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MS, CLARK: Mr. Minister. welccme to ISSUES AND ANSYJERS. “

MR, VASEV Thank you.

MR, CLARK: fhere's been a ;hilling of relﬁtions between
the United States and your country since the Reagan Adminisiraticn
tock office bringing concarn that a serious cénfrontation could be
ceveloping. Would ycu begin by giving us your perscnal view of
Presideﬁt Reagan and the toucher line he's taking toward the
Soviet Unicn, and what it all heans in terms of Soviet American
relations? B

MR. VASEV: Mr. Clark, you are érawing ﬁe iﬁto = into a
situation when I can't speak pefsonally about the President of the
United States, the gentleman who is.the leader of your country and
as ah:accredited represgntative. I could only3speak on my poli
cies. on my coudtry’s éolicy, how theée policies react or counter
react with the pélicy of this Administration.
a What in QarticularAwould you like to hear from me?
MR. CLARK: Well let me nut it this way. The President
began a few‘days aftcr his inauguration‘by accusing Soviet leaders
of reserving the right, qubte,v*to cormit any crime. to lie. or to
cheat.“‘ He has warned since then of dire consequenqes if'you
inva&e Poland and aécused vou of cbliabo?ation in commgnist efforts
tc take over El Salvador. Many Americans share those views. And ny
question really is where coes that ieave detente?

MR. VASEV: Unfortunately that was said. We live in the 20s-

of the 208th Century. Andé if we continue to view each other with
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oﬁtmcde; categories then we are in for a-lot of troubla. The
Scviet Union and thé_United States ﬁust find a way to accommodate
each other, live in peace, cocperate and not confront eaqh'other

Now that is not an easy task. chody isAfrying to p;esent
it. BDut in the openiﬁgiremarks of your progrém.you’ve ncted the ‘
.mentioning cf the C§ﬁgress wﬂich Qe had, the 26thAParty Congress,
which looked into the next five yéars of Soviet internal and
external politics, plus had a giimpse of what we will‘bg doing in
the next fivé'years. So it's a ten year span‘for the whole f&Cs.

Now it‘s 2 program which we will do our bes; +O carry
throuch. It’s a program which we feél is in the best interests of
the Soviat people.vAnd if we wish to have it a successful program,
we’'ll have to find waya‘of maintainihgvdetengé, maiqtaining ccop
'erétive relatiohé with any coﬁntry in . the world tﬁat‘wishes to
have that. It's not =-- We're not asking for favors. We are just
stating ou% posiiion and would like teo work with the present
Admiﬁistration, with all other countries who wish to hévé norgal»
relations with us.

MR. VANOCUR: .Mr. finister, that immediately cpens ué the
quéstioh. Is the Soviet Union trxrying to pursue detente with
* Western Eufope, and pursuing it tn breaking off the alliance
between the United States and the NATO countries?
| MR. VASEV: No. f could teil yéu that wa nerfectly well

see the role which the United States Qléys in worldé affairs. the

importance of Soviet-American relatiops, I want t» underline. So
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ijquldigay that it’'s a superficial notinn .hat fhe Soviet Union 65
could pursue detente with West European allies of thae United

States and have a confrontational attitude nr relaticnship with

the United States. Dut we'll try to work with every power who

cees noti—— wﬁo does nct lcok at the world todayrfrom a confronﬁa'
tional_point of view..fhe world is sick and tired of an arms race,
of tensioﬁ, and the leséon of the-SOS énd 7bs is that we should

move alcng a mere positive line than just being engaced in an
unrestricteé arms race.

MR. VANOCUR: Hr. Minister,‘pursuing that thcugh, President
Srezhnev adopted a Frehch preposal about building zones of confid -
ence. This comes out of the Eelsinki Agreement, warnipg about troop
manuevers and so fortg, talks about what is in effect a phrase
from DeGaulle -- Europe from the Atlantic t; the Uraig. No#:is“
that not in pursuance of something like a nuclear-free zone?
ﬁR. VASEV: No, it is not because nuclear-free zones iﬁ
this pa;ticular picture do not enter. There are cther proposals

dealing with nuclear-free zones. But in this particular case of

confidence-building measures envisaged by the Helsinki Accoxds,

we really took up certain sugqgestions that this zone should be
extended and it's a wise move on our part.

