Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Green, Max: Files, Series
I: Kojelis-Green Subject File
Folder Title: Turkish-American Issues
(1 of 4)

Box: 2

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov
Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/


https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

igrants and
which has
revitalizes

1 blend are
lited States
| variety of
dance, ag-
1ilosophy—
ions to the
Their hard
ens, added
1] fabric of

w material
the keys to
Americans
Iships. they
ope and in-
v groups of
can family.

Americans
Nation we

ited States
4, 1981, as
people of
lonies and

)th day of
and of the
and fifth.

EAGAN

3 C.F.R. 25 (1981)
Proclamations Proc. 4838

Proclamation 4838 of April 22, 1981

Days of Remembrance of Victim\s of the Holocaust

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The Congress of the United States established the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council to create a living memorial to the victims of the Nazi
Holocaust. Its purpose: So mankind will never lose memory of that terrible
moment in time when the awful spectre of death camps stained the history
of our world.

When America and its allies liberated those haunting places of terror and
sick destructiveness, the world came to a vivid and tragic understanding of
the evil it faced in those years of the Second World War. Each of those
names—Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau, Treblinka and so many others—
became synonymous with horror.

The millions of deaths, the gas chambers, the inhuman crematoria. and the
thousands of people who somehow survived with lifetime scars are all now
part of the conscience of history. Forever must we remember just how pre-
cious is civilization, how important is liberty, and how heroic is the human
spirit.

Like the genocide of the Armenians before it. and the genocide of the Cam-
bodians which followed it—and like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples—the lesson? of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten.

As part of its mandate, the Holocaust Memorial Council has been directed
to designate annual Days of Remembrance as a national, civic commemora-
tion of the Holocaust, and to encourage and sponsor appropriate observ-
ances throughout the United States. This year, the national Days of Remem-
brance will be observed on April 26 through May 3.

NOW. THEREFORE. I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby ask the people of the United States to observe this
solemn anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps, with appro-
priate study, prayers and commemoration. as a tribute to the spirit of free-
dom and justice which Americans foughtho hard and well to preserve.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF. [ have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of
April. in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 2, 1986

Dear Mr. Camli,

Please excuse cur delay in responding to your July 31, 1986
letter. 1In brief, I do not believe specific documents were
referenced before the President's Proclamation 4838 was written.
As you know, many, many historical works - far too many to
mention here - refer to the "genocide of Armenians." I
understand that you disagree with this historical judgement, but
it is one that is overwhelming accepted in ouxr society.

Sincerely,
)
Y o o . [
AT -

Max Green
Associate Director
Officj of Public Liaison

Mr. Ugur Camli

Chairperson, Educational Committee
Maryland American Turkish Association, Inc.
P,O. Box 762

Columbia, Maryland 21045
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H.E. Ronald Reagan

President of the

United States of America

The YWhite House

Washington, DC 20500 July 31, 1986

Your Excellency,

Senatdr Carl Levin referred to your Proclamation 4838 on April.22,
1986, "Like the Genocide of the Armenians before it, and the genocide of-
the Cambodians which followed it- and like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples- the lesson of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten", in his speech on the Armenian Martyrs' Day, which is
published in the Congressional Records (S 4028-30, April 22, 1986).

Since the Armenian genocide is a highly controvertial issue,
please inform me which documents you have referenced in order to
officially proclaim it, which is now presented as the US reaffirmation
of the event.

L7
_//
Ugurltamii, .
Educational Committee
Chaijrperson.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 21, 1987

Dear Mr. Camli,

I did not respond to your second letter because
1 had nothing to add to my first. My point then
and now is that it is generally accepted that
there was an "Armenian genocide." Of course, if
you dispute this you should, as is your right,
take issue with those who assert it as a fact.

Sincerely,
R e
;/;jﬁfu ibif“’

Max Green
Associlate Director
Office of Public Liaison

Ugur Camli

Maryland American Turkish Assoc., Inc,
P. O. Box 762

Columbia, MD 21045




UNITED TURKISH AMERICANS

P. O. BOX 0317
WHEATON, IL 60189-0317

March 27, 1987

The Honorable Howard H. Baker
Chief of Staff

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Baker:

A letter written by Mr. Max Green, Assoc. Dir. of Office of Public Relations
of the White House, addressed to Mr. Ugur Camli of Maryland Turkish-American
Assoc. recently came to our attention. A copy of this letter is enclosed
along with Mr. Camli's letter to Mr. Green.

A1l members of our organization were appalled by the blunt, convinced, and
subjective tone of Mr. Green's letter in an extremely complex and historically
controversial and diplomatically sensitive issue of so called the "Armenian
Claims of a Genocide charge against Turks" spearheaded by the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation (ARF) of Boston and its political arm, the Armenian
_National Committee (ANC) of Washington, D.C.

