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toward the Armenian terrorism even at its head-of-state level, seem now to
have taken hard and proper measures to prevent further Armeniaq terrorism.
Currently, overt and covert support for it seems to be confined to .the
socialist third world countries and some of the Soviet Bloc countries.
Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Syria, and Lebanon appear to be the springheads of
the present-day Armenian extremes orchestrated by ARF and/or other Armenian
factions including the traditionally politicized Armenian church.

The brief status summary presented above can be further substantiated by
a very illuminating document recently come to 1light in the Armenian press.
The ARF in 1985 convened its 23rd World Congress. The party Platform from
this Congress was published in the July 9-23 issue of Droshag (Flag), the
periodical of the central organ of ARF 1in Geneva, Switzerland. The Platform
has been translated into English by The Hairenik Weekly, the English-language
periodical of ARF in Boston, Massachusetts. This Platform 1is a very
significant document worthy of close examination both in the U.S.A. and
Turkey. The editor of The Hairenik Weekly puts the basis for the Political
Platform determined by the Congress as follows:

"These decisions are based on the evaluation of the
operation of the ARF and the problems of the Armenian people
on all levels over the four years preceding the 1985 World
Congress and determine the direction of the following four
years."

The Platform stresses focus on an all out HAI TAHD (Armenian Cause)
campaign. This term as a class action is not new, and one comes across it in
H. Katchaznouni's Manifesto of 1923. However, there appears to be a renewed
emphasis on it.

In the following, we will attempt a brief review and analysis of this
Political Platform 1in 1its highlights. The full text of the Platform is
presented in Appendix I. In the review, we will follow the same subtitles as
appear in its text.

In defining the HAI TAHD, we come across the following statements:
*1. Definition of the Armenian Cause:

A. As a result of international relations based on
speculative interests and imperialist aims of the
superpowers of the East and West in relation to the Middle
East."

"1. The principal political aim of the 'ARF'
remains the realization of a free, independent and integral
Armenia, encompassing the Wilsonian boundaries."

Further down in the Platform, we find the following:
"2. EXTERNAL FRONT:

A. On the road to the resolution of the Armenian
Cause, our enemy is Turkey . . ..






credentials in the fashion of a rejuvenated, exclusive, and fraternal
Wellington House. An ever expanding vortex of yellow press against Turks!

Further in the text of the Platform, one finds the following words:
"STRATEGIC PRINCIPLES

1. It is equally essential to bring youth into our
ranks; to give shape to its ideological character through
healthy ARF education; to politicize and revolutionize the
ranks of ARF and especially the ARF youth organizations; and
to develop our people's political consciousness, militant
spirit, and atmosphere of liberation struggle and
revolution, 1in order to wutilize every force toward
resolution of the Armenian Cause."

Needless to say, this paragraph of the Political Platform reinforces what
is said above regarding the militant, propagandistic, academic machination to
indoctrinate ARF and its youth. The buzz words here are healthy ARF
education, politicize and revolutionize, militant spirit, and utilize every
force. The ARF's youth man the Justice Commandos of Armenian Genocide (JCAG)
principally and some of the other ASALA factions. The youth is subjected to
military training in special summer camps in the Middle East, and we have seen
during the last decade an ample display of the terror that the youth is taught
to inflict both in hard and soft forms. With this program to continue up to
the 1990s, the ARF is vowing to follow the same path in all possible forms.

Under the "Strategical Proposals" of the Platform, we read the following:
"On this basis, the ARF proposes the following:

A. Force Turkey to change its inflexible position and
comply with justice and the recognition of the rights of the
Armenian people, keeping it under pressure in every possible
way, striking 1its governmental, political, economic and
other structures and weakening 1its international position
and the aid it enjoys.

B. (Note: Item B is missing in the article???)
C. Make the Armenian Cause current and international.

D. Wage propaganda and political struggle against all
those states and powers, which take special efforts to
assist Turkey, keep its present borders intact and improve
its economy.

E. Within the bounds of the Armenian national
liberation struggle, establish cooperation with third world
states, especially Middle Eastern states and revolutionary
movements, always on the basis of reciprocal assistance and
interests.






