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- The Great Game G?)é?()ﬂ

ikhail Gorbachev faces a chal-
M lenge entirely worthy of his
abilities as a master politician.

The task before him is to make sure
that a withdrawal of Soviet forces
from Afghanistan, if it takes place,
does not diminish full Soviet contro}
of the country.

His predecessors spilled Soviet
blood to invade Afghanistan. Mr. Gor-
bachev will build on what they
achieved — Soviet domination of Af-
ghanistan for the first time in history.
He will struggle to keep Soviet control
without more cost in Soviet lives. If he
succeeds he will be g hero at home
and in the world and still maintain
Soviet power in South Asia. -

You do not have to be a‘cynic or even
particularly skeptical about Mr. Gor-
bachev to realize that this is his im-
mediate goal. He already has estab-
lished much.of the political and mili-
tary structure in Afghanistan neces-
sary to achieve it. This will be left be-
Jhind when Soviet troops march out.

He would fail in his duty as guardian
of Soviet power if he did not at least
try. He would be turning his back on
what Moscow historically has believed
are deep Russian interests in Afghani-

" 'stan. He would be betraying the Soviet

Army’s sacrifices, He could not last
long in power if he just gave up and
walked away from Afghanistan.

For almost 200 years, Russian
rulers, Czarist or Bolshevik,- have
tried to conquer Afghanistan. Kipling
called it *‘the Great Game.”

Now, control of Afghanistan puts the
Soviet empire at the doors of the Indian
subcontinent. Moscow need not invade
Pakistan and India. All it has to do is
knock firmly; it will be heard.

_ Afghariistan also puts Soviet power
within tank distance of the warm
waters of the Indian Ocean. From Af-
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lghanistan, the Sogviet Union can ‘mm'/e
deep into Iran, A true prize, Afghani-

. stan, for a great imperial power.

.But the Afghan resistance made
Moscow pay a price: 10,000 Soviet
lives, a wound that never was
stanched, bitterness in the mouths of
Soviet parents. Mr. Gorbacheyv is flex-
ible enough to see that perhaps con-
trol can now be maintained without
the Red Army and that in the future
only Afghan blood need be shed.

Soviet troop withdrawal will leave
behind a puppet Government whose
ministries are laced with Soviet ‘‘ad-
visers.” This regime has international
recognition. It also has a well-trained
army, years of military supplies, and a

What Soviet
pullout will
leave behind.

Soviet-created air fofce. It has a
powerful secret police with close ties to
the K.G.B. It has the prospect of unend-

ing Soviet-bloc economic assistance.

The Afghan resistance will find itself
alone, without the U.S. military assist-
ance that has kept it fighting, It will be
under pressure to join a Communist-
dominated government. If it does not
the world will shake its finger, call
them naughty and turn away.

One million Afghans have died.
Five million, a third of the nation, are
in exile. The Afghans deserve an
honorable peace. It is up to the United
States, which profited from the stun-
ning bravery of the Afghan resist-

ance, to struggle for it.

1. Moscow must agree to meet with
the Afghan resistance. Three countries
— the U.S., Pakistan, the Soviet Union
— are determining the fate of a fourth..
Something like this happened once be-
fore, in 1938, in Munich. )

2. The U.S. should try to wiggle out
of its incredible commitment to end
aid to the resistance when the Rus-
sians begin to pull.out, replacmg it
with a phased cutoff.

3. The withdrawal agreements
should remove not just Soviet troops
but the small army of “experts.”

4. The powerful Soviet air and com-
munication bases must be disman-
tled, not turned over to Kabul and the
“experts ”

5. Territory along the Soviet-Af-
ghan frontier thdt has been annexed
de facto by Moscow should be re-

turned. So should the 10,000 Afghan

children in the Soviet Union,

6. The secret police should be dis-
banded.

7. Afghanistan should be ruled not by
the Kabul regime but by an. interim

" government selected by a traditional

council of elders in which Kabul would
be a participant — along with resist-
ance politicians and military leaders
and representatives of Afghan clans
and refugees. The permanent govern-
ment should be chosen by an election in
which the Communists can run, after
the millions of refugees return.

This would mean a concession by the
resistance, which loathes the Commu-
nists and wants them out or dead, pref-

erably both. 1t would also mean the end

of total Soviet domination. -

It would be a new, more difficult
challenge for Mr. Gorbachev — to
show whether in the end he will choose
peace for Afghanistan or is just play-
ing another card in the game. O
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JAMIAT-E-ISLAMI AFGHANISTAN
Telephone: (202) 543-5106

300 Eye St., N.E., # 209
Washington, D.C. 20002

10-7-86

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Mr. President:

Our hopes and prayers are with you as you represent the free people of the
world in your meeting with the Soviet General Secretary this week. The
people of Afghanlsta.n are traglcally aware of the true Soviet aim in the
world. While we suffer fram their bambs, napalm ‘and treachery, .we took
heart from your pramise upon-your election that no terrltory would be lost
to cammunism on your watch,

Recent signs have hinted that the Soviets may be seeking some accord on
Afghanistan. Their current talks with the Chinese and other public pro-
nouncements give weight to their fear. ' You have repeatedly stated that no
agreexent can possibly be reached concerning Soviet withdrawal from Afghan—
istan without the agreement and participation of the legitimate represent-
ative of the Afghan people, the Mujahideen.

We will be watching the events in Iceland and all future meetings with the
General Secretary with interest and trust in you.j leadership.

May God be with You, .

Eshan Ja\%ﬂM ;

On behalf of the Mujahideen
of Afgham.stan

ittee for a Free Afghanistan
Maj. Gen. J:. Milnor Robert
AUS (Ret.) Chairman














