K Street, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Stanley G. Sommers 
National Commander 
American Ex-Prisoners of War 
1410 Adler Road 
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449 

Miss Susan Taranto 
4801 Chevy Chase Blvd. 
Chevy Chase, MD 20015 
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3:00 p. m. 

3:02 p.m. 

3:05 p.m. 

3 : 1 0 p •. m • 

THE PRESIDENT departs The Oval Office and proceeds to 
Oval Office steps leading to Rose Garden. 

Announcement (off-stage) 

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to podium. 

3:01 p.m. 

Met by: 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole, Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole introduces The 
President. 

Reception Guests 

THE PRESIDENT makes brief remarks. 

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to Ceremonial Bill Signing Table 
for signing of Proclamation for National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day. 

Bill Signing Participants 

THE PRESIDENT concludes and proc~eds to The Oval 
Office. 

6/12/81 11:00 a.m. 
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Th J WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 12, 1981 

NATIONAL P.O.W.-M.I.A. RECOGNITION DAY, 1981 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Throughout American history our prisoners of war have 
been called upon to make uncommon sacrifices. In fulfilling 
their duty as citizens of the United States they have defended 
American ideals while suffering unimaginable indignities under 
the absolute control of the enemy. They remained steadfast 
even while their treatment contravened international under
standings and violated elementary considerations of compassion 
and morality. 

All Americans ought to recognize the special debt we 
owe to our fellow citizens who, in the act of serving our 
Nation, relinquished their freedom that we might enjoy the 
blessings of peace and liberty. Likewise, we must remember 
the unresolved casualties of war -- our servicemen who are 
still missing. The pain and bitterness of war endure for 
their families, relatives and friends -- and for all of us. 
Our Nation will continue to seek answers to the many questions 
that remain about their fate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, · RONALD REAGAN, President of the 
Un ited States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday~ July 17, 
1 981, as National P.O.W.-M.I.A. Rec~gnition Day, a day 
dedi ca t ed to all former American prisoners of war, to those 
still missing, and to their families. I urge all Americans 
to join i n- honoring those who made the uncommon sacrifice of 
being held cap t i ve in war, and to honor as well their loved 

ho ha ve a l so suffered valiantly and patiently. I also 
appropr iate officials~of the FederalJ State and local 

e ts, a s wel l as private o~ganizations, ,. to observe 
ith approp r i ate ceremonies and acti~1ties. 

ESS HEREOF , I ha ve he r e un to set my hand thi s 
day of Jun e, in t he year of our Lor d ninete en 

e·ghty - on e , and of the Independence of the United 
ca e two hundred 2nd fifth . 

. 0 . ...,.:., 
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For Immediate Release 

3:02 P.M. EDT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT THE NATIONAL POW/MIA 

RECOGNITION DAY PROCLAMATION 
SIGNING CEREMONY 

The Rose Garden 

June 12, 1981 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
Welcome to what I think is a very important and worthwhile signing 
ceremony here in the Rose Garden. I am pleased that I am going to 
sign a joint resolution and a proclamation designating July 17th, 
1981 Na t ional POW/MIA Recognition Day. 

Brave men and women who have fought for our coun,try 
should all know that America does remember. It's grateful an'd 
we'll always be proud of their courage and honor on the .battlefield. 
And it's fitting that we pay this special tribute to those who 

o heroically endured the hardships and torture ·of enemy captivity -
nusual in any war in our history, because it was the longest period 

that American fighting men have ever been held in captivity. ~ ust 
the thought of the terrible pain that they suffered and endure.p should 
be seared in our memories forever. And let us remember too, that 
six years after American involvement in Vietnam in the war, w~ · still 
don't have a full accounting of our missing service men from that 
conflict -- an accounting th~t was guaranteed in the Paris Peace 
Accords that ,.brought the fighting there to an end -- an ,.agreement which 
has been violated. 