"5, To seek grounds for cooperation with local and
other movements aiming to destabilize Turkey. To cultivate
our relations with all those governments and peoples who
have reason to be dissatisfied with or are hostile to
Turkey; to try to identify points of agreement with Kurdish
liberation and Turkish dissident movements. To fight
against the continuation of Turkey's membership in the
European common market."

This paragraph goes a long way to explain why the Armenian terror struck
high tone during and following the Cyprus dispute in the early 70s and how and
why they peaked from 1978 to 1982 as the destabilizing monies and other
logistical supplies kept pouring in to the internationally-connected terrorist
network via the Bulgarian, Russian, Greek, and Syrian connections. The ARF
certainly played and keeps playing a kingpin role in the orchestration of
these destabilization efforts by their own admission. This is no news to
Turks, but there are many gullible purists in the echelons of the U.S.
Government and the U.S. Congress to dispute it. Do they still need to see the
smoking gun?

After reviewing each geopolitical power block separately vis-a-vis HAI
TAHD, the ARF Platform dictates:

"J. The Socialist International - To develop relations
with the socialist international and to establish closer
relations with socialist parties and generally with the
socialist world, reintroducing them to the ARF, with its
past and present, and endeavoring to secure their assistance
in the realization of the just rights of the Armenian
people."

The ARF, openly socialistic and leftist with the strong third world
jargon and dicta in its charter and strong characterization of the U.S.A.,
Turkey, and the Western world as imperialistic, is strangely mute on Jews in
general and Israel in particular. This is, of course, done with deliberate
deception. The ARF has been actively wooing the Jewish support both in the
U.S.A. and in Israel for HAI TAHD. In light of the text of the Platform and
the interpretation thereof, it is obvious and beyond any doubt that the ARF
and Israel belong to opposite political camps. The ARF belonging to the camp
of the captive nations is on the side of the PLO as well as all the other
Middle Eastern factions opposing Israel's presence and policies. Therefore,
it is most pertinent to draw the attention of all Jewish organizations to the
23rd World Congress ARF Political Platform.

"K. Practical Methods of Pursuing HAI TAHD . . .

2. In the sphere of politics and propaganda,
professionalism in activities is essential. . .

3. Where necessary and practical, the ARF Bureau
shall establish HAI TAHD offices. At the same time, the ARF
23rd World Congress proposes to the regional bodies to
establish, where necessary or possible, 1local HAI TAHD
offices for their own HAI TAHD activities.






DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

The Political Platform of the ARF's 23rd World Congress is a rare and a
very significant document and should be analyzed and carefully interpreted
both here and abroad and particularly in Turkey. It should be made available
in the U.S.A. in its entirety to law and order authorities, lawmakers, and all
offices of the Executive Branch, particularly the State Department. It should
be taken seriously because of its dangers.

From the Political Platform of the 23rd World Congress of ARF, we learn
that ARF has decided to upscale its posture as more of a leftist-socialist,
militant-terrorist organization. The reasons for this appear to be twofold.
First, ARF, both in its executive ranks and in its grass roots, has been
heavily infiltrated by the more militant and extreme leftist Middle East base
younger emigres. Second, ARF's ties with the present surge of worldwide
leftist terrorist network have been consolidated.

ARF in 1its Political Platform implicates the U.S.A. and the West as
imperialistic, capitalist systems opposing HAI TAHD. It vows allegiance to
leftist-socialist systems and governments. It vows to work closely with the
third world countries, captive nations, and all other Revolutionary and
terrorist factions opposing Turkey. It vows to fight Turkey and anything
Turkish in all fronts with all technological means, none barred. It makes a
big pitch about awakening the conscious of its youth. A new parallel program,
possibly modeled after PLO, is the installation of HAI TAHD centers around the
world to take the Armenian Case to the political-judicial fora. To support
HAI TAHD centers, which will have regional freedom in managing its own
affairs, it proposes a plan to levy a HAI TAHD tax on all Armenians.
Furthermore, ARF insists on professionalism in all of its institutions, rather
than a volunteer basis operation, for better image and impact.

ARF pledges that the ultimate goal is a free, united, and integral
Armenia with the liberation of its historic fatherland from Turkey. It claims
all this will be achieved in steps, and each step is a building base for the
next stage. The Platform mentions specifically judicial and political claims
on the basis of nearly 70-year-old, still-born Wilsonian principles and the
Sevres agreement. Now, what do we conclude from all this?