The personal opinion of Mr. Green on the issue is quite unimportant to us as
we all very well know, historically, how many good names in the U.S.
Government and in the U.S. Congress have been hoodwinked by the A.R.F. zealots
to gain support to their cause during their 96 years of effort to rewrite the
history. However, when the personal opinion is typed on a piece of stationary
bearing the title of the Office of the Public Relations of the White House it



UNITED TURKISH AMERICANS

P. O. BOX 0317
WHEATON, IL 60189.0317

The Honorable Howard H. Baker

March 27, 1987
Page 2

takes on an important bearing which we cannot condone as a slippage. Because,
such a document may be construed by hostile circles as the official view of
the President of the U.S.A.

It is commonly known that the Administration and the Congress are both under
pressure by the Armenian Lobby to legitimize their falsified claims in the
political arena. In this effort they are constantly seeking to place and
cultivate people sympathetic to their cause. Such people do exist in the
State Department, the Presidential Commissions, many on the Capitol Hill and
also in the White House. Again, the recent events clearly prove that some
staff in the White House can take matters into their own hands without the due
knowledge or supervision of their superiors which can cause embarrasment and
instabilities even in the highest circles. The Armenian issue carries such a
potential with deep domestic and international political censequences.

On the other hand, we also believe that President Reagan and the U,S.
Administration greatly value the good relations between our country and Turkey
which is a staunch ally and strong supporter of the Western Solidarity against
Communism, and the Free World ideals.

In the Tight of these considerations we have decided to bring this very grave
misjudgement by Mr., Green to your attention.

Mr. Green claims that "Genocide of Armenians by Turks is a historical
judgement, overwhelmingly accepted by the U.S. society due to many, many
historical works, too many to mention in this letter”. If Mr. Green is

thinking of the many, many one-sided, distorted, anti-Turkish propaganda and
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hate material, he is quite right in his assessment of the profusion. Such
publications have a history of 96 years or more. In fact in a rewakened anti-
Turkish campaign the Armenians are mass producing some of them and
disseminating to the pertinent offices and persons to further their cause.
Among them, perhaps, Mr. Green also received his share of it. If, on the
other hand, Mr, Green means well respected authorities of the Middle Eastern
History in the prestigious universities here and abroad he would not find a
single one. On the contrary, there are dozens of authorities of the Middle
East and last century Political History who completely disagree and reject the

Armenian claims. If you need to know, we will be more than happy to provide a
list.

Recently, 69 leading Professors of Turkish and Middle Eastern studies in this
country wrote an open letter to the members of the U.S. Congress declaring
that the Armenian issue is a very controversial one and best left to the
unemotional and disinterested research by historians in the academia (copy
enclosed).

If Mr. Green's logic is correct and valid that the existence of "many, many
historical works" justifies the truth of an issue, then we kindly submit to
his attention of the mountain of anti-semitic literature both in the Western
world and in the U.S.A. written by many low-grade historians and, also by no
less famed people than Martin Luther, Voltaire, Houstan Chamberlain and Arnold
Toynbee, to mention a few, who we all agree, are among the founding giants of
Western philosophy and morality. Then, by the same logic, would Mr. Green and
through his office, the President accept such preponderance as sufficient

grounds to pass judgement on the issue and justify 1issuing Presidential
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Proclamations? We certainly hope NOT! We all recognize that all the anti-
semitic literature is due to racial and religious hatred and bigotry and
therefore baseless and should be ignored and rejected. By this token did it
also occur to Mr. Green that anti-Turkish defamation literature in abundance
might have a historical trace of bigotry, racial hate, and therefore should
not be taken at its face value?

We would also like to remind Mr. Green that Turkey and Turks were not only
subjected to defamation and hatred campaign just because of their race and
religion as the Jewish people had been, but additionally they were maligned by
a vicious and sadistic propaganda campaign, such as the masterworks of
Wellington House in England and in the Allied countries during World War I for
Jjust being on the wrong side of the war.

The volume of publicity or propaganda cannot be considered as proof of a
genocide when such a crime was not committed. Similarly lack of publicity and
interest should not be construed as sufficient proof that such a crime did not
occur when it was actually committed. Such was the case of the Turkish
Genocide by the Armenians during 1918 to 1921, Victims were the Ottoman and
Caucasian Turks and all Moslems (Armenians call them Tartars in their epic
books to camouflage the issue) and therefore, had no sympathizers in the West,
nor did they have a lobby machine and friends in the U.S. media and the
Congress. They constituted 45% of the population in the Independent Republic
of Armenia of Eastern Turkey and the Caucasus. It lasted 2.5 years.
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I understand that the Committee on the Judiciary will
consider 8J Resolution 43 designating April 24, 1987 as a
"National Day of Remembrance for Victims of the Armenian
Genocide”. The purpose of this letter is to give yog_;he——~—-$+401f7
Administration's views on this legislation, which we"oppose.
Our opposition is based on three central and related concerns:
first, the significance of Turkey as an ally; second, the very
negative effect on this sensitive and vital relationghip were
Congress to pass a resolution which accuses the Turks of
genocide against the Armenians; and third the risk that passage
of this legislation could encourage terrorism directed at both
Turkish and American citizens.