Recently, there have been reports that Americans are 
still being held captive in Indo-China. Norie of these reports, I'm 
sorry to say, have been verified, but the world should know that this 
administration continues to attach the highe~t priority to the problem 
of those missing in action. We in}:.end to seek the fullest possible 
account from the governments involved.__ - ~ 

I'm grateful that we have with us here today, one of 
America's outstanding heroes from the Vietnam war, one of the f _ormer 
prisoners of war and now the Senator from Alabama, Jeremiah Denton, 
accompanied by his lovely wife Jane. July 17th, it is just 16 years 
or will be to the day that he was shot down over South East Asia. 
How, lest someone think that there's a little confusion there, he 
was shot down on July 18th, 1965, but when it was the 18th there, 
on this side of the dateline, it was the 17th. Jeremiah Denton. Who 
will ever forget on that first night in the first plane that arrived 
a t Cl a r k F i eld in the Phillipines and he was the first man we saw 
come down the ramp from the plane, salute our flag, ~sk God's blessing 
on Ame r ica and then tha nk us for bringing them home. 

They're joined here by leaders of the House and Senate, 
many of their colleagues, Cap Hollenbeck and Bob Dornan, John LeBoutilli 
and Bill Herndon and John Paul Harr.merschmidt and Tom Lanto:. £rom the 
House,and Senator Dennis DeConcini and Bob Dole along with Senator 
Jeremiah Denton. And now, I'm going to have the h~ppy task of signing 
the proclamation and the bill. 

END 3:06 P.M. EDT 
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r -.:_:n- LE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND : 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATIO. 

DATE: 

LOCATIO.: 

PARTICIPATIO 

OUTLI-~ OF EE TS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

M.EDIA CO\ Ert..AGE: 

PROJECT OFFICER : 

. ! 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MAY 26, 1981 

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

ELIZABETH H. DOLEcl; 

Meeting with Leaders of Veterans Organizations 

To solicit support for the tax portion of the President's 
economic package and general support for the Administra
tion . 

The veterans, natural constituents of the Presidents, hav, 
yet to have a Presidential meeting . This, coupled with 
the delay in naming the VA Administrator and the lack of 
consultation prior to budget cuts, gave the veterans the 
earlier impression that the administration took them for 
granted. Subsequent events and the hope of meeting with 
the President have changed this earlier view to the exten~ 
that three of the four largest veteran's organizations 
have endorsed the President's economic recovery program. 
Their active involvement on behalf of the President will l 
increased significantly as a result of this gesture by thE 
President . It also provides a clear, fresh start for Bob 

irr~o in managing one of our nation's largest public 
organizations. 

0. E 

iid-July after swearing-in of VA Adminis_trator-designate 
rtobert Nimmo 

Cabinet Room 

Leaders of major veteran's organizations, not to exceed 2C 
List will be provided. 

Elizabeth Dole -- Opens meeting, welcomes. 
-crman B. Ture -- Economic briefing 

Dick Allen -- Foreign Policy briefing 
President Reagan -- 15 minutes, remarks and photos 

Talking points 

Press photo pool 

James A. Baker III, David Gergen, Elizabeth Dole, Lyn 
Nofziger, Dick Darman 

Morton Blackwel l 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: GREGOR~NEWELL 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY. 

PLEASE IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING AND NOTIFY AND CLEAR ALL 
PARTICIPANTS. SUBMIT THE BRIEFING PAPER AND REMARKS TO 
RICHARD DARNAN BY 3:00 P.M. OF THE PRECEDING DAY. 

MEETING: with Leaders of Veterans Organizations 

DATE: 

TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

REMARKB REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: 

cc: J. Brady 
M. Eru.idon 
J. Canzeri 
R. Darrnan 
M. Deaver 
E. Dole 
H. Donaldson 
M. Evans 
D. Fischer 
J. Fitzgerald 
M. Friedersdorf . 