ARF's dangers can be real and imagined. ARF has been, historically
speaking, long on rhetoric and short on accomplishments. Historically, it has
led the Armenian people from disaster to disaster. Verdict on ARF's crimes
and faults was expressed best by one of its past leaders, H. Katchaznouni, who
concluded by the famous "ARF Has Nothing To Do Anymore" speech at Budapest at
the ARF Party's World Convention in 1923. Today, despite the broadened
support base for ARF among the Armenian circles, there are factions in these
circles who would 1like to see ARF leaders taken to a people's court and
punished for their crimes against their own brethren. This, however, is an
unlikely occurrence, because of the way ARF operates. ARF is a well-trenched,
sinister, and vicious organization. It controls by imposing fear and 1iving
up to it. This fanaticism and fatalism is ARF's real danger. It is precisely
for this reason that this Political Platform should be taken seriously. The
real dangers are such that with scaled up programs and execution, ARF will
cause further tragedies on many innocent 1lives around the world and
particularly on the Turks. This cannot and should not be taken lightly.






7. The Turkish Government should realize that a volunteer-based
Turkish-American Assembly is not an adequate challenge to the vast and
professionally run Armenian machinery in the U.S.A. This issue should be a
part of the strategic planning mentioned earlier.

8. True to the Political Platform's dictates, ARF in the U.S.A. is
poised to place a notable Armenian American in a high political office in
Washington on near term. There is too much partying between Vice President
George Bush and the Armenians to warrant caution. California Governor George
Deukmejian is the leading candidate, short term. Take notice.
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"The general Political Platform of the ARF stems basically from the
Political Platform of the ARF Program (DZERAKIR).

Proceeding from these political demands, and based on current Armenian
national realities and the international situation, the 23rd ARF World
Congress defines the Armenian Cause (HAI TAHD) in the following manner, and
for the next four years clarifies the principles and goals of the strategy of

the ARF, and gives tactical directions for various realms of political
relations.

1. Definition of the Armenian Cause:

A. As a result of international relations based on speculative
interests and the imperialist aims of the superpowers of the East and West in
relation to the Middle East, the Armenian question still remains unresolved,
in a state of persistent neglect and disdain, and the Armenian people remain
denied of their national-political and economic rights.

B. Soviet Armenia, with its area of 30,000 sg. km., constitutes only
one-sixth of the Armenian homeland as defined by the Wilsonian arbitral award
and the Treaty of Sevres.

C. Of the total Armenian population, only about one-half live in Soviet
Armenia and on the Armenian territories of the transcaucasus; the rest
(consisting mostly of the population of the Armenian provinces forcefully
occupied by Turkey) live in other Soviet and non-Soviet countries.

D. The genocide planned and executed against the Armenian people by
Turkey not only remains unpunished to this day, but indirectly continues, as
the displaced masses of Armenians, deprived of collective existence on their
ancestral soil, are in danger of gradually losing their national identify.

As a continuation of the genocide, the governments of Turkey have pursued
a policy of destroying monuments of Armenian culture, and are pursuing their
policy of persecuting Armenians by exerting pressure through diplomatic and
other means on Armenians and on organizations representing the Armenian Cause.

Proceeding from these affirmations and based on international law, the
declaration of human rights, the right of nations to self-determination, and
especially on the indisputable and permanent historical, political, legal, and
moral rights of the Armenian nation to all its ancestral territories, the 23rd
World Congress affirms that:

1. The principal political aim of the ARF remains the realization of a
free, independent and integral Armenia, encompassing the Wilsonian boundaries,
Nakhichevan, Gharabagh and Akhalkalak.

2. Only with the realization of a free, independent and integral
Armenia can the Armenian people come together in their homeland and develop
freely and uninhibitedly as an equal member of the family of nations.

For the ARF, it is the totality of these convictions, goal and demands
that form the Armenian Cause.

13






In the present international and national situation, and in Tight of the
principle of self-determination for all nations, the strugg1e waged by the
Armenian people for its survival and national Tliberation enters a new
direction, requiring a fundamentally different mode of operation.

It is essential to make the Armenian 1iberation struggle compatible with
the spirit, circumstances and requirements of modern times, by implementing a
clear strategy and modern means.