Dear Benator Thurmond:

i

In the postwar era, the United States ha:igikishsé_i{£££_ Gﬁ*“ﬂﬂd
importance to its relationahip with Turkey. dministrations
have done so with the support of Congress because of a shared
recognition of the need to maintain a strong and fruitful
relationship between the United States and Turkey. A major
nation with a promising future, Turkey is a bridge and buffer
in a critical region. It sits astride the vital narrows
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, conttols land and..
air access to the Middle East and has extensive borders with
Bulgaria, the Soviet Union, Iran, Iraq and Syria. We are
fortunate that our desire for a strong partnership with Turkey
has been realized in an alliance based on mutual respect and
confidence.

Turkey contributes greatly to the success of the NATO
Alliance in deterring aggression, While it is the poorest
member of NATO, Turkey nonetheless spends a greater parcentage
of {ts GNP on defense than almost any other NATO ally. It has
NATO's second largest Army, tying down major Soviet and Warsaw
Pact forces.

The Honorable
Strom Thurmond,
United Btates Senate.

coe 18 'ON 12:91 LB/E0-61
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Moreover, as part of our alliance relationship with Turkey,
we have access to military facilities there that play a major
role in our defense. Composed of six major facilities and many
smaller ones, they include air bases for deployment of U.S,.
forces, logistic depots and vital intelligence collectioen
facilities, 1In this regard, we have just signed an agreement
for our defense cooperation with Turkey, extending our present
agreement until 1990 and committing us to strong efforts to
provide necessary assisgstance to help Turkey modernize its
military and strengthen its economy.

8J Resolution 43 judges the Armenians who died in the
Ottoman Empire (present-day Turkey) in 1915-1923 to be victims
of genocide. A similar draft resolution in 1985 provoked near
universal public outcry in Turkey, as well as a movement in the
Turkish Parliament for review of diplomatic relations with the
United States. Prime Minister Ozal was able to head off this
latter effort. However, the Turkish Government also informed
us that adoption of & resolution to this effect would seriously
damage the vital relationship between Turkey and the United
States. Anéd that is still the prospect {f the 100th Congress
should pass a resolution that indicts the Turkish people for
the events of 1915-1923,

Besides reflecting resentment at a judgment by the United
Btates Congress that Turkey, and the Turks as a people, bear
the guilt of perpetrating genocide, such strong Turkish
reaction {8 also related to modern Armenian terrorism. Since
1975 over 50 Turkish citizens, mostly diplomats, have been
killsd by Armenian terrorists. 1In addition to demanding
Turkish Government recognition of an Armenian genocide, the
terrorists demand reparations and cession of a major portion of
eastern Turkey to form an independent Armenian state, The
Turks thus view the campaign to characterize the tragedy of the
Armenians as a genocide as the first step toward thelr
territorial dismemberment.

Armenian terrorism has affected Americans. Four
assassinations have occurred on our soil. U.S. citizens have
been the target of a number of attempted bombingse or other
harassment during this terrorist campaign, and one U.8. citizen
died in an Armenian attack on a Turkish airport. ASBALA, one of
the two major Armenian terrorist groups engaged in these
activities, alsoc aids other terrorist groups which have
Americans as their primary target. It has publicly declared
its support of Islamic Jihad, the Iranian-supported terrorist
organization responsible for so much of the violence in
Lebanon. We beliave that resolutions judging Turkey
responsible for Armenian genocide, however well-intentioned and
however worded, will fnevitably be seen by the terrorista as
ancouragement of and justification for their acts.

£00 +10 "ON 2z:91 LB/C0-61



We regret the suffering and tragedy experienced by
Armenians. We 40 not seek to dismiss the devastation and
the widespread massacres suffered by this group. Indeed,
there is no doubt that much of the population in Eastern
Turkey, Christian and Moslem, experienced death,
deprivation and removal during these wartime yesars. When
a House Resolution similar to SJ Res 43 was under
consideration in 1985, sixty-nine American acadenmicians
who specialize in Turkish, Ottoman and Middle Eastern
studies wrote the House membership that they had
reservations about use of the word genocide to describe
what took place in 1915-1923,

Politically, Turkey has continued to consolidate its
democracy. Economically, the country is making progress
in a program to release its huge potential. Passage of a
resolution offensive to Turkey and to Turks would
undermine the effectiveness of our support for these
efforts vhen we have every reason to want Turkey to
succeed as a prospering democracy. Passage could also set
back our efforts to encourage Turkey to play a positive
role on Cyprus--an issue which also arouses deep
nationalist sentiments and on which the Turkish government
is playing a positive role.

Bincerely,

J. Edward Fox
Assistant Becretary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

14"1%] P10 "ON £2:97
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he New 1) nr'rk Cimes

Sunoav, May 19, 1985

THE WasHiNGTON PosT

The undersigned American academicians who specialize in
Turkish, Ottoman and Middle Eastern studies are concerned
that the current language embodied in House Joint Resolutlon
192 is misleading and/or inaccurate in several respects.

