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.MEMOR~NDUM ~ 
......... .... .. 

0507 13 
THE WHITE HO US 

WASHINGTON 

The President haa seen Jl~fl 

February 27, 19 1 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN~ 

SUBJECT: Soviet Space Spectacular (U) 

There is a chance that the Soviets will attempt a manned 
space spectacular prior to our space Shuttle launch, now 
scheduled for early April. I 

..__ ___ __ __J~ Regardless of application--civil or military--
the Soviets certainly would publicize the event as another 
"space first" to gain prestige. Moreover, it would likely 
be timed to compete with the publicity attending a successful 
Shuttle launch.(~ 

This possible Soviet event--even if exaggerated--is not the 
equal of the Shuttle. It is indeed only a logical next step 
in the extensive Soviet manned space program. Nevertheless, 
it may take on inappropriate significance with worrysome 
political and military overtones. As with Sputnik, it might 
be vi~~d as being a greater threat than is actually the 
case.'\~ 

We need to take precautions to assure that the us Government 
is able to respond to anticipated inquiries in a way that 
places the possible Soviet event in proper perspective. 
Accordingly, I have directed that an interdepartmental task 
force examine what the Soviets are up to and how we should 
respond, both substantively and in termp of public relations. 
I will keep you informed.(°'\., I 

25X1 
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SECRET A~ACHMENT 

l"" ~DO'ON ~ 
0 , 0>ss1FIFD !SN0~{1.f; r µO 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RICHARD ALLENf 
BEN HUBERMAN 
MIKE BERTA ,r;__,,,t)J 
ART MORRISSEY (OSTP) vt-
Soviet Space Spectacular (U) 

#507 (Add-on) 

~ 

As you requested, we have prepared a short information memo 
to the President at Tab A that alerts him to the possible 
Soviet space spectacular. 

Recommendation: 

That you sign me1,pndum at Tab A. 

Approve ____________ Other ___________ _ 

UNCLA 

It 



- ..... 

Office· of Mr. Allen -

Please call 632-2541 

upon receipt. Thank you. 

/5 
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