The pursuit of the Armenian Cause in its present phase, 1is the
continuation of the national liberation struggle of the Armenian people, whose
leader and basic factor has been the ARF, since its inception.

Examining the present status of the Armenian nation and the international
situation, and basing thereupon the ARF's strategic principles, the 23rd World
Congress affirms the following:

1. Intra-National Front:

A. Soviet Armenia, as a structured state, and with over three million
Armenians, along with the Armenians 1living in the Armenian territories of the
Caucasus (Gharabagh, Nakhichevan, Akhalkalak), as the largest concentration of
Armenians, presently have a limited but important role to play in the pursuit
of the Armenian Cause.

B. The Soviet Diaspora, subject to the danger of cultural assimilation,
can on occasion play a role in the pursuit of HAI TAHD.

C. The non-Soviet Diaspora, despite the consuming influence of foreign
environments, with its approximately two million Armenians, is under more
favorable conditions to carry on political activity. In spite of all kinds of
obstacles arising in the path of the free development of social and national
life, the organized communities of the non-Soviet Diaspora are endowed with
sufficient possibilities to pursue the Armenian question on the national and
international front.

2. External Front:

A. On the road to the resolution of the Armenian Cause, our enemy is
Turkey. Turkey is an empire created by a continuous genocidal policy and
through the forcible conquest of other peoples' homelands. It has a
Chauvanistic, expansionist, and pan-Turanic essence. The continuing existence
of the Turkish empire is fundamentally in opposition with the Armenian Cause.

B. At the present phase of the efforts toward the resolution of the
Armenian Cause, American and generally western imperialism is clearly opposed
to us, with its economic and strategic considerations in general, and with its
favorable stance toward Turkey, in particular.

C. The full resolution of the Armenian Cause becomes difficult also

because of the Soviet Union's expansionist tendencies in general and because
of its plans for the Middle East in particular.
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harmonious cooperation with other Armenian political parties be achieved; and
all our supporters and non-partisans rally around the national 1liberation
struggle led by the ARF.

H. The communities of the Diaspora differ from their surroundings on
religious, cultural, political, or other grounds. These differences come from
the imperative of being nationally distinct. Stressing the differences
between us and our surroundings is based upon the fact that only as a minority
with a specific cultural-political identify, are we able to continue our
struggle energetically and persistently in the Diaspora communities. The
revelation and development of our differences from our surroundings take us
toward remaining Armenian and then becoming politicized.

Under no circumstances, however, should the efforts toward a
separate identity be for its own sake. Rather, they should aim at
politicization, and the effort toward politicization should lead to a further
awakening of Armenianness and culture.

I. It is equally essential to bring youth into our ranks; to give shape
to its ideological character through healthy ARF education; to politicize and
revolutionize the ranks of the ARF and especially the ARF youth organizations;
and to develop our people's political consciousness, militant spirit and the
atmosphere of Tliberation struggle and revolution, in order to utilize every
force toward the resolution of the Armenian Cause.

J. Among all our dispersed people, but especially among our youth, the
understanding and conviction must take root, that the Armenian has one
homeland and the countries in which he lives, while serving as quarters for
the organization of our national-social and educational-cultural life, are
only stages in our national liberation struggle. Any activities of a local-
political, governmental, social or other nature, any effort to become a force
in a given country, must take into consideration the imperatives of the
Armenian Cause, the deep consciousness of belonging to one and the same nation
and the abiding resolve of creating a one and only Armenian homeland.

K. The imperative of assisting in the preservation, safety, and
quantitative development of the approximately four million Armenians of
Armenia and trans-Caucasia; the strengthening of their national consciousness
and will to survive; and the gradual recognition of their national-collective
and human rights are top priorities in the ARF strategy. Any tactical
decision or operation must always keep this imperative in mind and never
contradict or endanger it.

The national, political, and social aspirations of the Armenians in
Armenia, in turn, have a decisive role in the expansion and fruition of the
liberation struggle, and cannot be ignored by the ARF.

L. The ARF, on the path toward the resolution of the Armenian Cause,
guards the physical and cultural integrity and safety of all Armenian
communities, and especially the less dispersed and organized masses 1living
near the homeland, and when necessary organizes and leads their self-defense,
always paying special attention to the preservation of their Armenian identity
and the development of their political, social and economic strength.
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The fields and means are the following:
1. Expansive demonstrative activity in all its forms.

