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We feel also that there shaild be more Administration influence
exerted on liberal Republican lawmakers like Senators Specter and
Heinz to secure their support for anti sjusing legislation. Then

too, there whould be more Administration support for Republican
anti-busing candidates such as Ted Jacob, who is running against
Doug Walgren here in the 18th Congressional District. (See enclosed
"Position Paper™ . In short, it is up to the President to reaffirm
his position on this issue and to rally an all-out Republican effort
to get something accomplished!

The American people in general scorn "wishy-washiness." They admire
those who have the courage to stand ?p and fight for principles' Re-
cent polls indicate that at least 83% of Americans, both white and
black, are opposed to forced school busing, and recent developments

in Boston, of which I am sure your are aware, are clear indications

of the fallure of the forced busing policy, no matter how noble its
intent., The time is ripe for action pow to put the American education
system on an even ke«  again.

We are to meet with members of the Pennsylvania delegation in the
Rayburn Lounge in the Capitol Building on Thursday morning. An
afternoon appointment with you would make our efforts in coming to
Washington indeed worthwhile. I can be reached a2t (412)241-3439

until about 6:30 Aj4, Thursday when we will be leaving for the plane
to Washington.

(Incidentally, I am a newly elected Republican committeewoman here.)
Yours verv trulv.

R At B TA T T4 V3 v - J.CD’J.uent
Pittsburgh East Aff‘iiate,

National Association for
Neighborhood Schools, Inc.

209 Lehigh Street
kidgewood, Pa. 15218
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Restless New Ragm Leaders

By STEVE SANDERS
Scripps-Howard News Service

WASHINGTON — A year and a
half after its triumphant march into
Washington with Ronald Reagan,
the New Right is growing restless.

Sympathizers and opponents
agree the New Right, which places
ideology over compromise, has a
major problem. Many of its goals
are not politically pragmatic, or
“‘do-able,” in Washington parlance.
And some doubt the coalition has
the support to achieve its ends.

Frustrated New Right leaders
are moving further away from Rea-
gan, complaining timid aides have
hog-tied his administration.

“The Reagan program is not the
conservative program, and among
New Right leaders I think that’s the
clear and emerging view,” said
Howard Phillips, director of the
Conservative Caucus. “Cur job is to
get that message across to the vot-
ers 50 that someday we can have a
chance to try our program.”

The political prof .onals of the
New Right caught attention in 1980
when their aggre veness and fund
raising boosted hepublicans to vic-
tory. Their agenda inclu  opposi-
tion to abortion, busing and the
Equal Rights Amendment, and calls
for school prayer, private-school tax
credits, a balanced budget and a
hard line toward the Soviets.

Phillips and others have blasted
the administration for its massive
proposed deficit, its affinity for
arms control and its failure to “de-
fund the left” with more social-
program cuts. They accuse Reagan
of breaking his promises.

“The dustbin of history is piled

_high with political pragmatists,”
said John Lofton, editor of Conser-

vative Digest. “The probiem with -

‘ \iing a slave to the (public opinion)

Sy,
Y

pollsis :question of, ‘What about
your honor?”

The administration has tried to
placate the New Right by endorsing
a cautiously worded constitutional
amepndment to encourage school
Egayer and another. {o require a

lanced budget. But there is little
effort to push the measures through
Congress, and incetings between
New Right leaders and administra-
tion officials have been stormy.

“There are conservatives and
then there are professional conser-
vatives. A professional conservative
... has a vested interest in having
targets to crank out mass mailings
to,” a White House aide said, refer-
ring to the New Right's use of
mailings to raise money.

The aide said he believes only 5 to
8 percent of the electorate backs the
New Right’s stance on all issues.
Asked if the administration is taking
the movement seriously, he re-
sponded, “The New Right gets more
from ©~° ad ° ‘stration than they
represent in we vofe.”

Congress also has balked on
bringing far-right legislation to the
floor, mostly due to congressional
preoccupation with the economy.

“Middle-of-the-road politicians
are still going to get what they
want,” said an aide to Sen. Dan
Quayle, R-Ind., a conservative elect-
ed in 1980 after the New Right’s
vigorous attack on his opponent,
former Sen. Birch Bayh.

Marty Russo, D-I11,, said he thinks
the New Right’s influence has becn
overestimated and that it has been
“repudiated” in Congress.

How much popular support the
New Right can claim has never
been clear. Everett Ladd, a Univer-
sity of Connecticut political scientist
and director of the Roper Public
Opinion Center, argues that the

movement appeals to only a small
fraction of Americans.

“What you've got is a group that’s
ideologically distant from the cen-
ter of American opinion, generally;”
Ladd said, adding that there is not a

groundswell” of support for major
social-policy change.

In his book “The New Right:
We're Ready to Lead,” direct-mail
expert Richard Viguerie said the
“conservative revolution” of 1980
was due largely to backlash against
years of social liberalism  “social-
ism on the installment plan” — that
brought nationwide decadence: sex
on TV, legalization of abortion and
decline of the family.

In light of sctbacks in Congress
and the White House, some conser-
vative leaders say they are reas-
sessing tactics. They say a broader
base will have to be pieced together
from more Americans who agree
with them on one or {wo issues.

Viguerie, who works 12-hour days
running his company and “strategiz-
ing” with fellow conservatives, be-
lieves the movement must become
more populist and “rephrase” some
of its beliefs.

“[ want to plan for the future. I'm
unhappy with the short range, but
I'm not going to get sidetracked.
There’s an enormous amount of ac-
tivity in the movement,” he said.-

Not all the New Rightists are
disenchanted. Cal Thomas, a vice
Eresident of the fundamentalist
Moral Majority, counsels patience;

“You don’t cure a man who’s on a
50-year drunk in a short time,” he
said. “We believe we have the best
opportunity for change in a long
time. Enough people in the N
Right know there are times when
you have to be pragmatic and some-
times you have to be idealistic.” " ,












































