Reagan Library Topic Guide — Draza Mihailovi¢

Reagan Library topic guides are created by the Library staff from textual material currently
available for research use. Material cited in the topic guides come from these collections:

White House Staff and Office Collections
White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Subject Files
White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Alphabetical Files.

The folders and case files listed on these topic guides may still have withdrawn material due to
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) restrictions. Most frequently withdrawn material includes
national security classified material, personal privacy issues, protection of the President, etc.

MIHAILOVIC, DRAGOLJUB “DRAZA”

WHITE HOUSE STAFF AND OFFICE FILES

Scope Note

Dragoljub “Draza” Milhailovi¢ (April 1893-07/17/1946) was a Yugoslav Serb general during
World War 1l. He was the leader of the Chetnik Detachments of the Yugoslav Army (Chetniks),
a royalist and nationalist movement and guerrilla force established following the German
invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941. He engaged in guerilla warfare alongside soon-to-be communist
leader of Yugoslavia, Josip Broz Tito.

Milhailovi¢’s wartime activities have been a subject of questions. His Chetniks were known to
collaborate with the Nazi occupying force and accusations of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and
Croatia. Milhailovi¢ may or may not have been involved with these activities. Milhailovi¢ went
into hiding after the war, but was captured in March 1946. He was tried, convicted and shot by a
firing squad for high treason and war crimes by the new communist authorities of the now
Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia.

Mihailovi¢ was important to US Forces during World War 11 for Operation Halyard. Mihailovié¢
and his forces cooperated with the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and 60th Troop Carrier
Squadron (TCS) in the successful rescue of hundreds downed Allied airmen between August and
December 1944. For Mihailovi¢’s part in this operation, he was posthumously awarded the
Legion of Merit by President Truman.

This topic guide includes material regarding the efforts by the veterans of Operation Halyard to
recognize Mihailovi¢’s assistance with a statue commemorating his role placed in Washington,
DC. Other persons of Serbian descent also supported these efforts.
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https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-office-records-management-subject-file-1981-1989
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/subject/white-house-office-records-management-whorm-alphabetical-file-1981-1989
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-006-2019.pdf?Lu77hKuz8SFzPYbfnOT1UEVMMmFhCIjw=
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-007-2019.pdf?eNftiJliJqgsZrLsnowYdze53cehONUy=
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-008-2019.pdf?g162rySUYSHVAqWzw8ssYzYTHWQ6Uu4G=
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-009-2019.pdf?biLUNBEipZXpcZ2S36jB9VspRn_n4DDG=
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https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-010-2019.pdf?dN36jaAwRdgLM6Gffvy8o8iv0V_1TdQv=
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-011-2019.pdf?lC2wqquywQZwsy8ktrhbV2BK5hdSKO7a=
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2022-06/40-302-12010044-OA11518-012-2019.pdf?09KSLOvOHm1ZqUmME_FPciJJR5L_X4sR=