2. Propaganda, in its various expressions, on the internal and external
fronts.

3. Intensified direct and indirect activity in the fields of political
relations and diplomacy.

4, The deployment of all available economic and technological means in
order to exert additional pressure.

INTERNATIONAL POWERS

A.  Turkey:
The 23rd ARF World Congress affirms:

Because of geographical and historical circumstances, Armenia and Turkey,
the Armenian nation and the Turkish nation, are bound to 1ive side by side, to
coexist and to cultivate neighborly relations based on reciprocal
understanding and sincere cooperation within the framework of a harmonious
coexistence with other neighboring nations.

But, successive Turkish governments stubbornly continue the Hamadist,
Ittihadist, and Kemalist Armenocidal, and fanatically nationalistic policy,
which was expressed in its harshest form in the 1915 genocide organized by the
state. The Turkish government obstinately refuses to recognize Armenia's
right to exist and the inalienable right of the Armenian people to live on
their ancestral lands and to create their independent statehood by way of
self-determination.

The Turkish leadership implements this criminal policy by exploiting the
favorable arrangement of international forces and political circumstances, and
especially by exploiting the artificial international balance of power,
established by brute force, in Asia Minor, and the Caucasus.

Turkey continues to occupy the major portion of the ancestral lands of
the Armenian people. Turkey has a clearly intransigent position regarding the
inalienable rights of the Armenian people, a position which consists of
discrediting the Armenian people, diminishing their political clout and
nullifying their status as claimant.

As a consequence of this fanatically nationalistic and genocidal policy
of the Turkish government, the hostile dispositions between the Armenian and

Turkish peoples became permanent to the detriment of both peoples and their
nations.

As a result of this intolerant polity, the Armenian people have no choice

but to resort to self-defense to insure their physical existence and right to
self determination by means of a continuous struggle for national 1liberation
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and in order to establish their free and independent homeland on their
ancestral lands occupied as a result of the genocide perpetrated by Turkey.
The Armenian right to these lands was established by the August 10, 1920,
Treaty of Sevres, which was also signed by the official representative of the
Turkish government of the day.

Therefore, the ARF 23rd World Congress decides:

1. To expend efforts for the solution of the Armenian Cause (HAI TAHD)
within political and government circles of the world, and especially with
member states of the U.S. and states signatory to the Treaty of Sevres;

2. To raise the question of Armenocide on the international scene on a
juridicial and political basis. However, on both internal and external
fronts, HAI TAHD related propaganda should emphasize our political claims
rather than the genocide, in order to dissipate the externally-inspired and
gradually-expanding mentality that the Armenian people would be satisfied if

Turkey would express its regrets regarding the past and make merely symbolic
amends;

3. To dispute pro-Turkish policies, even in those countries where
Armenians live. To make attempts, with states which support Turkey, to halt
economic and military aid to Turkey. To wage economic war against Turkey:

4., As claimant, and without taking into consideration the attitude of
Turkey's allies, to intensify our written and oral propaganda in favor of the
liberation of our occupied lands, by all available means.

To demand compensation for the properties stolen from the Armenian
people, as well as for the destruction of our villages, cities and cultural
wealth.

To continuously unveil the Turkish government's policy of
discrimination and pressuring in regard to the Armenian and Kurdish nations
and other minorities in Turkey. To inform the various governments, other
political powers, and the media that Turkey, a signatory of the Treaty of
Lausanne, continually violates the provisions of that treaty and of the
Helsinki Agreement pertaining to the human rights of minorities;

5. To seek grounds for cooperation with Tlocal and other movements
aiming to destabilize Turkey.

To cultivate our relations with all those governments and peoples
who have reason to be dissatisfied with, or are hostile to, Turkey; to try to
identify points of agreement with Kurdish liberation and Turkish dissident
movements.