MR. QANOCUR: In terms of confidence-building measures
what i3 going to be the reaction in Moscow to the latest announce:-

.ment abnut a rather sizeable increase‘in the U.S. military budget?
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MR, VASEV:™ I would say that we will lonk into this most
carefully. We don't consider this as a stem towards peace. It's

actually being -~ The arms pile-up is clearly cdesicnated to

influence the Soviet Union.. The Soviet Union could not be influen-

*

ced by, by threats. You can onlﬁ coogeratg with ﬁs-

- MR. CLARK: .Mr. Min;ster, in the view of Western leaders
it is the Soviet Union in the last feﬁ y=ars that has.beén engagad
in an arms race. Ancd ynu said a moment ago the world is sick and
tiréd of an arms race. You, for instance, have been deployving .
medium-range missiles aimed at‘Western Eurona ét the rate of about
oné every five'days. That’s sométhing that crncerned Eritaiﬁ’s
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher greatly when she was in this
counﬁfy.last'wéek° = B | o

: Don’t'you have to examine yourselves and what‘you have been
~doing to build-up arms in the recent years?

MRL VASEV:~ Yes, we examine ourselves;Aou; prcgrgms. TQ

correct you on certain points, we have not inc;gase& our-mediqm-
range nuclear arsenals in Eﬁrope. ?e’fe.replaced some of the mo;'e~

-

nld weapons with new ones. Zut --

MR. CLARK: BDut if I may interrupt you, you're replacing
©ld missiles that have single warheads with the new SS-20s that

have triple warheads.

MX. VASEV- Yes. Dut how manyv weapons 2oes the United

-

States -~ nuclear weapons have on European scil. I've seen some
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~ some figures ..ke 7000. That's a formida_le arsenal. IO

ﬁow we have nct increased our dround forces in Testern ---
in Europe. We have not -~ We even reduced them quite receﬁtly now .
And thé answer.which we get is a Euild—up nf Americén forces
around the world. "

VMR. CLARK: Well, iet me'ask éhis.:Pfesident Brezhnev
.Yecently proposed a meoratorium on middle-range nucleaf missiles in
Europe. That moratorium was discussed today by our Secrstary of
Defznse, Mr: ﬁeinberger, who said it would -- We couldn;t enter
into arms talks at this stace becaﬁSe a moratorium would freeze
‘the Pussians in a pbsitibn of superiority.'President Brezhnev
cffered back in 1379 to reduce the nﬁmber of Soviet missiles
targeted on Wéstern.Eurgpé, Is that offer sti%l open?

MR. VAQEV: If you.IOOk.carefullf intc the proposal made
by President Brezhnev at the last Party Congfess, just a few days‘
ago. yod’ll find that the moratorium is a measure designed to
open ﬁp talﬁs between.the Soviet_Union and the United States on
the one hand, the Warsaw Treaty countries and NATO countries on
\the other‘ﬁand,‘in order to find a way,.first, of limiting, and
secéndly, recucing ngclear armaments in Eurcpe. |

- MR. CLARK: Is that cffer of 1972 to reducs still open
before we talk of a.mcratoriumz |

- MR.'VASEV; I would say that.offcr, as a maﬁter of prin-
cip;g,.stands. But it waé accompaniad by our asking ﬁhe United

States and we are still asking that, Fhat for the time of the
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negontiatisns there shéuld be no actual incr Ye in, in -~ in pre-
Pariﬁg the introduction of now,; new weapens, new medium~range:
weapons of American origin into -~ into Europe. It is not a
modernization. It's . a false word pecple try to usé, modernizing
NATO nuclear forces. It’s the introduction'into the, at the door-
:steps of thé Séviet Uni0n ccmpletelyAnew types of weapons.

MR. VANOCUR: Dut Mr. Minister, doesn't every discussion

on this matter f£all right to the ground if the Soviet Union inter--

venes militarily in Poland?