Specifically, while fully supporting the concept of a
‘‘National Day of Remembrance of Man's Inhumanity to Man,”
we respectfully take exception to that portion of the text
which singles out for special recognition:

‘. . .the one and one half million people of Armenian
ancestry who were victims of genocide perpetrated in Turkey
between 1915 and 1923...”

Our reservations focus on the use of the words **Turkey” and “genocide” and may be summarized as

follows:

® From the fourteenth century until 1922, the area curremly known as Turkey, or more correctly, the
Republic of Turkey, was part of the territory encompassing the multi-national, multi-religious state

known as the Ottoman Empire. It is wrong to équate the Ottoman Empire with the chubhc of Turkey in

the same way that it is wrong to equate the Hapsburg Empire with the Republic of Austria. The Ottoman

Empire, which was brought to an end in 1922, by the successful conclusion of the Turkish Revolution
which established the present day Republic of Turkey in 1923, incorporated lands and peoples which

today account for more than twenty-five distinct countries in Southeastern Europe, North Africa, and the
Middle East, only one of which is the Republic of Turkey. The Republic of Turkey bears no responsibility

for any events which occurred in Ottoman times, yet by naming **Turkey’” in the Resolution, its authors
have implicitly iabeled it as guilty of the “‘genocide’” it charges transpired between 1915 and 1923; -

* As for the charge of “‘genocide:”

No signatory of this statement wishes to minimize the scope of Arme-

nian suffering. We are likewise cognizant that it cannot be viewed as separate from the suffering experi-
enced by the Muslim inhabitants of the region. The weight of evideace so far uncovered points in the
direction of serious inter-communal warfare (perpetrated by Muslim and Christian irregular forces), com-
plicated by disease, famine, suffering and massacres in Anatolia and adjoining 2reas during the First World
War. Indeed, throughout the years in question, the region was the scene of more or less continuous war-
fare, not unlike the tragedy which has gone on in Lebanon for the past decade. The resulting death toll
among both Muslim and Christian communities of the region was immense. But much more remains to be

Signatories of the Statement of H.J. Res. 192 addressed to the Members of the U.S. House of Representatives:
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discovered before historians will be able to sort out precisely responsibility between warring and inno-
cent, and to identify the causes for the events which resulted in"the death or removal of large numbers of
the eastern Anatolian population, Christian and Muslim alike,

Statesmen and politicians make history, and scholars write it. For this process to work scholars must be
given access to the written records of the statesmen and politicians of the past. To date, the relevant
archives in the Soviet Union, Syria, Bulgaria and Turkey all remain, for the most part, closed to dis-
passionate historians. Until they become available the history of the Ottoman Empire in the period
encompassed by H.J. Res. 192 (1915-~1923) cannot be adequately known.

We believe that the proper position for the United States Congress to take on this and related issues, is to
encourage full and open access to all historical archives, and not to make charges on historical events
before they are fully understood. Such charges as those contained in H J. Res. 192 would inevitably reflect
unjustly upon the people of Turkey, and perhaps set back irreparably progress historians are just now
beginning to achieve in understanding these tragic events.

As the above comments illustrate, the history of the Ottoman-Armenians is much debated among
scholars, many of whom do not agree with the historical assumptions embodied in the wording of H.J.
Res. 192. By passing the resolution Congress will be attempting to determine by legislation which side of 2
historical question is correct. Such a resolution, based on historically questionable assumptions, can only
damage the cause of honest historical enquiry, and damage the credibility of the American legislative

process.
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:
DATE:

PARTICIPANTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:
RECOMMENDED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

January 6, 1987

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR OF
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

MARI MASENG, DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF
PUBLIC LIAISON

Videotape for American Friends of Turkey
Awards Banquet

To express the President's appreciation of
the importance of Turkey to the West. Such a
message would be well received in the
Turkish-American community.

The American Friends of Turkey raison d'etre
is to educate the American people about the
importance of Turkey to the West. It was
organized by former U.S. military and State
Department personnel who believe that
Turkey's strategic role was undervalued. It
now has as members key corporations and all
the former living U.S. Ambassadors to Turkey.
The organization's annual meetings draw a
large and prestigious audience. Past
speakers have been just as illustrious,
including former Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs
of staff.

None; sent Presidential greetings in the
past.
February 7, 1987 DURATION: 2 minutes

U.S. Ambassador to Turkey
Turkish Ambassador to the U.S,
1,000 guests

2 minute message

Mari Maseng

Max Green, x6270



Max Green

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House

Washington, DC 20500 February 27, 1987

Dear Mr. Green,

I am extremely dismayed by your letter of January 21. I wonder
how you have reached the conclusion tmat the Armenian genocide

is widely accepted by the public.

I am concerned that your responses on this issue can be regarded
as the official view of the White House. It is disappointing to
observe that similar statements on this issue perpetuate, and after
some time, they become an established evidence for this "genocide".
In fact, President Reagan's proclamation has been used as a proof
for the "genocide" by the congressmen.

I believe that a determined advocacy for one side on such a
controvertial and sensitive issue does not contribute to the ethnic
harmony of this country, and it certainly does not fit the White
House policy.