To fight against the continuation of Turkey's membership in the
European common market;

6. To vigilantly monitor the Turkish press and publications in order to
react to all statements which are anti-Armenian, distort history, or discredit
the struggle of the Armenian people. Likewise, to monitor the foreign press
in order to reply to similar articles with Tletters and with clarifying
articles;
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7. In order to understand Turkey's strategic and diplomatic advantages
as well as its internal socio-political difficulties, and 1in order to
accordingly expand our anti-Turkish struggle, it is necessary to .base the
study of Turcology on professionalism. Thus, Turkey's vulnerable points, and
the direction of our efforts will be determined;

8. The rights of Armenians, in the Diaspora, to return to their
fatherland and reside on their ancestral lands should be the basis of the HAI
TAHD propaganda aimed at foreign public opinion and international circles in
relation to our territorial claims;

9. To make special efforts with international organizations (such as
UNESCO) and governments, to request the preservation and reconstruction of
Armenian cultural monuments, which are subject to destruction in Turkey;

10. To unveil the Turkish state's dictatorial behavior in respect to its
citizens;

11. To monitor Turkey's Middle Eastern political, economic, and
propagandistic activities, which, with the overt complicity of the world
powers, pursue the weakening and demoralization of the collective forces of
the Armenian people, by way of economic and terroristic acts.

Therefore, our ungers (comrades) and our people should thoroughly
study and be aware of Turkey's Middle Eastern politics. Also, our
institutions should be organized with the capability of countering Turkey's
intrigues;

12. To fight by all available means the initiative to establish nuclear
stations in Turkey.

SOVIET UNION
The 23rd World Congress resolves that:

1. In relation to the current realities of the Armenian nation, the
Soviet Union has a distinct and important role; inasmuch as present Armenia,
with its homogeneous population of three million, forms part of the union, and
also because there live another one and a half million Armenians in various
parts of the Soviet Union.

This reality lends special meaning and importance to the Soviet factor in
determining the tactical and strategic positions of the ARF;

2. Nothwithstanding the terms of the Treaty with the Republic of
Armenia, the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic has only nominal freedom and
independence, and is only a small part of the governing, centralized and
totalitarian, Soviet structure;

3. Despite Soviet propaganda continually extolling the principles of
"fraternity, equality and justice" among nations, even within the boundaries
of the Soviet Union lands belonging to Armenia (Karabagh, Akhalkalak,
Nakhichevan) actually remain seized from Armenia and are annexed to
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COUNTRIES OF THE WESTERN WORLD

Considering the fact that Armenians Tiving in the. western countries
present considerable value both numerically and qualitatively, the plan to
transform these Armenian populations into a political factor is a matter of
serious importance to our party. Carrying out such a goal requires well-
planned work in social and public relations fields, being guided particularly
by the principles of the Armenian Case and the requirements emanating from our
national and political demands.

Countries located in the geographically western sphere, with more or less
democratic institutions and social structures that guarantee equality of
rights, provide the possibilities of becoming a collective force and using the
latter in the pursuit of the political cause of the Armenian people.

In 1ight of the above, and the fact that the attitude adopted by the ARF
regional executives toward these western countries will depend on the latter's
stance regarding HAI TAHD, the World Congress affirms:

1. The great powers of the world, as'well as the signatory states of
the Sevres Treaty, have moral and political commitments toward the Armenian
people, and to this day have an obligation toward the Armenian Case;

2. Under the present international situation, it is important to obtain
a positive approach and diplomatic assistance, on the part of the great states
including the western states, in order to attain a favorable solution of the
Armenian Case.

And on this basis, also decides:

1. To carry out a well planned program at work, among western states,
for the creation of a favorable disposition toward HAI TAHD, urging especially
the Sevres signatory states to give practical effect to their conmitments;

2. In the event that any western state adopts a position against the
pursuit of the Armenian Cause and seeks to refute or place under suspicion our
rights to monetary compensation and Tlands through governmental and other
means, that we must oppose these attitudes with all possible means;

3. Being constantly aware that Turkey's unchanging political and
diplomatic strategy seeks to take advantage of the interest by the competing
and opposing interests of the great powers in geopolitical and .strategic
possibilities, to try to reach substantive results from our determined
struggle against the military and economic aid afforded Turkey by western
countries so that the enemy, through its opportunists' course, will not have
the opportunity of negotiations and established sustained relations;

4. (Note: Number 4 is not printed in this article???)
5. To study the number and situation of Turkish workers in Europe, as
well as their ties with the Turkish government and their future political

potential; to take pertinent steps to assure that they do not become an anti-
Armenian weapon.
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C. Taking  advantage of all the opportunities offered by the Midd]e
Eastern countries in relation to the participation of the Armenian people in
government and politics, no effort should be spared ;o ensure the sympathgt1c
disposition of the government circles of these countries towards HAI TAHD.

