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MEMORANDUM

The President has seen__ wy
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON o A (
SEéRET August 3, 1981
INFORMATION o K

@

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT p L

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN
SUBJECT: Brezhnev's Health
’some interesting 25X1
comments on Brezhnev's health:
o It is apparent that Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev's

health problems affect his ability to play a
meaningful leadership role. Brezhnev is being
proped up politically as well as physically by a
~group that is attempting to carry out Brezhnev's
policies and this group seems lacking in military
representation.

o On more than one occasion Brezhnev had to be escorted
from a meeting because of his incoherence or inability
to sustain a dialogue. He occasionally had to be
helped in his chair when he leaned forward and could
not return to an upright position.

o l_:llheJ:e_sﬁzssa.?:ﬁ_fimes when Brezhnev's interpreter responded
comments without waiting for Brezhnev's 25X1

reply [ | found very disconcerting. The 25X1
Soviets offered no explanation or apology other to
warn that Brezhnev could not stand long 25X1

negotiating sessions.

cc: The Vice President

Ed Meese
Mike Deaver w&g 55« o
Bl Wi-3 vodie EV-MN@QA DATE -L[ﬁ/ﬂ/
SECRET

Review July 21, 1987
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No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/10/08 : NLR-748-21-36-6-9 0 9 2.
W’ INL. L)

MEMORANDUM 6K
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 4346

/70(11

July 21, 1981

7

SEZRET

" MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN

FROM WILLIAM L. STEARMAN\.L
SUBJECT: : Brezhnev's Health
Lﬁ lsome 25X1

interesting comments on Brezhnev's health:

—-—- On more than one occasion Brezhnev had to be
escorted from a meeting because of his incoherence or
inability to sustain a dialogue,

- [ | Brezhnev is being 25X1
proped up politically as well as physically by a group
that is attempting to carry out Brezhnev's policies
and that this group seems lacking in military representa-
tion.

cc:  Richard Pipes

. SEC_RQ '

Review ém July 21, 1987 RF&DFT
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The Honorable William E. Brock
United States Trade Representative
Executive Office of the President
600 17th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20506

Dear Ambassador Brock:

In a few days you will discuss the sale of American grain
to the Soviet Union with representatives of the U.S.S.R. It is |
our belief that this is an opportunity to discuss three matters of
utmost concern to those of us involved in the human rights struggle:

the persecution of religious groups in Russia who gather-to pray:

the refusal by the Soviet government to permit the teaching
of the Hebrew language;

the refusal to permit emigration from the U.S.S.R.

Since the grain embargo against the Soviet Union was lifted,
new arrests and trials of people who expressed their religious
or cultural beliefs have taken place. Christian and Jewish groups
who gather to pray or learn their culture are still persecuted.
The numbers of those permitted to leave the U.S.S.R. are the lowest
of recent years.

We urge you to discuss these troubling matters with Soviet
representatives in Vienna. Indeed, man does not live by bread
alone. If we are to provide grain to the Russian people, we should
try to provide them with the freedom to pursue spiritual nourish-
ment as well. Any eventual agreement reached should contain clauses
stating the Soviet Union will not restrict prayer gatherings, the
teaching of Hebrew culture and language, or emigration from the
SoW et Union.

Sincerely,

m ?i MM-/ZZ‘?’

ROBERT K DORNAN, M.C.

PAUL ST M.C.
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