Truly Yours,

onal Committee
Chairperson.



ASSOCIATIONS

2000 Mass, Ave., N.W.
Washington. DC 26036
Telephone 202/293-4670

May 14, 1987

Max Green

Associate Director

Office of Public Liaison

267 01ld Executive 0Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Green:

I would like to express my sincere appreciation and thank you
for arranging the excellent White House briefing for the
members and guests attending our Ninth Annual Convention.
Please convey our appreciation to Fritz Ermarth, Ted McNamara.

and Peter Sommer for the very interesting and informative
information they provided.

As Turkish-Americans we have suffered from terrorist attacks,
defaming resolutions in Congress, and numerous attempts to
subvert Turkish-American interests in the U.S. as well as

in Turkey. The Assembly of Turkish American Associations is
dedicated to furthering U.S. Turkish relations through cultural
and educational programs. Our members were grateful for the

information they received which wi}l assist them in achieving
our goals.

We look forward to working with you in the future.
Sincerely,

\ym &-u,m

Tarhan Danisman
President

TD/ 3w
















































UNITED TURKISH AMERICANS
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The Honorable Howard H. Baker
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takes on an important bearing which we cannot condone as a slippage. Because,

such a document may be construed by hostile circles as the official view of
the President of the U.S.A.

It is commonly known that the Administration and the Congress are both under
pressure by the Armenian Lobby to Tlegitimize their falsified claims in the
political arena. In this effort they are constantly seeking to place and
cultivate people sympathetic to their cause. Such people do exist in the
State Department, the Presidential Commissions, many on the Capitol Hill and
also in the White House. Again, the recent events clearly prove that some
staff in the White House can take matters into their own hands without the due
knowledge or supervision of their superiors which can cause embarrasment and
instabilities even in the highest circles. The Armenian issue carries such a
potential with deep domestic and international political consequences.

On the other hand, we also believe that President Reagan and the U.S.
Administration greatly value the good relations between our country and Turkey

which is a staunch ally and strong supporter of the Western Solidarity against
Communism, and the Free Worid ideals.

In the light of these considerations we have decided to bring this very grave
misjudgement by Mr. Green to your attention.

Mr. Green claims that “Genocide of Armenians by Turks is a historical
judgement, overwhelmingly accepted by the U.,S. society due to many, many
historic§1 works, too many to mention in this letter", If Mr. Green is

thinking of the many, many one-sided, distorted, anti-Turkish propaganda and
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hate material, he is quite right in his assessment of the profusion. Such
publications have a history of 96 years or more. In fact in a rewakened anti-
Turkish campaign the Armenians are mass producing some of them and
disseminating to the pertinent officés and persons to further their cause.
Among them, perhaps, Mr. Green also received his share of it. If, on the
other hand, Mr. Green means well respected authorities of the Middle Eastern
History in the prestigious universities here and abroad he would not find a
single one. On the contrary, there are dozens of authorities of the Middle
East and last century Political History who completely disagree and reject the

Armenian claims. If you need to know, we will be more than happy to provide a
list.

Recently, 69 leading Professors of Turkish and Middle Eastern studies in this
country wrote an open letter to the members of the U.S. Congress declaring
that the Armenian issue is a very controversial one and best left to the

unemotional and disinterested research by historians in the academia (copy
enclosed).

If Mr. Green's logic is correct and valid that the existence of "many, many
historical works" justifies the truth of an issue, then we kindly submit to
his attention of the mountain of anti-semitic literature both in the Western
world and in the U.S.A. written by many low-grade historians and, also by no
less famed people than Martin Luther, Voltaire, Houstan Chamberlain and Arnold
Toynbee, to mention a few, who we all agree, are among the founding giants of
Western philosophy and morality. Then, by the same logic, would Mr. Green and
through his office, the President accept such preponderance as sufficient
grounds to pass Jjudgement on the issue and justify issuing Presidential
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Proclamations? We certainly hope NOT! We all recognize that all the anti-
semitic literature is due to racial and religious hatred and bigotry and
therefore baseless and should be ignored and rejected. By this token did it
also occur to Mr. Green that anti-Turkish defamation literature in abundance
might have a historical trace of bigotry, racial hate, and therefore should
not be taken at its face value?

We would also like -to remind Mr. Green that Turkey and Turks were not only
subjected to defamation and hatred campaign just because of their race and
religion as the Jewish people had been, but additionally they were maligned by
a vicious and sadistic propaganda campaign, such as the masterworks of
Wellington House in Eng]ang and in the Allied countries during World War I for
just being on the wrong side of the war.