MR, VASBEV: Now see I find that when people try to discuss
Soviet-Polish relations in this manner it does service to nqbody.
The Soviet Unicn and ?olandlare two allied fraternal socialist

countires. And that relationship is based precisely on this -— on

Bl

these facts.
I could say that those who profess certain objections to,
for instance as you voiced a few moments ago, that the Soviet

‘Union is trying to develove relations of detente with scme of the

allies of the United States, while having difficult relations -at

this moment with the United States, on the one hand. 2nd on the
other hand., they seem to claim ceftain‘rights £o I woul? say to
‘meddlerintp Soviet-Polish reiatibns, That will not work.

MR. CLARK: Mr, Minister, if T mayhéré just gucte Sacre-
tary Heinbergér, who alsq said today aboﬁt Pcland. “The Soviets

have a very, very larce military presence on each side of Peland

ané in Peland and that your current military activity appears



de?iGneé to intir” Yate the Pclish people ff\ any furthéi‘ movement 12
tcward thé liberties that they are seeking." |

Would you agree Qith that?

MR. VASEV: If there is any iniimidation itAis done by
statements likeAthaé. We'vé never—said anything about‘the use of
,forqes by the Scviet Union with regard to our friend apd.élly,

It's the Americans ére shouting their heads off in ;eéeht days.

MR. VANOCUR: But haven't the East Germans the the Czeacho
slovak proéag&nda organs made thése threags oing back to December?
| MR, VASEV: I challéhge you fo produce -- Not é éingle
threatening word was ever used and that's the statement of fact.

- MR. CLARPK: We're going to take a short break here. We'll

be back in just a moment with more ISSUES AND ANSWERS.

-

=~ = -

(Announcemeﬂt%.)
MR, CﬁARK: 6ur guest 1S Minister Counsellor Vasev of the
Soviet Embassy iniwashington. And with me is ABC News Chief

— Diélqmétic-Corréspcndent, Sapdor Vanocur. | ' .

MR. VANOCUR: Mr. Vasev, explain something to:me;

MR. VASEV: Yes, yes. o

MR. VANOCUR: You're appearing here. A cnlleacue of_yours
appeared on“Face the Naticn last weekl Ynu.wére on cable televi-
sion aboﬁt’a menth ago. Mr. Zamjatin, who 1is very‘clcse to
Ptesidgnt Grezhnev holds news éonferences, Néw I haven’'t seen

this since the days of Mikojan ccming here,. then Khrushchev,

Ambassador Menshikov, and then Dobrynin coming here. Is the
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.Seviet Union erfiged in conducting a peacr\offensive; or is thislz)
thé result;an scme people in Washington f;el; of the'Aﬁministra~
ticn's tough line of El Szlvador, International Codé bf-Conduct,
and your feaction to it?

MR. VASEV: No. All Soviét diplomats are undefstanding
instructions to explain the‘policy of the Soviet ﬁnion in any con- .
ceivable way; Now we naver shied inviiétions to speak and I could
speak from my experience cn tﬁese matters.

Now thera is an additional thiﬁg which enters this +this
—-- the picture at this moment. We just had cur Party Congress.
Irportant decisions taken for years to ccme. And we thoﬁght it ~-
I think it persénilly ié's wise to'try to explain what it is all

about. Ané my colleagues as well. Mr. Zamjatin, for instance, was

™
&

speakihg’ésjthe Chief Press Qfficer of the Congresé, so his
position was qlearcﬁt, asvcoﬁing from Moscow .

MR. VANOCUR: Seé what I think the Ameiican perple would '
like to knoﬁ'flowing from the.Party Coqgress énd all the talk
about peace that President Srezhnev méde is the true purpése of
_the ‘Soviet Union in the world. Does it want the equalitf that a
great nation and a great power has? Qr does it want -— And I want
to reac soﬁething from Ambassador Charles Bolen, who is a very |
acute studént‘of the Soviét Unicn. He wrcte in his memoirs in
1372 . "I don’t think‘we can look fbr&ard to a.traﬁquil world so
leng as the,S§viet Union cperates in its ‘present form. The only .

hope and this is a fairly thin one, is that at some point the-
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Seviet Unior would begin to act like a ccountry instead of a

cause.