. .., c . Fuller 

July 17, 1981 

10:30 am 

20 minutes 

Cabinet Room 

Yes 

Coordinate with Press Office 

No 

D. Gergen 
C. Gerrard 
P. McCoy 
L. Nofziger 
L. Speakes 
Speechwriting and Research 
s. Studdert 
F. Ursomarso 
R. Williamson 
N. Wormser 
WHCA Audio/Visual 
WHCA Operations ~~\, \ 

~~~~ 



u~PCSE : 

LOCATJO:!\' : 

\" . ,c... S ~ , t,J G i O N 

July 17 , 1981 

Heacs of !:ajor Veterans Grou-os 
and Military Associations 

Cabinet ?.oorr. 
J O: 3 0 JU - l O: 5 0}'.:IJ•j 

Elizabeth H . Dole 

To neet ~ith leaders of the Veter2ns and Military association 
co~~unity to cisc~ss hd~injstration ?O licy of interest to these 
grou~s . 

. Zl,Ci-ZG?.OllND : Most ;;ie;-;0er s of these grou_!;s \Jere strongly St:?_?Orti ve of your 
Presicential ca~_:::>aign. jjost of the 0ajor Veterans grou?s \,:ere 
active sunnortors of the ~eacan Bioartisan Bucoet Aesolution in -- _, - _, 

the U.S. ~ouse. This is your first neeting a s ? resident with a 
group of heacs of these or~anizations . 

'ART] CJPhNTS: See attached shee t. 

Press corps photo O~?ortunity. 

EQUENCE OF E\SNTS : 

9: 30 JIJ~ :"jeeting bes:;ins \vi th briefing on :r:eagan econo~ic pro9r2.rn by 
Dr. Nornan Tu r e, Under S ecretary of the Treasury. 

9 : 5 0 AJ-1 Br i e f i n g by the Vice - Pres i c3 en t on ¼ r e i g n P,,O 1 i c y an a mi l i t a r y 
preparedness . Fv-{- :l+IJ, J)./1; 1t/t:)-1 rlf{v?(\{__f~ -;Z-;cffm /V- ~~ f ·,11 "Cb l)r _ .ri 

C (,,l/Y)Ll (/?(.. ~ C' ~ ~ u . /~. //V ,a. ~ 
10:10 ~1 hnnouncenent by Administrator of Veterans Affairs Rober t Nimmo 

of the decision to o-oen 4=Lnew Vi etnam Veterans Outrea ch centers. - ._,• 

10:15 ~~ Question and answer period . 

10:30 ~-M You "ill join the mee ting and nake brief reTi",crks. 

10 : 35 A!·~ Press corps photo op:;:::iort unity . 

10:40 N~ Press exits and you respond to questions from g uest s . 
·: . ') 

10 : 45 AJj You are ph oto<J Y2?hed separately \,'i th each of the ~ al heacs. 
You receive the following presentations : 
1. From the Veterans of Foreign \·)ars , a Lladro porcel2in 

scul?t.ure of elephants . 
2. From the American Legion , a bound volume of reso lutions 

ac2pted at their 62nd Convention . 
3. Fr o n Reserve Officers Association, a certificate renewing 

your r.•embership in ROA . 
4. From Blinded Veterans Association, a specially ~e signed 

sculpted plaque . 

J-..1·~ On c o:-ip letion of phot.ogr2phs with all guests , y ou depart. 
List of parti ci ?an ts c.Jld talking points . 
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B?J ErPJG 

AND !-',] LJ TARY },S SOCI J..TJ Ol\'S 

1 want to th2nk you 211 for co~1n5 for this briefing on national poJicy. 

J understand that my office of Public Liaison h2s previously concucted o~her 

briefings in ~2tters of sceci2l interest to you. 

A strons n2tion2l econo~v 2nd strong n2tion2l oefense go hanc 1n h2nc , 2nd 

J \..:c:nt to th2n}; vou for the efforts of your or92niz2tior.s in hel?ing to 

::iui]d public su:Yoort for our nrocran: to ... - strengthen our country in both 2r~2s 

J 2rn p)e2sed th2t you were here for the announce~ent by our new VA 

;,d,1inistr2tor J'<Obert ;~i rrrno that \-.1 e have oecio e d to OfJen U--;:) 41 new 

Vietn2Ji1 \ieter2ns Outreach Centers 2.nc satellite centers. We are co~~itted 

to economy in all areas of governnent but my bu6get which 1s working 

its \,.;cy through Congress \-.'ill periolit the Veterans Ac..rni:iistr2tion to : 

1. operate with no reductions in personnel in the Department 

of Medicine 2nd Surgery , 

2. O?erate with no reductions in Veterans servJces . 

l~e are 91v1ng special consideration to the concerns of Vietn2m Veter2ns 

In addition t o the VA's e?idemiologic2l stu6y and 

the Air Force Ranch Hand Study, we have reestablished 2n e~n2nded 

lnteragency ~ork Group 2s the Agent Orange Work Group. 

-Yestercay, we raised its status to Cabinet Council level . 
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TELEGRAM TEXT 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND A WHITE HOUSE POLICY 

BRIEFING AND A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT ON FRIDAY, 

JULY 17, 1981 IN THE CABINET ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE 

FROM 9:30 AM UNTIL 11:00 AM. 

GUESTS SHOULD ENTER THROUGH THE NORTHWEST GATE OF THE 

WHITE HOUSE BY 9:15 AM. AS YOU R.S.V.P. TO KATHY 

CHRISTIANSEN OR MAISELLE SHORTLEY AT 202-456-2657, 

BY THURSDAY MORNING, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY 

NUMBER AND BIRTHDATE. 

CORDIALLY, 

ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FOR PUBLIC LIAISON 

l 



TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH VETERANS AND MILITARY ASSOCIATION LEADERS 

I know many of you have participated in several earlier briefings 

conducted under the auspices of Elizabeth's office, and I am very 

pleased to have the chance to meet with you today. 

I'm particularly proud of Bob Nimmo's announcement regarding the 

opening of 41 new Vietnam Veterans Outreach Centers. My administra

tion is committed to economy, efficiency and assistance for those 

who risked their lives in defense of the values we so dearly cherish. 

As you are aware, our FY '82 budget contains increases for veterans 

and will enable the VA to operate with no reductions in veterans' 

services. 

As you are aware, we are giving special consideration to the concerns 

of Vietnam veterans over Age~t Orange. Our FY '82 budget will con

tain a large increase in funding for the continued study of Agent 

Orange. In addition to the VA's epidemiological study and the Air 

Force Ranch Hand Study, we have re-established an expanded Inter

agency Work Group as the Agent Orange Work Group and, yesterday, 

we raised its status to Cabinet Council level. 

A strong national defense is not possible without a strong, vital 

economy. We need your help in re-establishing America's role of 

pre-eminence in the world. I hope I can count on your active 

support over the next few critical weeks as my tax proposal moves 

to a vote. This tax proposal is very key and a necessary element 

of my Economic Recovery Program. 



BP. JEF'ING 

BEADS OF !-',_7:>,JOR VETERANS GROUPS 

AND ~JLJTARY ASSOCIATIONS 

J "'ant to thank you all for corriing for this briefing on national ·po)icy. 

J understand that rny office of Public Liaison has previously con~ucted other 

briefings 1n m2tters of scecial interest to vou . ., 

A stronc national econo~v and strono nation2l defense oo hanc in h2nc, and _, - - .,,, 

I ~cnt to thank you for the efforts of your organizations in helping to 

bui)d public SU?port for our program to strengthen our country in both areas 

J arn pleased that you were here for the announcement by our new VA 

;,cmini strator Robert Nim-no that ,-ie have decided to open U-;:) 41 new 

Vietn2.Til Veterans Outreach Centers anc satellite centers. 1·Je are co;-;-i.,--ni t ted 

to economy in all areas of governnent but my buoget which J..s \,'orking 

1 ay through Congress ,-:i 11 perfi1i t the Veter ans Ac..rnini strati on to: 

1. operate ,~ith no reductions in personnel in the Department 

of Medicine and Surgery, 

2. operate with no reductions in Veterans services. 

We are 91v1ng special consideration to the concerns of Vietnam Veterans 

over Agent Orange. In addition to the VA's epidemiological study and 

the Air Force Ranch Hand Study, we have reestablished an exoanded 

Interagency Work Group as the Agent Orange Work Group. 

Yestercay, we raised its status to Cabinet Council level. 
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Veterans 
Administration 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Services Washington, D.C. 20420 

12021 389-2741 

News Release 

The popular Vet Center counseling service for Vietnam 

Era veterans will be expanded by 50 percent, Veterans 

Adm.inrstration chi'ef Robert P ·. Ni'!nmo announce.cl today .. 

Nimmo, who took the oath of office Ju~y 15 as 

A_dministrator of Ve.terans Affairs, said 42 new counseling 

facilities will be added to the program unde:r terms of the 

Reagan Bipartisan, Budget Resolution. 

The 42 new facilities will bring to 133 the number 

of "storefront" counseling facilities available to Vietnam 

Era veterans who may be suffering readjustment problems 

following military service during the Vietnam War. 

As he had during his confirmation hearings before the 

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee July 9, Nimmo stressed the 

fact that "while the vast majority of our Vietnam veterans 

have,successfully returned to our working society, a sub

stantial number still suffer various degrees of readjustment 

difficulty." 

-more-
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It is those veterans, he said, "whom we will continue 

to reach out to through this expanded Vet Center program." 

Nimmo said the centers typically have staffs of three 

to five persons who operate on an informal, person-to-person 

basis with Vietnam Era veterans experiencing emotional and 