The volume of publicity or propaganda cannot be considered as proof of a
genocide when such a crime was not committed. Similarly lack of publicity and
interest should not be construed as sufficient proof that such a crime did not
occur when it was actually committed. Such was the case of the Turkish
Genocide by the Armenians during 1918 to 1921, Victims were the Ottoman and
Caucasian Turks and all Moslems (Armenians call them Tartars in their epic
books to camouflage the issue) and therefore, had no sympathizers in the West,
nor did they have a lobby machine and friends in the U.S. media and the
Congress. They constituted 45% of the population in the Independent Republic
of Armenia of Eastern Turkey and the Caucasus. It lasted 2.5 years.
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Witnesses who wrote booksl about it in the West were two American officials,
one was the intelligence officer of Admiral Lambert Bristol (who was the U.S.
High Commissioner and later became Ambassador to Turkey); the other was a Near
Eastern Relief program officer; still another, A political Diary by Avetis
Aharonian, and Armenian Statesman who admitted years later. Other reports
included the British official investigations and foreign office dispatches and
the diaries of the residual Russian Army Officer in the post war zone. But,
since this unique genocide did not create any interest and publicity in the
West, we are sure that Mr. Green never heard of it and therefore, according to
his logic, it cannot exist.

We believe that publicity .or no publicity, sympathy or no sympathy, in the
West, in the annals of Turkish history this affair remains to be a Genocide
because of the historical facts and documents, however, modest in quantity
compared to the Armenian case built on falsifications, hate campaigns, lobby
pressures and muscle, there is a difference!

Armenian propagandists and their Congressional insiders can call their case a
Genocide. It is regrettable, but, this is a price we pay for our fundamental
right for free expression of opinion. However, in our judgement, if a White
House official uses it carelessly and irresponsibly, it takes on a different

Aharonian, Avetis. "From Sardarapat To Sevres and Lausanne”, The
American Review, Vol. 16, No. 3-63, pp. 47-57, Sept., 1963.
Dunn, Robert. "World Alive", Crown Publishers, Inc., New York.

Hartill, Leonard Ramsden. "“Men Are Like That", The Bobbs-Merrill Co.,
Indiana.
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perspective and we have to react. Such an act transcends the deliberate
defamation campaign by one ethnic group on another and draws in its vortex the
Government and its highest office. We cannot accept this. Mr. Max Green used

bad judgement and, therfore, we are compelled to bring the matter to your
attention.

It is not just that the issue here is a sensiFive one to 150,000 Turkish-
Americans in this country, but, also it has all the makings of irreparable

damage to the Turkish-American relations and consequently the global interests
of U.S.A.

Your kind response to our concerns will be greatly appreciated by all of us.

Sincerely yours,

Tuncer M. Kuzay, Ph.
President

;o -
K_ A‘i)&""‘r\—' L
Cengiz K. Kevenk, M.D.

Secretary General

Enclosures (3)
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cc: The Honorable George Bush, Vice-President
The Honorable George Shultz, Secretary of State
The Honorable Caspar Weinberger, ‘Secretary of Defense
His Excellency Sukru Elekdag, Ambassador of Turkey to U.S.A.
His Excellency Robert Strauss-Hupe, Ambassador of U.S.A. to Turkey
Mr. Tarhan Danisman, President of Assembly of Turkish American Assocs.
Col. Ralph Ropp (Retired), President of American Friends of Turkey
Dr. Ata Erim, President of Federation of Tunkish American Societies
Mr. Max Green, The White House

Mr. Ugur Camli, Maryland Turkish-American Association
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3 C.F.R. 25 (1981)
Proclamations Proc. 4838

Proclamation 1838 of April 22, 1981

Days of Remembrance of Victinws of the Holocaust

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The Congress of the United States established the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council to create a living memorial to the victims of the Nazi
Holocaust. Its purpose: So mankind will never lose memory of that terrible

moment in time when the awful spectre of death camps stained the history
of our world.

When America and its allies liberated those haunting places of terror and
sick destructiveness. the werld came to a vivid and tragic understanding of
the evil it faced in those years of the Second World War. Each of those
names—Auschwitz, Buchenwald. Dachzﬂu. Treblinka and so many others—
became synonvmous with horror.

The millions of deaths, the gas chambers. the ihhuman crematoria. and the
thousands of people who somehow survived with lifetime scars are all now
part of the conscience of history. Forever must we remember just how pre-
cious is civilization. how important is liberty, and how heroic is the human
spirit.

Like the genocide of the Armenians before it. and the genocide of the Cam-
bodians which followed it—and like too many other such persecutions
of too many dther peoples—the lessons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten.

As part of its mandate. the Holocaust Memorial Council has been directed
to designate annual Days of Remembrance as a national. civic commemora-
tion of the Holocaust. and to encourage and sponsor appropriate observ-
ances throughout the United States. Thisfyear. the national Davs of Remem-
brance will be observed on April 26 through May 3.

NOW. THEREFORE. I. RONALD REAGAN., President of the United States
of America. do hereby ask the people of the United States to observe this
solemn anniversaryv of the liberation of the Nazi death camps. with appro-
priate studv. pravers and commemoration. as a tribute to the spirit of free-
dom and justice which Americans fought so hard and well to preserve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF. | have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of
April. in the vear of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one. and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

25
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H.E. Ronald Reagan

President of the

United States of America

The White House

Washington, DC 20500 July 31, 1986

Your Excellency,

Senatér Carl Levin referred to your Proclamation 4838 on April.22,
1986, “Like the Genocide of the Armenians before it, and the genocide of:
the Cambodians which followed it- and like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples- the lesson of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten”, in his speech on the Armenian Martyrs' Day, which is
published in the Congressional Records (S 4028-30, April 22, 1986).