D. While operating within the boundaries of this general guideline, the
responsible bodies of the region must also take into consideration the local
circumstances and act accordingly. They must take all necessary measures to

avoid voluntarily hurting the organizational and community lives of sister
regions.

E. Our bodies operating in countries located on Turkey's boundaries
must find ways to stop, or at least 1imit, the flow of Armenians from regions
proximate to Turkey and to other countries. It 1is also necessary to
strengthen the "Armenianness" of these regions.

F. The ARF must avoid the interstate disputes of the Middle Eastern
countries except when Turkey is involved. In such instances, we should favor
the country opposing Turkey, and provide all possible assistance.

THIRD WORLD
Considering the ARF's principle to run an independent policy,

Considering the numerical importance of the third world countries within
the UN and other international or@§anizations,

The 23rd World Congress resolves:

1. In order to generate favorable attitudes regarding HAI TAHD, to
develop political ties with these countries in general, and with non-aligned
countries and international organizations sponsored by them, in particular.

2. To promote a favorable public opinion within the peoples of the
third world as it relates to HAI TAHD.

NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

The ARF 23rd World Congress affirms that:

A. The cause for the liberation of captive nations and for their right
to free self-determination is one and indivisible;

B. The success of national liberation movements and struggles is one of
the prerequisites for the complete liberation of all mankind;

C. Inter-aid for national 1liberation movements is the essential
obligation of freedom-loving people, inasmuch as the successful struggle for
the freedom of one of the captive nations, directly or indirectly,
simultaneously is an asset to the cause of others.

25



Hence, the ARF 23rd World Congress resolves:

1. The cooperation of the ARF with movements of national liberation
must be contingent on mutual commitments and the mutual respect of the rights
of all parties involved and the interests of HAI TAHD, so long as our national
interests are not jeopardized.

2. In cases where there cannot be cooperation with national Tiberation
movements based on reciprocal interest, our positive attitude and sympathy
must not go beyond written or oral expressions.

3. The ARF must try to take the initiative in setting up a council
composed of representatives of peoples deprived of sovereignty, -unjustly
treated, and waging wars of national liberation. The council will coordinate
the various efforts of 1liberation in a united manner and pursue their
resolution.

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS

1. The right of nations to be free, independent and equal, as well as
the respect for human rights, form the basis of the United Nations, principles
to which members are committed and for which they are responsible.

2. Decades experience has shown us, however, that these principles have
so far been mere theoretical formulas, rather than sources of power to change
the letter to spirit and the word to action. In fact, it 1is only the
organized force that makes possible the success of such an attempt at the UN.

3. Based on these two points, the ARF 23rd World Congress decides to
take advantage of the possibilities offered by the UN and to continue
occasional or permanent contacts and conversations with the representatives of
its member countries, with the commissions and subcommissions and to delegate
the representatives of the ARF bodies to act as deemed necessary.

THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL

To develop relations with the socialist international and to establish
closer relations with socialist parties and generally with the socialist
world, reintroducing them to the ARF, with its past and present, and
endeavoring to secure their assistance in the realization of the just rights
of the Armenian people.

PRACTICAL METHODS OF PURSUING HAI TAHD
The ARF 23rd World Congress after examining the various practical methods
of pursuing HAI TAHD, arrived at the following decisions to which must also be
added the similar decisions adopted under the heading of "Political Policy.
1. To obtain the maximum results from the practical pursuit of HAI

TAHD, it is essential to follow to the letter and consistently a pan-Armenian
plan prepared by the Bureau;
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2. In the sphere of politics and propaganda, professionalism 1in
activities is essential which must be characterized by a clear de1jneation.of
areas, as well as recruiting party and non-party experts by entrusting special
assignments to each;

3. Where necessary and practical, the ARF Bureau shall establish HAI
TAHD offices. At the same time the ARF 23rd World Congress proposes to the
regional bodies to establish where necessary or possible, local HAI TAHD
offices for their own HAI TAHD activities.