other readjustment problems. 

"We hope to have all of the new centers in operation 

within three to four months," Nimmo said. Some are almost 

ready to begin operations and others will be opened as suitable 

space can be arranged and personnel recruited. 

Since the Vet Center program began operation early in 

1980, approximately 72,000 Vietnam Era veterans have been 

counseled. Nimmo said VA officials believe the new centers 

will be much more efficient than the original ones because 

contacting and counseling efficiency have been improved. 

The expectation, he said, is that the new center teams 

will be able to provide assistance to approximately 12,000 

Vietnam Era veterans in their first year of operation. 

The Vet Center program has a budget of $29,580,000 for 

fiscal year 1982. 

New facilities to be opened in the Northeast are: 

Nassau/Suffolk County, Albany, and Westchester County, N.Y.; 

Springfield, Mass.; Windsor, Vt.; Bangor, Me.; Trenton, N.J.; 

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Harrisburg, Pa. 

In the Southeast will be: Orlando, and Tampa, Fla.; 

Charlotte, N.C.; Greenville, S.C.; Atlanta, Ga.; Mobile, Ala.; 

Knoxville, Tenn.; Lexington, Ky.; Richmond, Va.; and Morgan

town, W. Va. 

-more-
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New vet Centers in the Central states will be located 

at Chicago Heights, and Peoria, Ill.; Evansville, Ind.; Sioux 

City, Ia.; Tulsa, Okla.; Lincoln, Neb.; Grand Rapids, Mich.; 

Minot, N.D.; Rapid City, S.D.; and Madison, Wisc. 

In the West will be: Contra Costa County, Fresno, and 

Riverside, Calif.; Eugene, Ore.; Spokane, Wash.; Fort Worth, 

and San Antonio, Tex.; Colorado Springs, Colo.; Window Rock, 

N.M.; and Fairbanks, Alaska. 

These are in addition to facilities in Reno, Nev., 

and Tucson, Ariz., which opened recently. 

July 16, 1981 

-, 
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For Immediate Release 

THE HHITE HOUSE 

Office of Media Liaison 

j 

July 17, 1981 

Leaders of major veterans groups and military associations were guests 
of President Ronald Reagan at a July 17 White House briefing on veterans 
affairs and economic and foreign policy. · 

In his remarks to the 28 veteran leaders, the President noted the relation 
between a strong economy and an effective defense program. He also 
stressed the Administration's commitment to our Nation's veterans. "My 
Administration is committed to ... those who risked their lives in defense 
of the values we so dearly cherish. 

"A strong national economy and strong national defense go hand in hand, 
~nd I want to thank you for the efforts of your organizations in helping 
to build public support for our program to strengthen our country in 
both areas, 11 the President said. 11 We are committed to economy in all 

, areas of government, but my budget, which is working its \'lay through 
Congress, will .permit the Veterans Administration to operate with no 
reductions in personnel in the Department of Medicine and Surgery and ... 
no reductions in veterans services." 

President Reagan also pointed out steps that are being taken with regard 
to the study of Agent Orange. "Our FY '82 budget will contain a large 
increase in funding for the continued study of Agent Orange. In addition 
to the VA's eptdemiological study and the Air Force ranch hand study, we 
have reestablished an expanded Interagency Work Group as the Agent 
Orange Work Group. Yesterday we raised its status to Cabinet Council 
level . 11 

President Reagan was joined by Vice President George Bush, who spoke on 
foreign pol icy; Under Secretary of the Treasury Norman Ture, \·1ho briefed 
on the economic program; and Administrator of Veterans Affairs Robert 
Nimmo, who ~nnounced plans to open 42 new Vietnam Veterans Outreach 
Centers. · 

The 42 new facilities will mean a 50 percent increase in the Vet Center 
counseling service for Vietnam era veterans. These centers typically 
have staffs of three to five persons who operate on an informal person 
to person basis with Vietnam veterans experiencing emotional and other 
readjustment problems. 

This program, which was begun early in 1980, has counseled approximately 
72,000 Vietnam era veterans. The expectation is that new centers will 
aid up to 12,000 persons in the first year of operation. The addition 
of these centers is made possible under terms of the Reagan Bipartisan 
Budget Resolution. 

(MORE) 