MR. VASEV: I would say this is a very sad statément. If
really distinguished hﬁéfican,dipldmats means that then we afe in
for‘a hard tiﬁe..Real;y-the Scviet Union wants peace, wants peaée-
ful and cooperaﬁive relétioné with the oﬁtside world, the United
States including;‘And really we want ﬁo de *his on a basis of
egquality. Dut we have certain ideology conceptions of how the
world Cevelops. The United@ States has as well.

There is a basis for our relationship which is'called
peaceful éogxistence of countries with d&ifferent sccial systems

and it was our old line, and we continue to abide by it.

™
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MR. CLARK: W%Well let me ask you this. The United States
has taken the position historically,; ever since the Monrce
Joctrine in 1%£23, that we have a snecial interest in opposing

foreign intervention in this hemisphere. Does the Soviet Union
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ackncwledge this or razcornize, appreciate. or have special
concerns akout foreign penetration into this hemisphere?

MR..VASEV; We live now in 13°1. I con‘t know whether
there 1is ény need for-the Scviet Union té either confirm or not
confirm certain dogtrines of more than a hundred years old.

MR. CLARX: DBut Mr. Minister, ydu certainly, your country
has exercised a special cconcern in Afghénistan. Do you grant us
any such spegial interest in our own front yard, or back yarc?

MR. VASEV: We have no need and nowdesire to carve the
worldAbetween the United Stateé and the Soviet Union. it would he
against everything which you prnfess you stand for_and.we pro-—
fess we stand for.

*  MR. VANOCUR: Mr7 Minister, the Soviet Union has needs,

recocnized needs by itself and by its adversa:ies'for security.
That's.not arguable. The question arises, I think; in the minds
".of;ﬁany Américans, how far éan_tﬁe United States and its allies
co £o satisfying the Soviet ﬁnion's need.forAsecurity without
. Creating insecurity on our part?

MR. VASEV: It'g possible. We cculd find a lot of ways
to really sétisfy, as ybu would say, apd I would say, legitimate-
'sccurity ncec‘is.' Needs which should be pursuéd I would say in
trying td find out on a cocperative basis and not on a confronta-

tional basis. As soon as ynu start -- we start to confront each

other and -- then we are blcocking our, our willpower to try to
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really understand each other’s pcsition. . ‘
MR. VENOCUR: Do you see the Soviet Union ncw, your

government, in a confrontational status with the United States
as of today? |

MR. VASEV: F:om time to time, yes, u&fortunateiy. We are
being confronted; let us'say, on the non—problém of Soviet arms
into El Salvador. We are confronted, I would say, from time to 
time, on:the non~problem of Soviet-Polish relations. We are
'éonfronted from time to time on various issues which we raally
think are nct -- should not be confrontational.

MR. CLARK: Well couldh’f‘you help defuse the situaticn
in El Salvador and avoid any confrontation by §ﬁttin§ the word
out to other communistﬁpléc countries te stor sending arms tarany
countries that end up in El Salvador?

MR. VASEV: See, you are trying to subscribe to the
deiét Union a part‘in.internétional affairs which it does not
want to play. We are not mentors of our friends. And.you seem to
be wishing us to admonish them, instruct them,‘£each them. If
you have érobleﬁ with cur;friénds, ask them.v

MR. CLARK: Well do you haﬁe any -—

MR. VASEV: Don't try to make them look as nét scvereicgn
and independent countrieﬁ,.

MR. CLARK: Well I take it £hat yoﬁ have some concern

about builcding confrontation in the world cor you wouldn't be

here today. Do you have any suggestions as to hcw the danger of
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confrontation e/~ be muted? | o~ - I?
MR. VASEV: Yes, Ha§e resnect for nther countries and

half cf your problems will be solvad.
M2. CLARK: Mr, Minister, thank y~u very much for being

with us toiay. .

MR. VASEV: Thank vou.
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B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)}(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions {(b)(8) of the FOIA}
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: COUNTRY FILE KDB 10/22/2015
File Folder FOIA
USSR (3/31/81-4/4/81) F03-002/5
SKINNER
Box Number
21 174
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
169772 CABLE 2 4/4/1981 Bl
MOSCOW 4639

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
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B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gitft.
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