4. To ensure the maximum participation of Armenians in HAI TAHD and to
secure the moral and financial assistance of our people, means of
disseminating information must be instituted as well as making a large number
of individuals participants in the planning and execution of HAI TAHD work.
If possible, a system of gradually increasing taxation will be initiated
throughout the Diaspora for the purpose of financing HAI TAHD activities.

5. Responsible organizational bodies of the regions, through HAI TAHD
committees or, if necessary through other bodies, shall set themselves to:

_ A. Propaganda work -- establishing contacts with the foreign press,

radio and television networks, government/state political circles,
intellectual and student groups and other organizations or individuals, first
to acquaint them with the Armenians and HAI TAHD, and second, to impel them
towards expression, activity or other steps in favor of HAI TAHD:

B. Demonstrations also form part of propaganda activities, every
time the occasion presents itself by public remembrance of our rights against
Turkeys;

C. Under the 1leadership of HAI TAHD committees, there shall be
organized "Friends of HAI TAHD" groups composed of well known Armenian or non-
Armenian figures impelling them to undertake HAI TAHD activities in various
fields of work;

6. A1l organizational bodies, with planned and sustained activity,
including Tlectures, propaganda and a special press campaign, must strive for
the politicization and revolutionalization of our cadres and of the Armenian
multitudes for the purposes of making them more communicative with the
struggle for Armenian liberation based on revolutionary operational methods;

7. The ARF 23rd World congress requests that during the forthcoming
quadrennial, the elected Bureau organize conferences to examine and evaluate
the work of HAI TAHD and additional activities as well as to determine their
nature and scope.

NATIONAL POLICY

For the ARF, the struggle for HAI TAHD is founded on the power and the
operating structures of the Armenian people. Therefore, we must fight against
all elements which weaken the power of The Armenian people. In addition, we
must fight against all tendencies of depoliticization with creep into the
Armenian popular masses as a result of self-centered and individual self-
sufficiency tendencies, developing in the capitalist world.
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SOVIET ARMENIA

1. Taking into consideration that a small part of the Armenian nation's
historical and geographic homeland, at the present time, is located within the
borders of the Soviet Union and forms the "Armenian Socialist Soviet Republic"
as de factor continuation of the independent Republic of Armenia.

2. The greater part of Armenia remains occupied by Turkey, but there
are also Armenian territories within the Soviet Union which are not part of
Armenia.

3. Soviet Armenia not only of the aforementioned territories, but also
of the essential attributes of a sovereign democratic state, i.e., freedom and
independence.

The 23rd ARF World Congress affirms:

A. That the present Communist-Totalitarian regime is the forcible
result of historical events and does not represent the free will of the
Armenian nation. Faithful to its basic goal of a free and independent
fatherland, the ARF maintains its demands against Soviet Armenia for the
establishment, by the free will of the people, of a democratic regime.

B. At the same time, the ARF supports the people of Armenia and demands
the complete achievement of its territorial, political and social rights. We
must react, by the use of the media and all other means at our disposal, to
those developments that are not beneficial for the Armenian people and to
overall Armenian 1interests, without however jeopardizing the safety of the
local population.

C. The ARF must persist in a claimant's position and at the same time
drive the people of Soviet Armenia to continuously request from the government
to pursue the annexation of Armenian lands of Gharabagh, Nakhichevan, and
Akhalkalak to Soviet Armenia.

D. The ARF must constantly press that Soviet Armenia and the Soviet
Union back our demands for the return of our ancestral lands to our people and
also that they reunite the inner territories with Armenia.

In the event the government of Soviet Armenia champions territorial
demands, with the assurance that those territories will be joined to Armenia,
the ARF unreservedly will support such demands.

E. Every time that Communism attempts, through various means, to
destroy the organizational strength or the unity of the Armenians in the
Diaspora, or to weaken their consciousness or will in respect to their
rightful and distinct identity, the ARF must reach (react) to such attempts
with all its forces. The ARF must also exteriorize the aspiration and desire
of the people in Armenia to live freely and independently.

Considering that a special HAI TAHD role has been reserved for the

Diaspora, and considering that the interests of the Armenian people require
the continuation of that role, the ARF must resist all attempts, which are
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