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Participants: 

Michael J. Kogutek 
National Com~ander 
American Legion 

Arthur J. Fellwock 
Commander-in-Chief 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Major General Evan Hultman USAFR 
National President 
Reserve Officers Association 

Ernest F. Pitochelli, Sr. 
National Comm3nder 
AMVETS 

Dr. George E. Sto~king 
National President 
Blinded Veterans Association 

Jerry L. Searl es 
National Commander 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 

Brigadier General Robert M. Gayno~ 
National Historian 
Legion of Valor of the U.S.A. 

Norman B. Hartnett 
National Director of Services 
Disabled American Veterans 

Michael F. Delaney 
National President 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 

William G. Fisher 
National Commander 
Veterans of World War I 

Walter W. Stachacz 
National Commander 
Catholic War Veterans 

Irving Steinberg 
National Commander 
Jewish-War Veterans 

Major Paul F. Hastings 
National Commandant 
Marine Corps League 

Phi 11 i p Smi th 
National President 
Naval Reserve Association 

2 -

Victor, R. Kregel 
President 
Air Force Association 

CMSAF Donald L. Harlow (Ret.) 
Executive Director · 
Air Force Sergeants Association 

Major Robert F. Cocklin 
Executive Vice President 
Association of the U. S. Army 

Frederick L. Jones 
Executive Director 
National Black Veterans Organization 

Jan C. Scruggs 
President 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. 

Robert 0. Muller 
Executive Director 
Vietnam Veterans of America 

Colonel John Sheffey 
Executive Vice President 
National Association for Uniformed Services 

James W. Neal 
National President 
Fleet Reserve Association 

Charles A. McKinney 
Senior Vice President 
Non-Co~missioned Officers Association 

Vice Admiral Charles S. Minter (USN Ret.) 
President 
Retired Officers Association 

Colonel Charles W. Davis 
President 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society 

Lt. General Carlos M. Talbott (USAF Ret.) 
Chief of Staff 
Military Order of the World Wars 

John M. Fisher 
President 
American Security Council 

Major General Francis S. Greenlief 
Executive Vice President 
National Guard Association 
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TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JUNE 2, 1981 

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR PRESIDENTIAL 
APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

5 minute meeting for presentation 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is 
the only veterans organization with a political 
action committee which supported the President's 
candidacy for President of the U.S. in 1980. 
This was totally unprecedented. 

The VFW has 1.9 million members. They were 
the first veterans group to come over to 
support the Reagan Bi Partisan Budget in the 
House. 

President Reagan has spoken often before 1980 
to VFW meetings. He made a drop-by at the VIP 
reception prior to the VFW national banquet in 
March, 1981. But he did not appear at the 
banquet. 

June 3 or 4 DURATION: 5 minutes 
(VFW Commander Fellwock will only be in town 

June 3 and 4) 

OVAL OFFICE 

Arthur Fellwock, National Commander of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. 

Cooper T. Holt, Executive Director, Washington 
Office 

Presentation of Lladro porcelain sculpture of 
elephants and handshake 

Thank you for scuipture and continued support 

Photo of presentation 

Dr. Donald Custis, Acting V. A. Administrator 

Morton C. Blackwell 

I 



~ Veterans 
~ Administration 

JUN 2 1981 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
The ¼Thi te House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

W ashin gton, D.C. 20420 

We have been advised that Mr. Arthur Fellwock, Commander-in
Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, has requested an 
appointment with the President in order to present him with 
a porcelain elephant sculpture. 

As you know, Mr. Fellwock was a strong personal supporter 
of the President during the campaign and presently represents 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars which for the first time in its 
long history took a position in support of a Presidential 
candidate. 

We think this offers a splendid opportunity for the President 
to recognize the support of Mr. Fellwock and, through him, 
the support of the Veterans of Foreign Wars during the 
campaign. This support has carried forward and was notable 
