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TAN

WA S811
LUl BZ4-8700

March 10, 1982

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Camille Monzon-Khamsei

The Honorable President Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

| am Chairman of the Board of the Seattle Indian Center, Inc. The

Seattle Indian Center receives funding for employment and training through
CETA, Title |11, Section 302,

I have learned of your plan fto eliminate the employment and training
programs for off-reservation Indians. 1 feel that economic recovery will
not be helped by lumping all CETA Programs under one title, and aiming it

toward our young. We need a national program to address The special needs
of 1 Urban Indian.

In the 1940's the Federal Government encouraded the Indian people fo
migrate to urban areas as part of a plan to assimilate them info a dominant
society. Urban Indians perceived that the relocation efforts of the
Federal Government "has basically accomplished nothing more fthan a tran:
fer of the crisis from the reservation fo the urhan setting, where tha s

~

Problems of disorientation in white society, pocr teal™h, crvert 22 7 0e-
ited opportunities for erplc,men® wore coroolrces o, 702 zZraznce 0F Fetoo
supzert that was given to indians still on ~he ressriz® 20z "

Today, Urban Indians comprise over 52% of the tribal population in
the State of Washington. Therefore, over half of the Indian population
of the State of Washington do not enjoy reservation residency, nor do they
have access To programs and services avalilable on the reservation.

In Seattle, King County, the Urban Indians have an unemployment rate
of 40%, a youth suicide rate of 4 fimes the national average, a life ex-
pentancy of 47.2 years, a 25% poverty level, and 63% are not high school
graduates. These figures show unequivocally the need for programs specif-
ically aimed at off-reservation Indians. The Seattle Indian Center is one
such program.















































































































































