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y Road, Apt. 715
Virginia 22311

1

Mr. Morton Blackwell

0ffice of Public Liaison
Exec. Office of the President
Rm. 128

01d Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

Exactly sixty days have passed since my employment wi
of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) was termir
days have passed since my employment with BIA began.
any assistance you could provide concerning four problems.

On May 27, 1980 my employment at the Veterans Administration (Central
Office Personnel Service) was terminated, so I could begin a graduate
summer internship with the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (a Federal
agency). During my temporary appointment at the Veterans Administration,
they verified all previous Federal employment. Nineteen days lapsed
between my employment with PBGC and BIA. A considerable amount of time
was 1ost, as a result of BIA's request that my official personnel folder
be forwarded from the incorrect . oderal agency. The first problem is
that my service computation date has not been changed.

My second problem is that I have not been paid for my accrued annual
leave. BIA appears to have been negligent in making the payment in a
timely manner.

The third problem is closely related to the second problem. My “Leave
and Earnings Statement (form 5-1515A Rev. July 74)" has not arrived

at my home. The last statement was for number 3 (for the period ending
January 24, 1981). While a treasury payroll check has been received
for the period ending February 7, 1981, the leave statement did not
arriv . Therefore, the accuracy of the payment, withholdings, and
accrued leave cannot be verified without that statement.

Tt fourth and final problem pertains to the refund of the Civil Service
Retirement func . BIA has informed me that they sent the paperwork over
to the Office ot Personnel Management on March 17, 1981 (38 days after

I left the Bureau). I would appreciate any efforts you could take which
would lead to the expeditious processing of my retirement funds. The
absence of the refund denies me the opportunity to enga¢ in various
financial opportunities.



Once again, thank you for any assistance you can provide. If you have
any questions, I cant reached at 673-4315,
With kind regards,

Sincerely,

raul cugene mMmorgan



















































THE WHITE H_. JSE

WASHINGTON

November 25,

Dear Bill:

I enjoyed meeting with you for lunch. Thanks

for the Ei :nhower article.

Please stay in touch. Give my best to the
Williamsons. I hope we can be helpful to

each other in the future.

Cordially,

./

Morton C. B!
Special Ass:

William E. Claypool
10 Chas Drive
Tacon , WA 98493
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amusing. Her concerns were totally home, husband.

and family. "Tke never brought his troubles home
with him,” she told me after his death. “People
would ask me what he thought about something or
other, and 1 could look them in the eye and say.,
Tdont know.”

Once when my wife. John, and [ were having
dinner at the farm with the President, the four of
us alone. John brought up the name of Kay
Summersby. Eisenhower's attractive British war-
time secretary. whose association with him had for
vears inspired gossip. What was she doing now?,
John asked. lke handled it perfectly. I thought:

a bit hurt. perhaps. he simply told John the little
he knew. He was an exceedingly controlled man.
able to submit his mind to fact even in this

most personal of episodes. Nothing could better
illustrate his humility. No defense. no denial.

no anger. He was just with himself as with others.

Incidentally, on no occasion did I ever see Mrs.
Eisenhower do what people who are supposed to
have an alcohol problem do: drink too much or
drink nothing whatsoever. One more instance
of vicious gossip.

yrom the first moment in Gettysburg, I knew

. I'was entering an experience of a lifetime.
j & Yet from the start | recognized. as [ feel
sure the President did, the inherent irritants in
the association we had entered. I had heard about
the General's reticence with praise and the
Eisenhowers' tightness with money—undoubtedly
the product of long years on an Army salary. Into
the bargain this tight-fistedness was. if anything.
exceeded by that of Eisenhower’s canny Scots
publisher and longtime friend. Chairman Douglas
Black of Doubleday. who negotiated my salary.

[ knew all this going in. But I could never totally
forget that I had taken a cut in income and was
churning out page after page of a book that would
bring Eisenhower and publisher a great sum—a
book that, however generous Eisenhower’s acknowl-
edgments. they would pretend was written. every
word, by the General himself. And it didn't help
to send him regularly Christmas and birthday
presents and receive a letter in return.

The President, on his side. must surely have
looked at me as someone who could injure him.
What, he must have asked, will this young whipper-
snapper say about me? I, conversely, had
constantly to ask, am I being bent to someone
else’s purpose? It all came down to this: How can
anyone give much friendship to an underling who
is also in part a spy? And how can an underling

like someone who has so much power over him?

These questions remained. But as time went on,
answers began to emerge. The President did. with
some mild prompting, write generous acknowledg-
ments in both volumes. He did give Mary and me.
again with some gentle prompting. a signed
painting of the Gettysburg autumn woods. which
we treasure. And the lasi [t we ever sent him—a
small terra-cotta medallion of Europa and the Bull
—he had hanging in his office, almost alone in a
wide expanse of wall, on his last day in Gettysburg.
And this valuing of my small gift, this time
unprompted. I consider the most memorable and
touching of all.

The placing of that medallion resulted not from
my suggestion and not from my contribution to
the memoirs. but from another event—one that
ushered in a third reliving of the Eisenhower White
House years.

In 1967. the memoirs completed. I began
tentatively drafting an account of my own of that
presidency. And to get the General's reaction, |
sent him a thirty-page summary piece titled ~Of
Ike and Myths and History.” sprung from my
outrage at the discrepancy between the President
as seen by many journalists and historians— genial.
unintelligent. inactivi  wnd the President as
[ knew him.

In this document. I was saying things he could
not or would not say in his own defense. and his
response could not have thrilled me more. It was
not only encouraging. but humbling and moving to
see the gratitude of this monumental man for the
fact that someone. anvone, would at long last
write a word of outright praise for his performance
in office.

From that crucial day until the last time I saw
him—late in 1968, on his deathbed at Walter Reed
Hospital —we spoke and corresponded about the
project, which has resulted in this book. He sent
me suggestions and asked friends to help. And the
atfection and trust on both sides I shall remember
the rest of my life.

.1 this final period I haved lived through the
l Eisenhower presidency for the third time. as
a historian. looking at both the events and
the man himself in retrospect. against swiftly
changing backdrops and with the explosion of new
sources of information.

One by one. the happenings and revelations of
the late sixties and of the seventies have thrown
new scenery behind the Eisenhower administration.
Vietnam. Merle Miller’s publication of Harry

Washington University Magazine
























