in the recent successful effort to obtain Congressional approval 
of the Grarnrn-Lattq compromise. 

We strongly urge that Mr. Fellwock's request be honored if 
the President's sched~le will permit. 

Si'ncerely, 

\IC C, 
\~U-0:: 

DONALD L. CUSTIS, M.D. 
Acting Administrator 

_, 



XECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Mr. James Baker, III 
Chief of Staff and 

Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

VETERANS O F F O RE IGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

July 2, 1981 

._s-.~~ ~~~~-- Q_r · • ~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~E~L~¥.~~~2.: 
~ ~ Je:~~g_Nation :..ui;~_~:;:-', ·nur .. -£@f wock#-:::-..;i:O - : -c: 

mee - ·wi ~ r E:s ~ . e ~-~-ai.~n~ -~~.y~i.ij e~£ e·L•~-~i°2.~fi~~ ~hot ·" ·· 
un e-r-s -@~liat~b.

1

e.st~ s--:-not_, geeIL..for.t _CEfill:Il~ -·~ -- ,_ -
,S:5 - ._ t pv> e :We=tk:it:.::i - ~~-~~~·~:.:- __ ....:.- -~ ,,_ . ~ 

I am sure you realize, Mr. Baker, our organization's Political Action 
Committee endorsed President Reagan la · s were not as 

· ay. Incidentally, 
911

~:r..a ~ "' Y__ 
,e;;;~==;,,, ~ l!!.:W~~~~,~:- In addition, our organization too the lead so 

zations go in endorsing the Gramm-Latta Budget 
Amendment in the House of Representatives. 

Finally, at a time when a few Vietnam Veterans are rece1vmg much news 
media coverage demanding to see the President, it would appear to me 
it would be good politics for the President to see a national veterans 
organization leader whose membership presently boasts over one half 
million Vietnam veterans. 

Your cooperation in obtaining this request would cer t a inly be appreciated . 
1 may be reached by phone at 543-2239. 

CTH:nlp 

Sincerely y our s, 

~-

CO~LT 
Executive Director 

V.F.W. MEMORIAL BUILDING e 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. e WASHINGTON, D.C. 2000 2 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

7 July 1981 

Dear Mr. Holt: 

Thank you for your letter of 2 July 1981 to Mr. Meese, 
informing us that you are working with Mrs. Dole's office to 
try to arrange an appointment for your National Commander
in-Chief, Arthur Fellwock, to meet with President Reagan. 

We have checked with the President's scheduling office and 
was informed that your request for an appointment with the 
President has been received and it is presently under 
consideration. Also, you will be hearing from their office 
shortly, or through Mrs. Dole's office in the very near 
future. 

It goes without saying that your support of President Reagan 
has been outstanding and greatly appreciated. If we can be 
of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mr. Cooper T. Holt 
Executive Director 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

of' the United States 
V.F.W. Memorial Building 
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Assistant Counsellor 
to the President 
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if 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

XECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Mr. Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

July 2, 1981 

My office has been working with Mrs. Dole's office trying to arrange an 
a ointment for our National Commander-in-Chief, Artbu:i::__Fellwock, to 
meet with Presi ent eagan at his convenience. For reasons I cannot 
understand, that request h~ot been f~rthcoming. 

I am sure you realize, Mr. Meese, our organization's Political Action 
Committee endorsed President Reagan last. July when things were not as 
certain as they are today. Incidentally, we were the only veterans 
organization to do so. In addition, our organization took the lead so 
far as veterans organizations go in endorsing the Gramm-Latta Budget 
Amendment in the House of Representatives. 

Finally, at a time when a few Vietnam Veterans are receiving much news 
media coverage demanding to see the President, it would app>ear to me 
it would be good politics for the President to see a national. ,,v :eterans 
organization leader whose membership presently boasts over,_ one half 
million Vietnam veterans. 

Your cooperation in obtaining this request would certainlf be appreciated. 
I may be reached by phone at 543-2239. 

CTH:nlp 

Sincerely yours, 
~.,,,..,,.,,,..- . 

/ / ~~ 

- COOPt R T. HOLT 
Exec~tive Director 

V.F.W . MEMORIAL BUILDING e 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. e WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
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