Since the Armenian genocide is a highly controvertial issue,
please inform me which documents you have referenced in order to
officially proclaim it, which is now presented as the US reaffirmation
of the event.

Educational Committee
Chairperson.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 2, 1986

Dear Mr. Camli,

Please excuse cur delay in responding to your July 31, 1986
letter. 1In brief, I do not believe specific documents were
referenced before the President's Proclamation 4838 was written.
As you know, many, many historical works - far too many to
mention here - refer to the "genocide of Armenians." I
understand that you disagree with this historical judgement, but
it is one that is overwhelming acecepted in our society.

"

Sincerely,
-
//:‘)_ . 7 e~
4

Max Green
Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison

Mr. Ugur Camli

Chairperson, Educational Committee
Maryland American Turkish Association, Inc,
P.0O. Box 762 )

Columbia, Maryland 21045



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 21, 1987

-

Dear Mr. Camli,

I did not respond to your second letter because

1 naa nothlng to ada to my Lirst., My point then
and now 1s that it is generally accepted that
there was an "Armenian genoccide." Of course, if

you dispute this you should, as is your right,
take issue with those who assert it as a fact.

Sincerely,
sy
A

Max Green
Assoclate Director

Office of Public Liaison

Ugur Camli

Maryland American Turkisp Assoc., Inc,
. 0. Box 762

Columbia, ™MD 21045
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, g w Fashingion, D.C. 20520

Copy fo Mot Shese
Dear Senator Thurmond: L(Jr/v’ﬁ‘kawfﬁ_{?*”"d%xkh-—ﬁﬁbﬂaéiﬁﬂ;

I underetand that the Committee on the Judiciary will
consider BJ Resolution 43 designating April 24, 1987 as a
"National Day of Remembrance for Victims of the Armenian
Genocide™. The purpose of this letter is to give yog_;hs—————s+401f7
Administration's views on this legislation, which we*oppose.
Our opposition is based on three central and related concerns:
ficst, the significance of Turkey as an ally; second, the very
negative effect on this sensitive and vital relationship were
Congress to pass a resolution which accuses the Turks of
genocide against the Armenjians; and third the risk that passage
of this legislation could encourage terrorism directed at both
Turkish and Arerican citizens.

In the postwar era, the United States ha::;;;gsbgg_gfggs_ ényQT;’
importance to {its relationship with Turkey. dninistrations
have done sc with the support of Congress because of a shared
recognition of the need to maintain a strong and fruitful
relationship between the United States and Turkey. A major
nation with a promising future, Turkey is & bridge and buffer
in a critical region., It sits astride the vital narrows
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, controls land and..
air access to the Middle East and has extenzive borders with
Bulgaria, the Soviet Union, Iran, Iraq and Syria. We are
fortunate that our desire for a strong partnership with Turkey
has been realized in an alliance based on mutual respect and
confidence. .

Turkey contributes greatly to the success of the NATO
Alliance in deterring aggreszsion. While it is the poorest
member of NATO, Turkey nonethelass spends a greater percentage
of {ts GNP on cefense than almost any other NATO ally., It has
NATO's second largest Army, tying down major Soviet and Warsaw
Pact forces.

The Honorable
Strom Thurmond,
United States Senate.

cea 10 'ON 12:91 LB/E@ 617



Moreover, a& part of our alliance relationship with Turkey,
we have access to military facilities there that play a major
role in our defense. Composed of six major facilities and many
smaller ones, they include air bases for deployment of U.S,
forces, logistic depots and vital intelligence collection
facilities, 1In this regard, we have just signed an agreement
for our defense cooperation with Turkey, extending our present
agreement until 1990 and committing us to strong efforte to
provide necessary assistance to help Turkey modernize its
military and strengthen its economy.

8J Resolution 43 judges the Armenians who died in the
Ottoman Empire (present-day Turkey) in 1915-1923 to be victims
of genocide. A similar draft resolution in 1985 provoked near
universal publiec outcry in Turkey, as well as a movement in the
Turkish Parliament for review of diplomatic relations with the
United States. Prime Minister Ozal was able to head off this
latter effort. However, the Turkish Government also informead
us that adoption of a resolution to this effect would seriously
damage the vital relationship between Turkey and the United
Btates. And that {8 still the prospect i{f the 100th Congress
should pass a resolution that indicts the Turkish people for
the events of 1915-1823.

Besides reflecting resentment at a judgment by the United
States Congress that Turkey, and the Turks as 8 people, bear
the guilt of perpetrating genocide, such strong Turkish
reaction {s also related to modern Armenian terrorism. Bince
1975 over 50 Turkish citizens, mostly diplomats, have been
k{llsd by Armenian terrorists. In addition to demanding
Turkish Government recognition of an Armenian genocide, the
terrorists demand reparations and cession of a major portion of
eastern Turkey to form an independent Armenian state. The
Turks thus view the campaign to characterize the tragedy of the
Armenians as a genocide as the first step toward their
territorial dismemberment.

Arnenian terrorism has affected Anmericans. Fout
assassinations have occurred on our soil. U.S. citizens have
been the target of a number of attempted bombings or other
harassment during this terrorist campaign, and one U.§. citizen
died in an Armenian attack on a2 Turkiah airport. ASALA, one of
the two major Armenian terrorist groups engaged in these
activities, also aids other terrorist groups which have
Americans as their primary target. It has publicly declared
its support of Islamic Jihad, the Iranian-supported terrorist
organization responsible for so much of the violence in
Lebanon. We believe that resolutions judging Turkey
responsible for Armenian genocide, however well-intentioned and
however worded, will inevitably be seen by the terrorists as
encouragement of and justification for their acts.

£00 P10 "ON cZ:91 LB-E061
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We regret the suffering and tragedy experienced by
Armenians. W%We do not seek to dismiss the devastation and
the widespread massacres suffered by this group. 1Indeed,
there i3 no doubt that much of the population in Eastern
Turkey, Christian and Moslem, experienced death,
deprivation and removal 4Auring these wartime years. When
a House Resolution similar to SJ Res 43 was undeg
consideration in 1985, sixty-nine American academicians
who specialize in Turkish, Ottoman and Mi{ddle Eastern
studies wrote the House membership that they had
teservations about use of the word genocide toc describe
wvhat took place in 1515-1923,

Politically, Turkey has continued te consolidate {ts
democracy. Economically, the country is making prograss
in a program to raleases its huge potential. Passage of a
resolution offensive to Turkey and to Turks would
undernine the effectiveness of our support for thase
efforts wvhen we have every reason tec want Turkey ¢o
succeed as a prospering democracy, Pagsage could also set
back our efforts to encourage Turkey to play a positive
rocle on Cyprus~~an issuve which also arouses deap
nationalist sentiments and on which the Turkish government
is playing a positive role.

Eincerely,

J. Edward Fox
Assistant Becretary
Leqillative and Intergovernmental Affairs

14%% P10 'ON £2:91

L8/£0-61



o o~ VL
3 C/W

4-0395795134 03/14/,87

L5 IPMRTZZ CSP

4018316399 ¢on TDMT PROVIDENCE /i DVsMA¥444 Bdpye Bsv

PRS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN RET DLY MBM )

wnITE ROUSE DC 20500

TO nONORAHLE RUNALD w. REAGAN, PRESLDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

meE NATIONAL REFRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ThE EASTERN FPRELACY OF TrE

ARMENTAN AFOSTOLLC CrurCH OF NORTH AMERICA AS LT CONVENES IN

PROVIDENCE, RI, MAY 13-138, 1987 CONVEYS I7T5 WARMEST GREETINGS AND
it

WwisSne8 FOR YOUurR CONTINUED GOOD mEALTr AND SUCCESS IN THIS YEAR (L THE

2007 ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.5. CONSTLITUTION,

e ARMENLAN PEOPLE, VICTINS OF THE FIRST GENUOCIDE OF THE 20TH

CENTURY . tLAUD YOUR EFFORTS TO wOrRLD PEARCE AND RUMAN RIGRTE. wiTH TRE
HOFE THAT THROUGH YUUR LEADERSRIFP, SUlh ATROCITIES witlL NOT BEFALL
ANY NATION ARGALIN.

MAY GOD GRANT YOU WISDOM AND TrHe STRENGTM TUO EXECUTE YOUR DUTIES
DURING THIS TURBULENT TiME.

RESGFECTFULLY YOuRS,
RIS CMINENCE ARCHEISHUF MESROE ASHUIlAN, PRELATE, AND NATIONAL
REFRESENTATIVE ASSEMRLY
138 £a8T 39 87

NEW YORK NY 10016

2010 €57
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Dear Mr. President, April 30,1987

I am a student of genocide and an official witness to the
Holocaust. I _gften lecture about these mass destructions of the
innocent to all kinds of audiences, 1including substantial numbers
of graduate, college and high school students.

cggg;e381onai>reSol@;;gg;mwAS,d, Rgs,&Slggd H'J'Rqulgg),
designating A2r11 24 2s.a.Natiopal Day of Remembrance for v1ct1ms

o b b

of the Armeg&anigggog%Qg.Such a stand would offend a growing
number 6F ¢itizens who are learning about the Holocaust and at the
same time are realizing the significance of the Armenian tragedy

in relation to the large scale violence of our century.

Our country,so devoted to human rights, should be an example to
the rest of the world in making this first step towards remedying
a long festering injustice and your leadership in this matter
would enhance your historical status im the annals of our
republic.

Thank you

Jo b (. FebonsTotp, 1

Dr.John S.Schmotzer, S.J.
Professor of Pol. Communication
Coordinator of Faculty Advising,
G.S.of C.,Fairfield University





